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DESCRIPTION

CONDITION CHECK ONE CHECK ONE
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iLFAIR __UNEXPOSED

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL {IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The Southern Pacific Railroad Station consists of two basic units; a 
two-story central section and a long one-story extension on the southern 
side. The central section is constructed of wood frame with a gabled roof 
with exposed brackets, and an almost identical porch which extends around 
the three exposed sides above the first story. This porch continues 
around the southern extension to give the building a uniform appearance. 
The extension, added in 1895 > also has an open gable on the southern end 
and a raised foundation on its western side which forms a platform.

, Additional features on [the second" story o'f the central section.of 'the 
station. inclt^ieT gebmetrj.'cf'designs' and/shikgling, bargeboard on' the 'gabled 
ends, a small Tiiay1 on 'the southern side' above the: southern extension, and 
double hung sash windows on the other three sides.

The major alterations to the station since its initial construction in 
1388 include the addition of the southern extension in 1895 > the removal of 
two corbelled chimneys and the cresting on the roof of the central section, 
and a slight expansion of the walls on part of the western side of the 
southern section. The interior has been altered somewhat to accon&date its 
present use,

The station is presently leased to a metal shop and is located along 
the original Southern Pacific tracks in a light manufacturing area of
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of two;j Southern,Pacific,^depots built,,iiijlSS^to^papitalizeon^passenger and 
freight business in the, young community^of Whittier,_ Established jbhe t previous 
year during the heighth of the "Boom of the Eighties 11 in Southern California, 
Whittier had rapidly increased in population in its first year and the 
Southern Pacific responded to this growth by establishing a six-mile spur 
track from the Norwalk area station at a purported cost of $40,000 to the 
city of Whittier. A box car served as the first depot at the Hadley Street 
location until the present station was finished in July of 1888.

Ironically, the boom which brought the railroad to Whittier was rapidly 
collapsing at the time the spur track and depot were being built* Fortunately, 
the Southern Pacific was able to help save Whittier from virtual extinction 
by providing transportation for its citrus crops, the community's main economic 
base and chief employer. In 1895 a southern extension was added to the 
original Hadley Street depot to provide fruit packing space for the Whittier 
Fruit Exchange. Additional passenger traffic and the development of new 
industries kept the station bustling through the early decades of the twentieth 
century. However, as other modes of transportation became more sophisticated, 
the importance of the railroad increasingly diminished. By,1970 the station 
was no longer needed by the railroad and it was leased to private commercial 
interests.

The depot itself, a simple wooden structure with some ornamentation, is 
typical of the many Southern Pacific stations erected in the late 1880 f s. In 
this particular case, the first agent, J.R. Downs and his sister, and most 
subsequent agents and their families, resided upstairs while the lower floor 
was used as a passenger waiting station. The southern extension provided 
ample storage and packing facilities for the area's fruit industry.

Although it is no longer used in its original capacity, the Southern 
Pacific Railroad Station in Whittier is one of the city's most important 
links to its establishment and early economic development. It is also one 
of the very few Southern Pacific depots built before the turn of the century 
to survive the changing modes of transportation in Southern California, an 
area which owes so much of its development to the railroad.
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1. Name of Property___________________________________________________. 
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D removed from the National

Register 
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Southern Pacific Railroad Depot. Whittier
Name of Property

Los Angeles County. CA 
County and State

5. Classification
Ownership of Property
(Check as many boxes as apply)

private 
public-local 
public-State 
public-Federal

building(s)
district
site
structure
object

Name of related multiple property listing
(Enter "N/A" if property is not part of a multiple property listing.)

N/A ___ ____

Number of Resources within Property
(Do not include previously listed resources in the count.)
Contributing Noncontributing 

J__________0_______ buildings 
0_________0_______ sites 
0_________0_______ structures 
0_________0_______ objects 
1__________Q_______ Total

Number of contributing resources previously listed in 
the National Register

1

6. Function or Use
Historic Functions
(Enter categories from instructions)

TRANSPORTATIQN/rail-related = train depot

Current Functions
(Enter categories from instructions) 

GOVERNMENT/qovernment office = transit office

TRANSPORTATION/road-related = transit bus stop, 
commuter shuttle stop______________

RECREATION AND CULTURE/museum = surface 
transportation museum______________

7. Description
Architectural Classification
(Enter categories from instructions)

LATE VICTQRIAN/Stick

Materials
(Enter categories from instructions)

foundation CONCRETE
roof ASPHALT

walls WOOD/Shiolap and shingle

other Wood posts, stickwork. window frames, trim, 
brackets, baraeboards. cresting. Red brick chimney

Narrative Description
(Describe the historic and current condition of the property on one or more continuation sheets.)



Southern Pacific Railroad Depot, Whittier
Name of Property

Los Angeles County. CA 
County and State

8. Statement of Significance
Applicable National Register Criteria
(Mark "x" in one or more boxes for the criteria qualifying the property 
for National Register listing)

1X1 A Property is associated with events that have made 
a significant contribution to the broad patterns of 
our history.

