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the appropriate box or by entering the information requested. If any item does not apply to
the property being documented, enter "N/A" for "not applicable." For functions, architectural
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classification, materials, and areas of significance, enter only categories and subcategories
from the instructions. Place additional entries and narrative items on continuation sheets

(NPS Form 10-900a). Use a typewriter, word processor, or computer, to complete all items.

1. Name of Property

historic name: Audubon Park Historic District

other name/site number; N/A

2. Location

street & number:  -see continuation sheet- not for publication: N/A
city or town:  Audubon Park vicinity: N/A

state: KY county: Jefferson code: 111

zip code: 40213

3. State/Federal Agency Certification

As the designated authority under the National Historic Preservation Act of 1986, as amended,

I hereby certify that this X nomination request for determination of eligibility meets

the documentation standards for registering properties in the National Register of Historic

Places and meets the procedural and professional requirements set forth in 36 CFR Part 60.
In my opinion, the property X meets does not meet the National Register Criteria. 1

recommend that this property be considered significant ___ nationally ___ statewide X _

( See cgntinuation sheet for additional comments.)

David L. Morgan, Executive Director and

State Historic Preservaation Officer 3-/ 2 '?(

ifying official Date Date
Kentucky Herithge Council, the State Hisoric Preservation Office

State or Federal agency and bureau



In my opinion, the property meets does not meet the National Register criteria.
( See continuation sheet for additional comments.)

Signature of commenting or other official Date

State or Federal agency and bureau

4. National Park Service Certification

I, herepy certify that this property is: @QL«‘L ? : r
entered in the National Register

4-(@%

1 1 L (/. v
See continuation sheet. Lutored in the
determined eligible for the Nationel Register

National Register
____See continuation sheet.
_____determined not eligible for the
National Register
_____removed from the National Register

other (explain):

Signature of Keeper  Date
of Action

5. Classification

Ownership of Property (Check as many boxes as apply)
X private
X public-local
public-State
public-Federal

Category of Property (Check only one box)
____ building(s)
X district
__site
____ structure
____object



Number of Resources within Property

Contributing Noncontributing

866 78  buildings
8 0 sites
0 0 structures
0 0  objects
874 78  Total

Number of contributing resources previously listed in the National
Register: N/A

Name of related multiple property listing: (Enter "N/A" if property is not part of a multiple

property listing.)

Louisville and Jefferson County, Kentucky, Multiple Property Listing
National Register, 1988

6. Function or Use

Historic Functions (Enter categories from instructions)

Cat: Domestic Sub: Single Dwelling
Domestic Multiple-Family Dwelling
Domestic Secondary Structure
Landscape Park

Current Functions (Enter categories from instructions)

Cat: Domestic Sub: Single-Dwelling
Domestic Multiple-Family Dwelling
Domestic Secondary Structure
Landscape Park

7. Description

Architectural Classification (Enter categories from instructions)

Colonial Revival

Dutch Colonial Revival
Spanish Colonial Revival
Prairie-Style
Bungalow/Craftsman
Cape Cod

Neo-Classical Revival
Tudor Revival



[FUE U S — Y

Materials (Enter categories from instructions)
foundation: concrete, stone,
roof: asphalt shingle, composite,metal,tile,tar,
walls: brick veneer, clapboard, half-timber, stone, wood shingle

Narrative Description (Describe the historic and current condition of the property on one or
more continuation sheets.)



8. Statement of Significance

Applicable National Register Criteria (Mark "x" in one or more boxes for the criteria
qualifying the property for National Register listing)

X A Property is associated with events that have made a significant
contribution to the broad patterns of our history.

B Property is associated with the lives of persons significant in our
past.

C Property embodies the distinctive characteristics of a type, period, or method of
construction or represents the work of a master, or possesses high artistic
values, or represents a significant and distinguishable entity whose

components lack individual distinction.
D Property has yielded, or is likely to yield information important in prehistory or

history.
Criteria Considerations (Mark "X" in all the boxes that apply.)
A owned by a religious institution or used for religious purposes.
B removed from its original location.
C a birthplace or a grave.
D a cemetery.
E  a reconstructed building, object,or structure.
F a commemorative property.
G less than 50 years of age or achieved significance within the past 50 years.
Areas of Significance (Enter categories from instructions)
Community Planning and Development

Transportation
Social History

Period of Significance: 1912-1945

Significant Dates:
1912 1917 1923 1929 1942



Architect/Builder : G. Robert Hunt, Harmon and Company

Narrative Statement of Significance (Explain the significance of the property on one or more
continuation sheets.)

Significant Person (Complete if Criterion B is marked above)} NA

Cultural Affiliation : NA



Architect/Builder : G. Robert Hunt, Harmon and Company

Narrative Statement of Significance (Explain the significance of the property on one or more
continuation sheets.)

9. Major Bibliographical References

(Cite the books, articles, and other sources used in preparing this form on one or more
continuation sheets.)

Previous documentation on file (NPS)

____preliminary determination of individual listing (36 CFR 67) has been
requested. 7

____previously listed in the National Register

___previously determined eligible by the National Register

___ designated a National Historic Landmark

__recorded by Historic American Buildings Survey #

___recorded by Historic American Engineering Record #

Primary Location of Additional Data
____ State Historic Preservation Office
____ Other State agency
___ Federal agency
X Local government
__ University
___ Other
Name of repository: Jefferson County Historic Preservation and Archives

10. Geographical Data

Acreage of Property: 230 acres
UTM References (Place additional UTM references on a continuation sheet)

Zone Easting Northing Zone Easting Northing
1 16 611 780 4229 780 3 16 611 180 4228 500

2 16 612105 4229190 4 16 610 720 4228 920
__See continuation sheet.

