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F O R M B - B U I L D I N G * . 

MASSACHUSETTS HISTORICAL COMMISSION 
Office of the Secretary, State House, Boston 

2. Photo (3x3" or 3x5") 
Staple to left side of form 
Photo number S/3 AAAA"/? 

'•^' -. • -4 • 

4. Map. Draw sketch of building location 
in relation to nearest cross streets and 
other buildings. Indicate north. 

AAOAPrTA A\Y}A/AJ 

(over) 

In Area no. Form no. 
Steepbrook 

2-2 TA^ALf 

1. Town Fall River, Mass, 

Address 3538 North Main Street 

Name Christian Congregational Church 

Present use church 

Present owner North Christian Church 

3. Description: Frame church w/sq. belfry 

Date c«1842 

Source Phillips' History of Fall River 

Style Gothid Revival 

Architect 

Exterior wall fabric clapboard 

Outbuildings (describe) 

Other features Panelled p i l a s t e r s , poin ted-

arch windows, palmette (pointed-arch w/fan 

carving) i n gable f i e l d , square b e l f r y . 

Altered 

Moved 

Yes Date ^^^^ ( i n t e r i o r 

Date 

5. Lo t size: 11,794 s q . f t . 

One acre or less ^ Over one acre 
s ". • Y-

Approximate frontage 

Approximate distance of building from street 

"y^ 15 f t . • 

6. Recorded by Pa t r i c i a Giza 

F.R.O.H.P. Organization 

Date ^ December 8, 1980 



7. Original owner (if known)  

Original use Church 

North Christian Congregational Church 

Subsequent uses (if any) and dates 

8, Themes (check as many as applicable) 
•^Mi-

Aboriginal • 
Agricultural * i # i 
Architectural A-
The Arts 
Commerce ' 
Communication 
Community development X 

Conservation 
Education 
Exploration/ 
settlement 

Industry 
Military 
Political 

Recreation 
Religion 
Science/ 

invention 
Social/ 

humanitarian 
Transportation 

9. Historical significance (include explanation of themes checked above) 

Parish History; The North Christian Church, although not incorporated as a Society 
u n t i l 1842, had i t s beginning i n 1832 when l o c a l residents gathered i n t h e i r homes 
f o r the study of the Bible. I n 1835 Capt. John Read and C. C. Dillingham of the 
F i r s t Congregational Church organized a Sunday School and meetings were held i n the 
school house u n t i l Mrs. Caroline Boomer donated the land and the church was b u i l t 
i n 1842. 
North Christian Church was founded as the F i r s t Protestant Church i n the r u r a l 
Steepbrook section of F a l l River. Today i t i s the only Protestant Church i n the 
northern part of F a l l River. I n 1933 i t merged w i t h the Congregational Churches, 
and i n 1960 i t merged with the United Church of Christ. The church was completely 
renovated i n 1974. 
The North Christisin Congregational Church i s a rare survivor—most of the other f i r s t 
period churches were located downtown and have not survived. Small, simple, but 
de l i c a t e l y detailed, t h i s Gothic Revival church, r e a l l y a Gothicized Greek Revival 
form, i s one of the few remaining public buildings l e f t i n Steepbrook, the c i v i c 
focus of F a l l River i n the eighteenth century u n t i l the early 1840's. The build i n g 
retains i t s a r c h i t e c t u r a l i n t e g r i t y and, given the workmanship, design and s e t t i n g , 
as w e l l as h i s t o r i c a l associations, i t meets C r i t e r i a A and C of the National Register. 

10. Bibliography and/or references (such as local histories, deeds, assessor's records, 
early maps, etc.) • , : * ̂  ' 
Atlas of Bristol County-1895-structure shown • . -

1883-structure shown • -. ' 
Steepbrook not shown on any other atlases. ' ; • . .. 
P h i l l i p s ' History of F a l l River - 1944, Vol. 11, Pg, 22 
F a l l River Herald News clipping - June 10, 1942 " < . 

Dec. 24, 1974 '„ -
..• Mar. 15, 1977 ; '..y • 'y 

History of B r i s t o l County, Pg. 361 • ^ < 

• ":My.iiAiy.y 



.^•.^W^ir^7'-~^- yr 

NPS Form 10-900-a 
(3-S2) 

OMB No. 1024-0018 
Exp. 10-31-84 

United Sta tes Department of the Interior 
National Park Service 

National Register of Historic P laces 
Inventory—Nomination Form 

Continuation sheet item number Page ^ ^ , 

Multiple Resource Area 
Thematic Group 

Name Fal l River Multiple Resource Area 

State MA 

Mnmi-no+ion/Type of Review 

51. Kennedy Park 

^ Date/Signature  

Keeper ^ ^ / ^ 4 ^ . . ^ ^ , 

Substantive Beview 
Attest 

Determined Eligible 
52. Kerr Thread Mill Keeper A ^ / j j i ^ - . 