[U B Property is associated with the lives of persons 
significant in our past,

Klc Property embodies the distinctive characteristics of 
a type, period, or method of construction or 
represents the work of a master, or possesses high 
artistic values, or represents a significant and 
distinguishable entity whose components lack 
individual distinction.

I I D Property has yielded, or is likely to yield information 
important in prehistory or history.

Criteria Considerations
(Mark "X" in all the boxes that apply.)

Property is:

Q A owned by a religious institution or used for 
religious purposes.

£<] B removed from its original location.

d]Ca birthplace or a grave.

[U D a cemetery.

[U E a reconstructed building, object, or structure.

CU F a commemorative property.

[U G less than 50 years of age or achieved significance
within the past 50 years. 

Narrative Statement of Significance
(Explain the significance of the property on one or more continuation sheets.)

Areas of Significance
(Enter categories from instructions)

ARCHITECTURE
TRANSPORTATION

Period of Significance
1892-1945___

Significant Dates
N/A_________

Significant Person
(Complete if Criterion B is marked above)

N/A______ ______

Cultural Affiliation
N/A_________

Architect/Builder
Southern Pacific Railroad

9. Major Bibliographical References
(Cite the books, articles, and other sources used in preparing this form on one or more continuation sheets.)

Previous documentation on file (NPS):
Q preliminary determination of individual listing (36

CFR 67) has been requested. 
ISI previously listed in the National Register 
Q previously determined eligible by the National

Register
n designated a National Historic Landmark 
D recorded by Historic American Buildings Survey

#______________ 
Q recorded by Historic American Engineering

Record # ______

Primary Location of Additional Data
State Historic Preservation Office 
Other State agency 
Federal agency 
Local government 
University 
Other 

Name of repository:

Citv of Whittier Transit Center_____



Southern Pacific Railroad Depot. Whittier Los Angeles County. CA
Name of Property County and State

10. Geographical Data ______________™—^___————____.

Acreage of Property less than one

UTM References
(Place additional UTM references on a continuation sheet)

Zone Easting Northing Zone Easting Northing
1 12 404160 3759620 3 __ ____ ____
2 4

D See continuation sheet.

Verbal Boundary Description
(Describe the boundaries of the property on a continuation sheet.)

Boundary Justification
(Explain why the boundaries were selected on a continuation sheet.)

11. Form Prepared By

name/title Jan Ostashav. Director of Cultural Resources Management, and Peter Moruzzi. Architectural Historian 

organization PCR Services Incorporated for the City of Whittier______ date April 9. 2004__________

street & number One Venture. Suite 150_________________ telephone 949-753-7001

city or town Irvine___________________________ state CA zip code 92618
Additional Documentation
Submit the following items with the completed form: 

Continuation Sheets

Maps
A USGS map (7.5 or 15 minute series) indicating the property's location.

A Sketch map for historic districts and properties having large acreage or numerous resources. 

Photographs

Representative black and white photographs of the property.

Additional items
(Check with the SHPO or FPO for any additional items)

Property Owner______________________________________________
(Complete this item at the request of the SHPO or FPO.)

name City of Whittier. c/o Susan Chow_______________________________ 

street & number 13230 Penn Street__________________ telephone 562-945-8200

city or town Whittier________________________ state CA zip code 90602

Paperwork Reduction Act Statement: This information is being collected for applications to the National Register of Historic Places to nominate 
properties for listing or determine eligibility for listing, to list properties, and to amend existing listings. Response to this request is required to obtain 
a benefit in accordance with the National Historic Preservation Act, as amended (16 U.S.C. 470 et seq.).
Estimated Burden Statement: Public reporting burden for this form is estimated to average 18.1 hours per response including the time for reviewing 
instructions, gathering and maintaining data, and completing and reviewing the form. Direct comments regarding this burden estimate or any aspect 
of this form to the Chief, Administrative Services Division, National Park Service, P.O. Box 37127, Washington, DC 20013-7127; and the Office of 
Management and Budget, Paperwork Reductions Project (1024-0018), Washington, DC 20503.
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7. Narrative Description

The Southern Pacific Railroad Depot, Whittier (Whittier Depot) is a one- and two-story 
wood-framed building constructed in 1892. The L-shaped property, now known as the 
Whittier Transit Center, includes the depot building and platforms (with a footprint of 
approximately 136 feet by 40 feet) plus the surrounding sidewalks, parking lot, and small 
public park that together measure 250 feet of street frontage along Greenleaf Avenue 
(east) by 300 feet to Comstock Street (west) at the rear of the property. Because the 
Whittier Depot was moved to its current site in 2000 in order to fulfill its new use as a 
transit center, the setting is not historically associated with the resource. The appearance 
of the depot following its move and restoration closely matches its historic appearance 
during the building's period of significance, 1892-1945.

