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L. Name or Property

niscoric name Nieman, xawin J. Sr., House

other names/site numper N/A

Z. _LOcation

street & number 13U3U Nortn Cedarpurg Road N/A not _tor_ pupiication
clty, town fown of Mequon N/A ViCINITY
state _Wisconsin coae Wi county uzaukee code U8y Z1D _coge_ 53Uy

3. tCilassitication

uwnership ot Property Category or Property No. of Resources witnin Property
_X private _X__buiiding(s) contributing noncontributing
___ public-iocal ____aistrict 2 ___ __ buildings
___ public-State ____Ssite . ______sites
___ publiic-Federal ___ structure 1 _____ structures
____ object - _____ objects

3 U rotal

Name or related multiple property Listing: No. or contributing resources

previously listea in the
N/A National Register None




4 State/prederat AJency Certirication

Lhe des14nated IUTHOFITY under TChe NaT1onal HISToric Preservation Act of 19686,
as amended, I nerepy certify that this _X nomination __ reguest for determination
0f eli1glbiiity meets the documentation stanaards tor registering properties in tne
National register of Historic Places anda meets the proceaural and proressional
requirements set forth in 36 CKFR Part b0. in my opinion, the property X meets
___aoes not meet the National Reglister criteria. ___sSee continuation sheet.

Z /ﬁ/@fa

bate

1.
LA (I )

statd or Federal agency ana bureau

in my opinion, the property meets goes not meet the National Kegister
criteria. see continuation sheet.
signature ot commenting oOr other otfrilclal bate

State or rvegeral agency ana bureau

5. Naf?onal Park Service certitication
1, hfrepy, certiry that this property 1s:

entered 1n the National Register. 7~

See continuation sheet & (2: F;
determined eligible for the National Enterad
Register. See continuation sheet Nawiorsd oot oo

determined not eligible tfor the
Nationai Register.

removed from the Natlional KHegister.

other, (explain:)

sgnature or the Keeper pate
b. kunctions or Use
Historic Functions current Functions
{enter categories trom instructions) {enter categories rrom instructions)
DOMESTIC/single dwelling DUMKSTIC/Ss1ngle dwelling

DOMESTIC/secondary structure DOMESYIC/secondary structure




/. Description

Arcnltectural Classirication Mmacerliais
{enter categories trom instructions) (enter catedgories rrom instructions)

tounaatcion concrece

fuaor KRewvival watls BricK
roor siate
other Copper

iron

Describe present and historic physical appearance.

bescription

‘he N1eman nouse is a superb, elaborateiy detalled, large scale ‘ludor revivali style
tree-standing mansion that was built in the rurali countryside north or the viliage
ot “Thiensvillie in Ozaukee Countv between 1928 and 1929 at a cost ot more than
S60,0U0 to a design by noted Milwaukee architect Herman #n. Bruns. Bruns' client,
Edwin J. Nieman, Sr., was a partner in the Wisconsin-pased kKromm Bros.- Nieman Co.,
wnich 1n 1Y28 was the nation's largest breeder of silver foxes tor furs. Nieman's
new house and 1ts Zb-acre grounds were originally surrounaea on ail sides by the
much larger Land noidlngs that were Then assoclatea wlth the company's main
Thiensvilie tox tarm. The nouse, wnich 1s located near the center ot this bparcel,
was occupied pDy Nieman ana his tfamily untll his deatn in 1Y8H, atter wnich It was
purchased py the present owners, Ur. ana Mrs. N. Timotny Lynch. Fortunately, the
house was in very good anc almost totaily original conaition when tne nynchs'
purchased it and tnhey have done nothing to change 1t since tnhat time exceptr tor
upgrading the utilities ang repalring or renewing tne niStoric rabric orf tne house

where necessary.

The two-ana-a-hait story main DlocK Of the Nieman nouse nas a moditied L-plan
contiguration. Seventeen principal L1viNg rooms are spreaa over the Ttwo maln
stories and the attic story, whlie three additional rooms related TO tamiiy
tunctions are lLocated 1n tne pasement story. 'this full basement Story has wails
that are constructed out ot reintorced concrete and the exterior walls that rest on
1T and the rLoors ot the nouse are ailso constructed out Or reinrorcea concrete ana
are supported py a steel rrame. ‘I'he exterlor Surrtaces Or these walls are claa ror
the mMOST part ln a miXTure or tan, greylsh-tan, and L1gnt Drown wire-cut brick lald
1n Stretcher bond ana tney rise up to the steeply pitched siate-clad muiti-gabple
roor that sheiters the maln block. ‘I'his portion ot the house measures bb.b-feet in
length by 40.4-teet 1n total wiath and its length and width are turther extended DY
a rectilinear plan 16.7%-toot x L4.75-foot one-story conservatory wing tnat is
attached to the southeast corner ot the maln biock. [n aadition, a nearly square
pian 24.33-foot-deep by /b.3-foot-wide detached two-car garage ot matching design
and construction is located immeaiately to the northeast or tne nouse. Both the
exterior ana the interior of the house and garagde are elaporately detailed with
materials ot the nighest quality, custom-made teatures abound, and all are in a
highly intact state of preservation and reflect the fullest tlowering of the period
revival designs that were being created in the late 1920s.

‘*he Nieman house is located in the Town of Mequon ana is sited on a 26-acre parcel
ot land that is located approximately one-halt-mile north or the village ot
Thiensville and approximateliy two-miles south ot the city ot Cedarburg, pboth ot
which are lLocatea in Ozaukee County.+ ‘These two h1storic communities are Ltinkea Dy

+ 'he 1990 population ot ‘thiensvilie was 33Ul and ot Ceadarburg, was 3989o.
X See continuatcion sheet
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the north-south running S{H 57, which nighway (aiso known as Cedarpburg KRoad in this
vicinity) rorms the west boundary otr the nominated property. ‘The land between these
two communities 1s gently rolling ana 1s largely rurali, tarming 1s still practicea
in the area. Hecause thls area 1s located oniy about elght mites nortn Ot the cCity
0L Mllwaukee's tast-qrowing northern suburbs, however, the rurai landscape in this
V1iCinity 1is being converted to other, mOre urpan uses and the lana pordering on S5TH
51, especilally tnat area just south Of Cedarburdg, 1S nOw bDelng rapidiy developed.

'ne western eage ot tne parcei ot lana that 1S now assoclated with the Nieman nouse
15, as previously noted, porderesd by S''H 5/ ana the portion that taces this
thorougntare is gensely woodea, erteCctiveiy SCreening the nouse IIom the view ot
passerspy. ''he house 1tseit 15 locatea approximarely LUUU reef east or the nignway
ana 1s situated near the top ot a modest, aensely wooded rise. sSurrounaing the
house 15 a beautlrully landscapea two-acre clearing tnat contalns large areas ot
lawn ornamentea witn trees, Snhrubs, tlower beds, ana a iarge, naturalisticaily
pianted pond. From the highway one ascends & Curving blacktopped driveway that
winds througn tne woods untll 1t reaches a pailr ot tive-rfoot-tall stucco-cliaa
classically designed entrance gate piers, each ot which nas a base, a shatt, and a
capital that is surmounted by a stone sphere. ‘he driveway then passes between tne
piers, curves to the right towards the house, then continues past the garage on a
broad circular route that graqually Drings 1t Dack to the entrance plers.*“

North-Facing Rear klevation

This L-plan house consists or TwWo main wings, the west wing and the east wing. The

north-tacing rear elevation of the house faces onto the circular entrance drive and

1t is composed ot two principal elements; the north end ot the east wing to the lert
(east), ana the north elevation of the west wWing to the right (west).

The ¢b.75-toot-wide north end ot the east wing projects two-teet turtner north than
the remainder of the eievation and it is clad entirely 1n brick, is asymmetrical in
design, is three-bays-wide and two-ana-a-nalt stories tall, ana 1t 1s surmounted DYy
the north-racing gapie end ot the east wing. The cornices of the steeply pitched
roor siopes ot the gabie end ao not overhang the wail below but these siopes do
overhang the side elevations of the wing. 'These overhangs are Located at the base
0r the gabie ena and they are carried on heavy cut stone impost biocks that are set
rlush with the wall surrace of the north end of the east wing.

‘the principal teature on the north ena ot the east wing 1s a two-story open wooden
entrance porch that occupies the tlrst two-stories ot the right-hana bay. 'this

“ A second gravel driveway curves to the right shortly Detrore one reaches tne
entrance gate posts and it parallels the maln south-tacing tacade ot the house,
wnich 1s where the main entrance 1s locatea. It 1s not clear, however, whether this
driveway was ever used as the principal approach to tne house and it is now treated

as a secondary entrance.
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porch nas a rectliilnear pian Cnat measures eleven-reet-wide Dy tive-reet-deep and
1t5 r1rst story shelters the rear entrance to the house (this 1S Now usea as the
principal entrance). ‘'he porch 1S constructed entireLy Of stained wood ana utiiizes
praced timber traming that 1s at least partially hela together with wooden pegs.

fhe principal supports ot the porch cConsist Or TwO palrs Ot superimposed, rather
elaborately notched and chamterea vertical posts. ‘'he first pair ot these pOSTS
rest on a concrete paad placed at ground level that rorms the rloor Or the first
Story or the porcnhn and they support the porch's second story. ‘'he second palr ot
posts are 1ldenticai in lengtn and gesign aha they support the copper-covered hip
root that sneiters the porch's second story. ‘the two siae walls ot the porcn's
r1rst story are partially enclosed. 50Lid walls maae out or vertical wooden
matchboarding enciose the lower nalves while the upper halves are open and are each
decorated with four shapea and notched wooden baiusters. ‘'he secona story tfloor ot
the porcn is encirciea with a wooden pbalustrade whose notched balusters repeat the
design of the larger notcned tirst story boards ana wnose posts repeat the cnamtered
and notched design ot the maln posts that sSupport the entire porcn.

The flat-arched rear entrance door opening ana its oak entrance door are sneitered
py the tloor ot tne porch's second story and 1T 1S Centered petween two identical
flat-archea window openings that are also So sheltered. ‘'nese Window openings admit
light into the rear entrance hail ana they each Contaln a rour-over-tour Light
gouble hung wood sash WinQow whose 1l1gnts are nheila in place py leaa cames.?
ldentical door and wWlndow openings are also locatea in the story above, wnere the
openings are sheltered Dy the porch roor, and these windows admit Light to the
second story lanaing ot the rear stalr hall. kach Oor these window openings has a
dressed cut Limestone sill and a head that consists Ot a course of soldier DricKs.

A singie pair of wWindows 1is placed weil to the lett ot the porch towaras tne lert-
handa side ot this elevation on both the tirst ana second stories, although each pair
is placed siightly higher than the windows to the right that are shelterea Dy the
porch because the latter windows lignt landings that are Lower 1n height than the
floor ievels ot the first and seconda stories. ‘he first STOry wilndows Light thne
kitchen and have six-over-one-ilghts while the second sStory windows are slightly
taller, nave si1x-over-sixX lights, ana admit light to a pedroom. A single six-over-
one-lignt window is centered in the gable end where it lights tne attic story, and
an identical winaow is positioned lower and to the right and lights the attic story

landing of the rear stair hall.

