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1. Name

historic St. Paul Missionary Baptist Church

and/or common N/A

2. Location

street & number 124 Broadway Avepwe N/Anot for publication
city, town Boise N/A_ vicinity of Songressienai-district
state Idaho code 16 county Ada code 001
3. Classification
Category Ownership Status Present Use
—_ district ___public X occupied ____agriculture —___museum
_ X bullding(s) _X_ private ____unoccupied —___commercial —park
—— structure — both —__work in progress — educational — private residence
—_site Public Acquisition Accessible — entertainment X religious
. object N/Ain process ____yes: restricted _____government ___scientific
N/A being considered _X_ yes: unrestricted ___ industrial —— transportation
—ho — military ——other:

4. Owner of Property

name St. Paul Missionary Baptist Church
street & number Box 7314
city, town Boise N/A vicinity of state ILdaho 83707

5. Location of Legal Description

courthouse, registry of deeds, etc. Ada County Courthouse

street & number 650 Main Street

city, town Boise state Idaho 83702

6. Representation in Existing Surveys

titte Ldaho State Historic Sites Survey has this property been determined eligible? ___yes _X no

date 1972 — federal _X state ___ county ___ local

depository for survey records Idaho State Historical Society

city, town Boise state Idaho




7. Description

Condition Check one Check one

—_ excellent ____deteriorated __X_unaltered X original site

_X good ____ruins ____altered —__moved date _N/A
— fair —_ unexposed

Describe the present and original (if known) physical appearance

The St. Paul Missionary Baptist Church is a modest one-story frame church, rectangular

in plan, with bungalow elements. It has an outset gabled entry that was added to the
building about thirty years ago. The roof has exposed rafters and diagonal eave brackets.
The building has clapboard siding painted white. There is a low, enclosed shed attached
to the rear of the church.

The wainscotted interior is also simple, but enhanced by double-hung stained glass
windows and a gambrel ceiling. The windows have a Tudor arch design, their lower
sections in relief. The nave has two aisles, a slightly raised central pulpit, and
a choir loft. The pews are of oak.

Included on the property is an ineligible concrete block structure built in the 1950's
that was once the parsonage; it is now used as an office for the local chapter of the
NAACP.



8. Significance

Period Areas of Significance—Check and justify below

. prehistoric ____ archeology-prehistoric ____ community planning ____landscape architecture____ religion

——1400-1499 ___ archeology-historic —_conservation — law ____science

— 1500-1599 ____ agriculture —___economics —literature — sculpture

__1600-1699 _“__ architecture ___ education — military X _ social/

—1700-1799 ___art ___engineering — music humanitarian

—— 1800-1899 ____ commerce —_exploration/settlement ___ philosophy —_theater

X 1900- —_ communications — industry — poiitics/government ____ transportation
____invention ___ other (specify)

Specific dates 1921 Builder/Architect Baptist church congregation

Statement of Significance (In one paragraph)

The St. Paul Missionary Baptist Church is historically significant as one of two
churches still in existence in Idaho with a predominantly black congregation. Built
solely by church members—including the first pastor, William Riley Hardy——the church
is architecturally significant as a vernacular structure with bungalow elements. The
church provided an important meeting place for black people in Boise long before other
social organizations were established. Early Boise blacks, never a large population,
were primarily domestics and servants for white families and probably attended church
services with them in white congregations, but members of the black community also
wanted a separate, all-black church. The congregation of St. Paul Missionary Baptist
Church first met in about 1909 in a small building in Boise's commercial district.
That same year, land south of Warm Springs Avenue was donated to the church members,
but the church was not constructed until 1921. The congregation presently consists
of about 150 people. The few other black churches in Idaho include, in Boise, Bethel
African Methodist Episcopal Church, no longer extant, and a Pocatello Baptist congre-—
gation.



9. Major Bibliographical References

Polk and Company. Boise City Directory, 1900-1910.
(Boise) Idaho Daily Statesman, 25 May, 1921, p. 2, c. 5.

U.S. Census, 1900.
Personal interview with Dr. Mamie Oliver, February 1981, Boise, Idaho.

10. Geographical Data

less than one

Acreage of hominated property
Quadrangle name __Boise South Quadrangie scale /5 Mminute
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Verbal boundary description and justification
The nomination includes the St. Paul Missionary Baptist Church and the property on which
it stands, lot 1 and the north 33.78 feet of lot 2, block 1, in the Thomas Davis third
addition to Boise.

List all states and counties for properties overlapping state or county boundaries

state N/A code N/A  county N/A code N/A

state N/A code N/A  county N/A code N/A

11. Form Prepared By

nameftitie Janet McCulloch, Architectural Historian

organization Idaho State Historical Society date Q@ @,@M 19¢2-
street & number 610 North Julia Davis Drive telephone  (208) 334-3356

city or town Boise state Idaho 83702-7695

12. State Historic Preservation Officer Certification

The evaluated significance of this property within the state is:

—___ national ____ state X_ local

As the designated State Historic Preservation Officer for the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law 89—
665), | hereby nominate this property for inclusion in the National Register and certify that it has been evaluated
according to the criteria and procedures set forth by the National Park Service.

State Historic Preservation Officer signature ///z Z/ ljZd

tite State Historic Preservatlon Officer date SV @’W% )
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e hereby,pertify ,thatt

date

:'~Attest , AT
-Chief of Regrstratxon .




