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D E S C R I B E T H E P R E S E N T A N D O R I G I N A L ( i l k n o w n ) P H Y S I C A L A P P E A R A N C E 

The Goodale Homestead faces south on approximately 341 acres of land i n a 
r u r a l area of Hudson. Set i n r o l l i n g wooded h i l l s and open meadows, the 
estate i s bordered by small farms and l i g h t industry. 

Believed to have been b u i l t as a one or two room clapboard abode i n 1702, 
the o r i g i n a l section of the present structure was moved one mile on the origi-i-
nal property c.1753. (This o r i g i n a l section i s now the southwest corner of 
the house). I n the years immediately following the move, the house was extended 
to the north and east and a second story was added to form a saltbox. The 
fourth generation Goodales added an east e l l c.1820 and a north e l l i n 1840, 
In 1841 the rear elevation was 'uprighted' to form a f u l l 2h story ridge roof 
structure. The 1840 north e l l was demolished c.1926 as part of a 'restoration' 

The house i s now a 2h story brown clapboard strufcture, two rooms deep and t h r i e 
wide, with an e l l on the north-east corner. The house i s topped by a ridge rocpf 
with r a f t e r s projecting under the eaves. A pilastered stone cEiimney i s set 
off-center behind the entrance door. Another chimney i s b u i l t through the 
ridge peak on the west side of the house and another i s found on the east e l l 
None of the doorways or windows are o r i g i n a l . The windows have been 'restored 
to casement sash and the doorways have been 'restored' with f l a t moulded l i n t o 
and p l a i n surrounds. 

m 
m 

The two most notable i n t e r i o r f i r s t f l o o r features are the 1702 room with i t s 
7' wide, 5' high and 3' deep fireplace and the rare puncheon (solid block) 
stairway i n fro n t of i t which has a succession of 3,4,3 r i s e r s . Upstairs, th«: 
bedrooms show handsomely s t e n c i l l e d walls and pla i n t r i m . 

Of the nximerous outbuildings which once serviced the farm, only the early 19th 
c. east shop and horse barn s t i l l e x i s t . They stand northeast of the house. 
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The Goodale Homestead i s s i g n i f i c a n t i n three ways:l) i t contains what i s 
l)elieved,,to^ tie the oldest structure i n Hudson, with one of only two or three 
(ixtantf puncheo^ stairways i n New England; 2 ) i t i s a superb example of an 
early iSth^Ci house which has gone through two centuries of change and most 
recently been restored by an early 20th c. r e s t o r a t i o n i s t , and 3) for 223 
years i t was owned by the Goodale family,which played an important part i n 
the development of Hudson. 

History of the house began with John Goodale of Salem Village (now Danvers, 
Mass.). I n 1702 Goodale came to what was then Marlborough with his brother-
in-law John Witt and b u i l t a two-room house near the present Parmenter Road 
i n Hudson. I n 1703 Goodale married Elizabeth Witt i n Salem Village and the 
couple returned to Marlborough. After l i v i n g a few years i n constant fear 
of Indians, they were forced to ret r e a t to Salem Village u n t i l the danger 
had somewhat abated. They returned to Marlborough c.1720 and liv e d u n t i l 
t h e i r deaths at the " Homestead". 

After John Goodale's death i n 1752, his son Nathan moved the"long one story 
house with c e l l a r at both ends and chimney i n the middle" to i t s present 
location, one mile away on the o r i g i n a l property. Nathan (1709-1780) then 
proceeded to enlarge the house to accomodate his growing family. He added 
rooms to the north and west and raised the roof to a salt£b)03&, creating a 
second f l o o r above the o r i g i n a l 1702 structure. Throughout his l i f e , Nathan 
continued to work the farm as his father had done. 

Abner Goodale (1755-1823), son of Nathan, made no major changes to the house 
tliough his role i n the community was larger than that of his predecessors. 
He developed his farm as an orchard, complete with cider m i l l , and, along 
with other Marlborough farmers, provided Boston with i t s chief supply of 
cider. He also served i n the Revolutionary War, was a deacon i n the Congre­
gational Church, and was a member of the Marlborough School Committee. 
Abner's son, Nathan 11 (1780-1843) b u i l t the one story east e l l as porch and 
buttery i n 1820. 

The next owner of the house was David (1791-1858), brother of Nathan I I , who 
altered the house extensively.' I n 1840 David 'uprighted' the house from a 
saltbox to a f u l l 2h story ridge roof structure, adding an e l l to the north. 
He also altered the f i r s t f l o o r i n t e r i o r , changing the downstairs bedroom to 
a dining room with an added bay window and opening up the " L i t t l e Kitchen" 
and l i b r a r y i n t o one room. David continued his father's orchards and also 
served as church deacon. Beginning i n 1812, he kept the d i s t r i c t school 

cont' a '• 
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8. SIGNIFICANCE 

Goddale Homestead, Hudson 

for t h i r t y years, an important record for an early New England v i l l a g e school­
master. David was also a pronounced a b o l i t i o n i s t . His daughter Lucy gained 
fame as Mrs.Asa Thurston who, i n 1810, went with her husband as one of the f i r s t 
missionaries to Hawaii. 

The house and property experienced no major change u n t i l 1925 when they passed 
out of the Goodale family and were bought by Mrs.Arthur Greenwood. Mrs. Green­
wood hired George Francis Dow, a romantic but important early 20th c. architectujral 
h i s t o r i a n , to 'restore' the house. As part of t h i s 'restoration', the north e l l 
was demolished, a l l windows were given casement sash, and the windows and doors 
were given f l a t moulded l i n t e l s and pla i n surrounds. One of Dow's favorite 
romanticizations, a sundial, was placed over the entrance door. Unfortunately, 
a l l outbuildings except the horse barn and east shop have been demolished, 
some by neglect and some by in t e n t . 

The lo c a l communities of Hudson and Marlborough are currently organizing i n an 
attempt to purchase the property from owners who wish to s e l l i t for residential 
development. 
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^y^ai^ac/iaseffi j/fijfcrica/ ^ommtiiion, 

MO beacon 

727-8j!f70 

December 18, 1974 

National Register 
National Park Service 
18th and C Streets NW 
Washington D.C. 20240 

Attention: Charles Herrington, Chief of Register 

Dear Charles: 

Enclosed i s the National Register submission for the Goodale Homestead, Hudson, 
Middlesex County. 

This has been declared e l i g i b l e by the Massachusetts H i s t o r i c a l Commission, the 
State Review Board, and has been signed by Elizabeth Amadon as S.H.P.O. designee. 

Please note that t h i s submission i s to be included i n FY76 and we would therefore 
appreciate your processing t h i s nomination promptly. Please l e t us know i f any 
other information i s needed. 

Sincerely, 

096882 
CERTIFIED MAIL 

Elizabeth R.Amadon 
Executive Director 
Massachusetts H i s t o r i c a l Commission 
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