FORM A - AREA SURVEY Form Qumbers in this area Area no.

MASSACHUSETTS HISTORICAL COMMISSION Mid Cambridge [ .1
Office of the Secretary, State House, Boston

1. Town Cambridge
Name of area (if any) Bigelow Street
National Register District

2. Photo (3x3" or 3x5"
Saple to left side of form 3. General date or period 187Q-1875

Photo number [OfA-INYP
4. IS area uniform (explain): . ;
in style? yes, almost entirely Mansard,
ia condition? Y” s > good condition
in type of ownership? yes? privately owne

in use? , residential

5 Map. Use space below to draw a general map of the area involved. Indicate any historic
properties for which individual reports are completed on Forms B thru F, using corres-
ponding numbers. Show street names (including route numbers, if any) and indicate north.
Indicate with an "x" existing houses not inventoried on Form B. >

NOV 14 18
DO NOT WRITE IN THIS SPACE 6. Recorded by Bainbridge Bunting
USGS Quadrant
Organization p"AM.-Hgh pAnA
MHC Photo no.
Date J.965

(over) aH-ecaoM N"TH-

4-5-73-075074



7. Historical data. Explaiathe historical/architectural importance of this area.

Bi gel ow Street i shost toa series of pretentious Mansard houses
built between 1869 and 1874. The street was laid out i n 1868 by
Al bert Vinal and al most completely developed within a few years.
Vinal sold most of theland as house lots toindividual housewrights
and masons. Although no attempt was nmade tobuild identical houses,
there i sa consistent appearance tothegroup, attributable to the
relatively short time span during which thestructures were erected.
The houses along Bigelow Street feature an abundance of high quality
decorative detail andvariations i nplan. Rooflines ajid setback are
uniform following therising incline of thestreet. Wen built,
the average cost of these elegant and i mposing houses was about $11, 000,
a high price for theperiod. Occupants of thehoiises included prosperous
busi nessmen and government officials, including a Clerk of the Courts,
a government detective, a comm ssion merchant at Central Wharf, t he
Treasurer of t he Canbridgeport Savings Bank, and a successful |eather
jmer chant .

1. ' Sinmeon Snow Hbti B C 869", 7 Bigel ow Street Z i-: Z

A side-hall Jvansard with flush-boarded facade, quoins and an
entrance porch with, segmental qgxiadrant struts; the home of
Simeon Snow, a |eather merchant.

2. 9-11 Bigel bw-"Str~t €1874) , . , Z- '

A double Hansard house of red brick with paii?ed center entrances
polygonal end bays. o o . y . .7?

3. Henry Bird Hoxisfe (.18m), 13 Bigelow Street

A square Mansard with center pavilion and curvilinear dormers
on a patterned date  roof. Henry Bird owned a Cambridge iron "y™
fovindry. . . . AN

continued

8. Bibliography and/or references such as local histories, deeds, assessor's records,
early maps, etc.
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I NVENTORY FCRM CONTI NUATI ON SHEET Coranunity: Fom Na

MASSACHUSETTS HISTORICAL (ZOMASSON Mid- Cambridge MC,

Office of the Secretary, Boston
Property Name Bigelow St. N.R.D.

page 2 .

Indicate eadi item on inventory form >*iich is being continued below.

4.. 15 Bigelow Street Q873) " .

", A center-pavilioned Mansard with spring eaves and a porch with
chamfered posts and Corinthian capitals.

5. Hiram Whitely = House C1873) , 17 Bigelow  Sreet oo o i

A side-hall Mansard with a steep, strai ght-edged roof and flush-
boarded facade; theresidence of Hiram Whitely, a government

detective.
If.
6< 21-2 3 Bigelow" Street il873) [ ] *'
Russell Snowwas t he builder of this unusual side entrance double
Hansard.
7. Joseph Jessop House C1872), 25 Bigelow Street e <
A symmetrical, center-hall dwelling. The original Mansard roof
has been replaced by a hi proof. This was t heresidence of Joseph
. Jessop, a local confectioner. , . o ..
8. John W Davis House C1870) 35 Bigelow Street .

A sjnall Mansard house with quoins and a steep, set-back roof. One-
story octagonal bays flank the entrance. Built for John W Davis,
a conm ssion nerchant at Boston's Central Warf. N,

9 Charles Montague House (1873) , 6 Bigelow Street V'

A large, center-hall Mansard with paired porch colums and ornate
capitals. Built for Charles Montagu, t hetreasurer of t he Star
Col I ar Conpany.

10- Theodore Hurd House C1883-84), 10-12Bigelow Street

A Queen Anne house with a gable-on-hip roof and side entrances.
Theodore Hurd was t heClerk of t he Courts.

11- Edward Hyde House C1870), 22 Bigelow Street '

An imposing symmetrical towered Mansard, noved t oit spresent siteto

make way for theconstruction of City Hall. Notable featuresinclude
its towered center pavilion, rusticated wooden facade and corner
ot quoins. The house was t heresidence of Edward Hyde, Treasurer of

the Cambridgeport Savings Bank.

continued

Staple to Inventory form at bottom



I NVENTARY FORM GONTI NUATI OGN SHEET Comniunity: Fo™go:

MASSACHUSETTS HISTORICAL COVMSSON Mid Cambridge . I
Office of the Secretary, Boston

Page 3 vV @ - Property Name Bigelow St. N.R.D.

I ndi cate each item oninventory formwhich is being continued bel ow.

The Bigelow Street National Register District enconmpasses
,both sides of Bigelow Street between Harvard Street and Massachusetts
Avenue (see Canbridge Community Devel opment P. D Quad Map 3) .
Boi mdaries were chosen t oinclude properties fromthe m d nineteenth

century devel opment of this street.

-END-
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Staple to Inventory form at bottom
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LAW OFFICES

KIHK S. GiFFKN

Il BEACON STREET
P. O. BOX 868
BOHTOK. M A (CJIOri OHUO
AREA CODE 617

Decenber 21, 1981 227.1.00

Patricia L. Wesl owski, Executor Director

Massachusetts Historical Comm ssion

294 Washington Street

Boston, Mass. 02108 MSS

Dear Ms. Wesl| owski :

RE Lewis Macaul ey
8 Bigelow Street (118-35)
Cambri dge, Mass.
Bi gel ow Street National“Eeiii-aiiajL District

|, Lewis Macaul ey, hereby certify that I amthe ower of the
house andland at 8 Bigel ow Street, Cambridge, Massachusetts,
and i naccordance with theNational Historic Preservation Act
Amendnments of 1980 and Federal Regulations 36 CFRPart 60,
hereby object t o thelisting of ny property at 8 Bigelow Street,
Cambri dge, as part of theproposed Bigelow Street National
Register District.

| feel strongly about having any additional limtations placed
on ny useof theproperty. There are, i nny opinion, nore than

enough restrictions imposed by zoning, sanitary code standards,
and Rent Control, now.

COMMONVEALTH GF MASSACHUSETTS
M ddl esex SS lyy-y~ [ 71981

Then personally appeared t he above named Lewi s Macaul ey, known
to me, and made oath t ot he foregoing andacknow edged that he
executed the same as hi sfree act anddeed, before ne.

M/ Commi ssion expires 9/8/88

3 lop'



