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INVENTORY FORM CONTINUATION SHEET Ca Ce '

nmunt ty: Form No:
MASSACHHBEETTS HISTORICAL CONSSION Canpri dge, Mass. ocC
Office of the Secretary, Boston Caﬂg” gae, N H

Property Nane: Ganbridge Gonon

Architectural Significance

Cambridge Cormm is an almost completely flat triangular piece of land
enclosed within a granite post andrail fence, Unlike Boston Common, it has
no variation in topogrpahy and no water. It is anchored visually by several
churches: First Church, Unitarian (1833, Isaiah Rogers), a wooden Gothic
Revival church, the exterior of which is in original condition, except for the
absence of finials around the spire; Christ Church (1760, Peter Harrison), a
simple wooden building with arched windows and a Doric frieze, intact with the
exception of two bays that were added in 1857 to lengthen the building; and
the Harvard Epworth Methodist Church (1891, A. P. Cutting), a Richardsonian
stone church which ties the North Yard of Harvard University to Cambridge

C ommon.

Just outside the district lies H. H. Richardson's Austin Hall (1881-1883, NR
1973). With its triple arched porch, cylindrical stair tower, and flanking
wings, Austin Hall is a particularly satifying and balanced composition. The
exterior polychromy and sculptural detail are also striking. Austin Hall was
designed to align with Homes Place, a street that no longer exists (see map),
in order to be seen from Harvard Square. At right angles to Austin Hall is
the porticoed, Greek Revival Gannett House (1838, S. Pomeroy), which also
originally faced toward Harvard Square. It was reoriented in 1938, when the

Gymnasium (1878-1880, Peabody and Stearns) was torn down to be
replaced by Littauer Center, a monumental, neo-classical structure designed by
Coolidge, Shepley, Bulfinch and Abbott, apparently inspired by Charles
Bulfinch's Massachusetts General Hospital (1818). Along Massachusetts Avenue,
the Queen Anne Hastings Hall (1888, Cabot and Chandler) and the present
Hemermay Gymasium (1938, Shepley, Bulfinch, Richardson and Abbott) form an
open quadrangle facing the Common. Because it is less than 50 years old,
Hemingway Gymnasium, a brick building that forms a quadrangle with Hastings
Hall, is considered noncontributing at the present time.

Representing the nineteenth century residential character of the Cambridge
Camm is Farwell Place. Adead end street, Farwell Place is connected to
Cambridge Gommm by a pedestrian way running between the Burying Ground and
Christ Church. Six houses of similar scale and character make up this
enclave. The James Read House, 15 Farwell Place, was built about 1772 for a
family of tanners who were active in the Revolution, and is one of Cambridge's
few surviving Patriot homes of the Revolutionary period. Although a modest
house, it posseses an imposing ornamental door frame derived from an
eighteenth-century English patternbook. In addition to the door frame, the
window casings are nearly all original, as are its three-run stair and basic
room arrangement. The house formerly stood at 55 Brattle Street. The John
Nichols House, 11 Farwell Place, was built in 1827 by Oliver Hastings, an
important local housewright. The Nichols House is one of Cambridge's few
remaining bow-fronted dwellings of the period. It is an excellent example of
the late Federal vernacular with its facade, porch entrance-door, staircase,
(continued)

#. ~aple to Inventory form at bottOm



INVENTORY FORM CONTINUATION SHEET Conmunity: Form No:

MASSACHUSETTS HISTORICAL CCM€SION Cambridge MRA O.C. Z/
Office of the Secretary, Boston | 4

Property Name Cambridge Common

_ DA Tty - _ _ Historic District
Indicate each item on inventory form which is being continued beow.

Architectural Sgnificance (cont'd) ~ ' : «- >
mantel and many w ndow frames, al loriginal. Hastings himself ownedt he
house until 1867, when i twas acquired by Dr. John T.G Nichols, whose
fam |y owned i twell into thetwentieth century. The Nichols House ori-
ginally stood at 63 Brattle Street. At 14-16and 18-20Farwell Place are
a pair of simple Greek Revival double houses (c. 1850). Notable features
include side entrances, gable returns and a plain fascia. The design >

lacks pilaster capitals. The Bracketed Italianate double house at

10-12 Farwel | Place (c. 1870) displays paired entrances with sidelights,
wi ndow frames suggestive of drip moldings, anda | owhi proof supported by
simple paired brackets. Finally, 22-24 Farwell Place (c. 1875)i s a
gambrel -roofed Queen Anne house that was altered c. 1925t oinclude a
Georgian Revival style entrance and wi ndows.