The remainder of the north-tacing elevation of the house is comprised ot the 27.75-
foot-long north elevation of the west wing ot the nouse. At first glance, this

% All the house's windows have wood sash and use lead cames to nold in the
lights. 1n aadition, unless otherwise noted, all window openings are tlat-arcned
and have cut stone plain slip sills ana prick linteis made out ot a course Ot

soldier brick.
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elevation has the appearance or being one-and-a-halt stories 1n height and it 1S Two-
bays-wlde and asymmetrical in design. The lert-hand pay or the rirst story has a
singie smaill fiat-arched window opening that lights the tirst story bathroom and it
contalns a six-over-six-iignt double nung window. Located turther to the right 1is a
large tripie window group that aamits lignt to the den. ‘'hlS group consists ot

three igentical tall, narrow, tlat-arcnea openings that are separated Irom one
anotner by thin Drick muiilions. Kach opening cContains a twelve-11ignht side-ninged
casement window surmounted by a flxed s1X-1ignht transom.

‘'ne second story OL tnis eievatlion 15 outlined 1n faise nalf-timper worx that aiso
uses vertical mempers to civide 1TS wall surtace 1ntd nine panels or even width.
Eacn ot these panals 1s rlilea with Drick tald 1n DaskKetr weave Dond. I'ne main slope
0f thne roor above extenas downward to partialiy COVer tne first paneL ILrom tne lett
ana also the seventh, eignth, and ninth paneLls. ''ne paneis 1in petween, however,
rise to the ruil heilgnt or tne story. ‘fhe second panel IIOmM the LeIt CONtalns a
single rlat-archea winaow opening tnat CoOntalns a slx-over-six-i1ght aouple nhung
window that L1gnts a secona STOory batnroom. I'wo 1dentical! Wlnaows are palred 1n the
t1tth and sixth panels rrom the Lett and these windows Llgnt one Oof the second STtory
bedrooms. ‘‘he main siope or the slate-clad gabie root above overnangs this
elevation and 1t 1S notable tor 1ts hait-round copper gutters and AOWnsSpouts, which
are ornamented with beautituliy crafted empossed Clrcuiar end caps and ‘fuaor Revivail
Style downspout neads. ih addaition, these gutters are protected from ice
accumulation by eliaborate copper 1ce dams that run the length ot the root just above
the gutrters.

The north-tacing rear eievation is further extended to the west by the 1Z.75-toot-
wide side wali of a one-story, tlat-roofed sun room ell. "This ell is constructed
out ot the same materials as the main block ot the house ana its north-tacing wall
teatures two large, ldentical wlndow openings. kach ot tnese rlat-arched openings
has a cut stone sill and a heavy wood lintel that has splayed ends and a
decoratively snaped and notched bottom edge. 'These openings eacn contain a pair ot
twelve-iight casement windows, and each window 1n each pair 1s surmounted by 1ts own
muiti-light transom window. ‘'he brick mutlion that separates these two window
groups 1S bisected vertically by a copper downspout, the nead ot which 1S placea at
the base or a square opening that 1s set into the base or the Dprick parapet waill
that crowns the ell. A thin wood beltcourse that 1s protected Dy a caretully
wrought overhanging strip ot copper fliashing encircles tne ell at the base of the
parapet wail and the parapet 1s Crowned Dy a minor masterpiece ot the metal smith's
art, a continuous copper parapet cap that 1s decorated with raisea square DLOCKS
that resemble crenelation.

west-racing Siae kievation

This elevation conslsts primarily or the west-tacing end elevation ot the west wing,
the principal teature or wnich 1S the sun room €Ll that 1s mentioned above. The
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elevation 1s two-and-a-nalr storles tall, 3JU.5-feet-wlde, 1S Claa 1n brick, 1s
asymmetrical in design, and terminates in the west-racing gable ena. 'fhe rirst
5Ttory has a slngie large palred window gqroup piaced to the Lett (north) that 1is
identical to the palred Wlnaows that are used 1n the sun room etl adjacent to 1t,
wnich were describea previously. ‘'he remalnder ot the tirst Story 1ls taken up by
the attachea sun room eli, wnicn 1S taced 1n the same Drick as tne main DLOCK Of tne
house. ‘'he west-tacing elevation ot this elil is ZZ.b-feet-liong, symmetrical 1n
design, and three-pays-wige. kach 0r these bays contalns another ot the pairea
WlNAOoW groups that were descriped above, every pair belng complete witn a transom
and a snaped wood linteli. In addition, each Ot the Wl1naows in the sun room and each
0ot the transoms above them is decorated with at least one stalned or palnted glass
lignt, wnicn wiil be descriped in more cetail tater in the nomination along with
other interlor teatures. ‘'he parapet wall above 1S crowneda DYy the same copper cap
mentioned eartier.

The second story ot this elevation contains a palr ot tlat-arched six-over-six light
double hung windows that are placea slightly to letT or center and a single window
Ot tne same Size and type that 1s placed tar to the right. ‘The lett-hand window ot
the palr iignts a nook that adjoins tne northwest corner bedroom whille the right-
hand one of the pair ana the one at the tar right botn iignt the pearoom in tne
southwest corner. Kunnlng 1n petween the CWO Windows that t1ght the soutnwest
bedroom is a cnimney stack that 1s only visiDie on the exterior when 1T plerces the
south-tacing slope or the main roor. Thls chnimney services tireplaces in the Lirst
STOry living room ana in the southwest bedaroom apove it ana 1ts vislDie portion 1is
pullt out Oof Drick and it 1s crowned with a limestone Chimney Cap and Cwo calil
cnimney potsS. A singie narrow slx-Over-siX ilght doubie hung Wlndow centerea 1n the
gable ena or the elevatlon is its crowning teature. In addition, wnlle the cornices
Ot the steeply pltched roo:r slopes ot the gable end do not overhang the wall pelow,
tney 4o overnang the side elevations ot the wing. ‘'hese overhangs are located at
the pase 0r the gablie ena and they too are carried on heavy cut stone 1mMpPoST DLOCKS
that are set riush with the wall surtface ot the west end or the west Wwing.

South-Facing Main Facaae

I'ne main tacade ot the Nieman nouse taces south onto a curved, level lawn. Thils
iawn 1s edgea by a shallow fieldstone retaining wall that curves arouna trom the
conservatory eitl on the east eievation ot the house to the north siae or the sun
room ell. Two short trights of fieldstone steps are inset into the wall at opposite
ends and tieldstone paths extend across the lawn trom these steps to a slate terrace
at the foot ot what was intended to be the main entrance to the house.

Like the rear elevation, the main tacade is composed of two principal elements, in
this case, the south end of the east wing to the right (east), and the south
elevation ot the wing to the lett (west). The main facade, however, 1s more complex
1n 1ts conception and is mucn more elaporately detailed than 1ts north-racing
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counterpart. Like tne rear elevation, the maln tacade 1S extended to tne west by
the sun room ell, whose south-facing elevation 1s 1ldentical to 1ts north-racing
elevation. On thls siae ot the house, however, the side elevation ot the ell is
placed in almost the exact same plane as the south-tacing elevation or the west wing
of the maln block {it is inset to the depth 0t a single course of Drick), wnich
serves to extend the total tength or the maln tacade 1n a more direct and lmpressive

way.

'he south-tacing elevation or the west wing 1s identical 1n height ana length to the
corresponding north side, ana it shares the same general concept Or having a plain
t1rsSt STOry and a secona stTory that 1s enrramec and divideda Dy raise palt-timper
WOrk. Lts renestration pattern ana detailing, however, dlrrers signiricantiy.

Here, the rirst Story 1is symmetrical 1n deslgn ana 1S three-pays-wlae. kacn Day 15
identicail ana consists or 3 tali segmental-arcn opening tnat contalns 3 palr ot
firteen-iight riat-toppea Frencn doors, tne 1lgnts ot which are he:d 1in piace Dy
leaa cames. Frilling the remaining space apove the dooOrs 1S a segmentat-arched
transom that 1s dlvidea Dy 3 vertically placed wood muilion 1NTO two eqgual secrtions,
one apove each door. ‘fhese transoms are each rililea with & gria or daiamond pattern
guarrels, 1n the center or wnicn 1s a much larger :11ignt decoratea wiltn painted
gesigns. All Ot tnese 400rs open 1nto the maln LiViNg room and they open out ONTO a
slightly raisea siate-tlagged terrace that 1S eagded Dy & wrougnt 1ron paiustrade.

fhe second story of tnis elevation 1s outliined 1n taise halt-timper worxX and it uses
vertical mempers to divide 1ts wall surtace into elgnt paneis. kach ot these paneis
1s completely or partially tillea with brick laid in a herringpbone pactern. The
slope of the main root extends downward to partially cover the secona and third, tne
fifth and sixth, and the eighth panelis from the right.* Small copper rain gutters
placed at the base of each ot these three extensions teed into three indiviaual
copper downspouts, each ot which also has a decorative copper rainwater head. Eacnh
of the three remaining panels, however, 1s a wall dormer wnose copper-ciad nhip root
projects upward beyond the main root slope. ‘“These dormers are identical and each
teatures a singie tiat-arched window opening that contains a pair of titteen-light
casement windows. ‘'he two lett-hand dormers light the southwest corner pedroom {the
master bedroomj} while the right-hand dormer lights a dressing room that is part ot
the master bedroom suite.

% ‘I'he distribution or these eight paneis can be more precisely understood it
one treats them as Deing tive equal-width paneis (reading trom right to left) with
the tast (sixth) panei rrom the lett being only halt as wide. ‘'he rirst, third, and
ti1rth ot these panels (again reading trom right to lett) are wail dormers and the
Drick-tilled 3pandrels peneath the Winaows 1nh eacn Ot these dormers are undiviaed Dy
any vertical rraming memper. ‘he second and rourth paneis tfrom the rignt, however,
are each subdilvided 1nto equail-widath halves Dy a vertical rraming member, tnus

creating Two additional panels.



NPS Form LU-YUUa

(Rev. 8-8b)

wisconsin Word Processor kormat
Approved 2/8{

Unitea states Uepartment or the [nterior
National Park service

NATI1ONAL REGISTER OF HISTURLC PLACES

CONTINUATIUN SHEET

kdwin J. Nieman, Sr. House, ‘‘own Ot Mequon, Uzaukee County, Wisconsin
jection number 1 rage b

'he Zb./5-toot-wlide south ena of the east Wing projects nlne-reet rurther South than
the remainder of the tacade and 1t is ciad 10 Drick, 1s asymmetrical 1n design, is
three-pays-wide ana two-and-a-halit stories tall, and 1t 1S surmountcea Dy the soutn-
tacing gable end ot tne east wing. ‘he COrnices ot the 5Teepiy Dpitcneda root siopes
Or the gablLe end 40 not overhang the wail surrace bDelow Dut the right-nana siope
goes overhang tne east slge elevation Of tne wing. 'TNis overnang 1s located at tne
rignt-nand Or the pase oL Ctne gapLle ena ana 1t 1S carriea on a heavy cut stone
1MPOST DLOCK Tthat 15 Setr tlusn WiChR The main wall surrace.

