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Historic Kare Bennink-Douglas Cottages

U Present” residential

Origiaal residential
DESCRIPTION:

Date 1874

Source deeds and tax records

Style Mansard

Architect G.J. Bennink &

_ W.G. Douglas, builders
Exterior wall fabric ~e wnnri

Qut bui | di ngs

Hajor alteratioas (wth daces) None

Mo
Approx. acreage®

Settiag A mid-nineteenth century
residential neighborhood.

_Date »

.385 acres

(Staple additioaal sheets here)
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Indi cate each item oninventory formwhich is being continued bel ow.

Architectural Significance

The Bennink-Dougl as Cottages arefour virtually identical double

Mansard style workers' cottages. Rising one story from a brick foundation
to a full mansard roof above, t hehouses have scored flush boarding on t he
street facades and clapboards on t hesides andrear. The facades are

symmetrically arranged around a pair of paneled double doors flanked by
projecting bays carried up into the mansard; there arealso bays on t he
side elevations. Architectural embellishment i slimted t o elaborate
brackets at t hedoorways and scalloped or hexagonal slates. The paired
eaves brackets aresmall and simple as aret he hoods above t he 2 + 2

wi ndows. None.of t he houses retains itsoriginal steps, and 49-51 |ost
its entrance brackets when a Colonial Revival porch was added. Otherwise,
the Wal ker Street houses retain a remarkable degree of integrity and are
significant under Criterion C as displaying distinguishablecharacteristics
of the Mansard style, particularly of thecottage type.

Historical Significance

The four Bennink-Douglas Cottages at 35t o 51wal ker Street charac-
terize one of several |low-cost, middle-class housing solutions devel oped
in Canmbridge after theCivil War. Population growth i nthis period was
explosive, increasing from 29,000 i n1865t 048,000 i n1875t 082,000i n
1895. Most new housing constructed i nthefifteen years after the Vr
was designed i nt heMansard style, chosen because i t was cheap t o build
with thenearly perfected balloon frame technique and because t he full
top story under t heMansard roof afforded nore space. After about 1870,
scarce building sites accessible t otransportation andrising costs
cranmped housing alternatives, especially for t helower and m ddle classes.
Doubl e houses on smaller lots produced an early solution tothis problem
and were popular i n Canbridge until the development of thethree- and
four-decker styles i nt hel880's, which soon supplanted Mansards as t he
specul ative building of choice.

These cottages also characterize thetypical pattern of land de- |,
vel opment i nnineteenth century Cambridge. Originallypart of t heLower
Common, Wal ker Street was laid out i n1868 on a former cow pasture. The
pasture was t heproperty of Thomas Stearns, whose house fronted on Garden

Street. | mmedi ately after theWr, Stearns subdivided, andsold four Iots
on thesouth side of thenew street t oGerritt L. Bennink, a house carpenter,
and William G Douglas, a builder. Bennink and Douglas had each constructed

a handful of houses at t hetime and seemt o have been young nen who went

Conti nued

Staple to Inventory form at bott
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Historical Significance (cont'd)

into partnership totake on a larger project; these cottages were their
only recorded col l aboration. This may have been a result of the Panic
of 1873, as none of t hehouses had been sold by 1876.

The Benni nk- Dougl as partnershilo produced a s[)eculative housin%
devel opnent typical of its time. WIliam Dean Howells, writing of this
part of Cambridge shortly after his arrival fromtheMdwest i n 1871,

remarked on ". . . theflight of French roofed houses suddenly settled - ,
a year or twohence. . . ," andelsewhere of the" . . . half-finished
wooden houses, enpty nortar-beds, andbits of lath and slate strewn over
the scarred andmutilated ground . . . all around carpenterswere building

new houses. . .. " This activity nade t he Mansard thett/)pical tract house
of theseventies, and characterizes many Canbridge nei ghborhoods.

The Bennink-Dougl as Cottages aresignificant under Criterion A
for their inmportance i nunderstandingthedevelopment of thedouble house'
in Cambridge, i nparticular those ained at thelower and m ddl e-income

homeowner | nt hepost-Civil Vér period.

y:5

Staple to Inventory form at bott(In
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Criteria For Evaluation

The Benni nk- Dougl as Cottages are a cluster of Mansard double
cottages. The four virtually identical buildingsretain their inte?rity
of Iocation design, setting, material, feeling andworkmanship. Although
their nﬁonents are not distinctive, these buildings represent a dis-
tinguishable entity that neets Criterion Cof the National Register of
Historic Places. They also neet Criterion Afor their significance i n
understanding the devel opment of multi-fami |y houses in Canbridge. The
Benni nk- Dougl as Cottages were found t obe significant under the thene
of architecture: md-nineteenth centur% vernacul ar doubl e houses, as
proposed by Dr. Cynthia Zaitzevsky t othe Review Commttee for the Study
of Architecture of Harvard University andIts Environs in Canbridge.

