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1. Name of Property

historic name  Mud Springs Station Archaeological District (Amendment and Boundary Increase)

other names/site number 25M072

2. Location

street & number Part ofthe SW Vi, Sec.31 T 18N R 49W, X not for publication
or 5.3 miles north and 2 miles west of Dalton X

city ortown Dalton vicinity

state Nebraska code NE county Morrill code 123 zipcode 69131

3. State/Federal Agency Certification

As the designated authority under the National Historic Preservation Act, as amended,

| hereby certify that this X nomination request for determination of eligibility meets the documentation standards
for registering properties inthe National Register of Historic Places and meets the procedural and professional
requirements set forth in 36 CFR Part 60.

In my opinion, the property X meets does not meet the National Register Criteria. | recommend that this property
be considered significant at the following level(s) of significance:

national X statewide local
Signature of certifyit/gicial/Title [Nayfl

state or Federal agency/bureau or Tribal Government

In my opinion, the property meets does not meet the National Register criteria.
Signature of commenting official Date
Title State or Federal agency/bureau or Tribal Government

4. National Park Service Certification
| hereby certi*at this property is:

Antered inthe National Register . determined eligible forthe National Register
determined not eligible forthe National Register _ removed from the National Register

other (explain:)
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5. Classification

Ownership of Property Category of Property Number of Resources within Property
(Check as many boxes as apply.) (Check only one box.) (Do not include previously listed resources in the count.)

Contributing Noncontributing

X pnvate building(s) 1 0 buildings
public - Local district 0 0 sites
X public - State X site 0 0 structures
public - Federal structure 0 0 objects
object 1 0 Total
Name of related multiple property listing Number of contributing resources previously
(Enter "N/A" if property is not part of a multiple property listing) listed in the National Register

Conflict and Warfare in the North and South Platte
Valleys of Nebraska, 1864-1865

Amendment Rationale

Mud Springs Pony Express Station was listed inthe National Register of Historic Places in 1973 for
significance a the Satewide level inthe areas of aborigina history and prehistory (archeology),
communications, trangportation and military. Since thet time archeologica explorations by the University of
Nebraska-Lincoln Department of Anthropology have uncovered significant artifacts and resources rdated to
Native American and U.S. Military conflictsin 1864 and 1865 dong the North and South Platte Rivers. Since
its nomination. Mud Springs hes attracted both popular and scholarly attention that has increased understanding
of itsrole and significancein frontier history.

This amendment to the Mud Springs nomination is offered to reflect those increases in knowledge and interest,
and features two main components. First, to reflect the fact that Mud Springs contributed significantly to many
events and trends of western and frontier history, a proposa is medeto clarify the name of the nominated Site.
Second, this amendment adds significant battle-related criteria to the Mud Springs nomination. Archeological
explorations by the University of Nebraska-Lincoln have assembled significant artifacts and resourcesrelated to
conflict between Native American and U.S. Military conflictsin 1864 and 1865 aong the North and South
Fatte Rivers. Thisresearch has led to the creation of the MPD "Conflict and Warfare in the North and South
Plate Valleys of Nebraska, 1864-1865." Mud Springs Station and Rush Creek Battlefield are the first two Stes
identified as eligible under that MPD.
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6. Function or Use
Historic Functions

(Enter categories from instructions.)

DEFENSE: Military Facility
DEFENSE: Battle Site

TRANSPORTATION: Road-Related
(Vehicular/Pedestrian)

INDUSTRY: Communications Facility

7. Description

Architectural Classification
(Enter categories from instructions.)

NA

(Expires 5/31/2012)

Morrill County, Nebraska
County and State

Current Functions

(Enter categories from instructions.)

AGRICULTURE: Agricultural Field/Pasture

Materials
(Enter categories from instructions.)

foundation:  NA

walls: NA
roof: NA
other: NA

Narrative Description

(Descnbe the historic and current physical appearance of the property. Explain contributing and noncontnbuting
resources if necessary. Begin with a summary paragraph that bnefly describes the general characteristics of the
property, such as its location, setting, size, and significant features.)

Mud Springs Station (initially awatering hole on the Overland Trail's Jules Cut-off, then a Pony Expressrelay
gation, and finally atranscontinenta telegrgph relay station) isin southern Morrill County. It iscurrently
covered by short grass pegture with clusters of sage and yucca, typical of the plains of western Nebraska. The
dte of the gation's original corra and two buildingsis surrounded by trees, with a monument erected in 1939
jointly by the Mud Springs Women's Club and the Nebraska State Historical Society located between the
footprints of the historic buildings (See Photo 1). The station ste and ahill rising to its southwest contain intact
archaeologica depogts from a February 4-6, 1865 battle between the inhabitants of the gation and agroup of
Native Americans, primarily Cheyenne. The dite is Stuated on bench six to eight feet above adry wash that
surrounds the hill and gtation to the south and eest. To the north of the Ste are two springs, which are both the
namesake and original impetus for the construction of the gation & this location. These have been dammed to
form apond, which isaso currently surrounded by trees. Visible whed ruts marking the route of the Overland
Trail curve down from the northeest to enter the station Ste from the eedt, crossing immediatdy to the south of
the monument and origina building locations and exiting the property to the west (Bleed and Scott 2009, Jones
1973). Though no original congtruction is extant, the site of Mud Springs Station hes never been plowed and is
believed to contain intact archaeologica deposts cgpable of yielding information on the aforementioned
historic battle, as well as life a overland trail Stations, pony express gations, and telegrgph dations. The Steis
a0 likely to yield information regarding trail traffic and early communication methods.
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Narrative Description