I'ne south end's principali teature 1S the main entrance to the house. Thls entrance
1S iocated 1n the IL1IsSt Story Or & Very shaliow gaple-roorea entrance pavilion tnat
torms the lert-nand bay and that measures one-toot-deep Dy L4-rfeet-wide. The
antrance door is centered on the tirst Story Or this paviilon ana 1t 1S reacned Dy
ascending a tiight ot two LU-toot-wlide cut stone steps that leaa rrom The lawn up co
a small slate-tlagged terrace that 1s a continuation ot the living room terrace to
its left. ‘The semiejliptical-arch shaped entrance Qoor opening 15 entramed by a
beautifully wrought cut-stone surround that has a tlat neaa and straight sides whose
outside edges are decorated Dy smail cut stone plocks tnat have the appearance ot
gquoin stones. ‘'he stone siades ot the door opening are splayed, and recessed
compound arches have been carved into these sides. {n addition, the two spandreils
tnat tiank the apex ot the arched 4oor opening each contain a curved inset panel
onto which has peen carved a lLear ana a tfive-petai Tudor rose, a design motir that
was trequentiy employed in genuine 'uaor style architecture. ‘fhe door 1tselt is
inset and 1s reached by ascending a Single cut stone tread. Constructed out ot
bronze sheeting Over o0ak, the door teatures a single large light whose shape echoes
that ot tnhe archea opening. ‘'thils light 1s protectea by an elegantly wrougnt bronze
griil that has as 1ts centerpiece a clrcular opening within which 1s daispiLayed a
pronze fox, a deslgn motir that 1S reproaucea elsewhere, in ditterent guises, botn

inside and outside the nouse.

flanking the top ot the entrance door opening are Two elaporate metal and g.ass
electric wall sconces and on either side Of these are two tall, narrow rectilinear
sidelights. ‘''hese sidelights have cCut stone S1l.Ls and neads and they are poth
protectea by eiaporate bronze grilis that are similar in design and that appear to
pe by the same hand as the larger grlil that protects the main 4oor.>

The second story or this pavilion is treated as a gable-rootea oriel that overhangs
the first story Dy apbout a toot. 'his oriel (which is about two-teet-aeep) 1s
supported by seven exposed wooden beam ends beneath 1it, each ot which is protectea
Dy a copper cap, ana it is outliined 1in raise halt timper work and has a surtace that
1s divided into six equal-width panels by vertical traming mempbers. These panels
are entirely tillea with pasketweave Dond Dricx except tor the center portions ot

> TPhe lett-nand sidelight is a aummy, it being filled with the same brick as
the main wall of the house. ‘'he rignt-hand (east) sidelight, however, 1s genuine.
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the two middie paneis. A pair ot tlat-arched wlndow openings that are outliined with
talse halr-timper work are centered on these panels and they each contaih an eight-
light casement window that together light a smail second story room that was
originaily ilntended to be usea as a sewlng room. ‘the gabpte roor that sheiters the
oriel has a lert siope that 1s actually an extension ot the western siope of the
main roor or the east wing and a balancing rignt slope that 1s only as deep as the
oriel itselr.

‘'he remainger ot the south-racing ena or the east wing 1s clad 1n stretcher pond
prick. The rirst and second bays from the right in the Lirst story each contain
identical large rlat-archea window openings, eacn ot which contalns a palr of eignc-
L1ght casement windows that originaliiy Ll1T thne dining room Ot the nouse. Apove eacn
Of tnese wWindows 1S & transom ll1ght that contalns rour panels rillea witia dlamona
pattern quarreis tianking a larger centered 11gnt TnNat teatures a paintea aesign.
kach opening 1s then surmounted Dy a SoOldler course Drick iintei. Centerea above
tnhese Cwo Wlndow oOpenings 15 a large rlat-arched window openlng 1n the second

story. ‘'This opening contains a triple wlndow group CoOnsisting ot three rifteen-
llght casement windows. ‘hese wlndows adamlt Llgnt Lnto & bedroom tnhat 1S placea 1n
the southeast corner ot the second Story. A palr oI lgentlical Winaows 1S piaced 1in
a rliat-archea winaow openilng that 1S centered in the gablie ena above that Terminates
this elevation and, as on The other ends Or The CwWo WIngs of the main block, cut
stone 1MPOST DLOCKS are placed at tne pase Of the gabie end to carry tne overnang ot
the eaves on the east and west sSiaes 0f the wing.

Conservatory

The totai iength of the main tacadae 1S rurther extended TO the east Dy a small but
beautifully detailed one-story lb./5-reet square glass conservatory eil. ‘his ell
is attachea to the southeast corner otr the main block and one enters it tfrom the
inside ot the house through a door that is placed 1n wnat would otherwise be the
tirst opening rrom the lett ot the tirst story of the east elevation. The south,
east, and north sides or the conservatory are completely exposed (the south half ot
its west side is exposed as well, but its north naif 1s attached to the east
elevation of the main block). ‘The conservatory has a tali continuous brick-ciad
toundation wall that is crowned Dy a beveled cut stone cap. Resting on top of this
cap 1s a continuous band of 2-foot-wide X J3%-toot-tall metal-tramed rectilinear

windows, each of wnich has nine-lights.

The rather steeply pitchea tour-centered or ‘ludor-arched glass root or the
conservatory rests on top of a copper qutter that crowns the lower window bana and
1t has a riage that runs east-west. Kach of 1Tts two siopes Consists 0r three
parallel Dands that are eacn eilght-li1gnt3-wide, and the 119nts were origihally made
ot wired plate glass. ''he Lower Dand 1S curved while the top band consists ot
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lights that open tor ventilation.® I'he east and west ends ot the root are vertical
ang are also tashionea out of giass. 'the east ena contains tweilve large 11ghts
wnich radliate out Lrom 3 smaller centered seml-clrcuilar leadea glass window that
1tselt consists of twelve lights. Uecorating many of tnese lights are still smalier
glass lignts that are heid 1n place by lead cames and that are painted so as to
deplct a tail vase tilled witn riowers.

sast-Facing H1ge mlevation

he 4U.b-toor-Long two-ana-a-halr story east-tacing slde elevatlon Of the main bilock
Ot tne nouse 1S asymmetrical 1n designh and 1TS dominant teature 1s a very large watil
gormer that 1S positloneac Just tO the rignt 0f the center or tne elevation. 'lhe
conservatory elLl covers the tlrst bay Lrom The LerT or The [lrst sTCOory. Placea to
1ts rignt 1S a large triple winaow group that consists Orf a large flat-arched winaow
opening flankead by two equally tall but less wlde rlat-arched winaow openings that
are separated Dy Drick muilions. The midale window contains twenty i1ghts wnlle the
tlanking ones eacn contain tweive 11gnts. Kacn winaow 1s then surmounted py a
leaded giass transom that contains a grid of diamond-shaped guarrels that flank a
centered light that displays a painted design. These windows admit itignt to the
original dining room ot the house.

1o tne right ot tnis window group 1s a sizeable one-story polygonal bay that
contains a breaktast room. ‘'his bay is clad in brick, has a mansard root clad in
copper, and measures ten-teet-deep X twelve-feet-wide. ‘he outer corners ot the bay
are botn canted. ‘The north and south sides ot the bay both reature a single tlat-
arched window opening positioned towards thelr east ends. <The cantea corners or the
bay each contain an identical window opening and the east-tacing side contains two
more, which are separated Dy a brick muilion. ALl of these openings contain a
tweive-liight casement window. Fiacea to the rignt ot the bay on the main waii
surface ot the east elevation is a single flat-arched window opening tnat Lights the
Kitchen. ‘this window COntalns six-over-one-ilgnts and nhas doubie hung sash.

‘'he main root or the east Wing extenas down Delow the heads of tnhe second Story
window openings on potn sides ot the wall dormer. ‘his dormer's second Story 1s
tour-pays-vwide and tne tirst pay trom the lett (soutn) contailns a flat-arched window
opening that contains a pair ot twelve-11gnt casement winaows that 1ight the pearoom
that occuplies the southeast corner ot the second story. ‘'he window openings in the
second and thira bays trom the lert are smaliller and each ot them contalns a siX-over-
one light double hung window, both ot which light a pathroom. ‘'he remaining bay
contains a palr or six-over-nine double hung windows and these winaows aamit light

to the bedroom in the northeast corner ot the second story.

® The only change that the current Owners nave made to the exterior ot tne
nouse has Deen to replace some of the original lights 1in the conservatory roof that
had been damaged with new ones made out ot translucent plastic.
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The attic story ot the aormer contailns a single tiat-arched window opening that is
tiliea Dy a palr ot six-over-six Light aouble hung wlinaows. ‘'he dormer 1is sheitered
by a jerkinhead root and a short but substantial brick chimney mass 1s placed at the
point where the east-west running ridge ot the dormer intersects with the east slope
of the tailler main root ot tne wing. 'This chimney has a Limestone cap and features

two twisted clay chimney pots.

All the ridges ot the main root ot this wing and the maln roor ot Tthe west wing are
protected Dy cCopper cresting. ln addition, ali the flashing and even the vent pipes
and ventilators are copper as well.

interior

'ne interior ot the Nieman house 1s unusualiy elaporate tor a COUNtry nouse pullt 1n
wisconsin in the 1Y2Us, 1ts wealth ot interior dgetall anda tne high quality orf 1ts
many custom-made interior tfittings being much more typlcal or urban mansions ot tne
period. #ach story and every room contains plentitul evidence or Herman srun's
special atrinity tor interior aecoration.

‘‘he tilrst story contains the principai rooms Ot the nouse ana it 1s tne most
elaborately decorated. ‘he pian oI tnis Story centers around a centraiiy located
maln stalr nhail, wnlch has an associated entrance vestlpule placed to its south and
rear stair nali piacea to 1ts north. ‘hese three elements rorm a contlinuous series
Of rooms that make up the west nalf or the east Wing and that span the entlre depth
or the nouse. 'he east nalr or the east wing contalns the Kitcnen and 1ts
assoclated breakrast room eil CO the nortn next to the rear stair hall, and what was
originally the main dilning room and 1ts associated conservatory ell to the south.’
To the lert (west) of the main stair hall is the Living room, which occupies the
south 6U% ot the west wing. ‘the north 40% ot this wing 1s occupied by a bath room
and a walk-in cioset to the right and by a den placed to the lett. The sun room ell

is then attached to the west end ot the wing.

'ne rear stair hall 1s now {(and may have always been) the usuai entrance to the
house. ‘The exterior entrance door is made ot oak and teatures a leaded glass lignht
on which 1s centered a stained glass heraldic shield. ‘'he stair hall inside
measures eleven-feet-wide by thirteen-teet-deep ana it has a tile tloor eaged with
tile baseboards and plaster walls and ceiling. To the right as one enters is a
tlight or stairs that descends to the basement story. 7To the left is a tiight of
tive stairs that ascend to the rear hall, which connects the xitchen to the left
(east) with the pbathroom to the right (west). ‘'The floor of this nall 1s coverea 1in
linoleum, a door in its south wall opens into the center stair hail, ana another

tlight ot steps ascenas to the second story.

7 ‘'he dining room 1S Now used as a tamlly room anda the original sun room 1S Nnow
used as the principal dining room.
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‘fhe kitchen occuples the northeast corner ot the east Wlng and measures tourteen-
teet-wide Dy lb-teet-deep. ''N1S room has a linoleum rloor, a talii basepboard made ot
beige tites, plLaster walls wnose pottom naives are Clad 1n doiden-prown tiles, and a
plaster ceiling. Helge tlles are als0 used 1n place of wood molalngs Lo entrame the
Kitcnen door openings. ‘fhe north and west walls of the xitchen are iargely covered
by original tipor-to-celllng wood Cuppoards that have a sott golaen brown patina.
stainless steel countertops are teatured througnout the Xltchen as are stalnless
steel sinks, but the domipant reature Ot the K1tCnen 1S a seven-root-wide X three-
toot-deep stove alcove that occuples tnhe wesT halt ot tae south wall or tne

K1tchen. ‘'fhis alcove nas a segmental-arched opening and H0th 1ts walis ana celling
are ciad in tile, Placea on the east sSlde ot the stove ailcove 15 a servant's
calling system which 1S STil! Operacie and a door 1n the soutl wall or the Kltchen
to tne lett of tne aicove Opens 1lNto tne dilning room.