Several apartment houses were built around the Coomon aftert he
subway was constructed i n1913. The best of these arethebuildings at
the intersection of Waterhouse and Garden Streets designed by the Ne
prolific local firmof Newhall & Blevins. 2\

Historical Significance -y’
The Canbridge Common represents t heremaining portion of t hecomron

| ands originally extending north t oLinnaean Street and beyond, set aside

for public usei n1631. The Common becane t hesite of annual elections

for thegovernor of thecolony i n1636.
" - v The "Path" from e

Charl estown to Watertown which crossed the Cormmon from Kirkland to Mason ;
Streets was the first way to the west in the Massachusetts col ony and
followed an earlier Indian trail.

The Common was diminished i n1724 when t he northern portion was
subdivided into parcels andthenorth boundary was noved back from Linnaean
Street t oWaterhouse Street, a decrease from eighty-six t oabout sixteen
acres. Roadways divided thearea, but houses and shops were soon built
around the new boundary and a rowof elns was planted c. 1700 al ong ,
Garden Street, sothat thelimts of the Coomon were defined and space ..
enclosed. This sense of enclosure was reinforced by Christ Church, a ,
school house, and other buildings after 1760. A boundary adjustment
occurred at this time when a | ot of t he common | ands was purchased and =« -
another strip of land from t he common | ands was added t ot he Burying G ound
to straighten t heboundary. The Proprietersof t hecomon |ands conveyed
the Coomon t ot hecity 1 n1769 f oruse as a training field, i n apparent
anticipation of comng hostilities. o [ See

, Cont i nued

Staple to Inventory form at bott(Tn
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I NVENTCRY FCORM CONTI NUATI ON SHEET Ccaiaiunity: Form No:

Cambi Mass
. MSSACHLEETTS H STCR QU GOMM'SSI ON Cambridge MR" 0.C. y
Office of the Secretary, Boston N T 4

Property Name Cambridge Common

Indicate each itemoninventory formwhich is being continued bel ow,

Historical Significance (cont'd)

The Common was the headquarters of George Washington's continental
army in 1775-76, with barracks for the soldiers located in the west corner.
Afterwards, the Common was still an open field of uneven topography with
narrow roads crossing the area. After constructionof the Wst Boston
Bridge in 1792 andthe Craigie Bridge in 1809, the area became a busier
intersection of the routes linking Boston with the West, Massachusetts
Avenue, the Concord Turnpike, andMason-Brattle Streets.

The Common began t otake on it spresent appearance in the nineteenth
century. 1 n1830, a group of citizens, under special legislative authority,
was permtted t oenclose the main Common by a granite post andrail fence,
as at present, diverting the roads then crossing it, andt oplant trees.

An attempt was nade by the county the following year t oreopen the direct
route west, but was denied in a court case sothat the Conmmon remained
closed t otraffic, anearly exanple of dedication”enclosure and inprovenment
of a public park. At this time, many of the remaining building sites
around the Common were filled, andthe sense of enclosure increased.

In the mi d-nineteenth century, walks were laid out andtrees were
planted along them andaround the edge of the GCommon. The path system
reached it spresent form by 1875. The park assumed a ceremonial air with
the addition of a Civil War Monunment i n1869, three Revolutionary War cannon
in 1876, the John Bridge Statue i n 1882, andseveral granite markers at
historic sites. The Common becane a recreational area as well when baseball
was introduced in the west corner in the second half of the nineteenth
century. Additional park area, sometimes called North Little GConmmon, was
created when a part of Massachusetts Avenue at the north corner was enclosed
and |andscaped some time after the City Council approved plans in 1858.

