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The Shrewsbury Historic D i s t r i c t i s located near the center of Shrewsbury around the 
town common. The d i s t r i c t i s composed of ten buildings, both public and r e s i d e n t i a l , 
most of which date from the eighteenth and early nineteenth centuries. The re l a ­
t i v e l y low density area, with i t s broad lawns and tree-shaded common, contrasts 
sharply with the nearby commercial section of town. 

The focal point of the d i s t r i c t i s the F i r s t Congregational Church (#1) overlooking 
the common. B u i l t i n 1766, the church replaced an e a r l i e r meeting house of 1721 
which had become too small f o r the town's needs. Planks and timbers from the o r i g ­
i n a l building were used i n the construction of the present one. The F i r s t Congre­
gational Church was designed by "Master Builder" Daniel Hemenway of Shrewsbury who 
also b u i l t several houses i n the town as well as the Old South Church i n Worcester. 
The clapboard church i s painted white and has a ridge roof. I n 1807 the b e l l and 
clock tower were added and the f r o n t vestibule and double entrances b u i l t below. 
These additions were designed by John Ames of Marlborough. In 1834 the church 
was remodeled and moved 50 feet north and turned one quarter way around i n order 
to face south as i t does today. A Palladian window was placed on the facade and 
the building was raised to provide room fo r a vestry. I n 1923 a parish house and 
Sunday School rooms were added to the rear, and much of the i n t e r i o r of the o r i g i n a l 
church was restored to i t s 1766 appearance. In 1956 another rear addition of 
three stories was b u i l t . The architect was Ar l i n g A. Dirlam of Boston. The i n t e r i o r 
has f i n e paneling throughout and retains i t s o r i g i n a l p u l p i t -

Behind the church i s a burying ground (#2), known as the Old Corner of the Moun­
t a i n View Cemetery. I t contains the graves of Shrewsbury citizens dating from 1721. 

To the west of the church i s the Brick School House (#3) of 1830. Ori g i n a l l y i n ­
tended to be only one f l o o r , the school house was increased another story when 
citizens prevailed upon the building committee to add a h a l l upstairs. The lower 
f l o o r was used f o r classrooms and the upstairs vaulted h a l l f o r lo c a l gatherings. 
The building was used as a school u n t i l 1883, and now houses the H i s t o r i c a l Society 
upstairs and town offi c e s on the main f l o o r . The building i s brick painted white 
and i t s gable end i s divided into three bays by recessed arches. ' 

In the southwest corner of the d i s t r i c t i s the Reverend Joseph Sumner House (#5), 
1797, home of the second minister of the Congregational Church. The house i s of 
clapboard construction and i s painted white with green shutters. Irregular fenes­
t r a t i o n on the facade bears witness to the fact that the house was constructed 
during two periods. The roof, which i s a ridge roof on one end and a hip roof at 
the other, also i l l u s t r a t e s alterations made i n the house. The i n t e r i o r retains 
most of i t s o r i g i n a l features, including a fin e over-mantel painting. 

The Samuel Haven House (#6) was b u i l t i n 1816 on a l o t which was o r i g i n a l l y part 
of the common. This white clapboard Federal house i s f i v e bays wide with a hip 
roof and two brick chimneys. The central entrance has a f a n l i g h t and sid e l i g h t s . 
Windows have six over six l i g h t s and green shutters. 

(continued) 
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

The Shrewsbury H i s t o r i c D i s t r i c t i s s i g n i f i c a n t not only f o r i t s f i n e grouping of 
eighteenth and nineteenth century buildings, but also because of the association of 
the area with the history and development of the town. 

The town of Shrewsbury was founded i n 1716 when a group of thirty-one men headed by 
John Brigham petitioned the General Court of the Massachusetts Bay Colony to establish 
a town somewhere between Marlborough, Sutton and Lancaster. In 1717 the grant was 
given, "Provided they have a t least 40 families settled there with an Orthodox min­
i s t e r w i t h i n the space of 3 years, and that a l o t and other accommodations . . . be 
l a i d out to the f i r s t s e t t l e d minister, also another for the use of a school." 

The town was l a i d out on the north side of the "Rocky Plain" (site of the Shrewsbury 
Histo r i c D i s t r i c t ) and along the " s t r a i t road from Boston to Connecticut," l a t e r 
called phe Boston Post Road. In 1721 a meeting house was b u i l t , and i n 1723, i n 
accordance with the grant, the f i r s t minister Reverend Job Gushing was called to 
5'=.rve. When the townspeople outgrew the f i r s t meetinghouse, they b u i l t the present 
church (#1), using boards from the f i r s t building i n the construction of the new one. 
On the building committee of the church was Artemas Ward, son of Nathem Ward, and l a t e r 
Revolutionary.war hero. 

