
F O R M B - B U I L D I N G 
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Office oi the Secretary, State House, Boston 

In Area no. Form no. 

43o 

1. Town ANDDVER 

Address 89 Prospect Road 

Name Hol t Farm 

2. Photo (3x3" or 3x5") 
Staple to left side of fo rm 
Photo number ' ,'»̂ ' 

Present use Residential 

3, 

Present owner Ki.mbally John 

Description: ' ' 

Date ca. 1715 
I 

4. Map, Draw sketch of building location 
in relation to nearest cross streets and 
other buildings. Indicate north. 

450: South Groveland Quad, 1:25000 
19/327050/4722570 

Source Hi s to r i c Houses i n Andover 

Style Georgian 

Architect 

Exterior wall fabric Wood shingle ' 

Outbuildings (describe) converted barn 

Other features s to r ies ; gable roof w/ 
integral leant*} center cniraney; s-uay 
facade w/sraall / vd.ndows; glazed center 
entry porch; races soutn 

window sash 18th C. 
Altered ^^^y,^ chnr.gi»c: Date pp^^ C. 

Moved Date 

Lot size: 9^ Parcel 2 

One acre or less Over one acre x 

496' Approximate frontage 

... "<•• 

Approximate distance of building f rom street 

250' 

Recorded by w. Frontiero 

Organization Andover Historical Commission 

Date August 7, 1980 

(over) 

3714-7-77 



7, Original owner (if known) 

Original use 

Nicholas H o l t I I I 

rp.'niripnti ril 

Subsequent uses (if any) and dates 

8. Themes (check as many as applicable) 

Aboriginal 
Agricultural 
Architectural 
The Arts 
Commerce " 
Communication 
Community development 

Conservation 
Education 
Exploration/ 
settlement 

Industry 
Military 
Political 

Recreatioa 
Religion 
Science/ 

invention 
Social/ 

humanitarian 
Transportation 

9. Historical significance (include explanation of themes checked above) 

The Holt farmhouse was b u i l t ca. 1708-1715 by Nicholas Holt I I I (1683-1756). 
Nicholas, grandson of one of the town's original proprietors, fanned a homestead 
of 30 acres plus other scattered sites. Eventually the estate was one of the 
largest landholdings i n Andover, having a radius of one mile from the house. 
According to record and tradition, the Holts always kept two yoke of oxen on the 
farm. 

Nicholas I I I was married f i r s t (1708) to Mary Mannirjg, and second (1717) to 
Dorcas Abbott. Described at his death as a gentleman, Nicholas's estate then 
included an impressive ariray of clothing and furnishings. The land was farmed 
by seven generations of the locally prominent Holt family, who continued to l i v e 
here u n t i l the 1880s. The present owner i s , appropriately enough, a Holt 
descendant himself. 

The integral leanto house i s the focal point of Holt's H i l l and faces southward 
with a view of Boston on clear days. ( I t i s said that a crowd of townspeople 
gathered here to observe the smoke and cannon explosions of the Battle of 
Bimker H i l l . ) Aside from i t s remote setting and i t s form, the building i s 
distinguished by i t s great central chimney, original framework, and early interiors. 

"She ibl#'^ann i s significant (1) for i t s long aSsociaticaiB with tlie Holt fandly, 
farmers prominent i n the development of eastern Andover, and (2) as an inportant 
exanple of the evolution of a 17th century farmhouse. The property retains 
integrity of design, materials, workmanship, and setting, and meets Criteria A 

' and C of the National Register. 

10. Bibliography and/or references (such as local histories, deeds, assessor's records, 
early maps, etc.) 

Essex County Registry of Deeds, Lawrence and Salem (43/400; 48/125; 66/41; 71/103; 116/4; 
Probate Docket Nos. 42584, 42589, 13699, 13680)  

Andover Historical Society Vertical Files, "Holt Family,"  
Andover Vital Recoirds to 1850 
The First Three Generations of Holts i n America, The Holt Ass'n of America. The Moore 

Printing Co., Newburgh NY: no date. 



NPS Form 10-900-a 
(7-«1) 

United States Department of the Interior 
National Park Service 

National Register of Historic P laces 
Inventory—Nomination Form 

Continuation sheet Item number 

QMB UO. 1024^00ir: 
!2/3!/84 

Page 

Multiple Resource Area 
Thematic Group 

Name Town nf Andover Multiple Resource Area 
State 

Nomination/Type of Review 

31, Holt Farm Entered i n the 
jls^tional Eeglster 

32. Holt-Cummings-Davis House Entered i n 'th© 
Hatlonal Begister 

33. Jenkins, Benjamin, House 

34^ Lincolnshi re , The 

35 Manning House 

2g Memorial Ha l l Library 

Musgrove Block 

38. Orlando 

39. Osgood Farm 

40. Pearson, Abel , House 

BinEsfantlve Eevic-

Entered in the 
national Begistec 

Entered in th0 
National Begiater 

Entered In tlia 
Kational Begieter 

Entered in the. 
HatlooaJ. Begtetor 

SSSsfanflTe Bevie-

Entered In tta 
National Beglster 

Entered In tlia 
National Begteter 

Keeper 

Attest 

Keeper 

Attest 

Keeper 

Attest 

Keeper 

Attest 

Keeper 

Attest 

Keeper 

Attest 

Keeper 

Attest 

Keeper 

Attest 

Keeper 

Attest 

Keeper 

Attest 

Date/Signature 



NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES etM»»D<^pm^^ 
_ National Parte SanriM 

EVALUATION / RETURN SHEET 

P r n p ^ r t y . / A s / / / ^ r A f A ^ l f / / 7 ^ / Z ^ / ^ ^ / d ^ A / f A ^ W o f k l n a N o . ^ g ^ ^ ^ f ^ ^ 

. , J Stat*. County: ^ ^ ^ A F.d. R*g. D t̂̂ ;'"'̂ "^ '̂ "̂  . 
I.i,' Federal Agancy: Data Du«- S/^7/r^ - ^//j-A-
fy Action: -J^ACCEPT W^'^A^^ 
t 'A raaubmlsaion . . . . . RETURN. 

*• t X. i . i Entered in the 
nomination by paraon or local govarnmant National Eegtetar" REJECT. 
ownar objaction photo%—^ 

\ appeal - maps 
Substantive Review: sample request < appeal _ N R decision 

tn \ Reviewer'a commants: 
z 

.• i7 Recom./Criteria 
Reviewer. 
Discipline. 
Date 

aae continuation aheet 

•Nomination returned for: technical corrections cited below 
....aubstantive reasons discussed below 

1. Name 

2. Location 

3. Classification 

4. Owner of Property 

5. Location of Legal Pescription 

6» Representation in Existing Surveys 

7. Pescription 

aummary paragraph 
completeneaa 
clarity 
alterations/integrity 
dates 
boundary aeiection 













Please refer to the map in the 

Multiple Property Cover Sheet 

for this property 

Multiple Property Cover Sheet Reference Number: 64000298 