The valey of theNorth Platte River in westem Nebraska condsts of a number of distinct landforms. Rocky
outcrops & the valey margins giveway to an area of gently rolling hills and depressons which prevail until a
distance of roughly one half mile from the river. The land immediately surrounding the river isgenerdly very
flaL and iseadsily traversable by wheded vehicles (Scott et al. 2010). The rationde for the location of Mud
Springs gation ismade clear in the context of this landscape by understanding its position on the Jules Cutoff, a
leg of the Overland Trail. During the Trail's period of greatest use in the mid-nineteenth century, the Jules
Cutoff provided a shorter route to Fort Laramie for those travelers coming from the south. Initialy running
northwest dong L odgepole Creek in present-day northern Colorado, the cutoff turned north, neer the future
location of Sidney, Nebraska, meeting the North Flatte in alittle under thirty-five miles. From there, the
Overland Trail continued west along the flats on the south bank of theriver. The cutoff prevented an
unnecessary detour esstward to the route which connected with the North Platte near Courthouse Rock,
significantly reducing trave time and being used by travders as early as 1854, though the route was not
formally surveyed until the fall of 1856 by aLt. Bryan. Two naturd springs running inasmall muddy draw in
the rolling uplands about ten miles south of the river provided an ided rest sop and campground along the Jules
cutoff, aswell as representing the only source of fresh water between Lodgepole Creek and the North Platte
River (Bleed and Scott 2009, Jones 1973, McDermott 2003).

In late 1859 or early 1860, during the initia route survey for Pony Express service, a home gation was
congructed near the springs. These buildings were possibly thefirst permanent structures erected a the Site
(Jones 1973). During Mud Spring Station's service as a op on the Pony Expressand Overland Trail, agtation
of the transcontinental telegraph (from 1861), and an outpost of the United States Army (from 1864), the
buildings may have undergone one or more periods of modification or reconstruction, as mention of building
details and the construction materids utilized varies according to the source. In the summer of 1860, an English
soortsman. Sir Richard Burton passed through the Pony Express station, describing a station house and
combination open shed/dormitory which (in aconcession to the scarcity of timber on the plains) were
congructed of sod with roofsof cedar logs. By 1864 two log buildings and a corra were present & Mud
Springs, as sketched and described by Caspar Collins, a cavaryman with the United States Eleventh Ohio
Volunteer Cavalry regiment. According to Collins, the westernmaost building meesured 35 x 16 feet and was
divided between amilitary squad room and the teegraph office. At the north end of the building, the tdegraph
office measured 20 x 16 feet and contained afireplace on the south wall and adoor and window in the west
wall. The southern end contained the squad room measuring 15x16 feet, with the fireplace inthe north wall,
the door to the west, and one window inthe eest wall. The eastern dructure was astable, measuring 40 x 20
feet. Twointerna walls of sod or adobe divided the building into three rooms of roughly equd dimensions,
access between the rooms was provided by one door ineach wall. The coiral was gpparently originally located
to the west of both buildings (Bleed and Scott 2009. Jones 1973. McDermott 2003). There isa single mention
ofa third building through loca informants, aso agable. It may have been about 60 feet in length and located
on the bank of the dry wash to the northeast of the 40 x 20 foot building (Jones 1973).

In the summer of 1864, US cavary troops began to be permanently sationed a Mud Springs Station to
maintain the continuity of traffic aong the Overland Trail and communicationsthrough the transcontinental
telegraph. The mog significant event inthe military life of the station took place from February 4-6, 1865,
during which the buildings were atacked by a group of Cheyenne. Arapaho. and Sioux. The military
engagement resulted in the deposition of unique archaeological materid relating to the ongoing conflict
between Native Americans and the U.S. Army inthe North Plaite Valley, inthe form of arifle pit (possbly
meant for observation) aop the hill to the southwest of the station, dropped and expended ammunition from
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both sides, and potentid additiond artifacts (Bleed and Scott 2009. McDermott 2003). Though the buildings
have snce vanished, these archaeological depodts are likely to remain intact, representing acontributing
resource offering the potentia of significant ingght into contemporary conflicts.

After the tation's aandonment in 1876, any remaining buildings completely disgppeared through
naturd or human processesin the intervening years. The areareverted to naturd short grass pasture, but was
never plowed or otherwise utilized in disruptive agricultural processes, preserving the integrity of the
archaeologica resources. Asmentioned above, the Mud Springs Women's Club and the Nebraska State
Historical Society jointly erected a sone monument in 1939 between the footprints of the two buildings visible
in Collins' 1864 plan. The springs were eventualy dammed and the land to the north of the pond became the
dte of aranch operation from 1894, when John M. Scherer and hiswifetook out homestead papers. The area of
the origina ranch istill inhabited and contains a number of buildings (Bleed and Scott 2009, Jones 1973).
These dructures are not intended to be included in the present nomination, but are mentioned for the sake of
completion. Though the station dte is highly significant due to the aforementioned contributing archaeol ogical
resources, the only remaining visible evidence of the origina Mud Springs Station are subtle Overland Trail
ruts entering the station areafrom the eest and leaving from the west.

In 1995, the Ste was assessed inaground penetrating radar survey in an atempt to characterize any
archaeologica remains that may have been present, with inconclusive results. The University of Nebraska,
Depatment of Anthropology funded ametd detector survey a the dte in 2006 that yielded significant numbers
of artifactsrelating to the 1865 military conflict, confirming the presence of significant contributing resources
(Bleed and Scott 2009).
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8. Statement of Significance

Applicable National Register Criteria
(Mark "x" in one or more boxes for the criteria qualifying the property
for National Register listing.)

A Property is associated with events that have made a
X significant contribution to the broad patterns of our
history.

Py B Property is associated with the lives of persons
significant in our past.

Property embodies the distinctive characteristics

of a type, period, or method of construction or
represents the work of a master, or possesses high
artistic values, or represents a significant

and distinguishable entity whose components lack
individual distinction.