Whittier's Southern Pacific Railroad Depot is a one- and two-story wood-framed building 
featuring architectural elements indicative of the Stick variant of the Late Victorian 
architectural style. The building is mostly rectangular in plan and is capped by a gabled 
roof on the depot's two-story east end with a wraparound hipped roof sandwiched 
between the first and second stories. The hipped roof becomes gable-on-hip at the west 
end of the building where it covers the freight room. Roof elements include a modest . 
cornice, carved bargeboards, and prominent triangular brackets that support deep 
overhanging eaves. The first story of the building is sheathed in shiplap siding while the 
second story features specialty wood shingles with geometric designs. Especially 
noteworthy is the vertical and grid-like second-story stickwork that is a character- 
defining feature of the Stick style of Late Victorian architecture. There is also a small 
gabled bay projecting from the west end of the second story above the freight room. 
Second floor fenestration consists of a trio of eight-over-two double hung sash on the 
south elevation and as four adjacent windows on the north. There are two narrow four- 
over-two windows on the east fa?ade of both floors. Ground floor double-hung sash 
windows on the north and south elevations are interspersed with paneled and glazed 
entrance doors topped with multi-light transoms. The one-story freight room was 
lengthened and doubled in size in 1894.
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Originally, the ground floor of the depot was divided into two main areas: a passenger 
waiting area, ticket booth, restrooms, and a railroad office on one end, and a large freight 
room on the opposite end. The second-story housed the station agent and his family. 
Since restoration, first floor uses include ticket sales, a museum "area, staff offices, a 
lunch room, restrooms, and several meeting rooms. Current second floor uses include 
staff offices, storage rooms, and a restroom.

The Whittier Depot was moved to its current location on April 7, 2000. l It is currently 
located within a parcel bordered by Greenleaf Avenue on the east and the Comstock 
Avenue alley on the west. Separating the depot site from Perm Street on the north and 
Mar Vista street on the south are other parcels occupied by commercial and residential 
buildings. Historically, the original orientation of the building was with the two-story 
depot on the north and one-story freight room pointing south. Railroad tracks were on 
the east and west elevations. Today, the depot is on the east end of the parcel with the 
freight room on the west. The depot's parking lot is located along the north elevation and 
a public park is on the south side. The Whittier Depot was initially moved to a temporary 
site in 1990 to save the building from demolition due to the construction of a shopping 
mall on its original location. Because the temporary location was not an historic location, 
the Whittier Depot was moved to its permanent site in the Greenleaf Avenue 
Redevelopment Area. The Depot is now the new Whittier Transit Center where riders of 
public transportation can obtain tickets and scheduling information on all buses that serve 
Whittier. It is also the central location for boarding Whittier Transit and MTA buses, as 
well as Dial-a-Ride. Further, it will soon be the hub of a commuter shuttle to the 
Norwalk/Santa Fe Springs Metrolink Station operated by Norwalk Transit that will link 
Whittier to Metrolink. Finally, a Surface Transportation Museum will be installed in part 
of the first floor depot.

When moved to its current location, the building was separated into two sections: the 
two-story depot and half of the attached freight room, and the other half of the freight 
room. Younger Brothers Moving Company transported the two sections seven blocks

1 The Whittier Depot was initially moved from its original location at 11825 Bailey Street to 12202 
Philadelphia Street, site of the Union Pacific Passenger Depot, in 1990 to prevent its demolition. In 
April, 2000, the Whittier Depot was moved to its current location at 7333 Greenleaf Avenue.
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east and three blocks south from its temporary location to its permanent new site.2 
Younger Brothers specializes in house relocations.

As part of the Section 106 process under which the building's relocation and 
rehabilitation was supervised, an historic records search was conducted by the South 
Central Coastal Information Center at UCLA. A review of the record search data 
indicated that no recorded prehistoric or historic archaeological sites existed within the 
project site. The absence of exposed, original ground surface from prior development 
precluded conducting an archaeological survey.

At some point prior to 1989, the two corbelled chimneys and the roof cresting were 
removed. As part of the building's restoration, one of two missing chimneys was 
reconstructed on the east elevation. In addition, wood cresting was reconstructed, all 
windows were reglazed, two new Whittier roof signs were reconstructed, a new door on 
the north elevation was recreated to match the existing door on the opposite side, the 
wood freight landing that surrounds the freight room was reconstructed, and numerous 
metal industrial lights were hung beneath the canopy. All window divisions are the same 
following the restoration as they were historically. In order to meet current safety codes 
and guidelines, new metal pipe guardrails were erected around the perimeter of the 
freight landing platforms and a new ADA-compliant ramp was built on the west end of 
the freight landing platform. New glass doors and windows have replaced the original 
warehouse doors of the freight room.

