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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (if known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

Middlebrook, one of the oldest framed residences in Knox County, was 
built about 1845. The house originally had four rooms, two downstairs 
and two upstairs, with the kitchen and smokehouse in a separate building 
in the back.

The builder, Gideon Morgan Hazen, was said to be influenced by the 
Hermitage, Andrew Jackson's home outside Nashville. In 1860, small, 
protruding one story wings were added on each end and connected by a 
low one-story Doric portico with a flat roof and balaster. Some time 
after 1882, a butler's pantry was built which connected the main house 
with the kitchen.

Although the interior has been remodeled through the years;it has retained 
much of its integrity. For instance, the fireplaces are still open and 
used; and the pine floors sanded and exposed. The glass from a bedroom 
doorway transom had been replaced in the late 1890's by three Mount 
Vernon scenes—reflective of one of the occupant's participation in the 
restoration of Washington's home. The downstair rooms have 15' ceilings 
and the house is decorated with colonial furnishings.

Middlebrook was originally part of a 1,000 acre farm, although now only 
100 acres of that tract remain. The stream, after which Middlebrook is 
named, is about 75 yards from the house. The grounds are well main­ 
tained and there are some especially large white oaks by the house and 
on a knoll in front.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

Middlebrook is one of the few remaining pre-Civil War frame structures in 
Knox County. Not only is Middlebrook one of Knox County's oldest framed 
re si den cesj but it also has been well maintained through the years and 
retains much of its original flavor as an old antebellum farmhouse.

Middlebrook was built around 1845 by Gideon Morgan Hazen. In 1882 
the property was brought by Major Thomas Shepard Webb who served with 
Forrest's Confederate Cavalry. Webb had attended a reception at Middlebroo^ 
during the Civil War, and there he met Miss Blanche McClung, member of a 
prominent Knoxville family, whom he married after the war. Following the 
death of Blanche McClung Webb, Major Webb married in 1897 Miss Mary Polk 
Yeatman, grandniece of President James K. Polk. As Tennessee's regent of th| 
Mount Vernon Ladies' Association, Miss Yeatman had aided with the restora­ 
tion of Washington's home. Some of the changes made in 1897 depicting 
Mount Vernon scenes reflect this influence by Miss Yeatman. The estate 
remained in the Wet>b family until 1944 when it was acquired by J. D. 
Howard whose son-in-law, F. E. Ballew, presently owns and occupies it.
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As the designated State Liaison Officer for the Na­ 
tional Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law 

89-665), I hereby nominate this property for inclusion 

in the National Register and certify that it has been 
evaluated according to the c-iteria and procedures set 
forth by the National Park Service. The recommended 
level of significance of this nomination is: 
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Title Executive Director
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I hereby certify that this property is included in the 

National Register.
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