D  Property has yielded, or is likely to yield, information
important in prehistory or history.

Criteria Considerations
(Mark "x" in all the boxes that apply.)

Property is:

A Owned by a religious institution or used for religious
purposes.

B removed from its original location.

C a birthplace or grave.

D a cemetery.

E a reconstructed building, object, or structure.
F acommemorative property.

G less than 50 years old or achieving significance
within the past 50 years.

Period of Significance (justification)

Morrill County, Nebraska
County and State

Areas of Significance

(Enter categories from instructions.)
ARCHEOLOGY/HISTORIC-ABORIGINAL
ARCHEOLOGY/HISTORIC-NON-ABORIGINAL
MILITARY

TRANSPORTATION
COMMUNICATIONS

Period of Significance
C.1854-C.1876

Significant Dates

1865

Significant Person
(Complete only if Criterion B is marked above.)

Cultural Affiliation
Native American: Cheyenne, Arapaho, Sioux

Euro-American

Architect/Builder

Unknown

Mud Springs station was utilized as a opping point dong the Jules cutoff of the Overland Trail beginning
around 18%4. The period of significanceincludesthe station'suse as a military pod. Pony Express stafion and
transcontinenta telegraph station. The main military conflict between Native Americans and the United States
Army took placein 1865, and the period ends upon the site's aobandonment as a military station in 1876.

Criteria Considerations (explanation, if necessary): NA
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Statement of Significance Summary Paragraph (Provide a summary paragraph that includes level of significance and
applicable criteria.)

Water from Mud Springs was used by pre-Contact Native Americansand, after 1854, by travelers on the
Overland Trail. Mud Springs Station served as a Pony Express gation in 1860-1861, a Sation on the
transcontinenta  teegraph line from 1861, and amilitary pogt for a permanent complement of troops from 1864.
The gation's primary significance semsfrom its association with the Overland Trail as a stopping point and
watering hole, as apony express dation, and as atelegraph sation. Another event contributing to its
significanceisa February 4-6, 1865 beattle between agroup of Cheyenne, Arapaho, and Sioux Native
Americans and soldiers of the United States Cavalry. Though no origina construction remains are extanL the
area of Mud Springs station has never been plowed and the Site is believed to contain intact archaeological
depodgits capable of yielding significant information on the historic battle, as well as the station's larger role in
conflict between Native Americansand the United States government inthe North Platte Valley in 1864 and
1865 (Bleed and Scott 2009, Jones 1973, McDermott 2003). These resources (the presence of which was
confirmed ina 2008 archaeological investigation), dong with the site's use as amilitary outpost aong the
Overland Trail and a Pony Express and transcontinental telegraph station, illustrate Mud Springs Station's Sate
significanceunder both National Register Criterion A and D as established by the Multiple Property Document
"Conflict and Warfarein the North and South Platte Valleys of Nebraska, 1864-1865.

Narrative Statement of Significance (Provide at least one paragraph for each area of significance.)

This anendmant addresses two gpedific dhanges in the Mud Sorings nomination. The original nomination
desxribed the broad and diverse higory of the steand shonved that its Sgnificance does nat ret soldy on its
rahea brigd ue as a Pony Express Sation. To adeguatdy and gppropriate reflect its diverse sgnificance the
naminated propaty mud be recorded as " The Mud Sorings Sation,”

The second change to the nomination addressed inthis amendment is recognition of Mud Springs role
as a battlefield. The military engagement & Mud Springs was adirect conssgquence of the Sand Creek Massacre,
which had occurred in eestern Colorado on November 29, 1864. Following the attack, large groups of Cheyenne
and Argpaho Native Americansbegan to raid road ranches, towns, and outpodsaong the Overland Trail in an
effort to obtain livestock and supplies during the process of migrating avay from the Ste of the massacre. In
early February of 1865, the town of Julesburg in present-day northeestem Col orado was attacked, and by
February 4*' amobile Indian community of 2,000 to 3,000 people had reached the areaof Mud Springs and
established acamp near Rush Creek on February 5\

While the precise number of soldiers and warriors who fought a& Mud Springsisnat likely to beknown
with certainty, the historic records do provide a reasonable approximation for those on the army side. Mud
Springs Station was occupied by nine soldiers, presumably adetail from Co. H, Eleventh Ohio Volunteer
Cavdry (OVC) regiment, one telegrapher, and four civilian "cowboys." The rescue party was composed of
soldiers from the Eleventh OV C and Seventh lowa Volunteer Cavary (IVC) daioned a Forts Laramie ad
Mitchell. Arriving in separate detachments in the early morning hours of February 5" and 6, atotd of perheps
230 men arrived to enact the rescue.

Perhaps upwards of 200 warriors hed atacked and stolen sock from Mud Springs Station around 3:00
PM on the 4™ of February. As they did not cut the telegraph wire immediatdly the bedeaguered soldiers and
civilians were able to send for help via the "talking wire." Onthefirst day, the vastly outnumbered inhabitants
of the gtation remained indoors and exchanged fire with the attackers, who were able to gpproach the buildings
quite closaly both on foot and horseback. In the early morning hours on the 5", First Lieutenant William
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Ellsworth and 36 men of Co. H., Eleventh OVC. arrived a the gation from Ft. Mitchell. When the Indians
returned the morning of the 5"\ they were surprised by the increased number of soldiers a the sation and only
lightly skirmished with them during the morning. They soon withdrew to the surrounding bluffs. Lieutenant
Colond William O. Coallins arrived with an advance party of 25 men from the Eleventh OV C the morning of
February 6*'. Captain William D. Fonts, Co. D. Seventh 1V C, arrived that same morning around 800 A.M. with
the remainder of the Laramieforce. 40 men from Co. D. Seventh 1VC and 55 men of the Eleventh OV C. Heavy
fighting began soon after Fonts arrival. Collins describes the fighting thet took place on the 6" as a game of
"bo pegp” inwhich soldiers and Indians were congantly attempting to improvetheir positions, popping up just
long enough to trade shots before ducking back down. The warriors were interested in obtaining the stock
visible inthe corral, and goent much of the day harassing the buildings by taking advantage of the rolling
terrain. Collins estimates between 500 and 1000 Indians took part inthe atacks on the 6, including up to 200
who attained favorable positions aop the hill to the southwest of the sation. From here. Native forceswere
able to firedown a the buildingsfrom adigance of only 75 yards while maintaining excellent visibility.
Collins was able to organize a mounted charge which drove the Indians off the hill, consolidating the cavary
position on its crest by digging arifle pit. The Indians, seeing thet their opportunity for avictory had dipped
awvay, eventudly gave it up inthe aftemoon (Scott and Bleed 2009).

