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OWNER'S NAME:

New Jersey Department of Environmental Protection
STREET AND NUMBER:

mc 130 John Fitch Plaza
CITY OR TOWN:

Tfeentonv New Jersey 0862^
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COURTHOUSE. REGISTRY OF DEEDS. ETC;

Moumouth County Courthouse
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TITLE OP SURVEY:

Jf&v Jerse Historic Sites Inventory $Lli!>7»2
DATE OF SURVEY: d Federal State Q County

DEPOSITORY FOR SURVEY RECORDS:

Historic Sites Section, Department of Environmental Protection
STREET AND NUMBER:

Boit ll2Q John Fitch Plaza
CITY OR TOWN:

New Jersey 08625



7. Description

CONDITION
(Check One) 

O Mov»d (5 Original Site

The building consists of tiro towers 320* apart 73' high, and 251* f 
above sea level* A fortress-like brick-lined stone structure containing 
18 rooms connects the two towers. The entire structure is of breyjigtojB 
brought from Belleville* The north tower is octagonal, the south square

Originally the two towers were both separate and octagonal when 
built in 1826-27. They were reconstructed and joined in 1862.
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Statement of Significance
PERIOD (Check One or More a« Appropriate)

Q Pre-Columbian | . D 16*b Century 

Q T5th Century D 17th Century

20th Century

AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE (Chick One or More ae Appropriate)

1896, 1869 - cons true tAon

Abor iginal

Q Prehistoric

[~| Historic 

["" Agriculture 

00 Architecture 

D Art 

n Commerce 

Iff Communications 

t~| Conservation

( t Education 

QQ Engineering 

Q Industry 

I I Invention 

(| Landscape

Architecture 

D Literature 

QQ Military 

D Music

Q Political

Q Religion/Phi, 

losophy '

f~) Science

Q Sculpture

Q Social/Human­ 

itarian

n Theater

f] Transportation

Q Urban Planning 

g Other (Specify)

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The site on the hill along the Atlantic was first used for a beacon to 
guide ships past Sandy Hook and into Hew York Harbor and to warn of the 
approach of French War Ships, around 17W. As early as 1750»s the British 
authorities wanted to station a mechanical signal to transmit warnings • 
Boring the Revolution Washington stationed an outpost here to apprise him 
of movement of British fleet in Hew York Harbor*

The first Fresnel lens used in the United States was installed in the 
south tower in 18I|1 under the supervison of Commodore Oliver Hasard Perry*

Marconi, inventor of the wireless telegraphy, set up a station
to receive news from a sailing ship viewing the America Cup Races off the 
Hew Jersey coast in 1899 *

This is a unique building in that twin lighthouses were seldom construe ;ede 
Ihe twin design served to prevent confusion with the Sandy Hook light located 
nearby. j
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As the designated State Liaison Officer for the Na­ 
tional Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law 
89-665), I hereby nominate this property for inclusion 
in the National Register and certify that it has been 
evaluated according to the criteria and procedures set 
forth by the National Park Service. The recommended 
level of significance of this nomination is: 

National |jg State Q] Local n

Title GmgrfLaalenuu?- Department of
Environmental Protection 

Bate September 11, 1970
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I hereby certify that this property is included in the 

National Register.

Chief, Office of Archeology and Historic Preservation

DECS 1970
Bate

ATTEST:

Keeper of The National Register — "
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