D0£/OWNER OBJECTION -t-^--^ 
Attest 

53. King P h i l i p M i l l s 

Attest 

'TTS He view 54. Laurel Lake M i l l s „ 

[?::/OWNER OBJECTION 

Betermined Eliglb^ 7 7\ 
" Keeper " nMh 7 L ^ A / y j l ) h y k 

Attest 

55. Lindsey, William, House Inf ereS Tn tEes 
National Hs^lgter 

Snfereff In fE» / / , . y 
56. Massasoit Fire House #5 ifatlonal Register J^Per AAr^ iyYLA-<^.^,./y-<-^ 

•^•^^eper AAA '> .AAy^^^^y^..^^ 
Attest 

Snfe 
Attest 

57. Mechanics M i l l 

58. Narragansett M i l l s 

Batlonal Beglater /Weeper A^Yry /'>^6/^-^w^^y^-'-^---" 

Attest 
Enferet In ^ 
National Eesistsr 

Enterefl In tfi« 

jh^per ^A/'<-Yf\ yiy^'*-^'--^^7<^^--^ 

Attest 

59. North Burial Ground 

National Eegister j ^ ^ ^ ^ V/^/y^ ,yj.^^t...y<j,. 
Attest 

'.' f§0 . North Christian Congregational^ 
Church s y ' • - • " ' A n t a r e f f In tSe 

Sational Eegieter Attest 

^^yper Ar<.Yg^ ,yc^-''.-<.xy^^ 
'y-.:A..:.. 



NATIONAL R E G I S T E R O F H I S T O R I C P L A C E S fiVALUATION / RETURN S H E E T 

North Christian Congregational Church (Fall River . . . 
MRA) ^ ^ ~ 
Bristol County » / / ^ 
MASSACHUSETTS Wnrfcing Y A A V f J ' - / ^ 

¥mA Tim\M' y - 7^^ , 
•' • - '^Y'- ' " ' - ' ' Y Y . - y Y •" ' • ^ P M f Pu>. -

Action: —;^^CEPT A^'^'A^ A, 
1 rosubmission Snferet Tn ffie RETURN 

____ nomination by porson or loeal govsrnmsnt l^ational Eegiater R E J E C T 
ownsr objsction 1 Fsdsra i Agsncy: 
appsai 

Substantivs R s v i s w : sampis roqusst appsai NR decision 

Rsv iswsr 's commsnts: 

Rscom. /Cr i ts r ia 
Rsviswsr 
Disciplins. 
Dats 

,ss« coatinuation s h s s t 

•Nomination roturnod lor: tschnical corrsctions citsd bsiow 
. ^ s u b s t a n t i v s r s s s o n s discussad bolow 

1. N a m e 

2 . L o c a t i o n 

3 . C l a s s i f i c a t i o n 

4 . O w n e r of Property 

5 . L o c a t i o n of L e g a l P e s c r i p t i o n 

6. R e p r e s e n t a t i o n in Ex is t ing S u r v e y s 

7. Oescr ip t ion 

(•ka 

summsry psrsgraph 
complstsnsss 
clarity 
al tsrations/Intsgrlty 
datss 
boundary ss lsct ion 



8. S i g n i f i c a n c e 

I mm* tmmMti kmImm 

a ^ M l f l e da ta * 

( ln< 

summary paragraph 
comp le teness 

c l a r i t y 
app l i cab le c r i t e r i a 
j u s t i f i c a t i o n of areas 

checked 
relat ing s igni f icance to 

the resource 
coniext 
re la t ionsh ip of i n t e g r i t y 

to s ign i f icance 
j u s t i f i c a t i o n of except ion 
o ther 

9 . M a j o r B i b l i o g r a p h i c a l R e f e r e n c e s 

1 0 . O e o g r a p h i c a l D a t a 

Aeraag* of nomlnaMd proparty . 

QuadranQla nama 

UMT Rafacancaa 

Va lva l fclMWdary d i a c r t ^ l o n and i<ta«MlcaUan 

1 1 . F o r m P r e p a r e d B y 

1 2 . S t a t e H i s t o r i c P r e s e r v a t i o n O f f i c e r C e r t i f i c a t i o n 

Tha avaluatad ilgnltlcanea of tn i i proparty wltnin tha t ta t t n :  

national atata local 

• lata Hlatorlc Praaarvatlon Ottiearugnatura 

1 3 . O t h e r 

Maps 
Pho tographs 
Other 

Ques t i ons concern ing t h i s nomina t ion may be d i rec ted to 

Signed Date Phone: 2 0 2 2 7 2 - 3 5 0 4 

C o m m e n t s fo r any i t em may be c o n t i n u e d on an a t t a c h e d shee t 











Please refer to the inap in the 

Multiple Property Cover Sheet 

for this property ^ 
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IVIultiple Property Cover Sheet Reference Number: 64000279 