A segmental arch opening 1n the east wail or the Kitchen opens 1nto the Dreaktast
room eil. 'fhls nine-toot-deep X eleven-root-wide rooOm nas an octagonai plan thanks
TO two built-in wooden cnina cupboards that are piaced 1n 1ts southwest and
northwest corners (where they tlank the entrance opening) and the canted southeast
and northeast corners ot the ell. Here too, the tloor 1s covered 1in linoieum, the
baseboara is made of beige tiles, and the wails and ceiling are plastered. ‘There is
no Jjoint where the wails ana ceiling meet, however, since 1n thils room the juncture
of the walls and ceiling consists or a contilnuous smooth piaster cove. ‘'he china
cabinets too are notewortny. bHotn nave two drawers placed beiow a palr ot tail side-
hinged leaded glass doors that eacnh have fitteen clear lights and a sixteentn that
consists of a stained glass lLignt with a tioral pattern on 1it.

‘'he main dining room occupies the southeast corner ot the east wing and 1T 1S
rectangular in pian and is tourteen-teet-wide by twenty-two-reet 1in length. ‘the
£loor or this room 1ls oak as is the panelled wainscot that encircles the lower
portion ot the walls. ‘The remaining portions are painted ana plastered. A repeatea
floral pattern representing a vertical staik topped with a bursting seed pod was
incised into the plaster when the walls were still wet. n aadition, the piasterea
portion ot each wall 1s bDordered Dy & continuous pattern of thin, striated lines
tnat were also incisea 1nto the plaster when wet, and which torm a band or trame
around the outer edges ot each ot these wall surraces. 7The walls are crowned by a
thin plaster cornice ornamentea witn a contlinuous leat and tendril pattern. This
pattern 1ls ralsed and 1is covered 1n Silver leat while the deeply inset ground is
painted a dark blue. wood vaiences or 1dentical design, size, and tinish are placed
over each ot the window openings and complete tne gecoration ot the walls.

he ceillng or the dining room 1S one 0t the mMOSt 1mpressive teatures ot the house.
[t 1s organized 1nto seven equal-width panels by parallel concrete and steel Deams
that have been exceptionally well painted ana grained to resemble wood and then
varnished. ‘'hese beams are connected to wall peams that encirclie the room where the
walls meet the ceiling. Each ot the panels outlined by these peams is edged by a
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glldea moiaing ana the fleld or each panel COnsSists 0L gilaed toll on wnich has Deen
printed a boraer or copper-colored leaves, rive-petaled rlowers, and trult. Inis
porder outliines a nearly tull-iength center panel on which have peen printed a
S1milar but more detalied and vari-coiored tloral pattern that has green ieaves and
clusters ot tive-petaled tlowers tnat resemple simplitied Tudor roses and ripe-to-
bursting truilt. Hanging trom the center or the celling is a six-branch pronze
chanaeliler of medleval Gothic design.

Ihe north wall ot the aining room teatures the entrance door to the kitchen to the
right (east) and a tlanking inset china cabinet to the lett whose paired siae-hinged
doors have Cclear ilghts hela in piace by elaborate wooden tracery. (entered between
these two features is an equally tall two-foot-deep X six-toot-wide alcove whose
sides, rear wall and ceillng are ali panelled 1in varnished oak ana which was
originally occupied by a large serving table,

The south and east walis or the dining room are taken up aimost entirely by window
openings and by the entrance to tne conservatory etl. ‘The ieaded glass Winaows 1in
these openings have been described elsewhere in the nomination and their most
signiticant teatures are the peautltully painted glLass llghts centered On each or
the transoms (there are seven altogether), whicn each depict a ship unaer saill.
Collectively, these snips range 1n age Lrom a (GreeKk galley to a tuli-rigged
gighteenth century sailing vessei, a theme sSometimes KNOwn as the "Age or s5ail.”

‘'he tilat-arched entrance opening to the conservatory 1n the east wall or the 4ining
IOOm 1S fliled wWitn TwO paneiled ana glazed wood CQOOrs. Eacn ot these 4doors nas
tirteen leaded Lights, and one ot these 1S tfilled wilth stained giass. The square
plan conservatory that lles Deyona these d0ors nas a tiloor that consists ot a large
rectanguiar panei that 1S paved wlth lrreqular random tlags Of Drown and green
siate. 7This panel is entramea Dy a boraer made out ot sea-green terrazzo, which
material 1s also used to tform contlnuous poured-in-place cablnets that rim tne room
to a height ot about three-teet and which contain the radiators that heat the room
(there are two per side). £ach raalator nhas an opening that 1s protected by an
elegant wrought bronze grili and the tlat tops ot the cabinets also have bronze
grates set into them above each radilator to facilitate air circulation.

Just above the radiator cabinets is the band ot windows that encircies the
conservatory. ‘'hese windows each have nine lights, many of which are clear plate
glass, and ali of which are supported by lead cames. Woven throughout these lights,
however, are other ones of the same size that carry a continuous, very naturalistic
running vine design around the perimeter ot the conservatory. ‘This vine has a stem
tnat is fashioned out of lead and leaves that are tashioned out of stained gliass
executed 1n several shades Ot dreen and held 1n place DY leaa cames. ‘'he overall
design concept is highly appropriate tor a conservatory setting and 1ts execution is
quite stunning 1in its naturailness.
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‘The focal point ot the conservatory is a fountain that 1s centered on the east wall
ot the room. ‘“his tountain takes the shape of a tall tile-covered stele that is
surmounted by a shallow-pltched triangular lintel ana that has at its base a seml-
circular tiile-clad pasin. Water first tlows from the mouth ot a tully modelea terra
cotta tish mounted at the center ot the stele into a small wall-mounted basin beiow
ana rrom tnis 1t overrlows into the main basin. OUrnamenting this basin 1s a suilte
Ot Deautifully crattea llfe-sizZe copper herons, rrogs, reeds, cattails, ana other
tixtures, wnich were meant to pe placea 1n a tableau around and in tne basin.
riaced nignh on tne steie are 3 palr or electric Dronze wail sconces tnat nave two
prancnes and the steie 1S visually Crownea by the leadea, stalned giass ranlignt
described earlier.

A palr or leadea giass d00rSs tnat are 1dentical to those that open into the
conservatory are placed 1n the west wall ot the dining room ana tnese open 1nto the
main stair hall. At tne soutn end Or the stalr nall 1S the enclosed maln entrance
vestlbule. ''his vestibule 1S six-teet-deep by seven-teet-wide and has a Clle rloor,
tlle baseboaras, ana piaster walls that biena into the archead ceiling. A coat
closet that 1s accessea Dy a pair of solid oaKk arched doors occuples the east wall
0t the vestibule and the woodwork 1S of stained whlte oak. ‘1'he 1nner entrance door
opening 1s tlankea by two ten-lignt leaded glass sidellgnts and the gaoor 1tselt is
of oak with leadea glass ilghts ana a single large stalned glass light.

‘fhe main stair hall 1s rectilinear in pian, is twelve-teet-wide by nineteen-reet-
long, and it has polished oak tloors, tail oak baseboards, and piaster walls. The
ceiling is divided into three panels by two large palnted and grained reintorced
concrete beams. ‘'he center panel has a sponged surtace but the north and south
panels have gold and silver foil ceilings with stencilea leat designs that are
similar to those in the dining room. ‘rhe main flight or stairs runs up aiong the
east side ot the hall from the landing, which is at the north end of the hall.
I'nese stairs are laid out in a quarter tlight plan and they have treads and r1Sers
made of oak, wrought iron baiusters, and a polisned wrougnt iron nandrail. A
statuary niche 1is inset into the curved wall surtace at the turn of the stair, which
rises up to the second story stairnall where a continuation of the wrougnt iron
balustraae encircies the welinhole.®

‘ne main entrance to the living room 1S vla a double-wldth shouldered arcn opening
1n the west wall ot the stair hall. ‘his opening is centered on the east wall ot
the L1iving room, wnere 1t 1is tilankea by shouldered niches set 1nto tne wall surtace

° Yhe principai filght ot stairs that descends to the basement story ot the
house 15 located peneath the main tlight and access toO thls stalrs 1S through a
paneled titteen-l1ght leaadea ¢lLass Q00Or With a single stalned glass lignt that is
located immeaiately to the right (north) as one enters the stalr hall from the
dining room. A second door ot 1dentical design 1S pitaced 1n the north wail ot the
stalr hall ana provides access tTO the rear stalr hail.
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on either sige or 1t. ‘he Living room 1s aiso rectilinear 1in plan and measures lo-
teet-wlde X twenty-eight-teet-iong. ‘he £i00r Ot tnis room is Of oak as are the
tall basepoaras, the walls are piastered and so 1S the ceillnd. in this room too,
the cel1ling treatment 1S noteworthy. Here, the encircling coved piaster cornice 1s
decorated with a ralsed pattern Oor vine leaves, grapes, and tendriis, ail or whicn
are gildea. LIn addition, a second, smailler molding 1S placea CLOSe TO the cornice
oh the celling surtace 1tseir ana 1t too has a ralsed, repeated vine pattern that 1s
gilded as well.

Bveniy spaced on the south wall Of the room are tnree pailrs Or ritteen-lignt leacec
glass French doors that are reached Dy ascending a single step and which open out
Onto the terrace. kach pair 0t A0Ors 1is surmounted Dy a segmental-arched leadea
gLass transom, each Ot whicnh 1S divided vertically 1nto Two equal halves py a wide
wooa muiilon. Centered on each nalf is a Larger painted giass light on whicn 1s
depicted a musical lnstrument. ADove each door opening is a heavy, curvea wrought
iron curtaln rod that 1S supported on a palr orf rather elaporate wrougnt iron
prackets. ‘'wo original metal wali sconces are piaced on the wail between each ot
the windows and two more are placea opposite them on the north wail ot the room.

Centered on the west wall of the room and tflanked on either side by a shouldered
door opening that lLeads tO the sun room elt 1S a large, peautltuliy cratted
tireplace. 'rhis rireplace has a tile ocuter nearth ana a shouldered opening that 1s
entframed with a pollshed and carvea stone surround. Kire protection takes the torm
Ot a superD bronze flre screen that 15 permanentliy titted 1Nto the jamds of the
surround and wnich CONS1Sts Of two Side-nlnged 4doors that are adecorated with roliate
designs. ‘'he Tudor Kevival style mantieplece 1S made entirely out ot elaborately
carved wood and has spandrels decorated with linenroia carving, a frieze aecorated
with carved strapwork, and an overhanging mantieshelt that 1s supported by two
carved brackets ana that nas a deeply carvea curved underside.

'ne sun room ell 1s rectilinear 1in plan and measures l:i-feet-wlde DYy slixteen-teetc-
tong. ‘he rloor ot tnis room 1s tiied and nas an eiaporate Doraer pattern worked
1nto 1t. "The pasepoards are also tile, the walis are piastered, and they are
crowned by an elapborate plaster cornlce moidilng. ‘the ceiling is plastered as well,
Seven pairs of twelve-light leaded glass casement windows are placed in the north,
south, and west waiis ot this room and each pair has a transom above 1t. kacn ot
the windows nhas one light that has a shield with heraidic devices painted on it
while each ot the transoms has a centered light that features a painted symbol of
learning or of the arts such as a book or a globe.