During the fighting on the 6" of February, Collins telegraphed Fort Laramie before the linewas cut and
requested amountain howitzer to be sant to Mud Springs, escorted by an additiona force of soldiers. First
Lieutenant William Brown's detachment with a 12-pounder Mountain Howitzer arrived & Mud Springs on the
moming of February 7. By thistime, Collins had sent a scouting party out to determine the whereabouts of the
Indian force, as nothing more had been seen of them since their departure the previous day. Upon ascertaining
the location of the Indian camp, Collins' main force marched eest on the morning of February 8", running into
the Indians rearguard a the mouth of Rush Creek on the south bank of the North Platte. Following atwo-day
engagement, the Indians moved northward while Collins' command returned to Fort Laramie over the following
week. In the three-day battle & Mud Springs, no cavarymen were killed outright and Indian casudties (if they
ugtained any a al) were quite light (Scott et a. 2010).

A 2006 metd detector survey & Mud Springs confirmed the presence of significant intact archaeol ogical
depodgts from the 1865 battle. The metd detector was chosen as an investigative ingrument due to its proven
utility in excavations on many other military stes, and the expected metdllic nature of amgjority of the artifacts
remaining from the fighting around Mud Springs during the Civil War. An area of 40 acreswasinventoried,
encompassing the ground from the southern bank of the pond, through the station area to the edge of the bench
a the dry wash, including the entire southwest hill and extending into the rolling hills one-quarter mile west of
the station. Metal detector operators walked transects oriented with topographic features, and upon discovery,
each artifact was recorded on a Global Positioning System (GPS) receiver and recovered (Bleed and Scott
2009).

A totd of 44 cartridges, cartridge cases, and bullets were recovered during the metd detection survey a
Mud Springs in 2008. aong with asingle unfired "top haf' firearm percusson cgp and one strap bar segment
from abrass 1859-pattem cavary spur. Following firearm identification anaysis, these artifacts indicated the
use of & leest 21 individua wegpons of eight different fireami types during the fighfing & the Sation in 1865.
Digtribution analysis of the recovered materid reveded significant information on the positions utilized and
tactics employed by the opposing forces during the engagement. Cartridge cases from 56-56 caliber Spencer
and Jodyn carbines, as well as .44-caiber carbines were found scattered around the location of the station
buildings and aop the hill to the southwest, consstent with the available firsthand accounts of an Army defense
centered around the station, followed by acavary charge which retook the hill positionfrom Indian attackers.
These wegpons are partially congstent with those listed as being usad by the Eleventh OVC and Seventh IVC in
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1864 and 1865 ordnance returns. Spencers are mentioned in these sources, but Jodyns are not. However, Civil
War ordnance returns are known to be unreliable and often only partially complete, so the Mud Springs artifacts
represent a Stuation inwhich archaeology may help to clarify inconsastent historical records (Bleed and Scott
2009).

Cartridge cases from the .44-caliber Henry rifle and another carbine type were adso recovered from the
southwest hill and other areas around the station. These wegpons are believed to have been employed by Indian
forcesa the battle, and their location aop the hill and inother locations on the rolling landscape are consgent
with reports of the Indian attackers utilizing the terrain to their advantage (Bleed and Scott 2009).

A depression observed atop the southwest hill was subjected to excavation with aview toward
determining its precise nature. Surviving Civil War-erarifle pits are ararity in the archaeol ogica record, and
this example held the potentia to provide information on the tactical intentions of the cavalry force during the
battle. The roughly circular depression originally messured two metersin diameter and dipped to about 20cm
beow ground level. Its nature was unclear before excavation, with the current landowner relating that hisfather
had been told that this feature was a pioneer woman's grave ste before her remains had been removed.
Alternatively, the potentia existed thet the depresson was the remains of a natura blowout, other examples of
which are observable on the hill. A test unit was laid out to intersect the perceived westem edge of the original
feature. Though the profilesof this unit did nat indicate a sharply delineasted edge which may be expected from
an artificial excavation, the fill of mixed gray sand contained charcod flecksand a number of artifacts,
including the unfired percussion cap, four lithic flakes, and the mid-portion of a bifacially-flaked projectile
point. More solidly-compacted sandy loam which was Serile of artifactsbegan a 60cm below the ground
surface. The presence of artifactswithin the featurée's fill, in conjunction with the mention of a rifle pit in
firsthand accounts, seems to indicate that the depression on the hill overlooking the station was indeed
asociated with the 1865 battle (Bleed and Scott 2009).