In the twentieth century, constructionof a streetcar ranp in 1909-
1912 divided the Little GCommon between flassachusetts Avenue and Peabody
Street. Flagstaff Park was created there i n1913, when the Daughters of
The American Revolution donated a monumental flagpole and base designed
by Peabody & Stearns. The remainder of the Little Comon was reconstructed
as a newsetting for the Charles Summer statue by the Boston Elevated Rail-
way Conpany. Originally, the bronze statue by Anne Whitney was placed on
the delta between Canbridge andKirkland Streets. Given tothe Cityi n
1902 by Pr. Edward Cumm ngs on behalf of an unknown donor, the Summer
statue (1900) was the outcome of a design competition which Witney won
in the early 1870's, but for which shedid not receive the comm ssion.
Other local comm ssions by Anne Whitney include Leif Ericson, Commonwealth
Avenue, and Sanmuel Adans, a replica (1880) of the original i nStatuary Hall
in Washington, DC (1875), which stands in Adam Square, Boston. The
Summer Statue was relocatedt oa newsetting at the intersection of Massa-
chusetts Avenue and Peabody Street opposite the First Church Unitarian
with the extension of the subway from 1978t o 1985.

Cont i nued
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Office of the Secretary, Boston
Property Name Cambridge Common

. : : o : : Historic District
I ndicate each itemon inventory formwhidi is being continued bel ow

Historical Significance (cont'd)

Several of thebuildings surrounding t he Gonmon are histoy
as well as architecturally significant. First Church Unitarian
for theUnitarian branch of theFirst Church i nCanbridge after
gation split i n1829 andt he newbranch abandoned t he 1756 meetin
In Harvard Square. Christ Church, a National Historic Landmark, I
City's oldest surviving religious structure. |t was founded by Tories who
fled at theoutbreak of t heRevolution. Between thechurches liesthe
Od Burying Gound (1635), which contains thegraves of Revolutionary
sol diers and Harvard Presidents. |t hasover eighty seventeenth century
stones andthe 1737m lestone "7 mles t oBoston'. (e Garden Street (1820)
was designed andoccupied by W Iliam Saunders, a master buil der responsible
for many Federal -style and Greek Revival houses i nCanbridge. Finally,

7 Wt erhouse Street was t he hone of Dr. Benjam n Waterhouse, the scientist
who nade t he use of smallpox vaccine acceptable and popular i nthe United
States. n t hesoutheast, the QGmmon i sbordered by the Harvardmmrl\ﬁio_NRD

0.C.
T 4

Staple to Inventory form at bott ,,
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INVENTORY FORM CONTINUATION SHEET Gomuni ty: * ' For mNo:

MASSACHUSETTS HISTORICAL CCMASSGN Cantor i dge 04.4
Office of the Secretary, Boston
Property Nane: Gantori dge Conmaon  ( Ext .

Indicate each item an inventory foxm \diich is being continued below.

There are only two intioisions in the Cambridge Gonmmon National Register as extended, t
These are the one story modem structures at 23-25 and 27-29 Church Street.

ee 7'V
Jzr"

Staple to Inventory form at bottom
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MASSACHUETTS HISTORICAL CCFMISION

Office of the Secretary, Boston Old Cambridge oc 14
Property Name Cambridge Canmm
NR.D. Amended)

Page 2
I ndicate each itemOTl inventory formwhich i s being continued bel ow.

CCanbridge Gommon NR D continued)

Significant Additional Buildings ' ' o

1.

James Read House, 15 Farwell Place (c. 1772) ,

Built about 1772 fora famly of tanners who were active i n the
Revol ution, the Read house i s one of Canbridge's few surviving
Patriot honmes of the Revolutionary period. Although a nodest
house, | tﬁossesses an i nposi ng ornamental door frane derived
from aneighteenth-century English pattern book. I n addition
to the door frame, the window casings arenearly all original,
as areitsthree-run stair andbasic room arrangenent. The
house formerly stood at 55 Brattle Street.