A rectilinear plan room known as the den occuples the northwest corner of the west
wing. Thls room measures seventeen-teet-long by twelve-teet-wlae and the principai
entrance is through a tiat-arched entrance door opening that 1s positioned at the
tar lett (west) end of the north wall of the living room. The leaded glass door
that tiils this space contains fifteen lights, some ot which are clear, some ot
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which are rippled, and tive ot wnich feature stalned glass gnomes. ‘he interior ot
the den nas an oak tloor ana paseboards, plaster walls topped by plaster crown
moldings painted ana grained to resempie wood, and a plaster ceiling.

Descending the gquarter-tiight plan main stairs to the basement story brings one to a
second stair hail. The tioor of this hail nas a rectilinear tieia that is tilled
with rupper tile laid 1n a diamond pattern grid. The porder of this tieid and the
baseboards are made ot terrazzo, which was ail molded as a continuous piece. The
walls ana the ceiling ot tne hall are plastered, Dut 1tS MOST important teature 15 a
triple-arched arcade that rorms 1ts wesT wall and which opens into the pliliiarad
room; the basement story's most 1mportant room. Klat poards with a cut-out design
rorm the baitusters that ril. the tw0o outslde arcnes 0t thls arcaade, but the center
arcn 1s open and a Singie step Qown Drings one TO the rioor ot the biillard room.

'ne pilllarad room is rectilinear 1nh Dian, measures tourteen-teet-wide x twenty-eignt-
teet-long and 1t occupies rougnly tne same positilon and 1S rougniy the same size as
the iiving room in the story apove. L1lKe the stalr hall, thls room a.iso has a tile
and terrazzo tloor and moiged-in-place baseboaras. The Lower portion Or the walls
are covered 1n wide vertically positioned tongue-ana-groove poard wainscot. The
upper portion ot tne walls 1s plastered, as 1S the celling, whiCh teatures daeep
coves on the north ana south sides or the room, giving the ceiling an arched
appearance. '‘he most 1mportant teature ot the room 1S the rlrepiace, which 1S
centered on its west wail. ‘his tireplace, wnich 1s directly below the one in the
living room, has an arched opening that 1s encircled by a stepped concrete
surround. bominating the wall surface ot the chimney breast apove the opening,
however, is a iarge arched panel that 1s recessed 1nto the main wall surface. 'This
panel is completely tilled with a large mural painted in 0ll on canvas that is
signed by Herman Bruns and that depicts a silver tox 1n a woodland scene.

The chimney piece is flanked on either side by an arched aoor opening that leads up
one step to a rectilinear plan room known as the "play room". This eleven-teet-wide
X seventeen-reet-long room is directly below the first story sun room and it too has
a tile and terrazzo floor and piaster walls. Here, however, the ceiling 1s tlat as
it 1s in another qguite simiiar room known as the "ladies room" that opens otf of the
piliiard room to the north, a position that corresponds to the den in the story
above. This second room 1s reached through a large arched opening 1in the north wall
ot the pilliard room and its tloor is one step nigner than that ot the larger room
and its floors ana wails are treated 1n the same manner as the play room.

‘'ne remaining rooms or the pasement story are ail strictly tunctional in nature and
incilude a storage room, vegetable room, laundry room, clothes drying room, boliler
room, and a tank room tor water storagde. lin aaaition, the rear stalrs has a small
hall ot i1ts own located just behind (north) the main stair hall.
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‘'ne interior ot the second Story Ot tThe house is less elaporately rinished than the
rirst. ‘This story contalns rour DeAarooms, TWO Dath rooms, reiatea walk-in ciothes
closets, storage rooms, and a small room over the maln entrance vestibule callea tne
"sewlng room." wak tiooring and pilaster walls and celiings are standard tnroughout
this story and a nhotable teature is the fireplace that 1s located on tne west wali
Of the southwest cCOrner pearoom (this 1S tne master pedroom}.

The attic story contains rooms or 1TS Oown over the east wing. ‘lhe rear stair
ascends to an attic sStory stalr hall ana two more spaces meant ror pedrooms are

Located here as welil.
Garage

The free-standing two-car builaing 1s located twenty-two-teet east ot the northeast
corner ot the house. 'this buiilding was constructed at the same time 3s the nouse
ana out ot the same materials and 1t was designed to compliment the iarge puliding.
'ne nearly square plan garage measures 24.33-toot-deep by Zb.3-foot-wide and 1t has
a concrete siap toundation that 1s expressed on the outside as a beveled piinth.
Brick walls rest on this plinth and they rise up to the siate-covered gable-on-hip
roor that 1s the bullding's dominant teature. 'I'he main tacaae taces west towards
the driveway and it is symmetrical in design and two-bays-wide. kach bay consists
ot a large tuii-height tlat-arched garage d00r opening that contains a set ot one
swinging ana two folding wood garage doors. Lkach ot these doors has a tall verticai
panel topped Dy a tour-iight window that has wood muntins and Lignts that are
turther subaivided by a grid ot lead cames. ‘'he walls are sheltered by the
overhanging open eave ot the roof, wnich 1s supported DY exposed ratter talis witn
rounded ends and whose lower edde 1S ilnhead wlCh a copper gutter. riaced on the root
peak 1s a copper-clad octagonal pian ventiiators/lantern that teatures a thin eignt-
sided drum whose sides contains copper louvres and an elongated and steppea tent
root that 1s surmounted by a bronze weather vane. ‘The weatnervane arrow reatrues a

fox running along 1ts spine.

'ne south-tacing side eievation ot the garage 1S TwWo-Days-wide and eacn Day cCONsists
Ot a single tilat-archea window opening that contalns a doubie hung two-OVer-two
lignt wooa sash. ‘he most Striklng teature or this elevation, and ot the north-
tacing elevation, too, is the south-racing gabie ena, which is claa i1n ralse halt-
timber work that divides this triangular plane into tive paneis that are covered
with stucco. As originally designed, the gable ena was to be further decorated with
seven small stiited arch openings that were intended to house doves, the overall
design being that ot a dovecot incorporated into the gable enda. These openings (and
seven others on the north elevation's gable end) were actually built, pbut today a
large mechanical clock has been placed high on gable eng of thls elevation covering
the two center openings. Thils clock 1s sheltered by an elaborate wooden canopy and
the other openings now contain small carved and painted wooden figurines that are
suggestive of the elaborate mechanical clocks of German/Swiss provenance.
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The east-tacing rear elevation of the garage has only a single window opening
centered on 1it, which is identical to the ones Jjust adescribed, while the north-
tacing side elevation also has just a single ldentical window opening placea near
1ts east end.

Botn the house and garage are 1n exceiient, almost completeiy original condition,
the only change to the exterior of tne house being the replacement of portions ot
the conservatory's original root because orf damage to some or its original panes.
Likewlse, the historic interiors of both house and garage have also survived in an
almost total state ot preservation, a situation that 1s especlally rortunate when
one considers the elaborate nature ot tne houses's lnterior. pKortunately, the house
stayed in the hands or 1ts original owner until nis geath 1n lY8d, ana the current
owners, who are only the second owners, have Slnce treated the house with lmmense
respect.

ln aadition, 1t is pelievea that Herman BIUnNs was aiLso responsible tor the generat
landscaping pian ot the Nleman house and grounds, Wwhich 1nciudes a beautlrully
designed naturallstic pona that 1is itocated approximately ZuUU-teet northeast ot tne
garage, where it 1s positioned at the toot orf a gently sloping niil. ©oth the
hillside and the lanag surrounding the pona 1S covered wilti manicured lawn and water-
loving plants border the edge ot the pond. HBecause 1T 1S peileved that this pond
was deslgned Dy Hruns ana 1s part or the original ianascape deslgn Or tne estate it
1s lncluded here as a contributing structure.




8. Statement or Signiticance
Certitylng orticial has consigered the signlticance Ot Thls property in reiation to

otner properties: nationaily statewide X __locally
Appllicaple Natlonali Keglster (riteria A B X C U
Criteria Consideratlons (kxceptions) A B ¢ v I B G

Areas o0t sSignitficance
(enter categories rrom instructions) veriod Ot Signiticance signiricant bates

Architecture 1928-1929° N/A

Culturat Attiliation

N/A
signiticant Person Architect/Butilder
N/A Hruns, Herman A.?*"“

Vollmar & Gruenwaid+t

State signiticance ot property, and justitfy criteria, criteria consiaerations, and
areas and periods Ot signiticance noted apove.

signiticance

‘*he kawin J. Nieman, Sr. nouse 1s being nominated to the Nationai Reglster ot
Historic Places (NRHP) tor 1ts local signlticance under nNational Register (NR)
Criterion C. More specirically, the house 1s being nominatea pecause 0or 1its
associations with the NR signiticance area Or Archltecture, a theme tnat 1s also
1dentitied in the State ot Wisconsin's Cultural Resource management Plan (CRMP;.
Research centered on the ‘fudor and klizapetnan Revival styles subsection ot the
Perioa Kevivai style section of the Architectural Styles stuay unit 0r the CRMP.*+~
‘'he results ot this research 1s detailed below ana contirms that the Nieman house 1s
localliy signiricant under criterion C as an excellent, exceptionally well detalied
and highly intact exampie or ’ludor Revival aeslgn that 1s the work ot a respected
master architect ot the period.

‘'he house was bulit tor kdwin J. Nieman, Sr. between 1Y9Z% and 1929 to a design
suppliea by Herman H. Bruns, a well-known M1liwaukee architect and interior
designer. At the time Nieman was the manager and a part owner of the largest ot
Fromm Bros. Nieman & Company's several Uzaukee County operations, all of which were
owned DY the interrelated Fromm and Nieman tamities. ‘''hese enterprises were ail
engaged in the raising ot silver foxes tor the fur industry. The construction ot
Nieman's new house fotlowed closely on the enormously successtul January, L1928 New
York auction sale ot 6000 peits raised by the combined Wisconsin ranches of the

? the Cedarburg News. May 3V, 1928, pg. b5; August 8, 1928, pg. 8; January 9,
1929, pg. 1lu.
iv Blueprints ot a Residence and Garage at ‘hiensville, Wisconsin, to be built
for Fromm Bros., Nieman & Co., dated 4/1l1/1928. Ln the possession ot the Owners.
++ The Cedarpurg News. May 30, 1928, pg. b.
+< Wyatt, parpara (Ed.). Cultural Resource Management 1n Wisconsin. Madison:

Historic Preservation Division, State Historicai Soclety ot wisconsin, LY86, Vol.
ti, pg. ¢2-30, (Archltecture).

X See continuation sheet
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company. These peits sold tor $1,021,071.24, the largest amount that had ever been
paid to a singie breeder up to that time, makling the Fromm bBros., Nieman Co. the
unchalienged national leader or the fox breeding industry. kadwln Nleman's nouse was
one ot the first trults or tnls unprecedented saie ana as such 1t 1S emblematic,
both ot the decades ot 2ftort that led up To the sale ang or the even more
successtul decade that was to roliow. Although 1t 15 a Sizable puiiadaing in terms ot
1ts square tootage, the Nleman house 1S not overwnelmingly large; it 1s not, 1n
tact, that much larger than many other 'fudor revival style nouses peing bulit at the
time 1n the wealthler SuburDs Of Wisconsin's largest Citles. What sets the house
apart from most of 1ts contemporaries, nowever, 1s the large number of materlais
that sruns incorporated 1nto his design, thelr very high quality, and the unusually
nign degree or crattsmanship that went 1nto thelr rabrication. Ln aaaition to
carved wooa and to brick lald in three altterent bonds, a L1sSt or the pullding
materlals used on just the exterior Or the nouse aione 1ncludes cut stone, copper,
bronze, wrougnt pronze, wrought iron, siate, plate glass, leaded glass, stalned
glass, and oak. ‘'hat Bruns could sSuccesstullv lntegrate so many materlals 1into a
coherent, pleasing design says a great deal about his ski1ll as a designer.

