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1 . Name of Property

historic name: Pearl Street Historic District

other name/site number: N/A

2. Location

street & number: 

city or town: 

state

200-204 Pearl Street

Brandon

Mississippi code MS county

N/A not for publication

N/A vicinity

Rankin code 121 zip code 39042

3. State/Federal Agency Certification

As the designated authority under the National Historic Preservation Act of 1986, as amended, I hereby certify that this /nomination 
__ request for determination of eligibility meets the documentation standards for registering properties in the National Register of
Historic Places and meets the procedural and professional requirements set forth in 36 CFR Part 60. In my opinion, the property I

X meets I__ does not meet the National Register Criteria. I recommend that this property be considered significant 
__ nationally _l statewide _X_i locally. (I _____See continuation sheet for additional comments.)

^<-A/\^*lAX^ if \ ; \a fr '&1T

Signature of certifying official Date

Deputy State Historic Preservation Officer
State or Federal agency and bureau

In my opinion, the property D_ meets 
comments.)

.does not meet the National Register criteria. (_a See continuation sheet for additional

Signature of commenting or other official Date

State or Federal agency and bureau

4. National Park Service Certification
I, hereby certify that this property is: 

V entered in the National Register 
^ __ See continuation sheet. 
__ determined eligible for the

National Register
__ See continuation sheet. 

__ determined not eligible for the
National Register 

__ removed from the National
Register 

__ other (explain):_______

Date of Action



Pearl Street Historic District 
Name of Property

Rankin County, MS
County and State

5. Classification
Ownership of Property: 

Category of Property:

private

district

Name of related multiple 
property listing: __

Number of Resources within Property:
(Do not include previously listed resources in the count) 

Contributing Noncontributing 
3 1 buildings 
0 0 sites 
0 0 structures 
0 0 objects 
3 1 Total

Number of contributing resources previously 
listed in the National Register: ______

6. Function or Use
Historic Functions:

Current Functions:

DOMESTIC

DOMESTIC

Sub: single dwelling

Sub: single dwelling

7. Description
Architectural Classification:

Greek Revival 
Queen Anne

Other Description:

Materials
foundation 
roof 
walls 
other

BRICK
ASBESTOS, ASPHALT SHINGLES
WEATHERBOARD

Narrative Description
See continuation sheets.



Pearl Street Historic District 
Name of Property

Rankin County. MS
County and State

8. Statement of Significance
__Applicable National Register Criteria

A Property is associated with events that 
have made a significant contribution 
to the broad patterns of our history.

_B Property is associated with the lives 
of persons significant in our past.

X C Property embodies the distinctive 
characteristics of a type, period, or 
method of construction or represents 
the work of a master, or possesses 
high artistic values, or represents 
a significant and distinguishable 
entity whose components lack 
individual distinction.

D Property has yielded, or is likely to yield, 
information important in prehistory or history.

Criteria Considerations

Property is:

_ A owned by a religious institution or used for

religious purposes

__ B removed from its original location. 

_ C a birthplace or grave 

_ D a cemetery

__ E a reconstructed building, object, or structure 

__ F a commemorative property 

_ G less than 50 years of age or achieved significance

within the past 50 years.

Narrative Statement of Significance
See continuation sheets.

Areas of Significance

ARCHITECTURE

Period of Significance

ca. 1850 - ca. 1920

Significant Dates

Significant Persons

N/A 

Cultural Affiliation

N/A

Architect/Builder 

unknown

9. MAJOR BIBLIOGRAPHICAL REFERENCES
Bibliography
See continuation sheet.

Previous Documentation on File (NPS): N/A

_ preliminary determination of individual listing 
(36 CFR 67) has been requested. 

_ previously listed in the National Register 
_ previously determined eligible by the National Register 
.designated a National Historic Landmark 
_ recorded by Historic American Buildings Survey

Primary Location of Additional Data:

X State Historic Preservation Office 
__ Other State agency 
__ Federal agency 
__ Local government 
__ University 

Other
# ______

_ recorded by Historic American Engineering Record
#

Name of repository:

MS Dept. of Archives & History



Pearl Street Historic District___ Rankin County. MS
Name of Property County and State

10. Geographical Data___________________________________
Acreage of Property: approximately 4 acres

USGS Quad Map Name:
UTM References: Zone Easting Northing Zone Easting Northing

1 16 218320 3574740 3 __ _______ _____
2 4 __

See continuation sheet.

Verbal Boundary Description: See continuation sheet. 

Boundary Justification: See continuation sheet.

11. Form Prepared By

name/title: John Linn Hopkins & Marsha R. Gates

organization: Hopkins & Associates date: March 1997

street & number: 974 Philadelphia Street telephone: (901) 278-5186

city or town: Memphis state: TN zip code: 38104

Property Owner_______________________________________

name: See Continuation Sheet 11.

street & number: telephone:

city or town: state: zip code:
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7. Narrative Description

The proposed Pearl Street Historic District is a residential neighborhood located along both sides 
of Pearl Street, between Old Depot Road and College Street. The Old Brandon Cemetery, which 
contains more than one thousand marked graves of which the earliest is dated 1837, is 
immediately west of the proposed district.

The district has a substantial covering of hardwood trees mixed with conifers, and the yards have 
mature shrubbery and specimen trees. The single story and story -and-a-half houses are situated 
near the fronts of their lots, with setbacks varying from approximately twenty to one hundred 
feet. Most of the lots are large, ranging from 150 to 400 feet wide and 150 to 350 feet deep.

