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1. Name of Property
historic name Curtis, Genevieve & Alexander, House

other names/site number

2. Location

street & number 1119 E. Westminster Avenue not for publication
city or town Salt Lake City vicinity

state Utah code uTt county  Salt Lake code 035 zip code 84105

3. State/Federal Agency Certification

As the designated authority under the National Historic Preservation Act, as amended,

| hereby certify that this X _nomination request for determination of eligibility meets the documentation standards for
registering properties in the National Register of Historic Places and meets the procedural and professional requirements
set forth in 36 CFR Part 60.

In my opinion, the property X meets does not meet the National Register Criteria. | recommend that this property
be considered significant at the following level(s) of significance:

national /7 statewide X~ cal

Signatifre of certifying official/Title Date

State or Federa! agency/bureau or Tribal Government

In my opinion, the property meets does not meet the National Register criteria.
Signature of commenting official Date
Title State or Federal agency/bureau or Tribal Government

4. NatiODfal Park Service Certification
hereby oertify that this property is:

. entered in the National Register . determined eligible for the National Register
determined not eligible for the National Register . removed from the National Register
it (explain:) i »

Ignature of the Keeper Date of Action
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5. Classification

Ownership of Property

(Check as many boxes as apply.) (Check only one box.)
private building(s)
public - Local district
public - State site
public - Federal structure

object

Name of related multiple property listing
(Enter "N/A" if property is not part of a multiple property listing)

N/A

6. Function or Use

Historic Functions
(Enter categories from instructions.)

DOMESTIC: Single Dwelling
DOMESTIC: Multiple Dwelling

7. Description

Architectural Classification
(Enter categories from instructions.)

LATE 19™ & EARLY 20™ CENTURY
MOVEMENTS:

Bungalow

Prairie School

Neoclassical

Category of Property

(Expires 5/31/2012)

Salt Lake County, Utah
County and State

Number of Resources within Property
(Do not include previously listed resources in the count.)

Contributing Noncontributing
3 buildings
district
site
structure
object
3 Total

Number of contributing resources previously
listed in the National Register

N/A

Current Functions
(Enter categories from instructions.)

DOMESTIC: Multiple Dwelling

Materials
(Enter categories from instructions.)

foundation: CONCRETE
walls: BRICK

roof: ASPHALT SHINGLE
other: AGGREGATE CONCRETE
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Narrative Description

(Describe the historic and current physical appearance of the property. Explain contributing and noncontributing resources
if necessary. Begin with a summary paragraph that briefly describes the general characteristics of the property, such as
its location, setting, size, and significant features.)

Summary Paragraph

The Genevieve and Alexander Curtis House, built in 1921, isa one-dory brick resdence located a 1119 E. Westminger
Avenue in St Lake City.! The Curtis House represents a unique interpretation of the bungalow housetype in Sdt Lake
City during the height of the bungdow period. The fafade is unusualy wide and features projecting wings flanking a
recessed porch. Stylistically, the house hes influences of two early twentieth-century movements: the Prairie School and
the Neoclassicad. The house was built as a single-family reddence. Beginning in 1939, the house was divided into
goartments, reeching its current configuration of five units in 1951. The main floor has two units and the basament hes
three units. The gpatment conversons ae historic and within the period of significance from 1921 to 1951, which
corregponds to the occupancy of the house by the Curtis family. The 0.40-acre parcd indudes two contributing
outbuildings: a brick two-car garage built in 1921 and an duminum-9ded three-car garage built in 1941. Brief
description of neighborhood The Curtis House retains excdlent historic integrity from the period of significance and isa
contributing resource in the Westmingter/Sugarhouse neighborhood of Sah Lake City. The houseis currently undergoing
a modes rehabilitation usng date historic preservation tax credits. .. ,-

Narrative Description

The footprint of the Curtis House is approximatdy 54 by 44 feet with wide primary feBade facing south. The houseis
twice as wide as atypica bungdow of the period. The central recessad porch is 25 feet wide and eech projectingwing is
145 feet wide. The houseis built on araised concrete foundation. The concrete porch deck fills the recessed entrance
between the wings. Concrete geps with a low concrete knee-wall ae in the center. The deck and dgps have bemn
painted red, and the deck hes a scored and textured surface. The larger gpatment on the main floor (#1119) is the only
unit acocessed from the front porch. Two basaments entrances with concrete dgpswere built under the projecting wings
in 1939 (wedt, goatment #1115) and 1941 (eedt, gpatment #1121). The entrances have black pipe rails. On the rear
(north) elevation, there are two original entrances. The center opening isa gradewith a pair of doors one leading up to
the main level (rear entrance for gpatment #1119) and one leading down to the third basament unit (converted to
goatment #1117 in 1951). Atthe eest comer of the rear devation isaraised concrete soop with pipe rail leading to the
sscond main floor gpatment (#1125, partitioned in 1951). Another basement entrance, similar to those on the primary
faBade, was added to the north end of the eest devation in 1951. The door leedsto a commund laundry room.

A high-quality fired brick isusad on all four devations. The multi-colored dark reddish-purple brick islaid in arunning
bond with raked mortar joints. The samooth brickwork contragts with window sills mede of aggregate concrete on all four
devations”™ There are four brick chimneystacks. The wide central chimney and the west eevation chimney connect to
interior fireplaces. The two chimneys on the rear elevation were historically usad by the kitchen gove and furnace inthe
besament mechanical room. The roof has a central hip with a ridgdline running eest-west—pardld to the dreet. Each

" Curent and historic records give 1115 through 1125 as the indudive gpartimant eddresses The edoress 1119 wss the origingl eddress
of the anglefamily houee iscondgantly usedin mod records 1t rameins the address of the larger main floor gpartmeant.

~ The combination of firedbrick and eggregete conarete wiss fairly common in St Lake City during this period; howeve, eggregate
oconarde anoats ware usLly usd only on the primary devaions
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projecting fafade wing features a ssoondary hipped roof with a north-south ridgeline. The roof is covered with asphdt
shingles. , , ..