Likewlse, the ract that tne nouse has survived wlth both 1ts 1interior and exterior
intact into the present day says a great deal about the inherent quality ot the
crattsmanshlp that went into 1ts construction and it also speaks nighly tor the
maintenance that its two owners nave lavished on 1T over the years.

History

The Nieman house owes its existence to a passion tor silver toxes that mempers ot
the Nieman and Fromm families both sharea. Ultimately, this passion enriched both
tamilies and, in the process, it also brougnt the state of Wisconsin positions ot
national leadersnip in two very difterent areas ot agriculiture; ginseng farming, and
fox breeding. Overviews ot both areas are contained 1n the Specialty Agriculture
Production section of the Agriculture Study uUnit ot the CRMP.*+> Consequently, the
history that tollows will not dwell on these larger statewice contexts except
insotar as they pertain to the property tnat 1s beindg nominated.

he Nieman and Kromm ramilles both came to wisconsin trom tsermany in l8bZ, tne
Niemans settling in the vicinity of Cedarpurg 1n Ozaukee County while the Kromms
settlea not tar away in the vicinity ot west Bend 1n adjoilning wasnington County.

{t 1s not xnown whether these families knew each other petore coming to America, but
by the end ot the next decade members Or The second generation ot poth tamilies haa
intermarried twice, Frederick ¥romm and Alwina Nieman forming one coupie and John
Nieman and Sophla Fromm the second.

rFrederick and Alwina rFromm Settied on an uncleared quarter-section ot lana in
Hamburg ‘ownship in Marathon County that haa been a wedding gitt trom Alwina's

43 Wyatt, Harbara (kd.). Op. Cit., vol. 11, pgs. 7-8 - 7-9, anda 7-11 - 7/-1Z
(Agriculture).
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tather and tOor many years atterwards thelr STOry was one ot unrelenting lapor as
they struggiea to ciear the tand ana make 1t productive. Lin the process the couple
ralsed eleven chilaren, or wnom nine lLived tOo mMaturity, but 1t was thelr rour
youngest sons, kdward, Henry, dJohn, ana waiter, who were destined to make the tamily
name tamous. Like S0 many other northern wisconsin boys of the time, all four ot
the rromm brothers engaged in trapping as a way Ot acquiring spending money and tor
them the ditfricuit to trap red tox was the tur ot choice. Thus, in LY0l, when these
tour teenage boys chanced upon a picture ot a rare Silver toX pelt that nhad been
sold tor $1200 at a London auction, thelr imaglnation was tired by the
possibiiities. ‘'hey were shrewd enough to reallZze, however, that nature Dy 1itselt
did not create enough toxes ot this type, so, with the naivete ot youth, they
decided to raise them instead. ‘YhisS was a Qaring decislion since ralsing animals tor
tur on a large scaile was sCili 1n itsS 1nfancy in those aays. 1Ln aadition, the Fromm
brothers also decided that the then tashionable aarker siiver pelts that were only
ligntly fleckxed with silver did not appeal to them. lnstead they decidea to breed
tor toxes wnose peits had a much hlgher deqree ot silver coloration, & tatetul
decision that woulid eventually result 1n a radical change in the preterence ot the
tashion industry in tavor ot the new, lighter colored KFrOmm Lurs.

in order to Degln thelr new enterprise the vromm brothers needed money with which to
buy Dbreeding roxes, DUT money was always 1n Snort supply on the tarm and their
rather was not sympathetlc with their goals. Instead, they chanced to hear that
other rarmers in the area were gathering wild ginseng piants to sell to the
iucrative Chlinese market. Since these plants could be had for the digging in the
surrounding torests, the bDrothers hopea that they might proviae the answer to their
money proplems. 50, 1n 1YU4, they made the equally raterul decislon Co gather up
plants and seeds with tne intention ot cultivating ginseng as a casn Crop.

rortunately for the brothers they were very young, very patient, and possessed an
enormous capacity tor hard work, so the ftact that they were embarking on not just
one but two extremely ditrricult patns to tame and tortune did not daunt them. kven
S0, success was extremely slow in coming. ‘The decade that toliowed was a period ot
intense lapor that achieved little in the way of monetary reward but which provided
tne four boys with an enormous amount ot practical experience in the raising ot both
ginseng and foxes. ‘l'he brothers got their first real break in 1915, when Alwina
Fromm placed a mortgage on her tarm in order to allow her sons to buy their first
high quality breeding toxes. Even with quality stock, however, fox farming woulid
not begin to make money for a number ot years since the color that the brothers were
breeding for was still unfashionable with puyers. Ginseng, on the other nhand,
tinally began to be a genuine money maker tor the brothers. 1In 1920, the year's
crop realizea $40,000, which was the tirst large amount they had ever realized for
all their years ot ettort. Now, suddenly, there was money to tinance the
acquisition ot expanded acreage in Hamburg, money to bulld more rLoxX pens, and money
to buy still more breeding stock as well. And this expansion activity soon prougnt
the Drothers their first real success in the rox farming business.
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Part of this success was due to the expanslion of the tox tarming operations beyond
the borders ot Marathon County into Uzaukee County just to the northwest ot
Mliwaukee County. In 1920, the ¥Fromm brother's sister, Krna, marriea a cousin,
Edwin J. Nieman, who was the eidest son ot John k. and Martha Nieman ot Ceaarpurg.
John ¥. Nieman was tne eldest son of John and Sophia (Fromm) Nieman and ne haa grown
up on the ramily tarm 1in tedarburg, the same tarm that his grandparents had
established 1n L¥52.

Atter graquating trom Ushkosn Normal School tNiemanj spent seven years 1in the
equcational tieid, teacning ln SChoolsS in the towns of Cedarburg anda Meguon and
in Marathon County. (n L8Y4 he went to the upper penlinsula ot Michigan
locating at Hermansville wnere he conducted a general store Lor tweive years.
Keturning to Wisconsin in LYUb ne tOOK up n1s residence 1n Cedarburg where ne
helpead organlize the Ceaarburg sState Bank. 7That same year, with J. Henry
wittenberg ana sons he organized tne Cedarpurg tanning Co. and erectea piants
at Ceaarpurqg and Mequon, ana served as presldent and generai manager. 1ln a
reorganization in 191U the two plants were separatea ana the wittenpberg
interests acquired thne Cedarpurg plant and ne and other stockholders acquired
tne Mequon pilant ana tormea the Mllwaukee River Canning Co. which he headed as
president and general manager.=**

Entering the rinanciai tieid in 19i0, Nieman ana . M. Rosenneimer foundea the
Thiensville State Bank, Nieman becoming its president. 1in lY23 he organized the
Cedarburg Finance Co., serving as a director, and in 1931 Nieman organized the
Ozaukee County ¢inance Co., ot which he was aiso the president. Nieman's interest
in fox tarming occurred because of his eldest son kawin's interest in the silver
foxes being raised by his Fromm cousins in Marathon County. Edwin J. Nieman (1900-
1985) was known and well likea by the tour kromm brothers and by their sister krna.

Edwin, while wila about krna, also was wild about foxes. Their union created a
business merger. kdwins' tather, John ¥. Nieman, reluctantly bougnt his son L5
pairs ot siiver breeding roxes (these were Fromm Bros. toxes] to adad to a
wedding present of other breeding stock that the rromms gave the couple. John
I'. Nieman eventually came to pelieve that the lighter siiver toxes could be a
gold mine. He backed a Fromm-Nleman partnership by providing land 1n Mequon
and tinancing building of the pens. The Fromm brothers supplled the toxes.
Meanwhile, the Hamburg operation to the north, wnhich remained the sole

property of the Fromm brothers, had both tox and ginseng tarms.

The ginseng crop bought the tamily time, earning $45,U0U0 in 1Y23 and $115,000
in 1Y24. in that time, the revolutlionary move 0f lLetting toxes roam on
rangeland pegan to pay Ott 1n thlcker peits with better Luster, kven the toxes

i+ Cegarpurg News. "Jno. ¥. Nieman, Prominent in Business, bies." Aprii 12,
1Y944. Obltuary ot Jonn ¥. Nieman.
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trom the Mequon operation were trucked north to Hamburg in the talli, so they
coula roam. By 1Yz5, the publLiC was warming up to the lighter kromm turs, not
SO much tor the brighter Colors as tfor the better-quailty pelts. ‘he 3/uu
peits raised 1n 1Y/4 Drougnht Dack $48Y,Yb/ at market in vanuary, ivz5.!%

Many ot these pelts were now coming rrom the Uzaukee County operations ot the
combined tamilles. John ¥. Nleman, hils prother, Charies J. Nieman, and nis son
Edwin J. Nieman, began thelr operations on a farm in the towh ot Mequon under the
name ot Kromm Hros., Nieman & Co. with the twenty-tour pairs ot toxes that haa been
raised by the Fromm brothers and given to kKdwin ana Erna tor their wedding.

As thelr herd grew new companies were tormed 1n succeeding years as tollows:
Federal Silver ¥Fox Farms, [nc. (LY2l], Uzaukee ¥Fur Farms Co. (1iYZ3], Herpbert A.
Nieman & Co. and Cedarpurg Fox tarms, lnc. {1924, ail ot them operating 1in
Ozaukee County, with John F. Nieman acting as president and general manager,
the entire group being managed and directed trom one ottice, tnat of Fromm

Bros., Nieman & Co.™

The combined operations in both Marathon and (Ozaukee counties were not without their
problems, however.

serious lLosses through disease tailed to stop the Niemans and the rromms.
''hey spent thousands or doilars studylng the cause or the dlsease Ttnat was
invading their stock. lnternationally known tor their modern methods Ot tur
farming, the Niemans, like the ¥Kromms, led 1n the investigation ot animal
pathoiogy, scientitlc teeding and mechanical improvements. dy 14¥Z/ the
enterprise had pecome so successful that the partnersnhlp was ortered--and
rejected--a purchase price ot $7,uut,uuu. 17

By January ot LY9Z8, tne tide ot rashion had changeda and the new rurs proved to be so
popular that "Ur the 8#4l pelts sold that year by the New York Auction Cao., bblUuU
came from the comblned operations ot tne ¥romm Brothers 1n Hamourg and the rFromm
Brothers-Nieman and CoO. 1n nequon."-18 ‘'ne auction check that year was $1,021,00U
and members ot both famiiies tinally decided that the time had come To spenag some ot
their protits on themselves and on their Long-sutiering spouses and children. in
May ot 1YZ28 the (edarburg paper carriea the toliowilng notice.

15 Nero, Pnhil and Sharon Thatcher. "Remnants of a Dynasty." <The Milwaukee
Journal, Wisconsin Magazine, February 3, 199., pg. li.

16 Gregory, John G. (kd.). Southeastern Wisconsin: A History ot Uld Milwaukee
County. Chicago: The S. J. Clarke Publishing Co., 1932, Vol. IIl, pg. 50. (John F.

Nieman).
17" 'ne Milwaukee Journal. "J. F. Nieman [s Dead at 76." April 12, 1944, pqg.