The property serves both as a transit center and as a public park with the depot as the 
focal point. Centering the L-shaped property is the Whittier Depot building and 
associated freight landing platforms. Wide concrete sidewalks provide pedestrian access 
to the building on all four sides. East and north of the depot are large asphalt parking lots 
which, within the context of transportation, serve to provide parking for Whittier

The initial move in 1990 from its original location at 11825 Bailey Street was two blocks east and one 
block south to 12202 Philadelphia Street.
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commuters. A small grassy public park situated on the south side of the property 
provides a quiet, contemplative environment for viewing the depot in its new setting. 
The park is landscaped with palms, mature trees, and concrete pathways. Metal park 
furniture designed in a pre-World War II style is placed throughout the park and on the 
west side of the depot near Greenleaf Avenue. Metal pole lamps with translucent globes 
that dot the site are in keeping with Whittier street lighting fixtures from the depot's 
1892-1945 period of significance. A tall, free-standing, four-sided clock situated east of 
the depot at Greenleaf Avenue evokes a turn-of-the-twentieth-century feeling. Overall, 
the property's use as a transit center creates an appropriate setting for the Southern 
Pacific Railroad Depot within the context of transportation in the City of Whittier.
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8. Statement of Significance

The Whittier Depot appears to be eligible for listing in the National Register based on 
Criterion A: Events, Criterion C: Architecture, and for meeting Criteria Consideration B: 
Moved Properties, at the local level of significance. 3 Under Criterion A, the building is 
closely associated with the City of Whittier's early economic growth and development 
during the time period 1892 - 1945. The growth of Whittier was primarily a product of 
two interdependent historical patterns: the transportation of settlers to the City and the 
development of the citrus industry and its related freight transportation requirements from 
the late nineteenth century through World War II. Additionally, the Whittier Depot is 
significant under Criterion C as one of only eleven remaining depot structures 
constructed according to the Southern Pacific Standard No. 18 plan located in California. 
Of the other extant buildings, only the Whittier Depot is located in the southern 
California region. Further, the building is an excellent example of Stick style architecture 
applied to railroad depot design in southern California. Finally, Criterion Consideration 
B is met because the Whittier Depot is significant both for its architectural value ancl as 
the building most importantly associated with railroad transportation in the City of 
Whittier.

Whittier's Transportation History

By the early 1880s, southern California began luring thousands of Easterners and 
Midwestemers with dreams of health and wealth. The Southern Pacific Railroad had 
completed its lines to Los Angeles in 1876, and began a publicity campaign to entice 
people to "the land of milk and honey." During this time agriculture became the primary 
industry in California, and the "citrus culture" was extolled in promotional pieces as "a 
mode of agriculture totally suited to refined middle class growers." The citrus farmers 
were the new middle class, nurturing rural civility, an appealing and romantic image for 
many from the East and Midwest tired of the cold winters. In 1885, the Atchison, 
Topeka and Santa Fe rail line reached Los Angeles, and fierce competition erupted with 
the Southern Pacific Railroad. The ensuing railroad rate war was a great stimulus to 
westward travel, bringing 130,000 settlers to California from the East and Midwest in

3 The Whittier Depot was placed on the National Register of Historic Places in 1978. It was removed 
from the National Register in 1998 due to its move to a temporary location at 12202 Philadelphia 
Street. The building is now situated in its permanent location at 7333 GreenleafAvenue.
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less than three years. As a result, Los Angeles' population doubled, and new towns, like 
Whittier, were created in the valleys and coastal stretches of California.

In 1887, a small group of Quakers from the Midwest founded the town of Whittier with 
the first lots going on sale in May of that year. About 160 acres were designated for town 
lots with the remainder of Whittier being subdivided into five- and ten- acre parcels to 
accommodate small citrus groves. People immediately began to build homes and stores 
on their newly acquired property, and the Whittier community quickly grew. Whittier's 
rapid population growth in its first months prompted local businessmen to pay for a six 
mile spur track from Los Nietos (Norwalk) to Whittier in late 1887 at a purported cost of 
$43,000.4 A box car that served as the first depot was soon replaced in 1888 by the 
construction of a single-story combination freight/passenger depot. This depot, which 
was destroyed by fire in 1940, was located near the intersection of Evergreen Road (now 
Washington Boulevard) and County Road (now Whittier Boulevard). 5

Most of Whittier's early settlers were farmers who planted citrus and other fruit trees that 
were soon highly productive. Abundant fruit harvests led to the establishment of the 
Whittier Fruit Cannery in 1888 and the need to transport these products to distant 
customers via rail Although (he real estate boom of the 1880s had collapsed by 1890, 
strong demand for Whittier's citrus products prompted the construction of a larger, two- 
story passenger/freight depot serving Whittier (the subject property) by the Southern 
Pacific Railroad Company in 1892. Located between Hadley and Bailey Streets 
approximately one mile north of the site of Whittier's first depot, Southern Pacific's new 
Whittier Depot became the primary freight transportation point for local crops on their 
way to Chicago and the East Coast.

Rail service and the City grew concurrently, and by 1904, the Pacific Electric Railroad 
arrived in town. In 1907, a locomotive roundhouse with turntable was constructed near 
the Whittier Depot. By 1925, a separate Southern Pacific packing house and a larger 
turntable had been added to the depot complex. Until the end of World War II, passenger

4 William Church. City of Whittier Depot Task Force research.
5 Ibid. Referred to as the "Evergreen Station " on Sanborn maps, the depot was converted into a fruit 

packing house before being destroyed by fire circa 1940.
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traffic and the transportation of agricultural products, Whittier's main economic base and 
chief employer, kept the depot bustling. However, as other modes of transportation 
became more prevalent the importance of the railroad increasingly diminished.