Therifle pit feature was adso subjected to aviewshed andysis in Geographic Information Sysems (GIS)
software. This analysisinvolved the consderation of the rifle pit's location within the context ofa
computerized Digital Elevation Model (DEM). TheDEM contained elevation data for the area surrounding
Mud Springs gation, and alowed the caculation of the precise land area which was visible from any given
point around the station, known as a point's viewshed. When known effective wegpon range data were also
incorporated, the GIS analysis alowed the effectiveness of different combat positions to be assessed, providing
information on both visible land area and targetswhich would actualy be within range of the observer's
wegpon. In generd, an observer near the buildingsof the station would have had good all-round visibility of the
land near the structures, but long-distance observation to the south, eadt, and west was prevented by rolling
hills, including the southwest hill rising only 75 yards from the station. Conversealy, an observer fromtherifle
pit aop the hill would have hed a significant advantage invisibility, being able to take advantage of long-
digance viewsto the north, eest, and south, and maintaining moderate visibility to the west. The wegpons fan
anaysis, presenting the sdlection of targetswhich would have been available to an observer & each position,
adso indicated an advantage for the rifle pit on the hill, but not nearly as dramatic. Though some targetswould
have been available to a soldier in the pit which would not have been to aman in the station, the rifle pit
position aso included a number of blind spots which would have allowed opponents to gpproach within 20
meters of the pit without the soldiers inthe posifion being aole to retdiate. For these reasons, the GIS andysis
indicated thet the rifle pit was intended primarily as an observation point to ascertain the movements and detect
the approach of potentid attackers, rather than as adefensive position in its own right (Bleed and Scott 2009).
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Mud Springs Station was atacked in February of 1865 because of its vulnerable position on the
Overland Trail and its livestock, which would have proven vauable to amobile Indian community of severa
thousand individuals. The engagement, whileminor interms of casudties when compared with others of the
Indian Wars, lasted for severd days and was an excellent example of conflict between the United States
Cavary and Indians of the western Plainsin which both forces employed established fighting techniques and
displayed operationa behavior condstent with their respective goads and military culture. The engagement &
the station was significant inits own right and it is significant when consdered as part of the larger Indian-
United States conflict in the North and South Platte River valleys in 1864 and 1865 as discussed inrdated
MPD. The baitle did not exist in avacuum. The conflict & Mud Springs were precipitated by eventsto the south
and wes inthe preceding months, and inturn influenced further developments in the military history and
archaeology of the area, beginning with the battle a Rush Creek only afew days later. In addition, there are
believed to be archaeologica deposts remaining & Mud Springswhich have the potentia to provide further
information on the specific events & the gation and the larger conflict as awhole. For these reasons, the Ste of
Mud Springs Station is consdered to be highly significant & a date level under both criteriaA and D of the
National Register.

The battle aso had a far-reaching impact on Native American ethnography and ethnic heritage through the
retelling by George Bent, who would go on to achieve nationd significance. As aresult of a number of
publications. Bent has emerged as an important Native American voice of the frontier period. As the son of the
important frontiersman and trader William Bent and his Cheyenne wife. Owl Woman, George Bent grew up
within Cheyenne society. Hewas married to Cheyenne wives and lived with them and his childrenin Cheyenne
communities where he often served as trandator and gpokesperson. Perhgps mogt significantly, when he was an
old man, George Bent recorded his experiences during the 1860s when he had ridden as a Cheyennewarrior.
Mogt of these |etters were sent to George Hyde and George Bird Grinnell who used them as arecord of early
Indian Wars events, correspondence which resulted in Life of George Bent, Written from His Letters edited by
Hyde in 1968. In addition, George Bent himself—and not just his recollections—continues to gain significance
with the publication of books like Halfbreed: The Remarkable True Story of George Bent in 2005. With his
degp familiarity and obvious sympeathy, however. Bent's accounts of events can be viewed as areflection of
Native American perceptions of the early Indian Wars period. And it that light. Mud Springs is one of the very
few specific places dong with Rush Creek where Bent's observations and accounts can be placed in specific
geographic context.'

Finally, the integrity, gppearance, and feedl of the Mud Springs Station battlefield add to its significance. The
area that was fought over in 1865 hes certainly been impacted and modified inanumber of ways. Still, the
battlefield remains an open and largely undeveloped space that communicates to the modern visitor afeeling of
what the area was like when hostile forces met there. There can be no question that thet the battlefield contains
materia record that can be studied w ith modern methods to expand underganding of both the Mud Springs
battle and, more broadly, conflictsthat marked Americas frontier history. The Ste is, therefore, eligible a the
datewide level under Criterion D for its ability to yield important information about historic Aboriginal and
Non-Aboriginal military tactics inthe United States during the Civil War, an era of frontier warfare that has
been largely overlooked.

Rush Creek Battlefield will be nominated under National Register Criterion B for its association with George Bent.
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Developmental history/additional historic context information (if appropriate)

The Mud Springsfightwas one of number of clashes that followed the November 29, 1864 destruction of Black
Kettle's village of Cheyenne (McDermott 2003; Greene and Scott 2004) by aregiment of Colorado Volunteers.
In the wake of that assault, alarge community of Cheyenne, Sioux, and Arapaho codesced and moved toward
the security of the isolated Sandhills and the Black Hills. With relatively little opposition, this group attacked
Julesburg, Colorado and other ranches and facilifies to avenge the massacre and to gather resources. The mobile
community numbered some 2,000 to 3,000. They reached the North Platte in very early February, 1865 witha
subgantial store of cgptured arms and resources. By no later than February 5"\ they established acamp & a
place identified as "Rush Creek." Thisdgte isreputed to be some miles east of Mud Springs. Composed of
familiesand their gear, this was a substantid base that was maintained until February 9" when, after a sharp
battle involving Union artillery and an atack from a"breastwork," the tribesmen daged a srategic withdrawal
and crossed the North Platte continuing their northward journey. Fighting & the Mud Creek Station may have
darted as the Rush Creek camp was being established. For a couple of days the Rush Creek camp gppearsto
have been the operationa base from which fighters attacked Mud Springs.