Also instrumental i n the building of the church was the Reverend Joseph Sumner who 
was minister i n Shrewsbury from 1762 to 1824. Reverend Sumner l i v e d near the church 
i n a house (#5) b u i l t on land purchased from Artemas Ward. The home has remained 
i n the hands of Sumner's descendants and i s now occupied by the f i f t h generation. 

The f i f t h minister of the Congregational Church was Reverend George Allen who b u i l t 
his house (#11) nearby on Main Street. Allen's home i s located on the s i t e of an 
ea r l i e r house which had been b u i l t by the f i r s t minister. Reverend Job Gushing. 

The Samuel Haven House (#6) was used during the C i v i l War as a station on the under­
ground r a i l r o a d . Runaway slaves were hidden i n the house u n t i l they could safely 
be smuggled north into Canada. So many passed through the town that a town i n Canada 
i/as given the name Shrewsbury i n memory of the people i n the Massachusetts tovm who 
.̂ad given assistance. The Canadian town i s s t i l l known as Shrewsbury, Province 
lebec. At the end of the nineteenth century the Samuel Haven House was used as a 

iountry inn and was known as Haven Inn. 

(continued) 
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#7: 
In the northeast corner of the d i s t r i c t i s the Philo Slocum House (#7) which also 
stands on land which was formerly part of the common. B u i l t i n 1806, the house i s 
constructed with clapboard painted white. The five-bay facade has windows with nine 
over nine l i g h t s and green shutters. The ridge roof has a lower section which f a l l s 
north i n a salt±)ox e f f e c t . 

Another handsome Federal house i n the d i s t r i c t i s the Jonas Stone House (#8). 
Although i t underwent a number of alterations since i t s construction i n 1822, the 
house was restored to i t s o r i g i n a l beauty by Dr. Fallon i n 1936. Some of the i n t e r i o r 
paneling was brought from houses i n Enfield, Massachusetts, (now part'of Quabbin Reservoi 
when the Quabbin Reservoir flooded that area. The exterior of the house i s clapboard 
painted yellow. Windows have twelve over twelve l i g h t s , and a f a n l i g h t tops the cen­
t r a l entrance. 

a 

The Reverend George Allen House (#11), which marks the southeast corner of the d i s t r i c t , 
resembles other Federal houses i n the area with the exception of the l a t e r addition 
of a porch which stretches the width of the facade. 

Twentieth! century buildings i n the d i s t r i c t include the Public Library (1903), the 
Fire Station (1927), and the Prudential Office Building (1958). The most d i s t i n c t i v e 
of these i s the l i b r a r y which i s Renaissance Revival i n style and i s b u i l t of l i g h t 
colored brick with grey stone t r i m on a granite foumdation. 

#8: 
A l a t e r b uilding, the Public Library (#9) was a g i f t to the town by Jubal Howe. A 
poor boy who l a t e r rose to prosperity, Howe had been apprenticed to Luther Goddard, 
a Shrewsbury man credited with making the f i r s t pocket watches i n America. 

Today buildings in the district remain in an excellent state of preservation and ^ 
represent the most important grouping of buildings to reflect the origins of j 
Shrewsbury. The district has been a local historic district since October 1972. ^ 
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SHREWSBURY HISTORIC 

Shrewsbury Cent 

#1 
#2 
#3 
#4 
#5 
#6 
#7 
#8 

Histor i c d i s t r i c t 
Meeting House 
Burying Place 
The Brick School #1 
The Fire Station 
The Sumner House 
Samuel Haven House 
Philo Slocum House 
Jonas Stone House 

#9 Public Library 
#10 Prudential Office Bldg. 
#11 Rev. George Allen House 
Q Barns & out buildings 



Property Owners 
Shrewsbury H i s t o r i c D i s t r i c t 
Shrewsbury, Massachusetts 

Sketch Map # 

1 (Meeting House) 
1 Church Road 

2 (The Burying Place) 
I Boylston St. 

3 (The Brick School) 
12 Chruch Road 

4 (The Fire Station) 
I I Church Road 

Property Owner 

Board of Directors, F i r s t Congregational Church 
1 Church Road, Shrewsbury, MA. 01545 

Board of Selectmen, Town of Shrewsbury 
Town H a l l , Shrewsbury, MA. 01545 '"̂  

5 (The Sumner House) 
5 Church Road 

6 (Samuel Haven House) 
7 Prospect St. 

7 (Philo Slocum House) 
10 Prospect St. 

8 (Jonas Stone House) 
2 Prospect Street 

9 (Public Library) 
609 Main St. 

10 (Prudential Office Building) 
615 Main St. 