The mog ient architecturd characteridic of the Curtis House is the front porch. The unusudly wide porch fegtures a
colonnade of eight Tuscan columns. The columns are pared front-to-back with engaged columns a the east and wes

ends There is an offset between the center and ed pairs. The columns support a smple cornice with scroll-shaped

ends The cornices support the dender exposad rafters, giving the porch the gopearance of apergola The decorative
dements of the porch are painted white, including the exposed rafters. The beeded board ceiling of the porch is painted
brown. The same paint is usad on the soffitsof the wide eaves Other features of the faBade include original Prairie

Schoal-gtyle lampswith milk-glass. The bands of windows on the projecting wings have non-historic meta faux shutters
(circa2000). - . - " . . S

With one exception, all of the exterior doors are original to the historic building phases The only non-historic door isa
circa 1980 replacement for the gpartment on the main level of the rear devation (#1125). As a single-family dwelling,
the house had three entrances on the main leve of the faBade. The main entrance is inthe center of the recessed porch. It
is athree-quarter glass, one-pand wood door with historic screen. Inthe west corner of the porch are two pairs of full-

glass French doorswith higtoric soreens. One pair faces south and the other pair faceseest. The basament doors on the
faBade are muhi-light, full-glass doors in openingsthat were formerly windows (west opening, 1939; et opening, 1941).
The two doors & grade on the rear (north) eevation ae haf-glass three-pand doorsthat are similar to the door for the
laundry room on the eadt devation (1921).

The windows are original except for those assodated with the amdler main-level gpartment on the eedt levation. Thee
ae vinyl one-over-one double-hung windows that match the original configuration (circa 2000). The centrd bathroom
window hes bemn filled with glass block (circa 2000). Due to fencing and foliage, these modifications are not eedly
visible from the dreet and do not impect the historic integrity ofthe house Mogt of the historic wood-sash windows on
the house are covered with a combination of wood sorm windows. Aluminum storm windows are used only on the reer
devation. The south eevation windows are vertical sSngle-pane windows in bands of four on each projecting wing. The
basament windows were enlarged for door openings during the gpartment conversions.  On the west elevation, the south
window is similar to the feBadewindows. The center window hes a large single paneflanked by vertical windows. The
north window is a st of three vertical windows. A second s of three is on the rear (north) devation a the west end.
The rear devation dso hes two pairings of double-hung windows. The a-grade doors have transoms with two vertical
paneseach. The basament windows mostly havetwo or three lights st in awood sash.

On the interior, the Curtis House hes 2213 square feet of goece on the main level. The main levd was divided into two
goatments in 1951. The larger two-bedroom gpartment uses the west two-thirds of the goece and incdudes all of the
public soeces of the original house. The main entrance and south-facing French doors leed to the large living room. The
hardwood floors ae in good condition. The interior woodwork is original and unpainted inthe main rooms. The primary
feature of the living room isthe fireplace on the north wall, which includes an extenson of built-in bookcases Thewood
mantel is original with smple pands and aclasscd comice. The sguaretiles on the surround and the hearth were more
recently replaced with larger tiles. A gasHfire insert was indaled a the sametime (circa 1995). On the west wall, there
isa pair of interior full-glass French doors leading to the room in the projecting west wing. This room was probably a
sunroom and is now a bedroom for the gpartment. The only door on the eest wall leedsto the other gpartment and is
intact but is currently locked and blocked by a bookcase onthe other side.

Also on the west dde of the house is a large dining room, accessed from the living room by a pair of full-glassfolding
doors. The dining room features a comer fireplace with a smple wood mantel. The squearetiles are original. Thereisa
ssoond bedroom in the northwest comer of the gpartment.  The bathroom facilities are divided between a sink-bathtub
room next to the bedroom and a toilet room acoessad from the hall on the other Sde of the kitchen The kitchen is
between the bedroom and hall. The kitchen has been updated with new tile and appliances, but the cabinets and hardware

 The reegon for this configuration is unknown, but the fmishes Sugget it dates to the original coistruction period.
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ae origina. There is a long hall with built-in cupboards ranning eest to west that once accessad the eest Sde ofthe
house, but is currently blocked by a partition wall. The back gair hal features historic beeded board on one dde. This
gpatment includes many higtoric features such as built-ins, heeting grates, a laundry chute and adumbwaiter opening.

The other gpartment on the main floor is smdler with one bedroom. The entrance leeds into the kitchen, which features
cabinetry from the 1951 converson. The bathroom was completely remodded circa 2000. The living room is in the
center and there is a bedroom in the projecting eest wing. Both rooms retain some origina woodwork. The three
begament gpartments have avariety of finishes dating from 1939 to the 1970s The wes gpartment isthe largest with one
bedroom. The center gpartment is dightly smaler and a the rear. It isthe only gpartment with interior acoess to the
laundry room. The esst gpatment is a Sudio with a kitchenette. The laundry room is in the northeest comer of the

The Curtis House dts on arectangular parcel of 044 acres. The dte dopes dightly upward to the eest. The front yardis
mogtly lawn with mature trees near the Sdewak. There is acentral split Sdewak leading to the front porch. Along the
wes dde of the property is an asphdt driveway bordered by low concrete retaining walls. The back yard is mostly paved
for parking in a combination of agphdt and concrete. The rear of the property is fenced with awhitevinyl fence(circa
2000). Inthe northwest corner of the property is a contributing garage built in 1921. Thistwo-car garage is congtructed
of the samebrick as the house It hes a sgquare footprint of 20 by 20 feet and an agphdt shingle-covered pyramidal roof
The current garage doors gopeer to be higtoric replacements for the original doors, which featured bands of multi-light
windows across the top (replaced circa 1951) The garage hes a haf-glass three-pand pededtrian door on the esst
devation as well astrio of multi-light windows (center blocked). The sscond contributing outbuilding is athree-car flat-
roof garage buih in 1941. The original wood siding is covered with duminum (circa 1990), but the ateration hes
minima effect and the origina siding can be sean on the interior. The garage has three bay openings, but no doors. The
eed Sde yard is surrounded by the vinyl fence and islandscgped with lawn and mature trees.