Val ker Street is an L-shaped street which is relatively free from
traffic. Houses are small and set close together. While the cottages
share a similarity of scale andstyle with the other houses on Wl ker
Street, they are distinguishableas a rare grouping of double Mansard-

cottages in O dCanbridge. o e Y « , /5

*

Staple tolnventory form at bott 5,






'ARGITEQ'URAL  SGNIHCANCE CDexribe idiportant ar dutectural featuresad
evauate in tams o ather buildings within the conshouty.)

AyZ.I"

(See Added Sheet)

HSTARGL SANACGINE Explain therole owers pliyed inlocal or state
hi story how the buldi ng relates t othe devel opnent of the connunity. J

(See Added Sheet)

B B] @Y and o REFEHRENES (nene of publication, author, date and publisher)

(See Standard Bibliography) ' " " ' -
Specific Reference:

Howellsié7\SND Suburban Sketches. Boston: J.R Gsgood Conpany,
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National Register off Historic Places
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Multiple Resource Area
Thematic Group " .

Name Cambridge Multiple Resource Area

State
Nomination/Type of Review Date/Sgnature
Meed, Alpheus, House Sen  Keeper MJztr  ILhE'TEY, ~M13 0t
Attest
62. Swow, Daniel, House /K eeper /AMW A |d-Szn
DOE/OWNER OBJECTION
A9 1P filp ttest
Wyeth, John, House | Keeper ZyAMia®M ZKNMZiA  H-fSS
Attest
Keeper
Attest
165. Reversible Collar aufcitaatlre laview Keeper "1 u.AJNTANIA-NT g
' Buildin
Compery J Attest
peeper
166. Ash Street Historic District (Boundary Increase)
SUbB'U.BtIVfi Ru«vif>'» Attest
167. Berkeley Street Historic DistrictCBoundary /“Keeper y2ZtXM>A A, yhyM i [~

168.

169.

170.

I ncrease) Ent«r»d 1« "Uo

catlsM1| Beglaten® At est
Bertram Hall at Radcliffe College <M’ eper rp4z&'-"\c.---N-[Ny M} -H.
Entered iB tIH

Natlofuil Befleter Attest '

Bennink-Douglas Cottages "Tfeeper MO><MNE. >~
iBroaeV f x N
Ao 'flsclet™! Attest
Brabrook, E. H., House eeper  0<: N AN-t-<- tVAM-<|-->AV » =[N
Entered in

NatieM| Sedaten Attest
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UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES
EVALUATION/RETURN SHEET

Bennink-Douglas Cottages (Cambridge MRA)

Middlesex County
MASSACHUSETTS

CZlI resubmission .
e nomination by person or local government

CU owner objection

CZl appeal

Substantive Review: e sample Q request

Reviewer's comments:

Nomination returned for:

.technical corrections cited below

N N

, APR/ 4 1%

Workmg No. / /
Fed. Reg. 0a\i&\q:2yZS/"Z'
Date Due: ,-S/AMZA?
Action: A--tCcnEPT
Dnterel Ili RETURN
NatlcMMil Bscl Stl—ge%eral Agency:REJECT

/\/l\/\/l\

yr-Alf-&n

im appeal * NR decision

Recom./Criteria.
Reviewer
Discipline
Date
see continuation sheet

.substantive reasons discussed below

1. Name

2. Location

3. Classification

Category Ownership
Public Acquisition

4. Owner of Property

5. Location of Legal Description

6. Representation in Existing Surveys

Has this property been determined eligible? CU yes

7. Description

Condition

excellent | | deteriorated
[m good CU ruins
CU fair CU unexposed

Describe the present and original (if known) physical appearance

CU summary paragraph
CU completeness

CU clarity

CU alterations/integrity
[+ dates

| I boundary selection

no

Status Present Use
Accessible
Check one Check one
unaltered » original site
altered moved date.



8. Significance

Period Areas of Significance—Check and justify below

Specific dates Builder/Architect
Statement of Significance (in one paragraph)

e summary paragraph

CU completeness *

CU clarity

CU applicable criteria

CU justification of areas checked

CU relating significance to the resource

CU context & *
CU relationship of integrity to significance

CU justification of exception

CU other

9. Major Bibliographical References

10. Geographical Data
Acreage of nominated property
Quadrangle name

UTM References

Verbal boundary description and justification

11. Form Prepared By

12. State Historic Preservation Officer Certification
The evaluated significance of this property within the state is:

national state local
State Historic Preservation Officer signature

title date

13. Other

CU Maps
CU Photographs
e other

Questions concerning this nomination may be directed to.

Signed. Date

Phone:

Comments for any item may be continued on an attached sheet

GPO 918.450









Base: City of Canbridge
Assessor's Pl ans

January 1983
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