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Staple toleft side of form Oiginal  apartnents
DESRPTON

Date 1879-1886
Source atlasses
Style Italianate/Eclectic

Architect unknown
Setch Mp:  Drawnap showng property's | ocation

in relation to nearest cross streets and/ or Exterior V@l| Fabric brick, granite trim
eographi cal features. Indicate all buildings
tween inventoried property and nearest Qut bui | di ngs none

intersection(s).
I ndi cate north

My or Alterations (wth dates)
doors replaced; w ndows repl aced (1980s)

Condi tion Fair/Good

See attached nap. o
Mo no Cate DA

Acreage |ess than one acre
Setting at intersection inmxedresiden-

tial /fapartment /connerical area, sone

vacant |ots.
UWRFEENE 1Q) 7F£ S4QN/ AAg2ATn Recorded by Sarah Zinnernman wS Ceccaci
USGS QUADRANGLE WnrrPAtrAir NArth Quadrangle Organi zation MR Historiral rmrmssinn
SAE il MM Date August, 1985

QT



NATIONAL REGISTER CRITERIA STATEMENT (if applicable)

The "Willard Richmond" apartment block was one of the earliest apartment
houses built in the Main-Wellington-Chandler Street area, which, by 1900, was
Worcester's largest apartment district. A modest expression of the transition
from Italianate to Panel Brick styling, the building is a well-preserved and
early example of apartment block construction in Worcester. As such, the
"Willard Richmond" apartment block meets criteria A and C of the National
Register on the local level.

ARCHITECTURAL SIGNIFICANCE Describe important architectural features and evaluate In terms of
other buildings within the community.

The Willard Richmond Apartment Block is a modest four-story brick apartment
block built between 1879 and 1886. The building, which is square in plan with
a small inset jog in the southwest corner, is located at the corner of Austin
and Irving Streets just west of Worcester's central business district.

The building rises from a granite raised basement with segmental arched
windows to a granite water table. It presents two facades, both of seven
bays' width. On the north elevation, ornamental detail is focused in the
central bay. Above a shed-roofed entrance hood on the first floor are a pair
of round-arched windows surmounted by a two-story window bay with a
rectangular base, terra-cotta tile spandrel and round-arched upper section.
The west elevation is more irregular in appearance. It consists of seven bays

Conti nued
HISTORICAL SIGNIFICANCE Explain the role owners played In local or state history and how the
building relates to the development of the community.

Apartment construction in the Main-Wellington-Chandler Street area began in
the early to mid-1880s and continued into the early 20th century. During the
19th century, smaller concentrations of apartment buildings also appeared in
the Pleasant Street area to the north, around Lincoln Square to the northeast
and in the vicinity of Millbury Street and Quinsigamond Avenue to the east.
Extensive late 20th century demolition in the Chandler Street area has left
only a few early apartment blocks standing in the Main-Wellington-Chandler
Street area. The "Willard Richmond" and "The Russell" across the street at 49
Austin Street, both highly visible, are important reminders of the earlier
days of the neighborhood.

Like most Worcester apartment blocks of the period, its occupants were mostly
of the middle class. Many were boarders. Despite the fact that a large
proportion of the city's increase in population during this period was due to
foreign immigration, the occupants of apartment blocks in this area were
rarely newly-arrived immigrants. Although there was a high proportion of
Irish living in this section of Austin Street, the 1896 directory shows that
most of the building's occupants were not Irish.

Continued
B BLI G3RAPHY and/ or REFERENCES

atlases, maps, directories
clipping file (Wllard R chnond) WM
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I NVENTARY FORM GONITT NLATI ON SHEET Gonmuni ty: Form No.

MSSAHEETTS HSTARAAL. CKMISS ON Vér cest er 130-(S-2)
(fice of the Secretary, Boston

Property Nine'™ Austin Street
Wllard Rchnond Apt.

Indicate each itemon inventory formwhidi isbeing continued bel ow
ARCH TECTURAL SI GN H CANCE cont i nued

of irregularly spaced fenestration. Fomnorth to south these are arranged
wth tw ba¥s contai ning singlewndows, followed by tw bays of paired
wndows, a tifth bay of single wndows, a stairhall bay whose wndows are set
lower ad a final bay of paired wndows. The entrance on the west el evation
is contained wthinthe stairhall bay ad features a round-arched transom A

triangul ar brick parapet on a rectangul ar base i s centered on theroofline
above 'the central bay.

Widors on the first floor are rectangul ar inconfiguration wth granite sills
ad lintels. Soldier courses of brick are set between the wndons ad support
ggranlte string course. Second and third floor wndows are segnental arched

rest on granite sills. Round-arched wndows on the fourth 1 oor define a
deep cornice of ornanental brickwork. The round arches are set wthin doubl e
bands of brick and accented wth granite keystones. The spring of the arch
rises froma soldier course of brick circling the building. e the w ndovs
is adentillated frieze surnounted by a netal boxed corni ce.

In the 1980s, original wooden sash ves renaoved and replaced wth inappropriate
a umnums| i di n? sash. A the sane tine, the doors were repl aced. ere have
been o other alterations to the building, although a rehabilitation in accord

ance wth the Secretary of the Interior's Sandards for Rehabilitationis going
to take pl ace.

Staple to Inventory form at bottom



INVENTORY FORM CONTINUATION SHEET ennnuni ty: For mib:

MASSACHIETTS HISTORICAL CCMASSON \Wr cest er 130-(S-2)
Office of the Secretary, Bogon

Property Nane: A3 Austin Street
Wllard R chnond Apt.