This district consists of three houses built between ca. 1850 and 1920. All of the houses are of 
frame construction with weatherboard siding. The houses all have Greek Revival influences; 
one was built ca. 1850 and modified with Queen Anne elements around the turn of the century. 
Each of these residences has had minor facade changes over time, but none which seriously 
compromise their design integrity as individuals or as a group. The Pearl Street District is a good 
example of a middle class Southern neighborhood which evolved over a period of more than a 
hundred years.

CONTRIBUTING AND NONCONTRIBUTING PROPERTIES

1. C 200 Pearl Street A one story, five bay frame cottage with Greek Revival influence, built ca. 1920. Side gable 
roof covered with asphalt shingles, with end wall chimney and box cornice. Exterior wall surfaces covered with drop 
siding. Windows are 9/9 and 4/4 double hung sash, some in pairs. Full width undercut gallery supported by box piers. 
Entrance is double leaf door (obscured by screen) topped by a four-light transom.

2. NC 202 Pearl Street A one story, one bay frame utility building, built ca. 1940. Gable roof with asphalt 
shingles. Exterior wall surfaces are cement shingles. No windows. Entrance is a slab door.

3. C 203 Pearl Street A one story, five bay frame cottage with Greek Revival influence built ca. 1850. Side gable 
roof covered with asphalt shingles and with end wall chimneys and box cornice. Single gable front dormer contains 1/1 
double hung sash. Exterior wall surfaces are covered with weatherboard siding. The area under the gallery roof has 
flush horizontal siding. Full width undercut gallery is supported by Doric columns. Entrance is a double leaf door 
topped by a multilight transom and flanked by multilight sidelights.

4. C 204 Pearl Street A one and one half story, 3 bay frame cottage with Greek Revival and Queen Anne 
influence, built ca. 1850 and altered ca. 1890-1900. Gable roofs, covered with asphalt shingles and with boxed cornice, 
closed front gable; side gable with cornice returns. An undercut bay window is beneath the front facing gable end. 
Exterior wall surfaces are covered with weatherboard siding. Windows are 2/2 double hung sash. Partial width 
undercut gallery is supported by chamfered posts. Entrance is a six panel door with three light transom.
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7. Narrative Statement of Significance

The Pearl Street Historic District is nominated for the National Register under Criterion C for its 
architectural significance within the context of Brandon, Rankin County, Mississippi. The 
residences which comprise the district are good local interpretations of their respective styles and 
reflect the patterns of economic development of the town from the 1850 to ca. 1920.

Pearl Street was once part of the finest residential areas in Brandon, encompassing a much larger 
area than what remains intact today. The district is contemporary writh the South College Street 
District; both areas are part of the original residential area of Brandon, which consisted of a 
several block area around the Town Square. The buildings which comprise this district are a 
cohesive residential group which still exhibit their major design characteristics and their 
association with the original residential area of "downtown Brandon" that existed before WWII.

Each of the houses in the district retains a high degree of architectural integrity. The variations of 
the Greek Revival style and the alteration of one Greek Revival cottage into a house with strong 
Queen Anne elements demonstrate the changing modes of residential planning and aesthetic 
preferences that occurred over the period from 1850 through the 1920s. This district reflects 
typical development and stylistic patterns found in many Mississippi towns and throughout the 
Southeast.
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9. Major Bibliographical References

History of Rankin County. 2 vols. Brandon, MS: Rankin County Historical Society, Inc., 1988.

Lane, Mils. Architecture of the Old South: Mississippi and Alabama. New York: Abbeville 
Press, 1989.

Rankin County, a Historical Sketch. Brandon, MS: Rankin County Board of Supervisors and 
Rankin County Chamber of Commerce, 1979.

"Rankin County Historical Calendar, " 1980-4. Brandon, MS: Rankin County Historical Society, 
1980-4.
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10. Geographical Data

Verbal Boundary Description

See accompanying scale map.

Boundary Justification

The proposed Pearl Street Historic District is a distinct neighborhood in one of the oldest 
residential areas of Brandon. The Old Brandon Cemetery , with grave markers dating back to 
1837, forms the western boundary. College Street, a major north-south route through town and 
Brandon's finest extant residential streets, forms the northern and eastern boundary. The 
southern boundary was drawn to include as many contributing elements as possible and to 
exclude nonhistoric or deteriorated housing and other structures which are not significant to the 
district.
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Property Owners

1. 200 Pearl Street 
Michael P. Guest 
200 Pearl Street 
Brandon, MS 39204

2. 202 Pearl Street
(on 16th Section land) 
Rankin County School Board 
P.O. Box 1077 
Ridgeland, MS

3. 203 Pearl Street
Robert D. Morrow, Jr. 
P.O. Box 250 
Brandon, MS 39042

4. 204 Pearl Street
John and Linda Farmer 
204 Pearl Street 
Brandon, MS 39204
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Photograph List
Pearl Street Historic District 
200-204 Pearl Street 
Brandon, Rankin County, MS

Photos by: John Linn Hopkins
Date: " March, 1997
Negatives: Mississippi Department of Archives and History

Photo 1 of 5
View of 200 Pearl Street, looking generally northeast.

Photo 2 of 5
View of the side (north) facade of 200 Pearl Street, looking south.

Photo 3 of 5
View of 203 Pearl Street, looking generally southwest.

Photo 4 of 5
View of 204 Pearl Street, looking generally northeast.

Photo 5 of 5
View of the entrance to 203 Pearl Street.
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