E)]o.hlndNichoIs House, 11 Farwell Place (1827) Oliver Hastings,
ui l der

Built i n 1827 by Oliver Hastings, an important |ocal housewright,
the Nichols house i s one of Canbridge's fewremining bow-fronted

dwel | i nPs. | tisanexcellent exanple of the |ate Federal
vernacular, conparable i nstyle totown houses on Boston's
Beacon Hill. | t s facade, porch, entrance door, staircase,
mant el and many wi ndow frames areal | original. Hastings

hi msel f owned the house until 1867, when i t was acquired by
Dr. John T. G Nichols, whose famly owned i tuntil well into
the twentieth century. The Nichols house originally stood
at 63 Brattle Street. . .

14-16 and 18-20 Farwel |l Place (c. 1850)

This pair of double houses i s am)n? t he simlest Geek Revival
structures i n Canbridge. Not abl e features include side
entrances, gable returns, anda plain fascia. The design
lacks pilaster capitals.

10-12 Farwell Place (c. 1870)

This Bracketed |Italianate double house has paired entrances
with sidelights. Ot her distinguishingfeatures include

w ndows with frames suggestive of drip moldings, anda |l ow hip
roof supported by sinple paired brackets.

22-24 Farwel|l Place Cc 1875) .
The detail of this ganmbrel-roofed Queen Anne house was changed

c, 1925 totheGeorgian Revival style. Al terations include
the Georgian Revival entrance andw ndows.

Staple to lnventory form at bottom
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Page 3

Indicate each item on inArentory foim \Aiidx is being continued below.
CCambridge Cormmn N.R.D. continued)
6. Police Station C18#4) 51-33 Church Street , / ' -
This structure was built as a police station and later used
as a carriage factory. A brick Greek Revival structure, its

notable features include a brick dentil cornice and a demi-
liine window in the gable.

7. Austin Hall (1881). Hr H Richardson, architect

This well known exanple of the Richardson Ronanesque was
listed on the National Register in 1970.

1- . . - END - ZZ

%zz

Staple to Inventory form at bottom



7. Historical data. Explain the historical/architectural importance of this area.

The Canbridge CGonmon National Register District enbraces t he
« Canbridge CGormon and properties initsimmediate vicinity (see
Canbridge Community Devel opment Department P. D Quad nap 9
It was established in 1972 with boundaries which were designed
to correspond with a previously existing municipal historic
district. These boundaries were generally drawn on a line
100 feet from the edge of Canbri dge GCormon, and do not neet ‘e
current standards for National Register District boundaries. -
The current nomnation adjusts the boundaries of the district
in several respects:

1. The 100" boundary is adjusted tofollowthe rear Iines
of the properties facing Canbridge CGonmon except along
Massachusetts Avenue and Canbridge Street Csee bel ow).

2. The boundary which formerly ran 100" from Massachusetts
Avenue and Canbridge Street through the Harvard Law
School area is adjusted to avoid Including only portions
of several buildings andto include Austin Hall, a
building listed onthe National Register in 19 70.

3. Properties nowin the Canmbridge Gonmon District on the
west side of Garden Street between Appian Wy and
Berkeley Street are placed in the newmy formed Od
Canbridge National Register District.

4.  Eight buildings in Harvard Yard which were included
in the Harvard Yard National Register Districti n
1973 are deleted from the Canbridge QGonmon District
to elimmnate duplication.

5. Properties on Farwell Place andadjoining thed d
Burying Gound are added to the District. Far wel |
Place is a dead endstreet connected to Canbridge Common
by aﬁedestman way running between the Burying G ound
and Christ Church. 't is an enclave in which the
residential character of Harvard Square in the 19th
century is preserved in six houses of simlar scale

. and character.

The- Canbri dge CGonmon National Register District (Amended) neets
criteria A, Band C

8. Bibliography and/or references such as local histories, deeds, assessor's records,
early maps, etc.

3173
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Acreage of nominated property
Quadrangle name

UTM References

Verbal boundary description and justification

11. Form Prepared By

12. State Historic Preservation Officer Certification
The evaluated significance of this property within the stateis:

national state local
State Historic Preservation Officer signature

title date

13. Other

CD Maps
CD Photographs
e other

Questions conceming this nomination may be directed to.

Signed. Date

yNZ-.-Z

Phone:

Comments for any item may be continued on an attached sheet
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Please refer to the map in the
Multiple Property Cover Sheet

Multiple Property Cover Sheet Reference Number: 64000275