Indicate each item on inventory foim viiich is being continued beow.

HISTORICAL SIGNIFICANCE continued

The "Willard Ridmaod' fir st appeared an the 1886 Worcede atlas as the
property of Willard Richmond, a dealer in real estate. Ridmond (1823-1916)
are to Worcede fran Rhade Idand as a young men. After a numba of years
in the tailoring business, he turned his interest to real estate. Tohis
credit is the congruction of numaaus Worcester buildings, including some of
the city's first "skyscrapers.” Heis best knoan as the developer land
near his hore at 86 Pleasant Street as "Ridimad Heghts' at the turn of the
century.

Architecturally, the "Willard Ridmaond® is a mades but well-preserved example
of transitional ltalianate/Pand Brick styling and a good example of the type
of apartment block congtruction that fir st begen to gppear in Worcete in the
early 1880s While the actual date of congruction the building is
unknown, stylistic evidence, primarily the use of terra-cotta tile, suggedsa
date in the early 1830s Naemaxthy features of the building are its use of
Italianate dements, such as its baxy shape, round-arched windoas and
rojecting cornice, in combination with Pand Brick enrichments and eclectic
enestration. In addition, it should be nated that the lack of ground floor
th_(()jr]efrogts indicates the exclusively residential nature of the "Willard
ichmond.”

Built before 1886, the "Willard Ridmand* is anayg the earliest identified
apartment blocks in Worcester. Othea recorded earlyapartment blocks include
the Radbinson and Shen Blodk (1884-85), the Hall Building (1887), the Boynton

and the Windsxr (1887-88). Like the "Willard Richmond®, all of these
are brick buildings in late Victorian styles.

Staple to Inventory form at bottom
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- Worcester Corset Compaty Keeper
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Keeper
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Attest
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WASO Form - 177 UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR
("R" Jun* 1984) NATIONAL PARK SERVICE

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES
EVALUATION/RETURN SHEET CFSY>Q P'7<S3

Richmond, Willard, Apartment Block (Worcester

MRA)

\I\/\A/AoggHgosli—?tTyS Working No.. CCI' 935
Fed. Reg. Date:
Date Due: [/ fY 7YYr— /
Action:

mi resubmission RETURN.

¢ nomination by person or local government REJECT.

CZ!' owner objection Ted"W*gency

O appea

Substantive Review: O sample EZI request O appeal CZI NR decision

Reviewer's comments:

Recom./Criteria.
Reviewer
Discipline
Date
see continuation sheet

Nomination returned for: .technical corrections cited below
.substantive reasons discussed below
1. Name

2. Location

3. Classification

Category Ownership Statu* Pratent U«a
Public Aoquitition Acceaibta

4. Owner of Property

5. Location of Legal Description

6. Representation in Existing Surveys

Has this property been determined eligible? *  yes * no

7. Description

Condition Check one Check one

excellent O deteriorated unaltered original lite
n good n ruin* altered moved date.
. fair O unexpoied

Describe the pratent and original (if Icnown) physical appearance

0 summary paragraph
* completeness

e clarity
« alterations/integrity
e dates

1 I boundary selection



8. Significance

Period Areas of Significance-Checic and justify below

Specific dates Builder/Architect
Statement of Significance (in one paragnpli)

im summary paragraph

Q completeness

Q clarity

mi applicable criteria

mi justification of areas checked

mi relating significance to the resource

e context

m] relationship of integrity to significance
mi justification of exception

e other

9. Major Bibliographical References

10. Geographical Data
Acreage of nominated property

Quadrangle name
UTM References

Verbal boundary description and justification

11. Form Prepared By

12. State Historic Preservation Officer Cartifleation
The evaluated significance of this property within the state it:

national state local
State Historic Preservation Officer signature

title date

13. Other

* Maps
* Photographs
» other

Questions concemihg this nomination may be directed to.

Signed Date Phone:

Commentt for any Imm may b» continued on an attached sheet
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The Commonwealth of M assachusts

Office of the Secretary of State
Michael Josgph Connolly, Secretary

Massachusdtts Historical Commission
Vdeie A. Tdmage

E.xecutive Director

Sate Historic Preservation Officer

September 30, 1985

Carol Shull, Keeper

National Register of Historic Places

Dept. of the Interior, National Park Service
P.O. Box 37127

Washington, D.C. 20013-7127

Dear Ms. Shull:

| hereby request that the Miltiple Resource Area nomnation to the
National Register for Wrcester, Missachusetts be anended to include the
fol | ow ng properties:

"The Russell", 49 Austin Street
Wl lard Rchnond Apartnent Bl ock, 43 Austin Street

As the designated State Historic Preservation Gfice for the National

Hstoric Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law89-665), | hereby nomnate

this property for inclusionin the National Register andcertify that it

has been evaluated according to the criteria and procedures set forth by

tlhe Il\htllonal Park Service. The evaluated significance of thssa properties
s local .

The pro[)erty hes been voted eli%ié?ll_e by the Sate Review Board. Qwers
were notified of pending State | ew d consi deration 30-75 days
before the neeting and were afforded the opportunity to conment. ~Conmerts
received to date are attached to the nomnation forns.

Valerie A Tad nageC

Executive Drector . _
Sate Hstoric Preservation O ficer
Massachusetts Historical Conmassion

VT dr
end osure

80 Boyldon Strest, Boston, Massachusatts 02116 (617) 727-8470 QU "[ 1986



