FORM B - BUILDING In Area no. Form no.

MASSACHUSETTS HISTORICAL COMMISSION 240
Office Ol the Secretary, State House, Boston

1. Town ACOVER
Address 269 Highland Road

Name Rogers-Downing House

Present use Residential
2. Photo (3x3" or 3x5")
Staple to left side of form
Photo number

Present owner Ferance® George & Annemarie

Description:

Date 1850-52

Source Deeds, magps

Style Gothic Revival
4. Map. Draw sketch of building location Architect

in relation to nearest cross streets and _ _
other buildings. Indicate north. Exterior wall fabric Clapboard

270: Soutii Groveland Quad, 1:25000 Outbuildings (describe) None
19/326290/4724990 "H" shape w7lh story cross-

Other features piece: 2k story end wings;
6/6 windows; offset doorway w/sidelights
on cross piece; end wings connt“ctpH hy
open porch w/elaborate roof balustrade;
cross wings & ? gmaT CI-ORS gahT*»g havp

scroll; sawn J&age boards
Altered Date

Moved Date
5. Lot size: Mg 5, Parcel 30
One acre or less Over one acre y
Approximate frontage 180
Approximate distance of building from street
60’
6. Recorded by W. Frontiero

Organization Andover Historial Commission

Date August 7, 1980

(over)

37'M-7-77



7. Original owner (if known) Benjairdn Rogers
Original use [ residential
Subsequent uses (if any) and dates

8. Themes (check as many as applicable)

Aboriginal Conservation Recreatioa
Agricultural Educati on Religion
Architectural Expl oration/ Sci ence/

The Arts sett|ement i nvention
Commerce I ndustry Soci al /
Communication Mlitary humani tari an
Community development X Political Transportation

9. Historical significance (include explanation of t hemes checked above)

No. 269 Hi ghl and RJ was built between 1848 and 1852 as t he coiintry home of Boston
busi nessman Benjanin Rogers. Rogers sold the estate i n 1870. After a series of
specul ative ownerships the "Roger's place" was bought by John J. Downi ng of Boston
and converted into awell-known dairy and orchard. The Dovming fam |y retained
ownership of the property until 1968, although i nthe interimsone of the |and was
sold for nmodern subdi vi Si ons»e . P .

The building i s at once handsone and austerely sinple. The bare ajjchitectural forns
are very quietly ornamended by the lengthy porchwith itsrhythmc balustrade and
cresting, by two smll cross-gables, and by fanci ful bargeboards. The spaci ousness
of the unusual Hplan, conbined Wlth the hill-top setting, give:'.the hous6 a nost
di stinguished aspect. «e

i Sie Rogers-Downing House i s significant (1) foritsoriginal"role as a countiry

hone f or a Boston businessman; (2) as a wel|l-known farm and (3) for it sunusual
plan and el aborate Gothic Revival detailing. The property retains integrity of
design, materials, workmanship, and setting, andmeets Criteria A and C of the
National Register.

10. Bi bl i ography and/ or references (such as | ocal histories, deeds, assessor's rect
early maps, etc.) ,.,:, y o= AN e
ZsseK County Registry of Deeds, Lawence & Sal em(1287/ 712; 1118/283; 1118/284; 18/209;
12/ 11; 8/417; 8/375; 8/246; 401/241; Probate Docket Nos. 271921, 162151, 37967
Andover Historical Society Vertical Files, "Downing Fam|y"
Andover Town Directories, 1891, 1897, 1899, 1900 Tax Li st
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United States Department off the Interior
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Nomi nat i on/ Type of Revi ew

kl. Perrin, Wlliam House

42. Pillsbury-French House

43. Punchard, Benjamin, House gnB'S'anfTT®© Review

44. Rogers-Downing House,

45. Russal House

46. Third Railroad Station

47. Ward, Richard, House

48. Woodbridge House
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Please refer to the map In the
Multiple Property Cover Sheet
for this property

Multiple Property Cover Sheet Reference Number: 64000298
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