Because of its 9ze and architecturd features, the Genevieve and Alexander Curtis House is a landmark in the
neighborhood. The gpatment converdons have a minimal visual impact on the historic character of the house* The
neighborhood isamix of Victorian-era cottages buih within afew years of the Grandview subdivision in the early 1890s,
and later bungdow tract houdng infill. The Curtis House is an unusudly large bungaow and a unique example of a
high-end fusion of the Prairie School and Neoclassicd syles. It is in excdlent condition and a historic resource inits
St Lake City neighborhood.

With the two projecting wmgs the houee is often midiaken for a higoric duplex.
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8. Statement of Significance

Applicable National Register Criteria
(Mark "x" in one or more boxes for the criteria qualifying the property
for National Register listing.)

Property is associated with events that have made a
significant contribution to the broad patterns of our
history.

B  Property is associated with the lives of persons
significant in our past.

Property embodies the distinctive characteristics

Y of a type, period, or method of construction or
represents the work of a master, or possesses high
artistic values, or represents a significant
and distinguishable entity whose components lack
individual distinction.

° D _Property h_as yiel_ded, oris !ikely to yield, information
important in prehistory or history.

Criteria Considerations
(Mark "x" in all the boxes that apply.)

Property is:

A Owned by a religious institution or used for religious
purposes.

B removed from its original location.

C a birthplace or grave.

D acemetery.

E areconstructed building, object, or structure.
F acommemorative property.

G less than 50 years old or achieving significance
within the past 50 years.

Period of Significance (justification)

The period of dgnificance cova's the years that the property wes owned and ocoupied by Genevieve R. ad Alexander R

Curtis.

Criteria Considerations (explanation, if necessary) NA

(Expires 5/31/2012)

Salt Lake County, Utah
County and State

Areas of Significance
(Enter categories from instructions.)

EDUCATION
COMMERCE
ARCHITECTURE

Period of Significance

1921-1951

Significant Dates

1921, 1939, 1940, 1941, 1951

Significant Person
(Complete only if Criterion B is marked above.)

Genevieve R. & Alexander R. Curtis

Cultural Affiliation

N/A

Architect/Builder
Architect: Unknown

Builder: A. R. Curtis
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Statement of Significance Summary Paragraph (Provide asummary paragraph that includes level of significance and
applicable criteria.) . s : - -

The Genevieve and Alexander Curtis House, built in 1921, isaone-gory brick bungaow, located a 1119 E. Westminger
Avenue in SHt Lake City. The house is significant under Criterion B for its association with the accomplishments of
Genevieve and Alexander Curtis. The house was a single-family dwelling when built for the Curtis family and later
divided into gpartments within the period of significance between 1921 and 1951, a goen of thirty years during which
Genevieve and Alexander Curtis lived on Wesminger Avenue. These decades were their mogt influential and
productive years in the aress of Education and Commerce. Genevieve Rane Curtis was an educator who started her
caex a5 a kindergarten teacher. She was the first woman to sarve on the Sdt Lake City School District Board of
Education, where e saved three terms. She held prominent positions inthe PTA and severd teacher organizations.
For her work in education, the Curtis Elementary School in Sat Lake City was named in her honor. In additionto her
many accomplishments in education, Genevieve Curtisraised deven children and was named Utah Mother of the Year in
1957. Genevieve Curtiswas supported in all her endeavorsby her husiand Alexander Robertson Curtis. Alexander R.
Curtis was a prominent busnessman in the Sugarhouse area of St Lake City. He founded the Curtis Cod Company,
which was the largest cod distributor in the ate of Utah in the sscond quarter of the twentieth century. As one of the
largest dake holders in the Sugarhouse business district, Alexander R. Curtis gpeerheaded a major development project
that made Sugarhouse an important regiona shopping center in the mid-twentieth century,

The Curtis House is dso significant under Criterion C for its unique floor plan and as a rare example of an unusudly
wide bungaow in the Sugarhouse and Westminger areaneighborhoods. The houseis adistinctive resdence, not only for
its U-dhgped plan and sze, but dso for its unique blend of the Prairie School and Neoclassca styles. The bungaow wes
designed specifically to acoommodate the Curtis' large family and as an entertainment venue befitting their prominence
in the community a the time. 1t was built by Alexander Curtis and has excdlent historical integrity. Throughout their
lives, Genevieve and Alexander Curtis achieved prominence intheir respective fieldswhile supporting each other. Their
house on Wesminger Avenue isthe only building still intact that represents the shared contributions of Genevieve and
Alexander Curtiswithin the aress of significance: Architecture, Education and Commerce.

Narrative Statement of Significance (Provide at least one paragraph for each area of significance.)

The Genevieve and Alexander Curtis House is located in the Sugarhouse area of St Lake City dose to the historic
Wesminger College campus  The neighborhoods are located inthe southeest section of St Lake City outsde of the
origina city plats, in an area known as the Big Fidld Survey, which was divided into lots of five and ten acres™ There
were a few scattered homes built within the BigField Survey in the mid-nineteenth century, but most of the land was
used for agriculture. In the late ningteen centurj’, the southeedt portion of the Big Fiedd Survey was deveoped
extensvely and absorbed into the city. The origina survey is evident in the major thoroughfares through the area The
Curtis House is a few blocks from the intersection of 1700 South and 1100 Ead, two dreets that were surveyed as
dividersfor thefive-acresurvey.

