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Photo (3'x3" or 3'x5", black and 
white) Indicate address of 
property on back of photo. 
Staple to l e f t side of form. 

Sketch Map: Draw nap shewing property's location 
in relation to nearest cross streets and/or 
geographical features. Indicate a l l buildings 
betweai inventoried property and neeirest 
intersection ( s ) . 
Indicate north 

Outbu i ld ings -

c o n t r i b u t i n g - 0 

n o n - c o n t r i b u t i n g 

AREA PCRM NO. 

323 

Town W a k e f i e l d 

Address 61 P r o s p e c t S t r e e t 

His tor ic Name Jonas Cowdrv House 

Use: Present D w e l l i n g 

Original D w e l l i n g 

DESCRIPTION 

Date c .1833 

Source Ruth Woodbury 

Style F e d e r a l 

Architect NA 

Exterior Wall Fabric C laoboa rd 

Outbuildings Garage, T o o l shed , w e l l 

e n c l o s u r e noncont.r i hn1-1 na . 

Major Alterations (with dates) 

2 a d d i t i o n s on n o r t h . 

Condition Good 

Moved NA Date 

Acreage I h -acre.q 

Setting Set back f r o i n road on r a i s e d 

l o t b e h i n d p, f i e 1 rig fnnp. 

OTM REFERENCE 

USGS QOADRANGLE 

SCALE -

19/328640/4707730 

R e a d i n g , Mass. 

1 :25 ,000 

Recorded by A r c h i t e c t u r a l P r e s e r v a t i o n 
A s s o c i a t e s  

"Organization V7ake f i e ld H i s t o r i c a l 
Commission 

Date March 1985 



NATIONAL REGISTER CRITERIA STATEMENT (if applicable) 

Wakefield i s f o r t u n a t e t o have a large number of 3/4 houses e x i s t i n g 
from the Federal Period, o f which t h i s house i s a w e l l preserved examo 
The south door surround i s unusually f i n e . The Cowdry f a m i l y was one 
the e a r l y s e t t l e r s o f Redding and the f a m i l y r e t a i n e d ownership of t h i 
house f o r nearly a century - an unusually long period o f c o n t i n u i t y . 
The house r e t a i n s i n t e g r i t y of l o c a t i o n , s e t t i n g , design, m a t e r i a l s , 
workmanship, f e e l i n g and as s o c i a t i o n and meets C r i t e r i o n C of the 
NRHP on the l o c a l l e v e l . 

ARCHITECTURAL SIGNIFICANCE Describe important architectural features and evaluate in terms of 
other buildings within the conammity. 

Wakefield has an unusually large number of 3/4 houses remaining from 
the f i r s t decade of the 19th c. included among which i s t h i s house, a 
Federal farmhouse, 2h s t o r i e s i n he i g h t , three bays wide wit h a large 
c e n t r a l chimney. I t s major s t y l i s t i c f e a t u r e i s the enta b l a t u r e door 
surround on the south facade, a f i n e l y proportioned Federal surround 
with the c l a s s i c a l l y composed ent a b l a t u r e and s i d e l i g h t s favored by 
housewrights o f the p e r i o d . 

HISTCRICAL SIGNIFICANCE Explain the role cwners played in local or state history and how the 
building relates to the development of the conmunity. 

This house has long confused Wakefield's h i s t o r i a n s but Ruth Woodbury 
town h i s t o r i a n , provided the most convincing i n t e r p r e t a t i o n of 
a v a i l a b l e records confirmed by s t y l i s t i c • e v i d e n c e . W i l l i a m Cowdry 
was among the f i r s t s e t t l e r s t o the t e r r i t o r y c a l l e d Redding i n the 
17th c. He s e t t l e d where #71 Prospect S t r e e t i s today and the h i l l 
behind h i s farm became know as Cowdry's H i l l . His house was l a t e r 
replaced, but Cowdrys continued to own and farm the land and Nathaniel 
Cowdry's two sons Aaron and Jonas almost simultaneously b u i l t t h i s 
house and the one at 98 Prospect S t r e e t c. 1833. The land continued 
to be farmed although i n smaller sections u n t i l the l a t t e r deSades of 
the 19th c. when development of Cowdry's H i l l and the land south of 
Prospect S t r e e t began. The house remained i n the f a m i l y u n t i l c. 1900. 

BIBLIOGRAPHY and/or REFERENCES 

M e r r i l l , Morrison , Wakefield's Old Houses. Wakefield, 1951. 
Eaton, L i l l e y . Genealogical H i s t o r y of Reading, Boston, 1874 
Wakefield H i s t o r i c a l Society, V e r t i c a l F i l e s , Ruth Woodbury notes 
Maps o f 1889 (W.E. Cowdry), 1906 (Waldo E. Cowdry). 
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UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE 

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES 
EVALUATION/RETURN SHEET 

REQUESTED ACTION: NOMINATION . " 

PROPERTY Cowdry, Jonas, House i 
NAME: — . . 

MULTIPLE Wakefield MRA 
NAME: 

STATE & COUNTY: MASSACHUSETTS, Middlesex . 

DATE RECEIVED: 5/23/89 DATE OF PENDING LIST: 6/06/89 
DATE OF 16TH DAY: 6/22/89 DATE OF 45TH DAY: 7/07/89 
DATE OF WEEKLY LIST: 

REFERENCE NUMBER: 89000739 

NOMINATOR: STATE J. 

REASONS FOR REVIEW: • 

APPEAL: N DATA PROBLEM: N LANDSCAPE: N LESS THAN 50 YEARS: N 
OTHER: N PDIL: N PERIOD: N PROGRAM UNAPPROVED: N 
REQUEST: N SAMPLE: N SLR DRAFT: N NATIONAL: N 

COMMENT WAIVER: N 

t x ^ C E P T RETURN REJECT 7 / ^ / g f ^ DATE 
/ / — f — National Begister 

ABSTRACT/SUMMARY COMMENTS: ' 

RECOM./CRITERIA 
REVI EWER ~_ 
DISCIPLINE 
DATE 

DOCUMENTATION see attached comments Y/N see attached SLR Y/N '̂ ' 



CLASSIFICATION 

count resource type 

STATE/FEDERAL AGENCY CERTIFICATION 

FUNCTION 

historic current 

DESCRIPTION 

architectural classification 
^materials 
descriptive text 

SIGNIFICANCE 

Period Areas of Significance—Check and ju s t i f y below 

Specific dates Builder/Architect 
Statement of Significance (in one paragraph) 

summary paragraph 
completeness 
c l a r i t y ' -
applicable c r i t e r i a 
j u s t i f i c a t i o n of areas checked 
relating significance to the resource 
context 
relationship of integrity to significance 
j u s t i f i c a t i o n of exception 
other 

BIBLIOGRAPHY 

GEOGRAPHICAL DATA 

acreage ^verbal boundary description 
UTMs boundary jus t i f i c a t i o n 

ACCOMPANYING DOCUMENTATION/PRESENTATION 

sketch maps USGS maps photographs presentation 

OTHER COMMENTS 

Questions concerning this nomination may be directed to 

Phone 

Signed Date 
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