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1. Name
historic Miles, George M. > House

and/or common The tolles House

2. Location
street & number Lake Sr, fOr publication

city.town Miles City of congressional district

state Montana code 030 county Ouster

4. Owner of Property

code

3. Classification
Category

district
X building(s)

structure
site
object

Ownership
public

X private
both

Public Acquisition
in process
being considered

Status
X occupied

unoccupied
work in progress

Accessible
yes: restricted

X yes: unrestricted 
no

Present Use
agriculture
commercial
educational
entertainment
government
industrial
military

museum
park

" private residence
religious
scientific
transportation
other:

name J. ttyies White

street & number 23 South Lake Street

city,town Miles City vicinity of state Montana

5. Location of Legal Description
courthouse, registry of deeds, etc. Custar County Courthouse

street & number

city, town Miles City state Montana

6. Representation in Existing Surveys
title N/A has this property been determined elegible? __ yes X no

date federal __ state __ county __ local

depository for survey records

city, town state



7. Description

Condition
excellent

-X _ good 
fair

deteriorated
ruins
unexposed

Check one
unaltered

X altered

Check one
_ X_ original site 

moved date

Describe the present and original (if known) physical appearance

The George M. Miles House is a two story, irregularly massed frame house, situated 
on the corner of South Lake and Bridge Streets in Miles City. Because enormous 
juniper trees obscure a view of the front of the house, a rough sketch of the front 
facade has been included.

This is a house of seven gables. The asphalt shingled roof slopes down from 
the peaked ridge line, interrupted by numerous gabled protrusions and shed roof 
additions. Two of the front gables are gambrel ended. Decorative diamond cut shingles 
are used on the gable ends. Two bulls-eye windows frame the paired 1/1 double hung 
windows in the large gambrel dormer.

An L-shaped balustraded porch runs the entire length of the front, wrapping 
around the southwestern corner of the house. The porch gives this very irregular 
plan a sense of cohesion. The porch roof is supported by paired Doric columns.

Simple Queen-Anne detailing adds textural interest to this massing of irregular 
shapes. Clapboard siding is used on the first level while diamond cut and square 
cut shingles are used on the second. A small triangular pediment with decorative 
woodwork marks the front, central entrance. Half circle wooden decorative elements 
are placed above the second story windows on the southern and western facades. Most 
of the windows are 1/1 double hung, arranged singly or in pairs. Casement, 6 light 
windows have been used in the later additions.

In 1927, the house was divided into two apartments by H.F. Lee, a former employee 
of George M. Miles. A double set of stairways were installed in place of the original 
centrally located stairs. A kitchen addition was built onto the southern side of 
the back and a sunporch added to the north. During the 1960's, the basement was 
also finished as another apartment.

The various later additions have only added to the irregularity of the original 
design, thus detracting little from the integrity of the building.



8. Significance

Period
prehistoric
1400-1499
4 CArt _ i COO

•4 cnn _ i CQQ

1700-1799
X H ann 4 ooo

1900-

Areas of Significance — Check
archeology-prehistoric
archeology-historic
agriculture
architecture
art

X commerce X
communications

and justify below
community planning
conservation
economics
education
engineering
)&X|flfcX£tK&/settlement
industry
invention

landscape architecture
law
literature
military
music
philosophy
politics/government

religion
science
sculpture
social/
humanitarian 
theater
transportation
other (specify)

Specific dates 1899 Builder/Architect unknown

Statement of Significance (in one paragraph)

The Miles House was one of the first large residential structures to be built 
in Miles City and is significant for its association with George M. Miles, a prominent 
businessman and one of the founders of Miles City. Stylistically, the Miles House 
may be classified as Queen-Anne eclectic due to the building's highly irregular 
massing, the textural variety of the siding used to animate the exterior wall surfaces 
and the incorporation of Dutch colonial revival motifs in the gambrel front facade 
gables. The architect and builder of the Miles House are not known and George Miles 
destroyed the original plans after construction to insure that no duplicate of this 
unusual design would be erected.

George Miles came to Montana in 1876 in the capacity of quartermaster clerk 
for the Fifth Regiment at Fort Keogh. His uncle, General Nelson A. Miles, established 
Fort Keogh in the Yellowstone Valley as a Dase from which to launch extensive campaigns 
against the Indians shortly after the Battle of Little Big Horn. Within one year, 
the Indians had been subdued and thousands of Indian prisoners were transported 
to Standing Point Reservation in the Dakota Territory. The War Department soon 
abandoned portions of the military reservation surrounding the fort and George Miles 
ftl'edon 10 square miles of very level land east of the Tongue River. A portion 
of that land today is Miles City, named in honor of George Miles' more noted uncle.

Now a civilian, George Miles and h 
the area shipping the wool down the Yel 
came into existence. With the Indians 
range country, and the need for banking 
in association with Major J, Brisbin of 
Stower, Alfred Myers, William H. Guther 
businessmen—raised $50,000 to organize 
charter on July 7, 1882. Leighton was 
cashier.

is father became the first wool growers in 
lowstone River several years before the railroad 
under control , cattlemen poured into Montana's 
facilities soon became evident. Miles, 
the Army and Joseph Leighton, Richard E. 

ie, and John J. Graham—all stockmen and 
the First National Bank which received its 

the first president and Stower was named

George Miles was elected president of the First National in 1907 and served 
in this capacity until 1929 when he sold his interest to the First Bank Stock Corporation, 
Miles' business involvements and civic activities were extensive: he served as 
the first U.S. Commissioner (appointed by the governor) and first Notary Public 
in Custer County, senior partner of the hardware firm of Miles, Strevell, and Ulmer, 
president of the Miles City Trust and Realty Company, president of the Ekalaka Telephone 
Company, and superintendent of the Presbytarian Sunday School.

George Miles lived in this house at 28 South Lake Street from 1899 until 1913, 
his most active years as a financial magnate in Miles City. Although the house 
has been divided into two apartments, the exterior appearance retains complete integrity.
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1 0. Geographical Data
Acreage o* nominated property less than
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Verbal boundary description and justification

Lot one in Block two of Miles Reserve Addition 
T8N, R**7E NW£SE£NWi Section J>k

List all states and counties for properties overlapping state or county boundaries

state code county code

state code county code

11. Form Prepared By

name/title j t Myles White

organization date 8/9/80

street & number 28 South Lake telephone's) 232-1

city or town Miles City state Montana

12. State Historic Preservation Officer Certification
The evaluated significance of this property within the state is: 

__ national __ state s\ local

As the designated State Historic Preservation Officer for the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law 89- 
665), I hereby nominate this property for inclusion in the National Register and certify that it has been evaluated 
according to the criteria and procedures set forth by the Heritage Conservation and Recreation Service.

State Historic Preservation Officer signature

title date - )5-
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GEORGE M. MILES HOME, 28 South Lake - one of Miles City's earliest 
citizens, a nephew of General Nelson Miles of Fort Keogh. Mr. Miles built 
this house in 1897. He was one of the founders of Miles Strevell Hardware. 
It is presently the Dr. Myles White Home.

Designed by Mildred Miles