" Sh Lake City was surveyed following a idedl city layout desgned by LDS church founder Josgoh Smith, and |ater adgpted by
Brigham Young. The plan, knoan asthe Fa of the City of Zion provided for aresdentia core surounded by farmland. The Big
FHdd Survey wes desgneted as egriculturd plots when it wes surveyed in 1848,
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A sdtlement-era sugar mill built on Parley's Cresk inthe 1850s near what is now the intersection of 1100 Eagt and 2100
South, gavethe areaits nickname, Sugarhouse”™ Sugarhouse was located a the confluence of the creek, a cand, a mgor
roadway, and later two railroads. The infrastmcture supported an early center of industry (mills, foundries, factories,
etc.) inthe mid-nineteenth centurj' and had athriving commercia budness district by the tum of the twentieth century.
The current Sugarhouse budness district, located south of the Curtis House, is the sucoessor to those early indudtries.”
The surrounding resdential neighborhoods remained semi-rural until 1888, the year Sdt Lake City passsd an ordinance
allowing subdivison deveopment. Numerous devdopers anticipating the tremendous urban growth, purchesed
extendve properties within the Big Field Survey and filed subdivision plats with the city. Between 1889 and 1927,
twenty-five subdivisons were platted in the Sugarhouse area :

Devdopers encouraged the extenson of eectric dregtcar lines into the Sugar House residentia arees. By 1891, there
was a linethat connected the resdents to downtown Sdlt Leke along 900 Eagt. Within afew years, linesaong 1100 Eagt
and 1300 Ead were dso extended. The mogt successful early subdivision development occurred neer these dregtcar
lines, with dower growth occurring in the more removed neighborhoods. By 1927, the year the lagt of the higtoric
subdivisons wes platted, nearly every home was within walking digance of a Sreetcar line.

In 1902, twenty-one acres & the comer of 1700 South and 1300 Eadt were doneted to the Sdt Lake Presbyterian College

for the congruction of a new college campus  The new campus was named Westminger College, and by 1928, four large
buildings were congructed. The presence of the college encouraged the early deveopment of the nearby neighborhoods

despite the dep terrain. After 1910, development increased in the neighborhood with many of the available lots filled by
tract bungaows, particularly dong 1100 East. During the 1920s, the dreats were improved and automobile ownership

increased.  Between the 1930sand the 1970s the neighborhood saw only scattered residential development, mostly multi-

family resdences. However, during this period, the Sugarhouse business district was modernized and became a mgjor
shopping destination for resdents throughout the Sdt Lake Valley. Inthe 1980s and 1990s arenewed interest inthe

Sugarhouse business district coupled with adesire for many resdentsto remain within the city limits became the impetus
for arevitaization of the many of the adjacent Sugarhouse neighborhoods.

Throughout thefive-acre plat lands in the late nineteenth century, there was a generd lack of zoning restrictions and
restrictive covenants  Subdivision development was completed piecemed, often leaving large parcds of undeveloped
land where the former agricultural property owners were reluctant to sell. In many neighborhoods, deveopment took
place over a long period resulting in a mix of house types and syles. The parcd where the Curtis House dts isan
example of uneven development. 1ts 0.40-parcd is much larger than usua because the property includes a portion of an
undevdoped farm parcd and sections of three lots within Block 9 of the Perkins T' Addition to the Grandview
Subdivison. The Grandview Subdivision, platted in April 1890, was & the time the sscond largest subdivision in the
Sugarhouse area

The first recorded deed to the parcd where the Curtis House is located was from James Bolton to James McGhie in
November 1881. The property was sold for $550 and included all of Lot 7, Block | A in the five-acre plat. James
McGhie and hiswife, Isabela Lindsay McGhie, were Scottish immigrants” By the time the Grandview Subdivisionwas
platted in 1890, the McGhie family had built a large adobe house facing 1100 Eadt, a sandler frame housefacing
Wesminger Avenue, alarge bam, and severd samdler outbuildings on the property »

* The name Sugahouse is often sean with the variant spdling SugarHouse, but gopears as a Sngleword is mogt higtoric records

" In 2003, the Sugathouse busness didrict hes bean documented in the Sugar House Business Didtrict Multiple Resouroe Ares,

Nationd Regder of Higoric Haoes Multiple Rropaty Documentaion Form, 2003,

* James McGhie (1834-1920) ad hiswife, Issbdla Lindsay McGhie (1833-1910) were married in Liverpool, Engand in 1858, a few

years prior to immigrating to Utahin 1861 They hed sx children.

" The adobe house usd the eddress 1856 S 1100 Eadt primarily, but aso 1843 South. The frame house used 1123 1127 or 1131 E

Wedminder Avenue for the address ad wes buih ner the dret. A building permit card for 1123 E. Westminder Avenue dated Uy
8
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Janes McGhie is listed as afarmer on the census enumerations, but he dso worked in awoolen mill. The frame house
was sold to John O. and Eliza Herrod in 1909. After Isabela McGhie's death, James McGhie sold the property to the
Adhton-Jenkins Company in 1913.° Whileon an LDS Church mission in Scotland, James McGhie met and converted
Janat Brunton Robertson.  Janet Robertson had been befriended by other members of the LDS Church, George ad
Catherine Curtis, who purchased tickets 0 Janet could leave her acoholic hustand and immigrateto Utah. Two of her
children, Alexander and Alice, camewith her." Alexander lived inthe Curtis household in Sugarhouse for many years
ad took the name Alexander Robatson Curtis. Alexander Robertson Curtis was bom on Sgptember 21, 1871, in
Glasgow, Scotland. In his bugness dedlings, he was known as A. R. or Alex R. Curtis. Among family members, he wes
cdled Alec.”

In January 1921, A. R. Curtis bought a large section of the McGhie property on Westmingder Avenue. One month later,
he dso purchased the property owned by the Herrod family making it one of the largest resdential parcds in the
neighborhood.  On September 8, 1921, A. R. Curtis obtained a building permit for a "one-gtory brick resdence and
garage’ to be buih a an edimated cost of $10,000. There was no architect listed. A. R. Curtiswas listed &s the builder.
The Curtisfamily hed lived inthe Sugarhouse areadnce 1903."

