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1. Name
o B.M.C” Durfeejiligh School
historic
Durfee Education Center
and/or common
2. Location
street & numlwr 289 Rock Street not for publication
city,town Fall River vicinity of congressional district tenth
date Massachusetts code 025 county Bristol code 005
3. Classiffication
Category Ownership Status Present Use
district JE public iL occupied agriculture museum
building(s) private unoccupied commercial park
structure both work in progress _X educational private residence
site Public Acquisition Accessible entertainment religious
object in process X yes: restricted government scientific
being considered yes: unrestricted industrial transportation
no military other:
4. Owner off Property
name City of Fall River
dreet & number 1 Government Center
city,tomn Fall River vicinity of dg'g Massachusetts
5. Location off Legal Description
courthouse, registry of deeds, etc. Bristol County Registry of Deeds
sreet & numba 441 North Main Street
city,town Fall River date Massachusetts
6. Representation in Existing Surveys
InViBiitory of the Historic Assets of the Commonyedth . .
tlt'IBe ¥ f%sr%/ls property been determined degible? ~ yes X no
date 1977 federal "L, state county local
depodtory for survey records M assachusetts Historical Commission
ity, town Boston dae  Massachusetts



7. Description

Condition Check one Check one
excellent deteriorated unaltered X original site
good ruins altered moved date

-X  fair unexposed

Describe the present and original (if known) physical appearance

B MC Durfee High School i saninmposing three and a half story granite building occupying
an entire city block bounded by Rock, Cherry, High, and Locust Streets. Erected i n 1886
from designs by George A Clough, Durfee High School is promnently situated near the
proposed Highlands Historic District overlooking M. Hope Bay, just north of downtown Fall
River. Its setting, together with a steep  hipped roof and five story clock-tower,

nake t hestructure a dom nant elenment i nt helandscape and a key Fal |l River |andmark.

The nost concise description of the building was that written by thearchitect uponits
opening and published three years later i nBMQC Durfee High School, Fall River, M\
Fall River, 1889. It i sstill remarkably accurate.

The building occupies a commanding position, with spacious grounds about it. The area

of the building i s20,500 feet. The exterior walls of all four elevations arebuilt of
granite, surnoint ed with steep plated roofs, and the whole treated i na nodern ren-

ai ssance style. The principal features of thearchitecture arebroight out i na clock-tower
. anobservatory tower, and a central pavilionwith steep roofs. The main features (two
towers and central pavilion) arearranged across thefront, between heavy projecting

end pavilions, and aretied together at thebottom fromone totheother, with a massive
stone arcade. The clock tower at thesouth endis mainly of grarite, termnating with

a copper spire or finial. The clock dial i s 114 feet above thegrade; below, and yet
above t heroofs, i sanopen belfry with a chime of bells. The north tower occupies a
symmetrical position with that of thesouth, but i sof less height and i ssurnounted

with anastronom cal cupola, fitted with telescope. The central pavilion between these
two towers conprise the nonunmental features of the building. It isall of stone, with
a broad base and massive piers, each side termnating with certain omamental finials,
and a large tablet between, bearing this inscriptioni n raised letters, "BMC Durfee
Hi gh School." At theleft of thetable, at t hebase of one of thefinials, i s "AD"
and at theright "1886."

The plan of the building i ssomewhat irregular with alength of 253 feet, the greatest
width being 90feet, and t heleast 60feet, and i slaid out upon t he German principle
of gaining the best results i nintroducing light and air, obtaining free and constant
circulation and preventing one schoolroom from contam nating another. Toaid in making
this principle nore effective, thesystemof indirect steamheating i s introduced.

The building i sequivalent to4 stories in height beside a subterranean story used for a
boiler room Mch of this subterranean part was blasted out of solid rock. The

floor surfaces areconstructed of iron and nasonry soastobefireproof asare the
many mills i nthecity. The corridor floors aretiled in marble while the schoolroom
floors arefinished in pine boards sawn sothat thegrain i s at aright angle with

the plane of thesurface. , i

The general finish of theinterior i s of oak. The walls arewainscotted throughout t o
the height of about 4 feet and i nthecorridors, where thefloors aretiled, a black
marble strip froms theplinth tothewainscot.
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The architecture of theinterior i squite sinple i ncharacter, and i sconfinedto

bringing out theconstructional parts i nslight sinple stucco details, showingthe
arches of the brick masonry, t he beans being covered and protected against fire by
the stucco work, thesame being finished with a beaded edge.

The building, although i nconstant use as a high school until 1978 isvirtuallyin-
tact. The exterior remains unchanged. On theinterior, several classroonms have

been divided i nhalf, but at such an early date that the woodwork and pl asterwork have
been matched exactly. The original gas lighting fixtures and the original school-
room cl ocks have | ong disappeared. The bath-roons have been remodelled. The only
intrusion i sa tenporary storage shed closet built into a hallway on t hesecond floor.
A telescope i stheonly inmportant feature that has been removed—t was renoved from
the observatory tower, restored andwas installed at t henew Durfee High School i n
January 1981- Although the building has, remarkably never been substantially altered
or renovated, i t has suffered fromlack of funds and mai ntenance. Recently a water

pi pe burst and water cascaded through all three stories and froze, causing serious
danage.