The period of significance established for the depot is 1892 - 1945. 1892 is the year of 
construction of the current Whittier Depot and 1945 marks the end of World War II and 
the beginning of the postwar suburban boom. Following World War II, citrus grove 
removal and replacement with suburban houses began to occur with increasing frequency 
in the area. As the process accelerated with the postwar population explosion, which 
affected much of the Los Angeles basin, citrus packing houses throughout the region 
began to close. The combination of the local citrus industry's demise and the growing 
dominance of other forms of passenger transportation, particularly automobile and air 
travel, supplanted the previous strong demand for railroad freight and passenger service 
in the city. Therefore, the years between 1892 and 1945 represent the length of time 
when the depot was most closely associated with the agricultural development of Whittier 
and also the period when the city's population growth was a direct result of the Southern 
Pacific Railroad's access to Whittier via a branch on the main line.

Southern Pacific Standardized Depot Property Type

For Americans in the nineteenth century the railroad symbolized progress and hope. 
Tracks were laid and thousands of station buildings constructed to service the public's 
needs. Prior to the 1890s, depot design was informal, often prefabricated, and usually 
portable. However, at most locations the portable depot failed to meet customer needs 
and their expectations. In addition, the economic and civic pressures for larger, more 
functional and more attractive depots increasingly confronted the railroad carriers. The 
American railroad depot soon represented a community's gateway.

Since west of the 100th meridian rail lines frequently preceded population, railroad 
companies could not afford to erect expensive, architecturally distinctive, charming 
buildings in largely unsettled or under-settled areas. The most common method of 
providing inexpensive railway service to small communities was to adopt standardized 
plans for their depots. By the late nineteenth century standardized brand name consumer
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products were becoming common. Standardization came in diverse forms including time 
zones and dress patterns. Standardization similarly invaded American architecture. 
Decorative building elements for both interior and exterior use were easily ordered from 
scores of millwork factories. The railroad industry embraced standardization with great 
enthusiasm, which included their rolling stock (locomotives), couplers, signals, tracks, 
and related property types.6

The construction of "combination depots" proved to be the most common method of 
providing service to southern California communities. Such a structure sheltered 
passengers, freight, and train control under a single roof. Floor plans were usually simple 
with one end containing a waiting room while the middle area housed an office, nearly 
always with an attached bay window. The office provided sufficient space for the agent 
to do his bookkeeping work and perform services for the public. The end opposite the 
waiting room accommodated the freight section. Usually some type of wooden platform 
was attached to the freight house to permit the easy movement of bulky goods to wagons 
or trucks. Living quarters were usually provided to the on-site railroad agent by the 
construction of a second story over the waiting room/office areas. While there existed 
variations in this basic layout, most small towns had depot floor plans of this type, 
including the Whittier Depot.

While the competing Santa Fe Railroad had a variety of its own standard two-story 
depots with living quarters, the Southern Pacific was particularly attracted to this depot 
type. Committed to the economy and convenience of standard plans, the Southern 
Pacific drew up nearly a dozen plans for two-story wooden combination depots with 
living quarters. They were placed along its lines from Oregon to Texas, especially in 
California. The company erected large numbers of two comparable designs: the Standard 
No. 18 and Standard No. 22 types. The former appeared mainly between 1888 and 1892, 
a time of considerable line construction, and the latter from approximately 1899 to 1910. 
Henry E. Bender, Jr., the foremost student of Southern Pacific standard depots, has 
determined the primary differences between No. 18 and No. 22 type depots.7 The No. 18 
features a gabled roof with the gable facing the tracks. The Whittier Depot is an example

6 Lewis Atherton, Main Street on the Middle Border, pp.222-229.
7 Henry Bender, Standard-Design Depots. Manuscript in possession of author.
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of this type. The No. 22 has a gabled roof with the gable facing the freight room and a 
two-story squared gabled bay located on one side of the depot with its gable facing the 
tracks. The bay extends vertically from the central office to the upstairs living room. 
According to Bender, "the official name of each of [the standard] designs vanished in the 
smoking rains of the SP's general office building during the 1906 San Francisco 
Earthquake and Fire."8 The Southern Pacific Standard No. 18 and No. 22 plans 
creatively organized the second story apartment floor space with a living room (with bay 
window in plan No. 22), two bedrooms, kitchen, pantry, storeroom, and bath with toilet 
and tub. The nature of the structure also allowed for major modifications.9

The Whittier Depot, built according to Southern Pacific's Standard No. 18 plan, features 
a rectangular footprint with a two-story gabled section on one end and a long freight 
room on the other. Henry Bender's research indicates that of the 60 Southern Pacific 
Standard No. 18 depots constructed in California, only eleven are currently extant. 10 Of 
these, the Whittier Depot is the only one to be located in southern California. Further, the 
building is an excellent example of the Stick variant of Late Victorian architecture as 
applied to a railroad depot. A character-defining feature of the style represented in the 
Whittier Depot is the vertical and grid-like stickwork gracing the building's second story 
elevations. In 1894, a southern extension was added to the depot's freight room to 
provide fruit packing storage space for the nearby Whittier Fruit Exchange.