By 1890, Alexander R. Curtis was working as wool sorter inawoolen mill where George Curtis and JamesMcGhie dso
worked.”* He married Genevieve Raine on June 28, 1900. Genevieve Raine was bom in St Lake City on April 28,
1879, the daughter of John S Raine and Alice L. Decker Raine, a granddaughter of Brigham Young. Genevieve Rane
atended the Hamilton School in SAt Lake City and graduated from the LDS College. She was awarded a two-year
teaching certificate from a Presbyterian Church course and later received afour-year teaching certificate. She gpeciaized
in Kindergarten and & the age of saventeen, darted her own program in her mother's home with twenty pupils.* Se
taught school until her marriage.

Alexander and Genevieve Curtis had ten children, eight sons and two daughters, bom between 1901 and 1925. Inthe
ealy years of their marriage, Alexander worked as a grocer's clerk, a warehouseman, and atravel agent. In 1909, a
Genevieve's suggestion, Alexander Curtis founded the Curtis Cod Company with "only a borrowed horse and a second-
hand wagon."" For mogt of that time, the couple mede their home a 1808 S 1100 Eagt while Alexander Curtis built his
budness”™ The 1910 censusenumeraion ligs Alexander Curtis as acod and hay merchant. At the time, the couple had
five children: Elbert, Jess= Alice, Louis, and Katherine. The household dso included Irene Powell, an adopted daughter;
Genevieves mother, Alice D. Pitt, and a cousin. Bland Sorenson.

29, 1937 nated that the house wes repaired and moved. It ismay be the same building as the remodded house now st bedkfi-omthe
dret ad locaad on a sgparete parcd & 1127 E. Wedminder Avanue

His housea 185 S 1100 Eadt wes replaced in 1921 by ae of sevard tract bungdows probebly buih by the Adton-Jankins
Compary. At thetimeof his desth, James MaGhie wes living with a daughter just afew houses to the north on 1100 Eadt.
" Janat Brurtion Bullock (1844-1912) wes divorced from Alexander Robertson, who died in Scotland. Se married James MoGregor
ad later Havy Bullock. Se lived in Providenog, Uteh, inher later years Maother and son give various immigration clstes betwen
1830 ad 18 n the oaas eumaations Gaorge Curtis (1820-1900) and Catherine Curtis (1828-?) hed no children, but maintained
dosd tiesto the family of Alexander R Curtis.

Lindssy R Curtis compiler. Mother's Footdeps Biogrgphy of Ganeviere Raine Curtis, (Sdt Lake City, Utah: L. R Curtis,
Pubidas Res 1962).
" Reoords indicate thet John Orson Hearrad (1865-1931) and Eliza Meskin Harod (1865-1929) continued to live in the house until
Elizas deeth. Jdn O. Herrod's degth certificate uses the variant spling, Harrod.

The other houses ware on 1100 East 1801 E. 1100 Eadt hes ban dtered. A ssoond house aoross the dret (1798 S 1100 Eadt) wes
demdished drca 1990 The house d<o gopears with the address 1802 and 1808 in higtoric records

Jares ad |sabdla Lindssy McGhie gopeer to have maintained a familial connedion to Alexander Curtis family. One of James ad
Isabdlds children hed the middle reme of Curtis. Later Alexander and Ganevieve Curtis named ane of their sons Lindsay.
* Mother's Footsteps 61.
" St Lake Tribung Januery 24, 1999 23.
* The house wes damdished drca 1990.
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The 1920 canaus lists the family with three more sons, Ray, Dae and Lindsay. The lagt two sons, Marvin and LeGrand,
were bom after the censuswes taken. Irene Powell still lived with the family. She lived with the family for twelve years
and can be congdered the deventh child raised by Alexander and Genevieve Curtis. The census d<o listsasarvant in the
household, Maria Guttormson, an immigrant from Norway . .

As soon as the cod budnesswas established, Alexander R. Curtistook an activerole in the promotion and beautification
of the Sugarhouse budnessdidtrict. Asa member of the Sugarhouse Commercid Club, he led the efforts to petition the
city for improvements such as dectric lighting and pavement within the budness district.”®  Although one of severd
budness leedars in Sugarhouse in the first haf of the twentieth century, Alexander R. Curtis dands out because he
increased his property holdingsin the 1920s and 1930s, a the timemany of his colleagues were declining in influence.

After the completion of the house & 1119 Wedminger Avenue, the Curtisfamily lived there for three decedes During
that time, the cod yard grew from one building to a large complex in the Sugarhouse budness digrict™" The company
wes frequently noted as the "state's largest cod company."™ All of the sons worked & the coa yard & one timeor
another, making the upkeep of the house ahigh priority for their mother:

Genevieve kept an immeaculate house in spite of the many children and in spite of the fact that the living
came from labors a the cod yard. The back door of the house on Westmingter Avenue led into a small

) landing from which one could go upgars to the living quarters or downgairs into the basament and
laundry room, inwhich was found a shower. |1t dwayswas undergood by the boys, that upon returning
homefi"omwork a the cod yard, they mugt first go downgtairs to shower. Then after donning clean
dothes they would come upgtairs where aneat and tidy house awaited them™

The main floor of the Westminger House had alarge living room with fireplace and built-in bookcases Onthe west Sde
weas a large dining room and a sunroom. The home gpopeared frequently as a venue in the society pages for example
when Mrs. A. R. Curtis hoged a brida shower for Mary Lambat™ Mot often the lovely home was enjoyed by the
family members A. Ray Curtis had the following remembrance:

Ore of the fondest memories of home, particularly our Westminger home, wes the regular ‘home night'

that was 20 faithfully observed. Here was the place where unity and loyalty to each other as afamily was

taught. Here mother taught us love and respect for the church . . .. She taught us to be dean ad
;,  wholesome, tidy and well mannered.""

Genevieve Curtis made sure her home was welcoming as well as orderly. According to Lindsay Curtis, "the family ice-
cream freezer held eight quarts, but on some occasons had to be filled twice in a day to meat the soup-bowl-sze
helpings"' Genevieve Curtistended to the sck including her daughter Kathryn, who wes ill for many years until her
degth in 1926 a the age of gxteen. Genevieve's mother, Alice Decker Fitt lived with the family for many yearsuntil her
death in 1930. The 1930 canaus lists seven children still a home and a servant, Nelda Avery. Alice Curtis Chrigensen

" St Lake Tdegram, Novamber 30, 1910.