8. Signifficance

Period Areas of Significance—Check and justify below
prehistoric archeology-prehistoric community planning landscape architecture religion
1400-1499 archeology-historic conservation law science
1500-1599 agriculture economics literature sculpture
1600-1699 X architecture K education military social/
1700-1799 art engineering music humanitarian
X-1800-1899 commerce exploration/settlement philosophy theater
1900- communications industry politics/government transportation
invention other (specify)
A L .
Specific dates i aaf, BuiT'der/ Architect Jeorge Atf” Qltjgh' afjchlrtlt?JCt

— | 000 A—Norcross Brothers, builders
Statenment of Significance (in one paragraph)

The BMC Durfee High School, designed by Boston architect George Clough, possesses
integrity of location, design, setting, materials, and workmanship. I nthequality of
its design and materials, i ti semblematic of late nineteenth century Fall River's
wealth and civic pride and reflects thecity's commtnent toneet theeducational
needs of its rapidly expanding population. | naddition toits civic and architectural
significance, theschool also has strong associations with one of Fall River's nost
important families; theDurfee's. Thus theschool nmeets criteria A, B, and C of the
National Register of Historic Places.

The building was given by Mary Brayton Durfee Young i n nenory of her son, Bradford

, Mat hew Chal oner Durfee. Durfee, a native of Fall River and area resident, diedi n
1872, at t heage of twenty-nine. The Durfee famly was promnent i nthe establishment
of Fall RiverJs industrial base with theestablishment of theFall River Iron Wrks

in 1821. I ngiving thebuilding, Ms. Young was responding both totheneeds of the
city, whose thirty-year ol d high school was overcrowded and about t obe enlarged, and
to thedesires of her son, who hoped that his estate m ght assist theyouth of the
city tobe instructed i nthe"chem cal, physical, and mechanical sciences, which enter
so largely into theindustries of Fall River." Thus, theschool was endowed by Ms.
Young with $50,000 for these purposes. The principal orator at thededication on June
15, 1887 (the 44th anniversary of Durfee's birth) was Reverend Roswell D Hitchcock,
President of theUnion Theol ogical Seminary i nNew York, who summed up t hespecial role

that Durfee High School would play i nthelife of Fall River. "Inthis metropolis of
mechani cal industry, i nwhich so many thousands have found lucrative enploynent and
such handsone fortunes have been nmade, it was felt tobe wise and proper that special

opportunities should be provided for these branches of science that underlie all this
mechani cal industry."

Ms. Young selected and acquired thesite and offered it and a future school building
to theCity Council i nFebruary 1883. A joint comittee of theschool comittee and
the special comrittee on t hehigh school building unaninmously selected George A
Clough of Boston tobe thearchitect of thenew building. Clough, who was Boston's
first city architect, was a prolific designer of schools, having conpleted 83of
thembefore receiving this commission. Hisnost well-known structures i nBoston were
the Boston Latin School and t he Marcella Street Hone f or Vagrant Boys, both of which
displayed thesymmetry, steep roofline, and paired towers that aresovividly expressed
in theDurfee High School. Originally thebuilding was t ohave been constructed of
brick. The nore costly (and nore typical of Fall River) granite was substituted. The
stone for thefirst floor came froma local quarry, Wlliam Beattie's; thestone for
the other stories was supplied by Al exander MDonald fromhis quarry i n Mason, New
Hampshire.  The foundations were laid by a local mason, Tillinghast Records; the
remai nder of thestone and theentire building was erected by Norcross Brothers of
Worcester, Massachusetts, who had built Boston High School.



9. Major Bibliographical Refferences

B MC Durfee Hi gh School Building, Fall River, MA Fall River 1889

WJ. Durfee Quo Vadis: Bi ography of a Hi gh School, 1970

Phillips History of Fall River, Volune | | pp.81-96.

10. Geographical Data

mi oy
Acreage of nominated property 66,465 sq. ft_
Quadrangle name Fall River Quadrangle scale 1:25.000
UMT References
ATAJ |3]2]0]9,3,0] ]4]6]1,9]1,0,0] . 3L LL .-
Zone  Easting Northing Zone Easting - Northing

cLU Il .leell Il .111I LI | o] o] e
E| U 1-LjJ FLULL L 5 o Lo
GILJ L J L H XJ- |'|'|'o|
Verbal boundary description and justification _

Full city block bounded by Rock, High, Cherry, and Locust Streets.