Sir Richard Burton, an English sportsman, who passed through the Pony Express gation on his
westward travels on August 12, 1860 described it as "The gation was not unlike a Egyptian fellows hut, mede
of sod half peat with vegetable meatter; it istaken up inlargeflakesafter being furrowed with the plough and cut
into proper lengths with ashort handled spade. The roof was made of cedar timber. We ae in an open shed next
to adoorless dormitory. | spent the night in the body of a dismantled wagon to escape the pests of theinfested
dormitory (Burton 1963)." By 1865 the adobe structures gppear to have been dismantled and rebuilt with logs
as described by A. G. Shaw, a battle participant with the Eleventh Ohio Volunteer Cavalry (OVC). Shaw
(Jensen 2005:304) dated "There were severd buildings, and rooms connected or a part of the same building.
The Indians got behind the hill inthe reaer of the buildings & would crawl to the top and shoot down into thelog
buildings. There were no windows on that side, but occasionally abullet went through the chinking and
penetrated to the inside, but nobody was hurt.”

The Station complex is surrounded by avariety of topographic features. Immediately eedt of the
buildings thereisabroad sandy draw. The level of the Station is separated from the draw by abank thet is Seep
in some aress but less than 20 inches high. A series of hills islocated to the south of the building Site. The
closest of theseisless than 100 yards away and directly overlooksthe buildings. The buildings have not
survived, but their location is marked by a gone monument erected in 1939 based on ord traditions. The Ste
hes not been systematically tested, but in 1995 it was assessad with ground penetrating radar (Steinacher 1995).
Specific anomdies were not identified.

The Mud Springsfight is presented by both Army and Indian accounts thet have been assembled by
John McDermott (2003, 1996). The primary Army accounts are the after action report of Lt. Col. William
Coallins of the Eleventh Ohio Volunteer Cavary (Hewett 1997:203-233). The Native perspective is represented
in accounts of the fight left by George Bent, the son of noted trader William Bent and his Cheyenne wife Owl
Woman. Bent rode with his Indian kinsmen (Hyde 1983, Halaas and Masich 2005; Grinnell 1956, Haack 2007).

George Bent described the opening phase of the Mud SpringsfightinaMay 4, 1906 letter to George
Hyde. Thisletter has been cited by severd authors (Hyde 1983:183-189; Haaas and Masich 2005; Grinnell
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1956), but the origina text presented in atranscription by Stephen Haack (Haack 2007:33-34) presents useful
information.

"That night scouts were sent ahead reported ranch on Muddy Springs had soldiers, so early next morning
everybody got on their best horses and started for the springs. The village turned north east from here. We went due
north for the ranch. When we got near we could hear lots of firing. Lot of Indians had started for this place that night so
as to run the stock, but soldiers had all their animals inside the corral. The soldiers were inside of buildings and had port
holes to shoot through. We could not tell how many soldiers were in this party. Sand creek ran close to the ranch with
high bank. The Indians got behind this bank and shot into the buildings. At noon they turned all their animals loose. The
mules and horses ran in every direction. Indians were running after them. Among rules with Indians, who touched the
animal with anything in his hand, the animal was his. | understood the soldiers were running out of ammunition. They
turned their stock loose so the Indians would leave them and they did so. After this the big village camped about [he gives
no number here] miles east of Muddy Springs where we had fight. No Indians were Kkilled in this fight and as | say we
could not tell how many whites were killed in this fight. Lots of shooting was done on both sides. All the guns we ever
captured were Spencer carbines. They were the best guns at that time and were handy to carry on horses."

Bent's recollections present anumber of useful ingghts. First, he mekes it clear that Indian fighterswere
well armed and that from the outsat there was considerable shooting. He clearly datesthat the station defenders
shat from loop holes made in the dation wall. It isaso significant that dthough Bent does not mention attacks
fromthe hill south of the Station, his account indicates that the bank of the sandy draw on the eet Sde of the
Station was used heavily by the atackers and let them draw very close to where the defenders were based.

Col. Collins and his cavary were about 90 mileswest of Mud Springsa Fort Laramie when word of the
atack was received. Heleft to rdieve the gation with some 120 men on the evening of the 4™ including
companies of the Eleventh OVC and some men of the Seventh lowa Volunteer Cavalry. He dso ordered arelief
party of Lt. William Ellsworth and 36 men of Co. H EleventhOVC daioned a Fort Mitchell to Mud Springs.
Ellsworth arrived early on February 5. Collins arrived early onthe 6"\ having ridden for two nights.

The newly arrived Army troops established a corra of wagons and other materials adjacent to the
Station. They kept their sock inthis confineand used it as adefensive linefor most of February 5 Army
troopers were armed with Spencer rifies, which was confirmed in the archaeological record. Indians were
described as using repesting rifles, revolvers, and bows and arrow, aso confirmed by the archaeological record,
with additional arms identified only by the archaeological evidence. Collins described the fighting on February
6" as agame of "bo-pegp” inwhich both the Army and Indian fighters searched out sheltered spots from which
they could stand and surprise their adversaries. The warriors were atracted to horses inthe expanded corral.
They dso harassad the Sation on horsgback and on foot, using the terrain as effective cover to draw close to the
dation. Thefightingspread over awide area with mounted Indians dternately charging the station and taking
shelter from soldier'sriflefireby galloping behind far hills.

On February 6"\ thefightingbecame quite intense. Collins estimated that between 500 and 1000 Indian
fighters were involved in the attack. Based on esimates by other observers, McDemiott (2003:38) believes the
higher number isthe mogt accurate. In addition to continuing to try to drive off horses and mules penned inthe
corral, Indians dso brought groups of up to 200 individuals to the top of the hill immediatdy south of the
dation. Thisbrought them within 75 yards of the station buildingsand alowed them to send involleys of
bullets and arrows. To ded with those atacks, on the afternoon of the 6™ Collins organized an assault by
mounted and unmounted troopers on the hill south of the station. After that assault, Indians abandoned the high
ground and it was occupied by troopers. They even dug a'rifle pif on the hill top. Paul Henderson (1951), an
early researcher a the dite, reported the remains of that pit "and severd others' on the hill south of the station.
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Archaeologica testing terrain anaysis confirmed the feature as arifle pit dug by the soldiersto alow for a
better field of view should the warriors return.