Family souroces date Curtis garted the cod compary in 1909, The city directories lig an A. R. Curtis Hay Gampary in 1907.
Bawem 198 ad 1913 heisliged asthe genard menega of Granite Codl & Feed and Highland Cod & Fesd. The busness moved
from 1140 E. 2100 South (former 12¢ Sre/Sugar Avenue) and 2211 S 1100 Bt (now known as Highland Drive) aound 1915, Al
buildings essodated with the Curtis Codl Compery were damdlished betweal the 1980s and 1990s
N Sah Lake Tribune, Januery 24, 1969. 23.

Mother's Footsteps, 27.

Salt Lake Telegram,'Noyemher \8, \93&.

Mothe's Footgeps 31.

Ibid, 29.
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remembears that her mother dways tregted the family'slive-in servants with respect and never called them "maids. o
Through the depresson years, Alexander and Genevieve Curtis gave generoudy and nearly dways anonymoudy to their
neighbors in need.

Genevieve Rane Curtis achieved significance primarily in the area of Education. She weas active in education al her life,
but her grestest achievements took place while ghe lived on Westmingter Avenue. In 1933, Genevieve Curtis overcame a
generd animosgity from teachers to organize the first PTA a Irving Junior High School. The organization was
successful that Genevieve weas asked to sarve as presdent of the SAt Lake Council of the PTA, which she did for four
years. She hdped organize the PTA innumerous SAt Lake schools and saw all forty Salt Lake schoolsjoin the National

Congress of the PTA. During her presidency, de initiated a lunch program for underprivileged children, a revolving
fund to purchase eyeglasses and dhoes for 600 neady children. Genevieve Curtis sponsored a "Teacher's Day" in the
city schools  This tribute to schodl teechers was made a gate-wide proclamation by Govemor Henry H. Blood. She
often lectured and gave radio addresses on behdf of the PTA. Louise Benz, ateacher & Irving School, describe PTA

Presdent Curtis as "dynamic, thoroughly dedicated, well-informed and efficient” adding that e goend "many years in
self-sacrificing devotion to the causeof education inour city." :

In 1940, Genevieve Curtis was asked to be a candidate for the SAt Lake City Board of Education, She was the first
womean to run and be dected to the board. She sarved on the Board of Education for fourteenyears. Her son, Lindsay
Curtis, described her contributions to the board in the following tribute: . ey

Asa member of the Board of Education Genevieve was dways a peacemaker. In her quite, fluent and
friendly way she was usudly the arbiter in debates and often was the one who brought forth congenia
compromise. She maintained a quiet dignity, reserving her comments for the gppropriate time. Then
with well chosen words backed by facts and figures, she made her point/™*

As a mamber of the Board, Genevieve Curtis gponsored programs to teech lip reading for the hard of hearing, home
tutoring for shut-ins, hogpital dasses for polio victims, spesch thergpy, and what today is known as Specid Education
dases Se saved on the following committees Purchasing, Teachers Retirement, Co-Chairman of the Teecher and
School Work, and Chainnan of the Specid Education Committee. She put forth the first recommendation to have a St
Lake City school named for awoman: Mary Jane Dilworth, the first teacher in Utah.

Dr. M. Lynn Bennion, Superintendent of Seh Lake City schools, paid tribute to Genevieve's service on the Board of
Education: "Mrs. Curtis had a power of great appreciation and the ability to ingpire people with whom de camein
contact. She was optimistic, forward-looking and gave fine, constmctive recommendations in her capacity on the Board
of Education."' Within two years of her retirement from the Sdt Lake City Board of Education, Genevieve Curtis wes
honored by the school district with anew dementary school named in her honor. The Curtis Elementary School, located
a 1425 Foothill Drive, was dedicated on Febmary 9, 1956/° A letter sent to Genevieve Curtisin 1956 paid the following
tribute: "What a wonderful tribute to have a school named for you and | do want to ssy congratulations. 'Y our motto
'love of youth and an absolute faith intheir ability to carry on' will live inthe minds of every child that will attend the
schoal "

Genevieve Curtis received numerous honors for her sarvice to the community. In 1957, she was sHected from twelve
finalists Utah's Mather of the Year. The honor included atrip to New York City for the American Mother of the Year

" lbid, 26.
N Quated in Mother's Footdeas 63-64.
Ibid, 66.
2 Ibid, 71
The CurtisHementary Sdhod wes demdlished in the 19805 for the Foathill Village shopping center.
Mother's Footdeps 67.
11
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competition. The mother of ten was honored as a"civic leeder as well as a mother and homemaker” in an aticle inthe
Deseret News The article quoted Genevieve Curtis giving "much of the credit for her success to the support and
encouragement received from her husband.” The tribute a0 noted her sonsand daughtersall hold important podtionsin
the civic and socid life of their communities" ™ . ;

On February 28, 1956, Genevieve Curtis was among seven women inducted into the Sdt Lake Council of Women's Hall
of Fame acaremony that took place every five years. Genevieve Curtis was honored as the "only woman to be dected to
the Sdlt Lake City Board of Educetion . . . pagt presdent of the Seh Lake City PTA" and as a "Mother of 10 children
[who] dtill found time for LDS Church and civic work."™ Genevieve Curtis sarved on the govemor's Advisory
Committee of Liquor and agovernor's committee to investigate hospitals.

In 1962, Dr, Lindsay R. Curtis completed a biography of his mother's accomplishments.  The book, titled Mother's
Footgeps Biography of Genevieve Raine Curtis, dso highlighted the "team effort" of Genevieve and her husband Alec
in their regpective accomplishments.  As their children grew older, Alexander and Genevieve Curtis began converting
their large home to gpartments. Alexander Curtis was listed as the builder for the first basament gpatment added in
1939. Ray Rafson was the builder for the sacond basament gpartment added in 1941. The city directories indicate that
married sons were the earlies occupants of the basament gpartments while the main family lived upgars™ In 1950,
Alexander and Genevieve Curtis had anew home built in eest Sugarhouse a 2156 Parley's Tarace™ They probably left
the Wedmingder house just before a building permit was obtained in June 1951 to convert the upper floor to a duplex™
The builder for this remodd was Kendrick Smith. . .

