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O Commercial [~1 Industrial | | Private Residence 
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OWNER'S NAME:

Muscatine County in Iowa
STREET AND NUMBER:

Courthouse
CITY OR TOWN: STA

Mucatine

COURTHOUSE, REGISTRY OF DEEDS, ETC:

Courthouse County Recorder
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CONDITION
Excellent D Good
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Fair [~1 Deteriorated [~] Ruins I I Unexposed

(Check One) 

GK| Altered Q Unaltered

(Check One) 

Moved |X] Original Site

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (it known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The Muscatine County Jail is a brick T-shaped structure, with a 
two story main portion and one story cell block wing at the rear. 

^Greek Revival in style, the jail has such well preserved classical 
details as brick pilasters at the corners, brick dentilation at the 
cornice, an enframed main entrance and cornice returns at the gable 
ends of the roof. Rooms are symmetrically arranged. On the west 
side of the main building is the sheriff's office with a side 
entrance to both the office and the cell block. On the east side 
are two additional rooms of equal size. Living quarters are on 
the second floor where two rooms appear on each side of the 
central hallway. The rear room to the west has been converted into 
a bathroom, closet and a smaller room.

An L-shaped^l908 addition appears on the east side of the building. 
This structure accomodates the heating plant for the nearby court­ 
house. The towering chimney that now appears atop the cell block 
was added at this time also. The front entrance steps of the jail 
have been removed and the windows have been replaced. Aside from 
these changes, the Old Jail remains much as it did when first 
built in the 1850's and is in good condition.
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Abor iginal

| | Prehistoric
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|~~1 Agriculture 

PC) Architecture 

D Art 
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D Military 
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n Other (Specify)
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Built in 185£-1857 the Muscat!ne County Jail is the onTy^remaining 
example ofGreek Revival government architecture in Muscatine. It 
was built by the contractors "mnes and Mil ford to replace a two 
story wooden structure built in 1838-1839 on the nearby courthouse 
square. Structurally sound and altered little, the jail building 
is now being used to store county equipment. Much interest has 
been expressed in its preservation due to its age and its stylistic 
significance.
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News stories and articles on file in the Musser Public 
Library
County records in the Courthouse
Blake, Harold, "Group Seeks Preservation of the County Jail." 

Story on file in Musser Public Library.
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James B. Tracy
ORGAN.ZATION Fo r Mrs . C. Maxwell Stanley, member of the Board °ATE no ln _ 0 
of Advisors, National Trust for Historic Preservation January 13, 1973

STREET AND NUMBER:

108 Laurel Street
CITY OR TOWN:

Muscatine

As the designated State Liaison Officer for the Na­ 
tional Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law 
89-665), I hereby nominate this property for inclusion 
in the National Register and certify that it has been 
evaluated according to the c-iteria and procedures set 
forth by the National Park Service. The recommended 
level of significance of this nomination is: 

National Q State Q Local Kf
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STATE CODE

lowa 14

I hereby certify that this property is included in the 

National Register,

Director, Office of Archeology and Historic Preservation
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