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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (if known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

Hawks Inn, built c. iJjJB), is a substantial, ^able-roofed frame_mass of 
2 1/2 stories J^_Qree^^^ It is a handsome structure with 
a ̂ sJjigJLe^story^jtjetLraprostYle portico extending across the entire front, 
surmounted by a balustraded deck at the second story level. Columns are 
square Doric. The front is 5-bayed and has an interesting arrangement of 
door openings, which constitute the middle three bays. A cornice extends 
across the entire system of doorways and is supported by three pairs of 
pilasters. Each door is single, and all are eight-paneled. The center 
door, which is the main opening, has narrow, multi-paned sidelights 
between the door frame and the pilasters. The center door is repeated 
directly above, in the second floor opening off the deck, with an 
identical arrangement of sidelights and pilasters, and a cornice.

Roof cornices and returns are wide, with correspondingly wide frieze boards. 
On the front face of the roof there is a substantial brick chimney near each 
gable end. Shingles are wood and siding is of clapboards. rn

Originally there was a 1 1/2 story kitchen ell which housed a large kitchen, m 
pantry, and a stairway to the second floor. This ell was removed in the 
1920's. Two years after the inn was built, a single-story wing was added to 
the right gable end but that, too, was subsequently removed. The original 
portico was removed also and was missing at the time the building was meas­ 
ured for the HABS in 1936. In restoration of the exterior, the original 
portico was faithfully reconstructed and it is planned that eventually the 
kitchen ell will be reconstructed in order that the inn will be as it was 
originally. Except for possible reconstruction of the ell, exterior 
restoration is complete. The interior has been refurbished and a number 
of rooms equipped with period furnishings.

Until I960 the inn stood on its original location, but moving became 
necessary to escape demolition. Hawks Inn is now permanently situated on 
a property owned by the Hawks Inn Historical Society Inc., and is assured 
of permanent preservation and maintenance.
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Hawks Inn is of considerable significance in both the
tion and architecture, and in Wisconsin there is a certain linkage between 
them. Perrin states that, "During the middle years of the 19th century 
many stagecoach inns were built along the plank roads that connected the 
principal cities in Wisconsin. Only a few of these important landmarks 
have survived. Among them are the Wade House at Greenbush, Hawks Inn at 
Delafield, and the Dunkel Inn at Brookfield. All are in the Greek Revival 
style."1 It might be added that in general architectural style, the three 
important survivals have numerous affinities, the common characteristics 
'Being the 2 1/2 story mass with a gable roof, classic cornices with returns 
at the ends, a large chimney at either gable end of the roof, a kitchen 
ell, and a square colonnaded portico extending across the front side of 
the inn. Hawks Inn is a handsome example of this Greek Revival style, and 

\--is indeed one of Wisconsin f s most significant survivals of the frame stage- 
coach inns."~Tts situation on a heavily traveled territorial road from 
Milwaukee to Madison made it one of the more important stagecoach inns of 
the day,_and it was a favorite stopping place of a number of Wisconsin's
historical persons—especially those concerned with the development of 
Milwaukee, like Solomon Juneau, Byron Kilbourn and Daniel Wells—who had 
business to conduct at the capitol in Madison.

The builder of the inn, Nelson Paige Hawks, was an important figure in the 
development of the settlement of Delafield, where he owned the first hotel, 
a store, saw mill and flour mill, served as first postmaster, platted an 
addition, to the town, and contributed to its growth by giving "deeds to 
alternate lots to all who would make their homes there."2 Hawks had the 
personality and charm a successful innkeeper needed, provided the finest 
food and drink for his guests; and for some twenty years his inn was one 
of the most popular of such establishments in Wisconsin. Besides, states 
Perrin, "Not the least of the interesting features of this inn, is the 
fact that it served as a station for the Underground Railroad by which 
fugitive slaves made their escape."

After surviving for nearly twelve decades and lapsing into near-ruinous 
condition, Hawks Inn was scheduled for demolition in 1960 to make way for 
a service station. Because of its significance as a Wisconsin landmark, 
however, the owner offered to donate it to anyone who would remove it from 
its location. The Hawks Inn Historical Society, Inc., was formed for the 
purpose of accepting the inn, and successfully raised enough money to move, 
restore, and furnish the inn with appropriate period pieces, and to operate
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late territorial and early statehood era.
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