Alexander R. Curtis supported his wife and family as a cod merchant for fifty years but he mede other significant
contributions to the community in the area of Commerce. While living in eest Sugarhouse Alexander R. Curtis was
involved inthe transformation of the Sugarhouse business district into an important regional shopping center inthe mid-
twentieth century. The retail devdopment was the culmination of a ten-year plan that began in 1943, when Alexander
and Genevieve formed a partnership with their sone™ The company wes later incorporated as the A. R. Curtis & Sons
Company. The company was the primary developer in athree-million dollar shopping center & 2177 Highland Drive/™
An articlein the St Lake Tribune described Alexander R. Curtis as a"leading spirit, apioneer in Sugar House busness'
and his project as "the result of the vision and faith of one man, backed by his eight sonsand a son-in-law."™ Today,
dthough the Sugarhouse business district hes been updated, the infrastructure and many of the buildings condructed
during Alexander Curtis 75-year involvement in the community remain.

The Wesminger Avenue house, converted to an gpartment complex, continued to be owned and maintained by the Curtis
family. Alexander R. Curtis desded the property to Genevieve R. Curtisin 1946. In 1959, Genevieve R. Curtis deaded
the property to the Curtis Cod Company. Alexander R. Curtis died on January 22, 1966. At the time of his death,
Alexander R. Curtis was sarving as the patriarch of three LDS church stekes Genevieve Raine Curtis died threeyears
later on duly 20, 1968. She wes active in community affairs, particularly education, until the time of her degth.

" Deset New, March 31, 1957.
" Seh Lake Tribung January 12, 19658,

Non-family mambas do oocoupied the gpatmattsin the 1940s  The Curtis family dso rented out the resdence & 11231127
Wesminder Avenue
" Thehouse a Parley's Tarace hes been enlarged and remodded twice (drca 1975 and dirca 1990). 1t no longer resamies the house
that the Curtis family built. Although, Genevieve Curtis recdved these honars while living & her final home the work wes modlly
compleed while the family lived on Wesminder Avenue

There does not gopesr to be a sgparate building parmit for the third besamant gpartment, but the city directories lig five househdds
in the 1980s

Mother's Foodeps 152

The project co-devdopa's were the Magna Investmant & Devdopmant Compary ad the Pgpanikdas Brothers The devdgpment
wes desgned by a prominent St Lake architect ofthe time. Sack Whibum.
" St Leke Tribune May 10, 1953,
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Although the property hes been primarily a rental dnce 1951, the architectura integrity hes never been compromised.

The building is significant in the area of Architecture as a unique example of the bungadow type with a hybrid of the

Prairie School and Neoclasscal styles. The bungdow style was ubiquitous in Salt Lake City neighborhoods between

1910 and 1925. The Sugarhouse areais particularly known for its concentration of large tracts of bungaow subdivisons.

The Curtis House is unique because the vagt mgjority of bungaows built in the area were congructed by builders as

traditional tract-housing stock. The typica Sugarhouse bungalow features a half or full-width porch aong the narrow

gde facing the street. Most are modest two-bedroom/one bathroom homeslessthan 2,000 square feet. The Curtis House

was among a rdatively smal number of individualy-designed upscale bungdows with large interior rooms for

entertaining, butler pantries, and other amenities. The house was desgned specifically to meet the nesds and tastes of
Alexander and Genevieve Curtis. The exceptionally wide symmetrical faBade of the Curtis House with itsflanking wings
and Neoclasscd-gyle porch isalandmark in the neighborhood.

The property was s0ld to Scoit and Helen Davies in August 1969. Inthe late seventies, it was sold to Bob and Diane
Jones Bob Jones sold the property to Thomes C. Rugt in 2002, who sold to the current owners, Edwin Iversen ad
Krisgen Rogaslversen in 2007. The former Curtis house has remained a successful renta property, particularly for
dudents of Westminger College. Edwin and Kristen Iversen are currently rehabilitating the house. They have plans to
retum the main floor to a single-family resdencein thefuture.

The Genevieve and Alexander Curtis House represents the accomplishments of Genevieve Raine Curtis and Alexander
Robertson Curtis in Architecture, Education and Commerce Alexander R. Curtis was a successfiil cod merchant inthe
Sugarhouse bugness district and as abudness leeder guided many civic improvements in the area. Asadeveoper, the A.
R. Curtis & Sons Company transformed the Sugarhouse busness district into amajor regiona shopping center. His wife,
Genevieve Raine Curtis, aformer kindergarten teacher, was the first woman to be dected to the Sat Lake City Board of
Education, where e sarved for fourteen years. Widely recognized for her accomplishments in education, Genevieve R.
Curtis held numerous gtate and loca leadership positions. Alexander and Genevieve Curtiswere the parentsof eight sons
and two daughters, plus a foster daughter.  The Curtis family lived inthe house a 1119 Wesminger Avenue for three
decades, baween 1921 and 1951, which represents the couple's mogt productive years. The Curtis House is the only
building representing Genevieve and Alexander Curtisthat retains historic and architectura integrity.

Developmental history/additional historic context information (if appropriate)
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preliminary determination of individual listing (36 CFR 67 has been
requested)

previously listed in the National Register

previously detennined eligible by the National Register

(Expires 5/31/2012)

Salt Lake County, Utah
County and State

Primary location of additional data:

X State Historic Preservation Office
Other State agency
Federal agency
Local government

designated a National Historic Landmark University
recorded by Historic American Buildings Survey # Other o
recorded by Historic American Engineering Record # Name of repository;
recorded by Historic American Landscape Survey #
Historic Resources Survey Number (if assigned):
10. Geographical Data
Acreage of Property 0.40 acres
(Do not include previously listed resource acreage.)
UTM References
(Place additional UTM references on a continuation sheet.)
1 7 427500 4508860
Zone Easting Northing Zone Easting Northing
Zone Easting Northing Zone Easting Northing
Verbal Boundary Description (Describe the boundaries of the property.) AUM.