The Whittier Depot served as a train depot until the early 1970s when the Southern 
Pacific curtailed its local depot service. In 1978, the depot was placed on the National 
Register of Historic Places. The structure was rented by various industrial tenants during 
the years following the depot's closing. It then sat vacant and neglected until 1987 when 
Whittier's centennial activities sparked an interest in preserving and restoring the old 
building. In the 1980s, the redevelopment of the site on Whittier Boulevard between 
Hadley Street and Sorensen Avenue, which included the property where the depot stood,

8 Ibid.
9 Harold A. Edmonson, ed. Railroad Station Planbook. pp.33-39.
10 Henry Bender, Standard-Design Depots. Manuscript in possession of author. The eleven extant 

depots are located in Armona, Benicia, Danville, Esparto, Kingsburg, Livermore, Newman, St. 
Helena, Walnut Creek, Whittier, and Yountville.
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left the structure facing eviction or demolition. The City of Whittier assumed title to the 
depot in 1989, and moved it to a temporary location on vacant Union Pacific Railroad 
property in 1990 (12202 Philadelphia Street). The Whittier Depot was moved to its 
current location (7333 Greenleaf Avenue) on April 7, 2000 and underwent a multi-year 
rehabilitation that followed the Secretary of the Interior's Guidelines and Standards for 
Rehabilitating Historic Buildings (the Standards).

Today (2004) with the rehabilitation work completed, the Whittier Depot has been 
adaptively reused as the Whittier Transit Center and as a hub for bus transportation. The 
depot building is located within a parcel bordered by Greenleaf Avenue on the east and 
the Comstock Avenue alley on the west. Historically, the original orientation of the 
building was with the depot's two-story section pointing north and the one-story freight 
room pointing south. Railroad tracks were parallel to the east and west elevations. Since 
relocation, the building has an east-west orientation with the two-story depot section 
pointing east and the freight room pointing west. A parking lot is located along the north 
elevation and a public park is on the south side. Because the rehabilitation of the 
Whittier Depot followed the Standards, the building's historic integrity of design, 
materials, and workmanship was maintained. Although the building's new location is not 
identical to the original location in orientation or relationship to the original Southern 
Pacific railroad tracks, it nonetheless conveys the feeling and association to transportation 
in Whittier due to its new use as the Whittier Transit Center. Planned uses include 
increasing the building's role as a local transportation hub, installing a Transit Museum in 
part of the depot, and securing a locomotive and/or passenger rail car to place on tracks 
adjacent to the depot to further emphasize the building's railroad heritage.

Criterion A - Criterion Consideration B

The Whittier Depot appears eligible for listing in the National Register under Criterion A 
- Criterion Consideration B, for its association with Whittier's transportation history and 
its significant role in the overall economic development of the City of Whittier. The 
Whittier Depot is the single surviving building located within the City of Whittier that is 
most closely associated with the Southern Pacific Railroad and the economic growth and
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development of the City from the depot's construction in 1892 until the end of the 
Second World War when economic and transportation patterns rapidly changed. The 
early growth of Whittier was krgely a product of two interdependent historical patterns: 
the ability of the railroad to conveniently transport new settlers to the City, and the 
success of the citrus industry. The railroad's role in the citrus industry was particularly 
critical: it shipped the product to markets across the country rapidly, affordably, and in 
good condition. Therefore, the Whittier Depot is an important physical record of events 
that shaped the City of Whittier. during the building's period of significance, 1892 - 1945.

Criterion C - Criterion Consideration B

For its architectural value, the Whittier Depot also appears to satisfy Criterion C - 
Criterion Consideration B. During the late nineteenth century the Southern Pacific 
Railroad frequently used the architectural drawings associated with its Standard No. 18 
plan for depots constructed throughout California. The Whittier Depot is one of eleven 
remaining depot buildings constructed by the Southern Pacific Railroad according to this 
plan design located in California. Of the remaining buildings, only the Whittier Depot is 
located in the southern California region. Further, the Whittier Depot is a very good and 
rare example of Stick style architecture applied to railroad depot design in southern 
California. Though the building has been moved, it retains enough historic fabric to 
convey its significant architectural value. It also retains integrity of design, materials, 
workmanship, feeling, and association.



NFS Form 10-900-a QMS Approval No. 1024-0018 
(M6)

United States Department of the Interior
National Park Service

National Register of Historic Places 
Continuation Sheet

Section number 9 Page 1 Southern Pacific Railroad Depot, Whittier, Los
Angeles County, California

9. Major Bibliographical References 

PUBLICATIONS

Alexander, Edwin P. Down at the Depot: American Railroad Stations from 1831 to 
1920. New York: Bramhill House, 1970.

Berg, Walter G. Buildings and Structures of American Railroads: A Reference Work. 
New York: John Wiley & Sons, 1904.

Blumenson, John. Identifying American Architecture. New York: W.W. Norton & 
Company, 1989.

Cavalier, Julian. North American Railroad Stations. Cranbury, New Jersey: A.S. 
Barnes, 1979.

