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DESCRIPTION

{Chec* One;

Q Excellent Good Q Fair . Deteriorated . Ruins CD Unexposed
CONDITION (Check One) fChecJt One;
g Altered . Unoltered P Moved . Original Site
DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (il known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The Goodal e Honestead faces south on approximately 341 acres of land i n a
rural area of Hudson. Set i nrolling wooded hills and open neadows, t he
estate i sbhordered by small farms and light industry.

Believed t ohave been built as a one or two room clapboard abode i n 1702,
the original section of thepresent structure was noved one mle on the origi-i-
nal property c.1753. (This original section i snow the southwest corner of

the house). I ntheyears inmediately following thenove, thehouse was extended
to thenorth and east and a second story was added t o form a saltbox. The
fourth generation Goodal es added an east el | ¢.1820 and a north el | i n 1840,

In 1841 therear elevation was 'uprighted” toforma full 2h story ridge roof
structure. The 1840 north el | was demolished c.1926 as part of a 'restoration'

The house i snow a 2h story brown clapboard strufcture, two roonms deep and thrie
wide, with anell on thenorth-east corner. The house i stopped by a ridge rocpf
with rafters projecting under theeaves. A pilastered stone cEimey i s set m
of f-center behind theentrance door. Another chimey i sbuilt throughthe m
ridge peak on t hewest side of t hehouse and another i sfound on t heeast el |
None of t he doorways or wi ndows areoriginal. The windows have been 'restored

to casement sash and t he doorways have been 'restored’ with flat noulded linto]jgz
and plain surrounds. n

The two npst notable interior first floor features arethe 1702 roomwith its
7 wide, 5 high and 3 deep fireplace and t herare puncheon (solid block)
stairway i nfront of i twhich has a succession of 3,4,3 risers. Upstairs, th«
bedroons show handsonely stencilled walls and plain trim

>

d thenximerous outbuildings which once serviced thefarm only theearly19th
c. east shop and horse barn still exist. They stand northeast of thehouse.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The CGoodal e Homestead i ssignificant i nthree ways:l) it contains whati s
|)elieved, to"tie t heol dest structure i nHudson, with one of only two or three
(ixtantf puncheo” stairways i nNew England; 2)it i sa superb exanple of an
early iSth*Ci house which has gone through two centuries of change and nost
recently been restored by an early 20th c. restorationist, and 3) for 223
years it was owned by t he Goodale fam |y, which played an i mportant parti n
the devel opnent of Hudson.

History of t hehouse began with John Goodale of SalemVillage (now Danvers,
Mass.). | n1702 Goodal e cane t owhat was then Marl borough with hi s brother-
in-law John Wtt andbuilt a two-roomhouse near thepresent Parnenter Road
in Hudson. | n 1703 Goodale married Elizabeth Wtt i nSalemVillage and t he
couple returned t oMarlborough. After living a fewyears i nconstant fear
of Indians, they were forced toretreat toSalemVillage until the danger
had sonewhat abated. They returned t oMarlborough c.1720 and lived until
their deaths at the" Homestead".

After John Goodale's death i n1752, hi s son Nat han noved the"long one story
house with cellar at both ends and chimey i nthemddle" toits present
location, one mle away on t heoriginal property. Nathan (1709-1780) then
proceeded t oenlarge t hehouse t o acconodate hi sgrowing famly. He added
roons tothenorth and west and raised theroof toa sdtf)03& creating a
second floor above theoriginal 1702 structure. Throughout hi slife, Nathan
continued towork thefarmas hi s father had done.

Abner Goodal e (1755-1823), son of Nathan, made no maj or changes t ot he house
tliough hisrole i nthecomunity was larger than that of hi s predecessors.
He devel oped hi s farmas an orchard, conplete with cider mill, and, along
with other Marlborough farmers, provided Bostonwith its chief supply of
cider. He also served i ntheRevolutionary War, was a deacon i nt he Congre-
gational Church, and was a nenber of t heMarlborough School Conmittee.
Abner's son, Nathan 11 (1780-1843) built theone story east ell as porch and
buttery i n 1820.