15. Obituary ot John F. Nieman.
18 Nero, Phil and Sharon Thatcher. Op. Cit.
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Mr. Edwin Nieman, manager ot the kromm Bros. & Nieman Co. tox farms will build
one ot the most beautitui homes in the county on the hiil ot the company
property near ‘thiensville. 'T'he residence when compieted wWill cost around
$6U,u00. Vvolimar & Gruenwald have been awarded the masonry contract and kred
Liesenberg & Son the carpenter contract. 1%

In Auqust, the same paper noted that "Work on Ka. Nieman's new residence 1s
progressing rapidaly."20 Houses ot similar size also began to appear on the Fromm
brothers Marathon County tarm property about tnis time too, whlch are aimost equal
to the Nleman house in thelr elaborateness and 1in the richness O0f thelr ornament.
Such attention to detail took time to achlieve, NOWEVEIr, ana work on the Nieman house
continued throughout the winter. A Later announcement 1n the Cedarburg paper notea

that:

Work on the edwin Nieman resldence 1s also golng forward. A iarge sign i1sting
the architects, engineers and subcontractors onh this project nas bDeen erected
at the Fox tarm entrance.ZL

By spring, tnough, Nieman's house nad peen completed and was ready Lor occupancy.
1t 1s doubtrul that Nieman missed the money that hls new house cost him, however,
since the January, lY/9 New York auction ot the /5UU pelts the company sent to sell
was even more successtul than the one ot the year betore, reachlng a record ievei ot
$1,331,679 1n sales.?? ‘he year lY2Y also bought a major change to the Uzaukee
County portion ot the organization that had raised these pelts, when in April the
principals decidea to spiit up this portion 1nto two separate organizations.

Where formerly the fox ranches (the Thiensville ranches| operated more or less
as one unit unaer the management ot the Fromm Bros. & Nieman Co., there will
now be two separate 1ndividual companies. In the parent farm ot the Fromm
Bros. & Nieman Co., Mr. Edwin Nieman has purchased the 1nterests ot his father
Mr. Jonn F. Nieman and Mr. Charles J. Nieman, and this farm is now owned solely
by Mr. Ed. Nieman and the Fromm Bros. of Hamburg. This tox ranch will be
greatly enlarged. ‘''wo adjoining farms, the Richara and Carl Roeglin farms,
have been purchased by this company, and wiil be converted into tox ranches.
1iU0 new pens will be added ana ZUu men are now at work on this ranch.

19- The Cedarburg News. May 30, 1928, pg. 5.

200 (bid. August 8, 1928, pg. 8.

21" ibid. January Y, 1929, pg. LU.

22 pinkerton, Kathrene. Bright With Silver. New York: william Sloane Assoc.,
194’7, pg. 1Y1. ‘his book, a condensed version of which appeared in the June, 1953
1ssue ot Reader's Dlgest Magazine, was written in cooperatlion With the Kromm
brothers and is the best source or 1lntormation about theilr Marathon County
operations.
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‘I'ne rederal, Uzaukee, and Herpert A. Nieman Co. tarms, it 1s reported, will be
merged, ana Messrs. John ¥. and Charies J. Nleman have gone to Michigan (U. P.!
to purcnase itana and start another farm there ror this group where roxes raised
here wilil be shipped to get thelr tinal tur priming. ‘'he cold ot the north
glves the tur a greater value. 'he Fromm Bros. Nieman Co. tarms have their
wintering ranch at Hampurg.23

This reorganization was achievea without rancor, nowever, and both the Niemans and
the Fromms continued to noia sStocCK 1ln each others organizations.

gven atter tne great stock-market crash or LYZY, money continueda to tiow TO ail
the tox farms. Many people 1n the Hampurg area stilll speak with gratitude
apout the jobs the kromms provided during the depression. ‘'he rromms were S0
tlush with cash during the '3Us tnat they sponsored semi-pro footbalil and
baseball teams, and took on such charitable projects as establLlishing the walter
anda Mabel Fromm Scholarship fund, which still (4991] distributes $1UU,UUU
annually to graduates ot Merrili Hign Schooit, wnich 1S near the rromm's old
Hamburg property.

ln 1936 the brothers took a gampie. ‘They shunned the New York auctions and
tormed their own auction company, asking urban buyers to take a iulu-mile trek
in ¥February trom New York to Wisconsin's snowy North. ‘he Fromm-Nleman pelts
were so popular that buyers came by rented tralns to snap up /50U pelts at
prices 1b% nigher than the average pelt had cost the previous moOnth in New
York. dy 193/, the ¥romm auction company was selling 3U,U0U pelts annually
according to a company promotional tiim. ‘the majority were Kromm turs, the
patance from 3UU other ranches.Z2*

By this time, kdwin J. Nleman, (now Known as kKdwln J. Nieman Sr. to aistinguish
himseif trom nis son of tne same name) had become a rich man thanks to Nhis
assoclations with his ¥romm cousins and he remained wilth the company througnout its
history. ‘''he company managed to survive the tur 1ndustry's lessening interest in
tox rur atter world war (i by bpbranching out 1NTO the raising 0of mink 1nsteaaq,
becoming for a time one of America's biggest producers ot this tur. Eventually,
though, changes 1in tashion and diminished 1nterest in turs coupled with dissension
among the varlous branches ot the Fromm tamily brougnt an ena to the organization.
Ironically, the last ot the Fromm-Nieman mink was sold in 1985, the year that kawin
J. Nieman, Sr. died and just a year after the early death of Edwin J. Nieman, Jr.%

23 The Cedarburg News. "FKox Farms in SpLit-up." Aprilt 24, 1929, pg. 1.
24 Nero, Phil and Sharon Thatcher. Up. Cit., pgs. 1i-12.
25 ‘'he M1iwaukee Journal. April 1b, 1l985. Death notice ot kdwin J. Nieman

Sr. October 16, 1984. Death notice ot Edwin J. Nieman Jr.
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'ne legacy ot the Fromm and Nieman familles 1n Wisconsin is a considerable one.
While the raising ot animals for tur has never regalned 1ts former importance 1in
Wisconsin, the legacy ot the medical research financed by the Kromms and raward J.
Nieman into the causes ang treatment ot distemper and encephaiitis now benetfits the
famlly pets or millions ot families. Likewise, fully Y5% of the ginseng that is
grown 1n the United States today 1s grown in Wisconsin, a statistic that owes a
great deal to the ¥romm brother's activities.

I'he Hadger state owes its dominant positilon 1n the American ginseng trade to
the 1lnaustry of tour brothers--Waiter, John, kdward, and Henry ¥romm. [n 1904,
these Hampurg, Wisconsln natlves successtully transplanted their tirst one
hundrea American ginseng roots trom rorest to gdarden. Hy lYilb, the Kromms were
cultivating tiltteen acres ot the perennial nherb, a large planting even by
today's standards. Along the way, they improved techniques tor cultivating the
piant, which 1S enormously difticuit to grow. ‘fhelr most important
contripbution was the ilmplementation of ralsed garden beds, a practice that
nelps prevent root rot. 26

T'oday, the land surrounding the home o:f kdwln J. Nleman, Sr. that was originally
given over to the fox tarm operations of the Kromm Hros. & Nieman Co. 1S now given
over mostly TO the grounas or a pubilc golr course. ‘The oniy remnant ot the once
huge rfox rarm operatlilon ltselr here 1S a portion of the tarm's elaborate tood
processing piant, which 1S now operatea Dy kdwin J. Nieman's grandsons, Ropbert and
Thomas Nieman, as Federal Koods, producers of Kromm Premium Pet Koods as well as
tood tor mink on mink farms.“" ‘he only other remnant 1s the still splendid home
and garage constructed for Edwin J. Nieman, Sr. In 1YZ8-1929, wnhich is the subject

of this nomination.

Architecture

The architectural signiticance or the kdwin J. Nieman house lies in 1ts being an
unusually fine and exceptionally well-detailed example ot the ‘Tudor Revival style as
applied to a sizeable late 1920s country house. In addition, the Nieman house is
also one of the few known residential commissions of its designer, Herman H. Bruns,
a Milwaukee architect and interior designer best known tfor nhis church designs and
whose best works are as impressive for their elaborate and well thought out

interiors as tor thelr notable exteriors.
The CRMP's ‘fudor and EKlizabethan Revival subsection states that:

he styles draw primarily upon knglish antecedents ot the sixteenth century.
Ornanental haLf-tlmoerlnq appliea over a conventional balioon trame structure

26 "phe Wisconsln Glnseng Connection." (On Wisconsin Magazine. Madlson:
University ot Wisconsin Alumni Association, September/uctober, 1993, pg. 1Y.
27 Nero, Pnil ana Sharon ‘Thatcher. op. Cit., pg. ¥.
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and in-tilllea with stucco or Drick is a halimark ot the 'l'udor Revival.
kiizapethan Revival buiidings, mucn rarer 1n wWisconsin, are more cCommoniy ot
brick with stone detaliiing. ‘hey aiso tend to be targer 1n scale ana more
tormal. Hoth styles are cnaracterized by elaborate aecorative chimneys, muiti
-gablea rootiines, and large window expanses subdivided by & muititude ot
muliions. ‘I'udor and klizapethan kKevival structures are 1rreguiar in plan.28

Similar qetalls are noted as characteristics Of the ‘'fudor revival style and or what
1s called the "Hrick wall Claadaing subtype" Ot tne style as describead Dy virginia
and Lee MCAlester 1n thelr recent book; A Kleid tulde tO American Houses. The
MCcAlesters note that the ‘fudor Revival style teatures certain sallent
characteristics such as a "steeply pltched root, usually siae-gabled; a tacade
dominated by one Or more prominent Cross gables, usually steeply pitched,; adecorative
{1.e., hot structurai) halt-timbering; tall, narrow winaows, usuaily 1n multiple
groups and with multi-pane giazing; massive chimneys, commonly crownea by decorative
chimney pots."2% ‘The authors also note that ralse nalt-timpering occurs on about
halt the examples ot the Brick Wall Claading subtype, "with intitling ot stucco or
brick between the timbers and, quite often, elaborate decorative patterns 1n the
arrangement ot timbers ana pricks."3% Still another teature noted Dy the McAlesters
was that "Windows are typlcally casement of wooa or metal, although more traditional
double-hung sash are also common. Windows are trequently grouped 1nto strings ot
three or more; small transoms are sometimes present above the main windows.>"

All ot the teatures noted above are also present in the Nieman house, which is an
almost prototypical example of the Tudor Revival style. in addition, Bruns's design
included still other teatures that are sometimes tound 1n more elaborate examples ot
the style such as slate rooting, a carved stone main entrance door surround, tour-
centered (Tudor) arch entrance door openings, and he also made extensive use stainea
and palnted glass 1n the windows, MOSt notably those on the first story.

gut 1t the aesign Hruns gave to kdwln J. Nieman was based on historic prototypes,
1ts method ot construction was not. Partly to aaaress concerns about fire and
partly tor reasons having to do with constructing a pullding that wouid De both
permanent and trouble-tree, Bruns specitied poured reintorced concrete one-toot-
thick tloors ana walls throughout the nouse are supported by a steel trame. in
1928, the use ot these materials 1ln general home construction was sStill quite rare
in wisconsin due largely to their high cost. But tor those Llke the Nlemans who
lived in rural areas and who had good reason to be concerned about the threat ot
tires, the advantages ot concrete and steel more than ottset the cost. ln

28 wyatt, Barpara (ka.). Op. Cit. Vol. 11, pg. Z-3U, (Architecture).