11 (Rev. George Allen House) 
621 Main St, 

Katherine S. H i l l & Frances S. Lasell 
5 Church Road, Shrewsbury, MA. 01545 

Mr. s Mrs Reginald W.a. Rives* 
7 Prospect St., Shrewsbury, MA. 01545 

Mr. s Mrs. Jay Montgomery 
10 Prospect St., Shrewsbury, MA. 01545 

Mr. s Mrs- John Connors 
2 Prospect St., Shrewsbury, MA. 01545 

Board of Selectmen, Town of Shrewsbury 
Tovm H a l l , Shrewsbury, MA. 01545 
and 
Board of Trustees, Shrewsbury Public Library 
609 Main St., Shrewsbury, MA. 01545 

R.M. Bradley s Company 
250 Boylston St., Boston, MA, 02116 

Mr. & Mrs. E.B. Dean^ Jr. 
621 Main St., Shrewsbury, MA 01545 ' 

* The Town Clerk t o l d me that Mr. Rives gets very upset i f you omit the "W.W." 
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P A U L G U Z Z I 

21 June 1976 

Ms. Bess Grosvennor 
The National Register of Historic Places 
Office of Archeology and Historic Preservation 
National Park Service 
U.S. Department of the I n t e r i o r 
Washington, D.C. 20240 

Dear Ms. Grosvennor: 

Enclosed i s the new USGS map for the Shrewsbury Historic D i s t r i c t application 
that you requested. I have redrawn the d i s t r i c t boundaries and re-computed the 
UTM reference points. I hope t h i s w i l l s u f f i c e . I f you have any further questions 
or should another problem arise, please c a l l . 

Sincerely, 

Joser Joseph R. Orfant 
National Register Editor 
Massachusetts H i s t o r i c a l Commission 

enc. 
/ j r o 
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Shrewsbury ElsCoric Distrlec 

Old City Hall 

Lancaster Industrial School for Glrla 

Woodward, Rav. Saiatel, Mouse 

Shrewsbury 
Worcester County 

Maiden 
Middlesex County 

Lancaster vicinity 
Worcester County 

Weston 
Middlesex County 

Also Notified 
Hon. Edward M. Kennedy 
Bon. Edward W. Brooke 
Hon. Joseph D. Early 
Hon. Torbert H. MacDonald 
Hon. Robert F. Drinan 

Regional Director, North Atlantic 
Region 

880 Mmott/row 10/14/76 

State Historic Preservation Officer 
Mrs. Elizabeth R. Amadon 
Executive Director 
Massachusetts Historical Commission 
294 Washington Street 
Bostfm, Massachusetts 02108 

INT: 2950-75 



Yankee Heritage 
in 

Shrewsbur 
HISTORIC DISTRICT STUDY COMMITTEE 

The Shrewsbury Selectmen voted in August 1971 to establish a "Study Committee" Xo investigate the 
possibilities of declaring an "Historic Distr ic t" in the town. We of this "Study Committee" w%h to acquaint 
you with our thoughts and findings. 

This Committee feels an "l-listoric Distr ic t" offers a visual example of our historical and cultural heri­
tage. To its inhabitants it affords prestige and economic protection from decrease of land values through de­
terioration of neighborhood blight. 

Location: The Town Common, including the Congregational Church, 1830 Brick School, Fire Station, 
and the adjacent historic houses: Fallon House, 1822 (now Connors) — Rives, 1816 — Slocum House, 1806 
(now Montgomery) — the Sumner House, 1797 (now Mrs. Hill and Mrs. Lasell) — the Public Library and the 
Dean House, 1818. 

We feel each of these is of sufficient importance to be preserved. 

Why a District: Once declared a structure in an "Historic Distr ict" the building will come under pro­
tective custody of a commission, appointed by the selectmen, which will insure that any changes will be 
compatible with the district thus preserving its real estate value and its historic beauty for the future gener­
ations of Shrewsbury residents. 

Restrictions: There will be no restrictions on the use of the structures, (within keeping with the al­
ready designated regulations by the Zoning Laws). 

There will be no restrictions on inside changes. Any external changes would be subject to review by a 
Historic District Commission, which would be appointed by the Shrewsbury Town Selectmen, in this way 
preserving the appearance of the area. 

We feel it is of the utmost importance to act now to preserve what our forefathers left us from creep­
ing erosion. 

Your Study Committee 

Mrs. Curtis M. Clark 
Mrs. Dewey I. Clason 
Mrs. Frederick W. Hand 

Mr. Henry J. Harlow 
Mr. Edward M. Healy 
Mrs. John W. Lasell 

Rev. Paul B. Myers 
Dr. Harold P. Parker 
Mr. Arnold L. Rustay 

Shrewsbury Common in 1835 



Samuel Haven 
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1816 
R. Rives 

Congregational 
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(1723) 
1766 
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1830 

III 

Main St, 

1797 

Rev. Joseph Sumner 
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A 
Proposed \ 
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