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The church is a good example of a simple meetinghouse form. The 
walls, for the most part f are constructed of rough-square stone with 
Federal style lintels over the doors and windows. From all evidence , 
the exterior of this structure has not changed with the exception of a 
modern kitchen to the rear of the structure. This lean-to addition 
does not distract or mar the original structure. A round-arched window 
with curved mullions lights the attic in front. This attic area was 
originally a balcony on the interior used for additional seating. On 
each side of the linear facades -'are" 3'~" j * regularly'spaced 1 sash windows. 
Each has recessed one-panel double shutter doors below a transom. Both 
are lined with matching panels. The simple cornice is returned'-dri both 
gables. .. - . . .-,, , - ..,.-. , r . n

The interior is a simple one-cell or one room plan with an adjacent 
frontal foyer. The foyer is flanked by two doors. The left door leads 
to the upper enclosed balcony-attic area and the door on the right is a 
storage closet. There is one entrance to the main sanctuary, with a 
central aisle flanked by rows or pews. The chancel area is elevated by 
one step to form a semi-circular recess by means of the alter rail. 
The chancel wall retains a decorative Greek Revival frieze._ The basement's 
supportive structures are-hand-hewn oak, beams.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE
i

The Mount Bethel Methodist Church, the oldest Methodist edifice in 
this rural township-, was constructed in 1844 in a conventional meeting­ 
house form with restrained vernacular Greek Revival styling. The 
building i <i-s an interesting mixture of the conservative nature of 
Methodism (the simple meetinghquse plan), the,traditional construction 
technology of Warren County (stone), and popular mid-19th century 
architecture (massing and details). ,; j »- t' -'- -

A significant aspect of the church is the establishing of the 
Methodist religion in the area. The church is the oldest Methodist 
church in the Tvownship of Mansfield and possibly the oldest of any 
.denomination in the township.

The earliest known date.connected with, the establishment of Mount 
Bethel Congregation is January 16, 1788. At that time Dr. Robert 
Cummins, a Revolutionary War surgeon, bought four tracts of land from 
Andrew Bray. The land was then known as -Schamp Farm.* Cummins, in 
turn, sold part of this land to James Egbert of Staten Island in 1796. 
Egbert, a Methodist, decided to give a tract of land to construct a
church. / ... -- •'[

It is historically established that in 1809 the village and church 
was named Mount Bethel by Bishop Frances Asbury, America's first 
Methodist bishop. l!

Up until the time the cornerstone was ilaid in the spring of 1844, 
the church meetings where held in various homes in the area. The 
church was dedicated in the fall of that same year and cost approximately 
$2,600.

The architectural aspect is also significant as its basic theme is 
more distinctly a holdover from the eighteenth century rather than the 
strong ornate influences of the nineteenth century.

It is important to note the cemetery as two' of the early owners of 
the land are buried there, Dr. Robert Cummins 1742-1806 and James 
Egbert 1742-1817.
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