Coombs, Gary B. Goleta Depot: The History of a Rural Railroad Station. Goleta, 
California: Institute for American Research, 1982.

Gulp, Edwin D. Stations West. Caldwell, Idaho: Caxton Printers, 1972.

Droege, John A. Passenger Terminals and Trains. New York: McGraw-Hill, 1916.

Edmonson, Harold A., ed. Railroad Station Planbook. Milwaukee: Kalmbach Books,
1977.

Gebhard, David and Robert Winter. Architecture in Los Angeles. Salt Lake City, Utah: 
Peregrine Smith Books, 1985.

Grant, H. Roger. Living in the Depot: The Two-Story Railroad Station. Iowa City, Iowa: 
University of Iowa Press, 1993.



NPS Form 10-900-a OMB Approval No. 1024-0018 
(8-86)

United States Department of the Interior
National Park Service

National Register of Historic Places 
Continuation Sheet

Section number 9 Page 2 Southern Pacific Railroad Depot, Whittier, Los
Angeles County, California

Grant, H. Roger, and Charles W. Bohi. The Country Railroad Station in America. 
Boulder Colorado: Pruett Publishing Company, 1978.

Grenier, Judson A. A Guide to Historic Places in Los Angeles County. Dubuque, Iowa: 
Kendall/Hunt Publishing Company, 1981.

Hartig, Anthea. "In a World He Has Created, Class Collectivity and the Growers' 
Landscape of the Southern California Citrus Industry, 1890-1940." California 
History. (Volume LXXIV, Number 1, Spring, 1995): 100-111.

Lewis, Atherton. Main Street on the Middle Border. Bloomington: Indiana University 
Press, 1954.

Los Angeles County. National Register of Historic Places Inventory-Nomination Form. 
Completed by the Natural History Museum of Los Angeles County. Los Angeles,
1977.

Mac Gregor, Bruce. The Southern Pacific in California. March 12, 1979.

Marshall, James. Santa Fe, The Railroad that Built an Empire. New York: Random 
House, 1946.

McAfee, Ward. California's Railroad Era, 1850-1911. San Marino, California: Golden 
West Books, 1973.

McAlester, Virginia & Lee. A Field Guide to American Houses. New York: Alfred A. 
Knopf, 1990.

McWilliams, Carey. Southern California: An Island on the Land. Salt Lake City: 
Peregrine Smith Books, 1946, Revised 1988.

Meeks, Carroll L.V. The Railroad Station: An Architectural History. New York: Dover 
Publications, Inc., 1995.



NFS Form 10-900-a OMB Approval No. 1024-0018 
(8-66)

United States Department of the Interior
National Park Service

National Register of Historic Places 
Continuation Sheet

Section number 9 Page 3 Southern Pacific Railroad Depot, Whittier, Los
Angeles County, California

Pearce, Phyllis, and Claire G. Radford. Founders and Friends. Whittier, California: Rio 
Hondo College, 1977.

Phillips, Alice Mary. Los Angeles: A Guide Booh Los Angeles: The Neuner Company, 
1907.

Potter, Janet Greenstein. Great American Railroad Stations, New York: John Wiley and 
Sons, 1996.

Robinson, William W. Whittier. Los Angeles: Title Insurance and Trust Company, 
1955.

Sanborn Fire Insurance Company Maps - Whittier, California: 1894, 1900, 1907, 1912, 
1925, and 1928.

Stair, Kevin. Inventing the Dream: California Through the Progressive Era. New York: 
Oxford University Press, 1985.

Tobey, Ronald, and Wetherell, Charles. DThe Citrus Industry and the Revolution of 
Corporate Capitalism in Southern California, 1887-1944". California History 
(Volume LXXIV, Number 1, Spring, 1995): 6-19.

United States Department of the Interior. National Register Bulletin 15, "How to Apply 
the National Register Criteria for Evaluation." Washington, DC: National Park 
Service, Interagency Resources Division, rev, 1991.

Valdez, Rudy. Whittier. A Picture Postcard History. Whittier, California: Mondragon 
Press, 1987.

Whittier, City of. Whittier Historic Depot Fact Sheet. Whittier, California: City of 
Whittier, n.d.



NPS Form 10-900-a OMB Approval No, 1Q24-Q018 
(8-86)

United States Department of the Interior
National Park Service

National Register of Historic Places 
Continuation Sheet

Section number 9 Page 4 Southern Pacific Railroad Depot, Whittier, Los
Angeles County, California

NEWSPAPERS

"Old Depot Focus of Whittier Preservation," Los Angeles Times, Sept. 15, 1985, pt. IX, p. 
1.

"Whittier Sidetracks Demolition-Old Depot Gets New Lease On Life," Los Angeles 
Times, Nov. 10, 1985, pt. IX, p. 1, 5.

"Restoration Plans for Depot Include Move," Whittier Daily, August 6, 1998, p. Al. 

PUBLIC RECORDS

Record Search Request. South Central Coastal Information Center, California Historical 
Resources Information System. UCLA Institute of Archaeology, Los. Angeles, 
1998.

City of Whittier Building Permits, Planning Department, Whittier. 