BEG 125 FT E FR SW COR LOT 7, BLK 1A, FIVE AC PLAT A, BIG FIELD SUR; N 120 FT; E 114 FT; S 154 FT; W 114
FT; N 34 FT TO BEG. (Also recorded in Perkins | " Addition, Block 9, Lots 15-16. Property tax number: 16-17-411-018.;

Boundary Justification (Explain why the boundaries were selected.)

The current legal description of the property is identical to the historic legal description within the period of significance.

11. Form Prepared By

nameltitle Korral Broschinsky, Preservation Documentation Resource

organization prepared for property owner date June 17, 2010

street & number 4874 Taylors Park Drive telephone 801-913-5645

aty or tomn Taylorsville state Utah zip code 84123
emal
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Additional Documentation
Submit the following items with the completed form:

» Maps: AUSGS map (7.5 or 15 minute series) indicating the property's location.

A Sketch map for historic districts and properties having large acreage or numerous resources. Key all
photographs to this map. >

* Continuation Sheets

* Additional items: (Check with the SHPO or FPO for any additional items.)

Photographs:

Submit clear and descriptive photographs. The size of each image must be 1600x1200 pixels at 300 ppi (pixels per inch)
or larger. Key all photographs to the sketch map.

Nameof Propaty:  Curtis, Genevieve & Alexander, House
City or Vicinity: Sat Lake City

County: Sat Lake .. Sate: Utah
Photographer: Korral Broschinsky

Date Photographed:  January 2010, April 2010

Description of Photograph(s) and number:

Prints
PhotoNo. 1:

South eevation of house. Camerafacing north.
Photo No. 2:

South devation, front porch detail, doors Camera facing wed.
Photo No. 3:
6. South and west devations of house Camera facing northead.
Photo No. 4:
6. South and eas devations of house Camera facing northwes.
Photo No. 5:
6. North and wes devations of house Camera facing southeed.
Photo No. 6:

6. North and esst devations of house. Camera facing southwest.
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Photo
6.

Photo
6.

Photo
6.

Photo
6.

Photo

Photo

Qupplemental (digital images an CD-R only)

Photo No. 13:

6. South devation with view offrontyard. Camera facing northwes.

Photo No. 14:

6. South and west devations with view of driveway. Camera facing northeed.
Photo No. 15:

6. South elevation, front porch, pergola detail. Camerafacing north.

Photo No. 16:

6. South devation, front porch detail. Camera facing northeed.

Photo No. 17:

6. South devation, basement apartment, entrance detail. Camera facing eed.
Photo No. 18:

6. Interior, front door detail. Camera facing esd.

Photo No. 19:

Photo No. 21:

6: Marih ) saeH RIPHipIR G BPUBavida i gf istsiedes. Camerafacing southwest.

0,
Photo No. 20: sl

6. North eevation of house. Camerafacing southwest
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Photo No. 22:

6. South and eest devations of garages with view of parking area. Camera facing northwest.

Photo No. 23:

6. Interior, living room withfireplaceand hall detail. Camera facing north.
PhotoNo. 24:

6. Interior, living room, doorsto porch and sunroom. Camera facing southwes.
PhotoNo. 25:

6. Interior, kitchen, cabinet detail. Camera facing north.

Photo No. 26:

6. Interior, bathroom. Camerafacing eedt.

Photo No. 27:

6. Interior, garsto rear entrance. Camera facing north.

Photo No. 28:

6. Genevieve Raine Curtis Park in Sdt Lake City. Camerafacing northeest.

PriofeeNy. Q@ner:

G.ompleteGanitviee RaneCaitie B0 ptafde detail. Camera facing eedt.

name Kristen Rogers-lversen & Edwin Iversen

street & number 3562 E. Eastcliff Drive telephone 801-274-3868
cityortown Salt Lake City state Utah  zipcode 84124

Paperwork Reduction Act Statement: This information is being collected for applications to the National Register of Historic Places to nominate
properties for listing or determine eligibility for listing, to list properties, and to amend existing listings. Response to this request is required to obtain a
benefit in accordance with the National Historic Preservation Act, as amended (16 U.S.C.460 et seq ).

Estimated Burden Statement: Public reporting burden for this form is estimated to average 18 hours per response including time for reviewing
instructions, gathering and maintaining data, and completing and reviewing the form. Direct comments regarding this burden estimate or any aspect of
this fom to the Office of Planning and Performance Management U.S. Dept. ofthe Interior, 1849 C. Street, NW, Washington, DC.
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TO: Carol Shull, Keeper,
National Regiger of Historic Places

FROM: Cory Jensen, National Register Coordinator
Utah State Historic Preservation Office

SUBJECT: National Register Nomination

The following materids are submitted on this day of 2010.
for the nomination of the Genevieve & Alexander Curtis House
to the National Regigter of Historic Places
1 Original National Register of Historic Placesnomination form
Multiple Property Documentation form
12 Photographic Prints
17 Photographs (supplemental image fileson CD-R)
J Gold Archival CD-R w/Image Files& Nomination PDF
J Original USGSMap(s)
Sketch Map(s)/Figure(s)
Fieces of Correspondence
Other

COMMENTS: Pess=review

For questions please contact Cory Jensen at 801/533-3559, or cotyjensen(“utah.gov

SSATE
e X

HISTORIC PRESERVATION
RESEARCH CENTER & COLLECTIONS, 300 S. RIO GRANDE STREET SALT | AKE CITY, UT 84101-1182 TELEPHONE 801 533-3500 ¢ FACSIMILE 801 533-3503 « HISTORYUTAH.GOV



