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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (if known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The bullding consists of two towers 320' apart 73! high, and 254t
above sea level. A fortress-like brick-lined stone structure containing
18 rooms comnects the two towers. The entire structure is of brownstone
brought from Belleville., The north tower is octagonal, the south square

Originally the two towers were both separate and octagonal when
built in 1826-27, They were reconstructed and joined in 1862,

NATIONAL
REGISTE

33§

SNOILONAYLSNI




INSTRUCTIONS

SEE

8. Statement of Significance

FERIOD (Check One or Moce as Appropriate) -
[3 Pre-Columbian! . ’ [ 16th Century
[ 15th Century - " [0 17th Century

{1 18th Century [ 20th Century

-~ - I 19th Century

AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE (Check One ar More as Appropriate)

SPECIFIC DATELS! (If Applicable -nd'xmwn)ugh] 1525 1822 ) .. 1826, 1862 - construnction

Abor iginal [ Education [} Political L1 Urbon Plomning

(1 Prehistoric [X Engineering « (1 Religion/Phi- . [} Other (Specity)

[(] Historic ] Industry losophy | -mmﬂl__—
{ Agriculture [J invention ] Science - : - i
Architecture {1 Londscope [ Sculpture
O At . Architecture - [ Social/Human- - -

O Commerce [0 Literature itarian N
X Communications X Military [] Theater
{O Conservation O Music X1 Transportation

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The site on the hill along the Atlantic was first used for a beacon to
guide ships past Sandy Hook and into New York Harbor and to warn of the
approach of French War Ships, around 17h6. As early as 1750's the British
authorities wanted to station a mechanical signal to transmit warnings.

During the Revolution Washington stationed an outpost here to apprise him
of movement of British fleet in New York Harbor, ‘

The first Fresnel lens used in the United States was installed in the
south tower in 1841 under the supervison of Commodore Oliver Hasard Perry.

The lights were the most powerful in the county at the time., In 1898

to receive news from a sailing ship viewing the America Cup Races off the
New Jersey coast in 1899, ,
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the first electric, arc lamp used in a United States lighthouse was installed,
Gulialmo Marconi, inventor of the wireless telegraphy, set up a station
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