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\
This brick house, circa 1800, stands precipitously at the corner 

of two mil-traveled roads. Structural and-decorative evidence suggests 
a late 18th century construction, although certain other details of Greek 
RevjL/al character revaal a modest modernization of the

Three bays wide, ttfo and a half stories high, with a Fleroish bond 
facade and American bond sides, this L-shaped house differs from the usual 
longitudinally expanded Mercer County farm house and relates more closely 
to the city row house type, tfa notice the absence of a water table, the 
molded brick cornice, the beaded tapered bargeboards of the gable ends 
and the tall flush-with-the-wall chimneys. Three original shutters 
survive on the front facade, where a clumsy, recent pillared porch now 
stands. A weathered wood shingle roof, perhaps the original, covers 
the whole house. ^

In both the wide walls glazed headers alternate with unglazed ones 
in the American bond rows. At the right rear corner round headed arches, 
since filled in, document an open shed area included in the house buila- 
ing itself. A few hammered iron S and X beam braces dot the side walls. 
Many of the windows, with 9/6 sash in the first floor and 6/6 in the 
second, retain the original wood lintels, sills and pegged frames.

The minor facelifting of the 1830's however, involved the installa 
tion of board lintels with corner blocks and thick tubular moldings in 
front of the old window frames. This, and a new horizontally panelled 
door occurred on the front facade, the most prominent one. In addition, 
Greek Revival door and window frame molding appears inside only in the 
front hall and living room.

Inside, a fine Federal fireplace vti.th reeded pilasters and applied 
ovular fan motifs graces the front living room, which along with a quar 
ter turn staircase with center well, occupies the front section of the 
house. Behind this in the contemporary ell, were two small chambers, 
now united into one, one served by a fireplace, in the side wall with mold- 
ing frame, the other by an interior, reeded Federal example. Farther back 
stands the kitchen, now enlarged by the closed shed, with a large cooking 
fireplace, now blocked up. Small cupboards are tucked behind or beside 
most of these fixtures. Light, eight panel cherry doors that swing at 
all the interior doorways, and a pole bannister of the same wood on simple 
balustars are features borrowed from nearby Lawrenceville house con 
struction.

The upstairs floor plan repeats the first floor configuration, 
although an inspection could not be made.

The house retains its architectural integrity quite completely. It 
is in good but cluttered condition. It is distinguished primarily for 
its plan type, in essence a city row house, a rarity in this setting. 
Excellent craftsmanship and interesting details, such as the tapered barge 
boards inform us of the care and expense of its original construction, and 
the cosmetic Greek Revival details provide us with another example of 
modernization in the early 19th century.______________________
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Aaron Hart, 3r. (1768-1853) built this house circa 1800 on land 
he inherited from his father Joseph Hart, whose will was drawn up in 
1779. Aaron Hart, 3r. willed the farm to his son Aaron, Jr. (1797-1886) 
on December 20, 18U9, w£o was living there at that time. Dr. Amos M. 
Hart (1833-1908), son of Aaron, Jr., owned the house, lived in it 
for a while, but moved out and rented it from at least 188U-1905. At 
that time, Fanny Hart Browns, his daughter, sold it to Mr. Oliver Hoch. 
His son, Grant Hoch, bought it in 1935*

This late 18th century house, of Flemish bond facade and American 
bond sides, represents an excellent example of Federal architecture 
and resembles closely the later city row houses.

The alterations made in the Greek Revival style have enhanced 
the original.
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