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Photo (3'x3" or 3'x5", black and
white) Indicate address of
property on back of photo.
Staple to left side of form.

Sketch Map: Draw nap shewing property's location
in relation to nearest cross streets and/or
geographical features. Indicate all buildings
betweai inventoried property and neeirest
intersection (s).

Indicate north

Outbuildings -
contributing - O

non-contributing

OTM REFERENCE 19/328640/4707730
USGES QQADRANGLE Reading, Mass.
SCALE - 1:25,000

AREA FORM  NO.
323
Towmn Wakefield
Address 61 Prospect Street

Historic Nare Jonas Cowdrv House

Use: Present Dwelling
Original Dwelling

DESCRIPTION

Date c.1833

Source Ruth Woodbury

Style Federal

Architect NA

Exterior Wall Fabric Claoboard

Outbuildings Garage, Tool shed,

enclosure noncont.r i hnl-1na.
Major Alterations (with dates)

2 additions on north.

Condition Good

Movd NA Date

Acreage Ih -acre.q

Setting Set back froin road on

lot behind p fielrigfnnp.

Recorded by Architectural

well

rai sed

Preservation

Associates
"Organization V 7akefield Historical
Commission

Date March 1985



NATI ONAL REQ STER CR TER A STATEMENT (if appl i cabl e)

Wakefield i sfortunate t ohave a |l arge nunber of 3/4 houses existing
from t heFederal Period, of which this house i sa well preserved exano
The south door surround i sunusually fine. The Cowdry family was one
the early settlers of Redding and t hefamily retained ownership of thi
house for nearly a century - an unusually long period of continuity.
The house retains integrity of location, setting, design, materials,
wor kmanshi p, feeling and association and neets Criterion Cof the
NRHP on t helocal level.

ARCH TECTURAL SI QN FI CANCE  Describe inportant architectural features andevaluate in terns of
other buildings within the conammty.

Wakefield has an unusually |arge nunber of 3/4 houses remaining from
the first decade of t hel9th c. included anong which i sthis house, a
Federal farmhouse, 2h stories i nheight, three bays wide with a |arge
central chimey. Itsmjor stylistic feature i stheentablature door
surround on t hesouth facade, a finely proportioned Federal surround
with the classically conposed entablature and sidelights favored by
housewrights of the period.

H STCRICAL SIGN FI CANCE Explain the role cwiers played in local or state history and how t he
building relates t othe devel opment of the connunity.
This house has long confused Wakefield' s historians but Ruth Woodbury
town historian, provided the nost convincing interpretation of
avail able records confirmed by stylisticeevidence. Wi IliamCowdry
was among t hefirst settlers totheterritory called Redding i n the
17th c. He settled where #71Prospect Street i stoday and the hill
behind his farm became know as Cowdry's Hill. Hi shouse was |ater
replaced, but Cowdrys continued t oown and farm t heland and Nat hani el
Cowdry's two sons Aaron and Jonas al most simultaneously built this
house and t heone at 98 Prospect Street c. 1833. The land continued
to be farmed although i nsmaller sections until thelatter deSades of
the 19th c. when devel opment of Cowdry's Hill and t heland south of
Prospect Street began. The house remained i nt hefamly until c. 1900.

Bl BLI G3RAPHY and/ or REFERENCES

Merrill, Morrison Wakefield' s O dHouses. Wakefield, 1951.
Eaton, Lilley. Genealogical History of Reading, Boston, 1874
Wakefield Historical Society, Vertical Files, Ruth Wbodbury notes
Maps of 1889 (WE Cowdry), 1906 (Waldo E Cowdry).
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UN TED STATES CEPARTMENT CF THE | NTER OR
NATI ONAL  PARK SERVI CE

NATI ONAL REA STER GF H STORI C PLACES
EVALUATI QV RETURN SHEET

REQUESTED ACTION  NOM NATI ON "
PROPERTY  Cowdry, Jonas, House [
NAME

MALTI PLE  Wakefield MRA

NAME

STATE & GANTY: NMNASSACHUSSETTS, M ddl esex

DATE RECEI VED: 5/ 23/ 89 DATE GF PEND NG LI ST: 6/ 06/ 89
DATE CF 16TH DAY 6/ 22/ 89 DATE CF 45TH DAY 7/ 07/ 89

DATE G- WEEKLY LI ST:
REFERENCE NLMBER 89000739

NM NATAR  STATE J.
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CLASSI FI CATI ON
count resource type
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architectural classification
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descriptive text

SI GNI FI CANCE
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Note: Lots with prefix letter "K'hove numbers the same at shown on Keltty Plon (BK.249Pl.i3)
" " ! - "5 . Bortlett Mill Plon (BK,216PI1.47)
o « V" - o Wolton Plon (BK 262P1.26)
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31-32-33-34-35-37 -38-39-41- 42-46-49-50-51- 52-<» -K 56 -K 6 4

REVISED 1987
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Please refer to the map in the
Multiple Property Cover Sheet

for this property

Multiple Property Cover Sheet Reference Number: 64000300




