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One of Morgan City's more prominent buildings is the Downtown Post Office located at
the corner of First and Everett Streets. The two-story building is the only one of
its type in Morgan City and has always been a significant element in the downtown
area.

The structure was built in 1932 under the supervision of Construction Superintendent,
W. G. Ireland, at an estimated construction cost of $75,000. Local businessmen sold
the land for $6,000. Appropriations were instituted as early as 1919. Algernon
Blair, general contractor from Montgomery, Alabama, was the low bidder and awarded
the contract. Other men devoted to this project were A. W. Mellon, Secretary of the
Treasury and James A. Wetmore, Acting Supervising Architect.

coelodde
The building has an odd combination. It is rectangular with no wings. The exterior
is masonry. The major influence is French. The building is faced with a grand
beaux-art style arcade with free standing ionic columns and surmounted by a Mansard
roof. On the contrary, the center entrance has several items which do not relate.

1. The doorway is more English Georgian - out of place.
2. An overblown entrance. The wings are not the typical style. These have a
renaissance flavor, not English Georgian.

Basically, the building is a French beaux-art, English Georgian combination which is
adequate and not jarring.

Inside, above the service counters are classical style ornaments. They are in a
bronze or metal entablature form with fluted frieze, quite handsomely detailed!

The lobby floor is terrazzo, made of a mixture of 5% red and 5% yellow thiwpédimarble
mixed with cement _ ,

The second floor is used exc]us1ve1y by the Treasury Department's Customs House

Their entry is by a staircase in the main lobby. A1l this space was remodeled in
1978 as was the roof.

For a small town, the post office overshadows other buildings due to its grand
limestone arcade. Usua]]y the local post office has a quiet' feeling but attract1ve
This one is strident in its feature.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

From its inception to the present, the Morgan City Downtown Post Office has been
significant because of its association with important people, governmental functions
and its unusual architectural style. A combination of French beaux-art and English
Georgian produced an attractive look.

M. E. Norman, Mayor of Morgan City, was in Washington in 1928 meeting with President
Coolidge for the purpose of securing a federal building for the city. It was noted
in The Morgan City Review, Mr. Norman's message was hopeful due to his Republican
background and a RepubTican president in office. Representative W. P. Martin was the
main speaker at a hearing in Morgan City. He listed the steady population gain,
lucrative business in fish and oysters and various other businesses finding their way
to Morgan City. He later presented his case to Congress.

Covering the corner of First and Everett Streets, the Morgan City Post Office has had
a significant impact on the Morgan City community. It is strategically located in
the central business district and until some years ago, before the appearance of the
shopping centers, most activity centered around the post office area.. With the
Courthouse, erected in 1905, and the bank adjacent to each other, this area was
widely used.. :

Spanning an era of six decades, the Morgan City Post Office has certainly attained
its niche in the community. During its construction, Morgan City's citizens were
avidly concerned about the building materials, various stages of construction and
wished to attend open house. In fact, each construction stage was provided the
public through the news media. A1l labor was performed by local people.

The building is in fair condition overall. A1l second floor space was recently
remodeled and a new roof installed. The exterior and lobby remain untouched.
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Following issues of the Morgan City Review:

Prospects Favorable for New Post Office
March 28, 1928

To Begin Work on New Post Office
January 2, 1932

New M. C. Post Office Under Construction
January 23, 1932

Making Rapid Headway on Post Office
February 20, 1932

To Occupy New Post Office Next Month
June 18, 1932

New Post Office Open for Inspection in Two Days
September 17, 1932
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Morgan City, Louisiana

Lots One (1) and Two (2) in block No. One (1) in Morgan City, Saint Mary Parish,
State of Louisiana; and also an unsurveyed triangular tract of land adjoining said
lot, the whole forming a homogeneous body of land having a measurement of one hundred
and twenty-five (125) feet on the west side of First Street, and having a measurement
of one hunred (100) feet on the south side of Everett Street. Which said land is
more accurately described as follows; according to the plan of survey made by John M,
Rochel, Civil Engineer, hereto annexed and made part hereof, to-wit.

Having a measurement of one hundred and thirty (130) feet on the west side of First
Street; of one hundred (100) on the south side of Everett Street; of one hundred and
seventeen and five tenths (117.5) feet on the side line parallel to First Street by
one hundred and one (101) feet along the rear line thereof; this portion of ground
forms the southwest corner of First and Everett Streets, in square originally
designated as block 1 of Barnes survey.