City of Whittier Local Official Register of Historic Resources, 1998

City of Whittier Zoning Regulations: Division IV. Historic Resources, Chapter 18.84- 
Historic Resources.

CORRESPONDENCE

William Church (Save Our Depot), written correspondence sent to Diane Kane (Caltrans 
7), January 22, 1997.

William Church (Whittier Historical Society), written correspondence with Jan Ostashay 
(Architectural Historian), March 16, 2003.



NPS Form 10-900-a OMB Approval No. 1024-0018 
(8-86)

United States Department of the Interior
National Park Service

National Register of Historic Places 
Continuation Sheet

Section number 1Q_ Page 1 Southern Pacific Railroad Depot, Whittier, Los
Angeles County, California

10. Geographical Data

Verbal Boundary Description

The boundary of the Southern Pacific Railroad Depot, Whittier is shown as the dashed 
line on the accompanying sketch map entitled "National Register Boundary."

Boundary Justification

The boundary encompasses the area associated with the property's use as a transit center 
and includes the Whittier Depot building and associated freight landing platforms, 
concrete sidewalks surrounding the building, asphalt parking lots, a small public park, 
park furniture, lighting, and landscaping. Within the context of the City's transportation 
history, the Whittier Transit Center is an appropriate setting for Whittier's relocated 
Southern Pacific Railroad Depot. Additionally, the transit center's small public park 
serves as a contemplative setting for appreciating the depot building's architectural and 
historical attributes.



NPSForm10-900-a 
(6-66)

0MB Approval No. 1024-0018

United States Department of the Interior
National Park Service

National Register of Historic Places 
Continuation Sheet

Section number __ Page Southern Pacific Railroad Depot, Whittier, Los 
Angeles County, California

J
ALLEY .

COMSTOCK AVENUE

MAR VISTA STREET PARKING 
LOT

ALLEY

I 
I 
! 
I

™-^ 1

®
L

d
1

1

PENN STREET

3REENLEAF AVENUE

BRIGHT AVENUE

LEGEND
__.._.. NATION;

0 WHITTIE 

(2) PARKINC 

(3) PUBLIC

\L REGISTER BOUNDARY 

R DEPOT FOOTPRINT 

R DEPOT

PARK

H WHITTIF.R TRANSIT rF.NTF.R ^^^^^M
7553 GKl't-NI .f-AI- AVMNUI-. WJHTTmK ^^^BBBBBB^^

f-^N.
[^

mtff^Z
1 0. Geographical Data 

__.-_i____- Sketch Map



NPS Form10-900-a 
(8-86)

OMB Approval No. 1024-001Q

United States Department of the Interior
National Park Service

National Register of Historic Places 
Continuation Sheet

Section number Page _ Southern Pacific Railroad Depot, Whittier, Los 
Angeles County, California



NPS Form 10-900-a OMB Appmval No. 10244018 
(8-86)

United States Department of the Interior
National Park Service

National Register of Historic Places 
Continuation Sheet

Section number __ Page 1 Southern Pacific Railroad Depot, Whittier, Los
Angeles County, California

PHOTOGRAPH LOG

The historic photograph of the Southern Pacific Railroad Depot, Whittier is on file at the 
Whittier Museum, Photograph Collection, 6755 Newlin Avenue, Whittier, California.

Historic Photo #1, c.l896.
Whittier Depot. West and north elevations, looking southeast.

Historic photographs of the Southern Pacific Railroad depot in Danville, California and 
Guadalupe, California are photographic reproductions from "Living in the Depot: The 
Two-Story Railroad Station," by H. Roger Grant, p. 115 and p.35.

Historic Photo #2, 1940.
Danville Depot. Southern Pacific Standard No. 18 plan.

Historic Photo #3, 1974.
Guadalupe Depot. Southern Pacific Standard No.22 plan.

The photographic reproduction of a scanned photograph of the Southern Pacific Railroad 
Depot, Whittier at its temporary location at 12202 Philadelphia Street was taken by the 
City of Whittier in 1990. The original is on file at the City of Whittier, 13230 Penn 
Street, Whittier, California.

Photo #4, 1990.
Whittier Depot at its temporary site, prior to final move to Greenleaf Avenue. 
West and north elevations, looking southeast.

The photographic reproduction of a scanned photograph of the Southern Pacific Railroad 
Depot, Whittier during its move to 7333 Greenleaf Avenue was taken by the City of 
Whittier, April 7, 2000. The original is on file at the City of Whittier, 13230 Penn Street, 
Whittier, California.

Photo #5, 2000
Whittier Depot during its final move.
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Current Photographs of the Southern Pacific Railroad Depot, Whittier were taken by 
Peter Moruzzi, November 2003 at the Depot's location at 7333 Greenleaf Avenue, 
Whittier, California. Negatives are on file at the City of Whittier, 13230 Penn Street.

Photo #6
North and east elevations, looking southwest.

Photo #7
South and east elevations, looking northwest.

Photo #8
North and west elevations, looking southeast.

Photo #9
North elevation, looking south.

Photo #10
North and east elevations, looking southwest.
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