Also  please refer to the. attached, map. . i \<.. rci-
List allstates andcounties forproperties overlapping state orcounty boundaries
state code county code
state code county code

11. Form Prepared By

namel/title

organization Massachusetts Historical Commission date January, 1981
greet & number 294 Washington Street telephone(617) 727-8470
city or town Boston state M assachusetts

12. State Historic Preservation Offfficer Certlffication

The evaluated significance ofthis property within the staie iiss

national state local

As the designated State Historic Preservation Officer for the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law 89-
665), | hereby nominate this property for inclusion inthe National Register and certify that ithasbeen evaluated
according to thecriteria and procedures setfortfi)by the Heritage Conservation and Recreation Service.

State Historic Preservation Officer signaturej*e,:” JANTAAVARS (Vi

titte Executive Director, Massachusetts Historical Commission date

For HCRS use only
1 hereby certify that thisproperty is Included inthe National Register

>/t N / L~/ Entered in the
date
edeeper of the National Renter
Attest: date

Chief of Registration

GPO 936 835

N - - 4 n LN | i of His o c reservation
Candace Jenki'ns, Regi'stration B’l\rector wi't h |V|enne Lasq‘xty Igl’eserv ti PFanner

f
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Few of George Clough's building remain and Durfee High School i san inportant ex-
anple of thescholastic building that occurred i n Massachusetts, following the 1848
enactment of a lawcalling for high schools i nthecommunities throughout the state.
Al though unusual i nits source, Durfee High School i stypical of thelate 19thcen-
tury belief i nthedemocratic value of education, and t hesocial benefits of
technology. The Secretary of t he State Board of Education summarized t he prevailing

sentiments: "The civilization (andpatriotism of a nodern Massachusetts conmunity
is expressed i nno insignificant degree i nthecharacter and condition of its
school houses." Barely altered since its opening, Durfee Hi gh School remains a

powerful architectural statement of theoptimsmand civic purpose of Fall River
and theentire state a century ago.
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State, Count/'  /2p/?
Working Number sM/.J'/. /J'JL
_~Nomination
Determination of Eligiblity
On Nomination Form

MapSjj*/
Photos _|

Nomination prepared by:
_"tate Staff

L ocal

Other

|. Evaluation of Resource (cont.

n. Evaluation of Nomination

1 Descriptive Statement
Short Format Yes

2. Significance Statement
Short Format  Yes

3. ConceptdIntegrity

4. Concepts/Criteria

5. ConceptsBoundaries

6. Contextual Evaluation

dnr-3

Fed Nom o Requet—Agency

Federal Register Date ~- d?-

jirldg(s) Within:

_Site Multiple Resource Area
Object Thematic Group
Structure
District

Untered in the
Achon:iJatlonal EeglfltfiE Check if Appropriate:
JINCCEPT ™ [N State Request for Review
RETURN Keeper's Decision to Review
REJECT 2nd Return

on back if necessary)

General Comments (cont. on back if necessary):

Reviewer/Date

National Park Service

Good
Adequate ,
Poor Comments
No
No
' See Attached

U.S. Department of the Interior
























....... -~ COMMONWEALTH OF MASSACHUSETTS
Lrrrrrrmi Office of the Secretary of State

MASSACHUSETTS 294 washington Street

Boston, Massachusetts

HISTORICAL 02108 MICHAEL JOSEPH CONNOLLY
COMMISSION 617-727-8470 Secretary of State

May 4, 1981

M. Jerry Rogers, Acti ng Keeper -

Regi strati on Branch Ney' 1A

Heritage, Conservation S Recreation

Service

DA, W34

Washington DC 20243
Dear M. Rogers:

Encl osed youwill find thefollowing nomnation forms forpublicly owied buildings;
Barnst abl e-Barnstabl e County CSurthouse (state)

Fall River-B.MC Durfee High School (local)

Hul I -Point Allerton Lifesaving Station (state)

Lynn-O d Post Office (local) '
Vynout h- Fogg Library (local) ;

Al'l have been voted eligiblebytheState Review Board and have been signec
by theState Historic Preservation Officer.

Sincerely,

Candace Je/fl<ins
Registrat:*on Director

A



ENTR ES | NTHE NATI ONAL REQ STER

B U : 1

Date Entered

Neune Location
DorfM B. M C., Bl gh School Fal | R v«r

Brlatol Gounty

Fogg Library Veynout h
Nor f ol k Gounty

Banat abl a Gounty Gour t bouaa Banat abl a
Bar nst abl e Gounty

Point Allerton Llfeaavlng Station Hul |
N Pl yaout h Gounty

N
|

s

Al'so Notified

Honor abl e Paul E. Tsongaa

Honor abl e Edvard M Kennedy State Historic Preservation Oficer
Honor abl e Margaret M Heckl er Ms. Patricia L. Vesl owski
Honorable Gerry E. Sudds taecutlve Director

Nort heast Region, HIFS Hassachusetts Historical Coi nssloa

294 \dshi ngton Street
Bost on, Massachusetts 02108

formation, please call the National Register at (202)343-6401.