With a secure perimeter and another detachment of 50 men of the Eleventh OV C, who arrived from Fort
Laramie with a cannon late on the 6"\ the Army was able to leave the station confines. On the 7", Collins sent
out scouting parties to locate the main Indian camp. Following well-worn trails, it was easily located. On the
morning of the 8", Callins led aforce of some 185 troopers out of Mud Springsto pursue the Cheyenne and
their alieswho were by that time breaking their Rush Creek camp and heading across the North Platte. At that
point, the battle of Mud Springswas over.

The forcesthat met & Mud Springsin 1865 were not entirely reedy for war. The two Sdes were familiar
with one another and they carried many of the samearms, but the military force protecting the station wasvery
small. The reasons behind their combat, the processes that brought them to their engagements, and the
organizations that directed their efforts were al quite different, yet both are clearly reflected inthe
archaeologica record of the Mud Springsfight. Strategically, Indian and Army forces were very different, but
recognizable in the archaeol ogica record as well as the historical documentation. Native communities sought,
materias and war honors, while the mission of the frontier army was occupation and protection of
trangportation and communication routes. Combat with neighboring societies was a dandard part of life for
Native communities of thePlains.

Operationdly, both sdes of the North Platte campaign depended on mobility, but they maneged their
movements in different ways. Army units operated out of fixed bases from which units were dispaiched to aress
of operation. They traveled as units carrying the equipment and supplies they needed to project force and
protect themsdlves. Native communities were themsaves mobile, either moving to where resources were
available or carrying their supports as they moved. Force projection was managed by socia units - primarily
"military societies’ - or smal sdlf-seected groups organized by capable leaders who pursued specific tactica
objectives. Those objectives might be identified by community leaders for the genera good or they might focus
on gaining booty or war honors that would increase an individual's socia standing.

As agopping point and watering hole, the Mud Springs Station is significant a the datewide level asa
place that marks severd eventsin Nebraskas role in westward migration dong the Overland Trail. It isaso
significant as a Pony Expressrelay dation. As atelegraph rday sation it had involvement in the Civil War and
the Nation's formulation of a military policy for pacification of the Trans-Missouri frontier and expanson of
U.S. settlement onthe Plains. It can be linked to military principles of the Civil War era and to both Native
acocounts compiled by George Bent for early western researchers George Bird Grinnell and George Hyde, and
US after action reports and later enlisted accounts. As awell-preserved location, the battlefield offers a largdy
intact terrain that communicates the feel and gppearance of the area were Indian and Army forces met 150 years

ago.

The archeologica content of the Mud Springs property has been tapped by unsystematic artifact collecting.
Systematic survey conducted by the University of Nebraska in 2006 gathered asample of battle-rdated
artifacts. Even after these activities, however, it is certain that the Ste retains significant archeologica
information on warfare and settlement in Nebraska and the surrounding region. Questions that can be addressed
with these resources will have to be determined by future generations of archeol ogists. Questions theat can be
listed a this time do, however, illudtrate the site's potential. The location and congtruction details of the
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buildings that served as the Pony Express and Tdegraph Station will be reveded by systematic excavation.
Thos excavations will aso provided specific information on the life and actions of emigrant travelers and initial
stlersinthe North Flatte valley. Excavations around the Station buildings may reved how the units dispatched
to Mud Springs after February 4™ were organized as they arrived and begen to engage Indian fighters. These
ingghts will be useful as a specific source of information and insght on the archeologica gppearance of Civil
War and frontier Army camps. Such camps were important in Westem and military affairs, but they are
ephemerd and hard to investigate. Their archeologica investigation can grow with investigation of steslike
Mud Springs which has ardatively good historical record. Intensve meta detection survey will reved more
information on the distribution and movement of Native American and U.S. troops engaged & Mud Springs.
Establishing detailed linkages between battle resdues and topographic features will expose the tactical behavior
of the two forces. Detail consderation of the terrain a and around Mud Springswill likewise make it possible
to determine how Indian and Army forces managed the trangt between Mud Springs and the Rush Creek. Such
investigations could place Mud Springs more specifically inthe 1865 North Plate Valey campaign.

Mud Springs is€ligiblefor the National Register under Criteria A and D as established by the Multiple Property
Document "Conflict and Warfare inthe North and South Platte Valleys of Nebraska, 1864-1865.
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(Expires 5/31/2012)

Morrill County, Nebraska
County and State

Primary location of additional data:

State Historic Preservation Office
Other State agency
Federal agency
Local government
University
Other
Name of repository:

preliminary determination of individual listing (36 CFR 67 has been
requested)

previously listed in the National Register

previously determined eligible by the National Register

designated a National Histohc Landmark

recorded by Histohc Amehcan Buildings Survey #

recorded by Histohc Amehcan Engineering Record #

recorded by Histohc American Landscape Survey #

Historic Resources Survey Number (if assigned): 25M072

10. Geographical Data [RESTRICTED]

Acreage of Property 9.37 acres

(Do not include previously listed resource acreage.)

UTM References

(Place additional UTM references on a continuation sheet.)

1 13 4573919 665059 3 13 4594129 665440
Zone Easting Northing Zone Easting Northing

2 13 4593922 665060
Zone Easting Northing Zone Easting Northing

Verbal Boundary Description (Describe the boundaries of the property.)