The next owner of t hehouse was David (1791-1858), brother of Nathan ||, who
altered thehouse extensively.' | n 1840 David 'uprighted thehouse froma
saltbox toa full 2h story ridge roof structure, adding anell tothenorth.
H also altered thefirst floor interior, changing thedownstairs bedroomt o
a dining roomwith an added bay wi ndow and opening up the "Little Kitchen"
and library into one room David continued hisfather's orchards and also
served as church deacon. Beginning i n1812, he kept thedistrict school

cont' a .
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Goodal e, Esther, "A History of the Goodal e Honmestead i nHidson',' unpub.,
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LATITUnE AND LONGI"» IDE COORDINATES
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see continuation iheet
SE
W
APPROXIMATE ACREAGE OF NOMINATED PROPERTY: 341 acTBS

ILIST ALL STATES AND COUNTIES FOR PROPERTIES OVERLAPPING STATE OR COU”N TVe”O

COUNTY
o™ RECHTO—VX-
COUNTY:
CoUNTY: NATIONAU
REGISTER
FORM PREPARED BY
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Massachusetts Historical Conm ssion 11/ 12/ 74

STREET AND NUMBER:

40 Beacon Street

CITY OR TOWN:

Boston 617-727-8470 Massachusetts 07108
NATIONAL REGISTER VERIFICATION

As the designated State Liaison Officer for the Na-
tional Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law
89-665), | hereby nominate this property for inclusion National Register.
in the National Register and certify that it has been

evaluated according to the c-iteria and procedures set

forth by the National Park Service. The recominended

| hereby certify that this property is included in the

. . . . . Director. Ollice of Archeology and Historic Preservation

level of significance of this notnination is:

National (6 State Local n
Name

. ATTEST:
NJizabeth R Amadon
Titl : :
"¢ Exec.Director MG GO deaigne|
teeper of The National Registerj

Date
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8. Sl GN FI CANCE

for thirty years, animportant record for anearly NewEngland village school-
master. David was al so a pronounced abolitionist. Hisdaughter Lucy gained
fame as Ms. Asa Thurston who, i n1810, went with her husband as oneof t he first
m ssionaries t oHawaii.

The house and property experienced nomjor change until 1925 when they passed

out of theGoodale famly and were bought by Ms.Arthur G eenwood. Ms. Geen-
wood hired George Francis Dow, aromantic but important early 20th c. architectujral
historian, t o'restore’ thehouse. As part of this 'restoration', thenorth ell
was demolished, all windows were given casenment sash, and t hew ndows and doors
were given flat moulded lintels and plain surrounds. Qne of Dows favorite
romanticizations, a sundial, was placed over theentrance door. Unfortunately,

all outbuildings except thehorse barn and east shop have been denolished,

sone by neglect and sone by intent.

The local commnities of Hudson and Marl borough arecurrently organizing i n an

attempt t opurchase theproperty fromowners whowish tosell it for residential
devel opment .
y"v
RECEVED
DEC3L 1974 ' [8]
NATIONAL
REGISTER

GPO 921 -7 24
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Myhaitacliaseffi jfijfcrical Nomntiiion,
MO  beacon

727-8j!f70

Decenber 18, 1974

National Register
National Park Service
18th and C Streets NV
Washington DC 20240
096882
Attention: Charles Herrington, Chief of Register CERTI FI ED MAI L

Dear Charles:

Enclosed i stheNational Register submssion fortheGoodal e Homestead, Hudson,
M ddl esex County.

This has been declared eligible by theMassachusetts Historical Commission, the
State Review Board, and has been signed by Elizabeth Aradon as SHP Q designee.

Pl ease note that this submssion i stobe included i nFY76 and we would therefore
appreciate your processing this nomnation promptly. Please | etus knowi f any
other informationi s needed.

Sincerely,

Eli zabeth R Anadon
Executive Director
Massachusetts Historical Conmm ssion
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