29 Mcalester, Virginia and Lee. A Field Guide to American Houses. New York:
Knopt, 1484, pg. 35b.

30 Ibid.

3b 1bid, pgs. 356-358.
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addition, uslng a steei trame made 1T easler tOo Support the massive weight of the
slate root, which was another element that contributed to the overall tireprooting
ot the house. The method ot constructlion 1s not apparent, however, and this is
typical ot the buliding practice ot the oay. 1n a recent article on the historic
use ot concrete in American home construction the authors noted:

when concrete construction was used for stylisn resldential buildings--and the
emphasis on tireproof buildings made it inevitable that it woula be used
trequently, 1t reluctantly--1t was likely to be concealed behina tacades ot
more time-honored materials and designs. ‘he Woodrow Wilson house 1in
Washington, U.C., tor instance, hides 1ts bilocklike concrete-and-steel sKkeleton
beneath an eminentiy respectaple yeorgian-style cloak ot tace brick and
ornamentali stone.>%

lnterestingly enough, the blueprints tor the Nleman house show that the exterlior
cladding was originally to have peen a veneer ot random ashlar Lannon Limestone.
The reason ror uitimately choosing DricKk 1S not known,

'ne architect or the Nieman house was Herman H. Bruns (i884-L357). Bruns was a
native ot Manistee, Michigan, where his tather, Henedict N. Bruns, was a carpenter
ana cabinetmaker by trade. ‘'hree ot Beneaict N. Bruns's tour sons went on to become
architects: Herman H. Hruns, 1n Mliwaukee; Heneaict J. Bruns, in chicago; and Jtto
C. Bruns, in Fort wayne, lndiana. Herman Bruns went to the local and parochial
SChools ot Manistee while he worked with nis tather to become a cabinetmaker. He
went to Milwaukee, nhis mother, Dora Kuester Bruns's, home town and worked tirst as a
miliwright at the Mayo Manutacturing Co., a chair manutacturer. Wwhlie thus emplioyea
he also continued his education through a correspondence course 1n architecture from
the lnternational Correspondence School 1n Scranton, rennsyivania. 7Then, tor three
years atterwards Bruns apprenticed with the interior design firm of J. J.
Joergenson, during which time he gained a practical knowiedge ot the interior aesign

profession.

During that time |Bruns} also pursued the study of art with Julius Seegall and
also under Charles Schrade. He likewise studied at the Milwaukee Art Institute
and under the tutoring ot ¥. W. Heine ot this city. Atterwards Mr. Bruns was
with Adolph Liebig, a church decorator, for two years and during nine months ot
that period worked in Chicago, also attending the Art Institute in that city.
With his return to Milwaukee he went with A. C. Eschweiler, an architect, as an
apprentice, and a year later became a designer tor the tirm ot Niedecken,
Walbridge & Company, interior architects. He remained with them for three
years and in addition to nhis work as a designer taught in the architectural
department ot the University Extension division and aiso took a course 1n

32 Massey, James C. & Shirley Maxweli. "The Case ror Concrete Houses." Uld-
House Journal, May-June, lYyY4, pg. 53.
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engineering and strength ot materials. He was next a designer with the Charles
Solomon Company, 1interior decorators, and while occupying that position

studied portrait work under Charles Schrade, also taking Heaux Arts and design
in Columbia uUniversity.

Un severing his connection with the solomon cCompany, Mr. Hruns reentered the
services of A. €. kschweller, with wnhnom he remained ror a year, and then
entered the tieid ot arcnitecture lnaepenaentiy. H1sS wWork was principaily in
his native c1ty, northern Michigan and Milwaukee, where ne designed several
churches ana resiaences. He also drew the plans for the Manistee Masonic
'emple, supervised the construction or the buliiding and did all of 1ts interior
decorating. 33

After the outbreak ot World war I Bruns worked tor the united states shipbuilliding
Corporation and was sent to ManitowocC, Wisconsin to bulld LUU homes tor workers at
the corporation's plant 1n that city. He was subsequently empioyea py the American
Appraisal Company of St. Louis and then by tne #1delity Appraisal Co., inspecting
and appraising builaings ot all types.

Following his return to Milwaukee, Mr. HBruns accepted a responsible position
with the tirm ot Kirchhott & Rose, architects, an association that liasted nine
months. He then entered the Milwaukee vVocational School as instructor 1in
architecture, mathematics, interior decorating, and estimating, acting in that
capacity for two and a hatf years, and at the same time acting as an architect
under his own name. **

Given the wide range of Bruns's assoclations and places of employment, surprisingly
little is known about the full range of his architectural commissions, but what 1is
known suggests that the design and decoration of churches was a speciality. Besides
the Manistee Masonic Temple, Bruns is known to have designea the Bethany Church, the
Jordan Lutheran Church and the Siloan Lutheran Churcn, ail of whose locations are
unknown. In addition, he also designed the following churches in Milwaukee: Sherman
Park Lutheran Church (Z7U3 North Sherman Boulevard); ‘lemple Betn-ki (N. 4¥th
Street); and Congregation Heth lsrael Synagogue, buillt 1m LY2b (2432 N. Teutonia
Ave., NRHP - 3/5/9¢). Bruns aiso designed commercial builaings ana residences as
well, 1ncluding the tollowing in Milwaukee and the surrounding area: Liberty State
Bank (Z708 North King Urive); the Bunde and Upmeyer store (lsb wesSt Wisconsin Ave.);
"the beautiful home occupied by the Nieman family at the ¥ox rarm ana the Yanr
residence |334U North Hackett Ave.j, both ot which he built and turnished, also dia

33 cregory, John G. History ot Milwaukee, Wisconsin. Chicago: The S. J.
Clarke Pubiishing Co., L1931, VolL. LV, pp. L3l-134. Blrography of Herman H.

Bruns.
34 |bid, pg. 133. Bruns's return to Miiwaukee took place ca.lysl.
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the Landscaplnq."35 “ne beautitul home of the Nieman tamily at the rKox rarm" 1is,
ot course, the puliding that 1s the subject ot thls nomination.

All ot Bruns's identitied builailngs are notabie tor the general excellence of their
architecture, but what 1S especially notable 1s Bruns' abiilty to supply his clients
Wwith designs that are as notable tor their interiors as for their exteriors.
Certainly, the Nieman house is one ot the pest expresslons ot Hruns's manitolid
talents as an architect and decorator, talents for which he was well kKnown in his
day. "Gitted aiong many lines, he |Bruns) has become wildely known as an architect,
as a consulting decorator, and as a lanascape, pictorial anda mural artilst, doing
notable work in these connections.">®

Bruns was listed as an architect in the Milwaukee City birectories until 1933.
"Bruns' whereabouts atter this time are not ruily known, but his tather's obituary
on November 24, 1Y4Z indicated that sons Benedict J., Herman H., and Alvin C. were
in Chicago. #Perhaps the lack ot architectural commissions brought on by the
bepression led Herman Bruns to Join his brother's practice in Chicago... AL present
it is not known when |or where| he died. He was still registered as an architect 1in
Wisconsin in 1Y54, although ne was still living in Chicago at the time." 3’ Despite
this lack ot Kknowledge about the overall scope ot Bruns's work, what nas been
laentitied to date clearly represents the wWork ot a master architect as detfinea by
the NRHF and the Nieman house 1S an outstanding example ot thils body Or WOIK.

Consequentiy, 1t 1s believed that the Nieman house meets the test ot Criterion C,
which asks that a nominated property exhibit "pistinctive adesign or pnysical
characteristics." ‘'he house exnlbits nearly ail ot the design characteristics that
are typilcally associated with the ‘‘uaor rKevival style sucnh as steeply pitched roots,
usually side-gabled; a tacade dominaced by one or more prominent Cross gables,
usually steeply pitcnhea; decorative (1.e., not structurai) halt-timbering; tail,
narrow windows, usually in multiple groups and with multi-pane glazing; massive
chimneys, commonly crowned Dy decorative cihimney pots. ‘'hese elements have been
skilltully blended by the architect, who created an excellent representative example
of the style. ‘he Nieman house is also notable tor being constructed out ot
reintforced concrete, an atypical material that was used in only the tinest country
houses of the time. The signiticance ot the house is further enhanced by its very
intact and elaborate original interior and by the very fine physical condition of
the building and ot the associated garage building.

35 Gregory, John G. Op. Cit., pg.l33.

36 bid.

37 voilmert, Les & Carlen Hatala. National Register Nomination Form tor the
Beth [srael Temple, Milwaukee, Wisconsin. Milwaukee Dept. of City Levelopment, bec.
16, 1991. Nomination on tile at the State Historic Preservation Division, state

Historical Society ot Wisconsin.
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See continuation sheet

Verbal Boundary Description

The nominated parcel ot land that is associated witn the Nieman house is located in
the west halt ot the southeast guarter (W# ot Sk@) ot Section 10, TYN, RZ1E, 1in the
Town (now City) ot Meqguon, Uzaukee County, Wisconsin. Beginning on a point on the
east right-ot-way line of the north-south running STH 57 (aka Cedarburg Rd.) that 1is

located 175U-feet north of the intersection of said right-of-way with the north
X_See continuation sheet

Boundary Justitication

The boundary contains the lanascaped portion ot the larger Zt acre parcel ot lana
that is now associated with the house. ‘fhis visualiy well-detfined area is centered
on the house and consists ot all the lana that has historically been associatea
directly with the house itsett, which land is separate trom and distinctly different

than the land that surrounded 1it.
See continuation sheet

i1i. Form Prepared Hy

name/titte Timotny ¥. Heggiand/Preservation Consuitant

For: N. Timothy and Suzette Lynch
organization date January 5, 1995
street & number _1J4il Morrison Street telephone tbuy)-251-945u

Clty or town Madison state _Wisconsin Zip code _»>31703
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[tems a-d are the same for each photo

Photo 1

a) kdwin J. Nieman, Sr. House

b) Town of Mequon, Uzaukee County, Wisconsin
c) 'fimothy ¥. Heggland, Auqust 5, 1994

d) State Historical Society ot Wisconsin

e) Rear Elevation, tacing 5

t) Photo 1 of Y

photo 2
e) Rear eievation, tacing SW
t) vhoto 2 ot Y

Photo 3
e) tGarage, tacing &
t) Photo 5 ot Y

ghoto_4¢
e) General view, tacing NW
t) Photo 4 or Y

Photo b
e) East-facing side elevation, conservatory, tacing W
t) Photo 5 or 9

Photo 6
e) Main facade, tfacing NE
t) Photo 6 of Y

Photo 7
e) Main entrance, facing N
£) Photo 7 of 9

Photo ¥
e) betail of main entrance door, facing N
f) Photo 8 of Y

Photo Y
e) Detail ot conservatory tountain, facing &
t) Photo 9 of Y
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Boundary bescription, Continuea

right-ot-way or the intersecting east-west running Highiand Road, then proceeding
due east from said point approx. J/b-teet to a Polint A that coincides wWith the NW
corner ot tne main block ot the house. ‘he boundary then cilrcumscribes a rectangile
arounda the house that extends around the house at a distance ot lUU-teet west ot
voint A, lbU-teet north ot Point A, Z0U-teet south ot Point A, and 4Uu-teet east or
Point A. ‘'ne short east and west siaes of tnhe rectangie measure 3bU-feet-iong
while the long north and south sSides measure bSul-teet-long. ‘he resulting rectangle
encloses approx. 4 acres.

owners

Dr. N. Timothy & Suzette Lynch
13030 N. Cedarburg Rd.
Megquon, Wl 53u97