The origina nomination boundary sartsa the northeest comer is located north of the school house and runs
eadterly to aline above the modem dam that crestesthe Mud Springs pond, thence diagonally southwest along
the southem line of the pond to a point on the section line and back to the county road then north to its origin.
This amendment extendsthe west line south to a point on the intermittent creek thence diagonaly northeest to a
pagture fencejoining the old boundary line. The additiona area condtitutes 9.37 acres.

Boundary Justification (Explain why the boundaries were selected.)

The boundary follows the 1973 Nationa Register boundary line on the north and esst but expandsthe areato
the south and west about 9.37 acresas defined by archaeological discoveriesrdating to the 1865 Cheyenne
atack on the telegraph station.

11. Form Prepared By

nameftitte  Benjamin Bilgri, Peter Bleed, and Douglas Scott

organization University of Nebraska-Lincoln date

street & number telephone

city or town Lincoln state NE zip code 68588

e-mail benbilgri(S)hotmail.com
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Additional Documentation
Submit the following items with the completed form:

e Maps: A USGS map (7.5 or 15 minute series) indicating the property's location.

A Sketch map for historic districts and properties having large acreage or numerous resources. Key all
photographs to this map.

* Continuation Sheets

e Additional items: (Check with the SHPO or FPO for any additional items.)

Photographs:

Mud Springs State Archeological District
Location: Dalton vicinity, Morrill County, Nebraska

Photographer: Dr. Doug Scott, University of Nebraska-Lincoln, Department of Anthropology
Date Photographed: February 2007 (Photo 1); May 2006 (Photo 2); 2008 (Photos 3-5)

Photo 1 of 5. Mud Springs Station. The high ground visible on the horizon blocked the view to the east allowing

Cheyenne watrriors traveling from the camp at the head of Rush Creek to approach Mud Springs without being seen.

Aspect: SW

Photo 2 of 5. Archaeological testing of the feature identified as a riflepit dug by Lt. Colonel Collins command to provide

protection and a point of observation after the fight at Mud Springs Station, Aspect: N.
Photo 3 of 5. Bullets recovered from the Mud Spring Station Archeological District, 2007 and 2008:

) .36-caliber spherical ball (FS21)

) .36-caliber St. Louis style conical bullet (FS32)

) .44-caliber bullet, unfired but with the nose altered by carving (FS5)

) 0 .44-caliber bullet fired in a Wesson rifle (FS10)

) 0 .50-caliber bullet fire in a 6 nght land and groove barrel (FS38)

) impact deformed .50-caliber bullet fired in a 6 right land and groove barrel (FS29)
) .54-caliber spherical ball (FS31)

) .58-caliber Minie ball (FS37)

i.) .50-caliber bullet mushroomed by impact and fired in a 6 right land and groove barrel, probably an 1886
Winchester (FS26)

a.
b.
c.
d.
e.
f.

g.
h.

Photo 4 of 5. Cartridge cases and unfired cartridges recovered from Mud Spring Station, 2007 and 2008:

a.) .44-caliber Henry (FS30

b.) .44-caliber Wesson (FS19)

c.) 56-50 Spencer (FS6)

d.) 56-50 deteriorated Spencer cartridge (FS27)
e.) .50-70-caliber Benet primed case (FS34)

Photo 5 of 5. Miscellaneous artifacts recovered from the Mud Springs Station, 2007 and 2008:
a.) M1 859 spur fragment (FS45),

b.) Copper harness rivet (FS24),
¢.) Cut nail spike fragment (FS12)
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Property Owner:
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name Nebraska State Historical Society (Mud Springs Station site) and Scott Cape (surrounding areas)
street & number 6824 Road 107 telephone
city or town Dalton state NE zipcode 69131

Paperw/ork Reduction Act Statement: This information is being collected for applications to the National Register of Historic Places to nominate
properties for listing or determine eligibility for listing, to list properties, and to amend existing listings. Response to this request is required to obtain a
benefit in accordance with the National Historic Preservation Act, as amended (16 U.S.C.460 et seq.).

Estimated Burden Statement: Public reporting burden for this form is estimated to average 18 hours per response including time for reviewing
instructions, gathering and maintaining data, and completing and reviewing the form. Direct comments regarding this burden estimate or any aspect of
this form to the Office of Planning and Performance Management. U.S. Dept. of the Interior, 1849 C. Street, NW, Washington, DC.
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SUPPLIMENTARY MATERIALS FALL FIGURES RESTRICTED]

Figure 1. Aerial photograph of the Mud Springs Station site The locations of the hill and riflepit areas are noted to clarify their spatial association
The hill and the surrounding ravines were used by attacking Cheyenne warriors to pin the soldiers down in the station building. About 200 warriors
participated in the attack until the arrival of relief forces from Forts Mitchell and Laramie.
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Figure 2. Distribution of Archeological Artifacts by type relating to the fight at Mud Springs Station in February 1865.



United States Department of the Interior
National Park Service / National Register of Historic Places Registration Form

NPS Form 10-900 OMB No 1024-0018 (Expires 5/31/2012)
Mud Springs Pony Express Station Morrill County, Nebraska
Name of Property County and State

Figure 3. Weapons Fan and Viewshed Analysis. Comparison of the weapons fans and viewsheds available from the rifle pit and from
the Station buildings. The fans suggest that shooting from the hill (A) offered slight advantage over the Station (B), but the area visible
from the rifle pit (C) was larger than the area visible from the Station (D).

From: Bleed, P and D. Scott 2009 Archeological Reflections and Interpretations of the Battle of Mud Springs, February 1865. Great
Plans Researcti. Vol 19(1):13-26.
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Figure 4. Site Map. The triangle on the lower left, southwest portion of the map shows the additional area of boundary expansion. The
dots in the enclosed area represent artifact finds related to the February 1865 fighting at Mud Springs Station.
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