Verbal Boundary Description (Describe the boundaries of the property on a continuation

sheet.) The boundary of the nominated property 1s delmeated on the district sketch
map enclosed with. this nomination form.~

Verbal Boundary Justlflcatlon: See pages 10-1 and 10-2.



11. Form Prepared By: |

nameftitle: Kelly A. Hanna/Historic Preservation Analyst, Donna M. Neary, Administrator,
Monica E. Henderson

organization: Jefferson County Historic Preservation and Archives Date: December 1, 1995
street & number: Urban County Government Center, 810 Barrett Avenue
Telephone: (502) 574-5761

city or town: Louisville  state: Kentucky  zip code: 40204

Additional Documentation

Submit the following items with the completed form:
Continuation Sheets
Maps
A USGS map (7.5 or 15 minute series) indicating the property's location.

A sketch map for historic districts and properties having large acreage or numerous
resources

Photographs
Representative black and white photographs of the property.

Additional items (Check with the SHPO or FPO for any additional items)

Property Owner

(Complete this item at the request of the SHPO or FPO.) ,
name

street & number telephone

city or town state zip code
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District Overview

The Audubon Park Historic District (hereinafter referred to as “the District”) is a
residential suburban develppment consisting of approximately 230 acres. The Audubon Park
Historic District, comprisfng most of an incorporated fifth class city, is located three miles south
of the downtown core of the City of Louisville. Expansion of the corporate limits of Louisville has
surrounded the city of Audubon Park to the north, east, and west. The District is bounded to the
north by Hess Lane, to the west by Preston Street, to the east by Eagle Pass Road and to the
south by the Audubon Park Country Club and Golf Course. The District comprises forty-three
blocks along the following streets: Audubon Parkway, Cardinal Drive, Robin Road, Wren Road,
Dove Lawn, Dove Lane, Linnet Road, Thrush Road, Oriole Drive, Oriole Court, Chickadee
Road, Crossbill Road, Valley Drive, Falcon Drive, Curlew Avenue, Teal Avenue, Widgeon

: '
Avenue, Meadowlark Avenue, Sora Avenue, and Eagle Pass Road. The District is composed of

945 elements, ranging in construction date from circa 1912 to 1947. Of these, 866 contribute to

the District; 7@ are considered to be non-contributing. The District consists of three types of
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resources: single-family residential buildings and outbuildings; multiple-family residential

buildings and outbuildings; and planned suburban green space.

The District is a cohesive group of structures and open spaces reflecting historic
development typical of suburban expansion that occurred in the Louisville and Jefferson County
area in the early twentieth century. This suburban expansion is also exemplified in such
communities as Anchorage (National Register 1983), Nitta Yuma (National Register 1991) and

Harrod’s Creek (National Register 1992), all of which may be compared to Audubon Park.

This nomination was prepared within the framework of Criterion A for its historical
associations. The property-type requirements listed below were developed for this nomination
based on comparison with like properties. This nomination is based on the Multiple Property
Listing, Louisville and Jefferson County, Kentucky listed on the National Register in 1988. In
order to be considered a railroad or rail-related property type, a property possess the following
characteristics: located within walking distance to a rail line; expedient travel to the city; planned

'
development; common green spaces; availability of utilities such as natural gas; water services;
and electricity; permanent residences; buildings exhibiting architect or builder designs; middle-to-
upper-class residents; and occasionally, speculative sales. The property may also have been

developed with a country club or golf course. Additionally, it must have important connections to

automobile use as well.
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The Audubon Park Historic District was developed on roliing pasture land once owned by
General William Preston. Preston received the land in 1773 as part of a 1,000 acre land grant from
King George I1I as payment for services rendered during the French and Indian War. A portion of
this land was sold to G. Robert Hunt, a prominent Louisville broker of the firm, Hunt Bridgeford

and Company in 1906. This firm owned the land through their Prestonia Land Company.

The terrain of Audubon Park was originally farmland. The current topography of Audubon
Park is consistently flat with some depressions occurring towards Cardinal Drive. Audubon Park
has a high elevation, a fact which its developers emphasized during the District’s development, as

Louisville is historically a flood-prone city.

The Audubon Park Realty Company purchased the land from the Hunt Bridgeford and
Company in 1912. Developers sought to combine the best attributes of city and country life to

promote the area.

The most distinctive element of the suburb is the manipulated grid pattern of tree-lined,
'
streets incorporating planned green spaces. The lack of natural obstructions has facilitated the
consistency of a grid pattern of streets with few exceptions. One exception, Cardinal Drive, winds

a curvilinear path around the periphery of the golf course marking the southern boundary of the

residential district. This pattern was established from early development of the district by the firm
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Clifford B. Harmon and Company, a large New York suburban property developer. This firm had

developed over a hundred pieces of property in the largest United States cities with much success.

Massive stone gateways which flank the entrances to the District from Audubon Parkway
at Preston Street and Oriole Drive at Hess Lane, date from the time of the subdivision’s design by
the Harmon Company. These “signature entrances” as they are referred to in modern suburban
developments, émphasize t}=1e enclave that has become the District. A similar gateway at Poplar
Level Road was demolished during the widening of Poplar Level Road in the 1960’s. The
remaining gates are styled after the designs of the Arts and Crafts movement and resemble great
stone pilings capped with lanterns. These gates visually mark the boundaries of the District from

Preston Highway and the surrounding Louisville area.

Audubon Park is noted for its massive trees, manicured lawns and planned green spaces.
Large Oaks and flowering trees such as Magnolias and Dogwoods shade and line every street.
There are as many as five planned green spaces and three special planting areas that pontribute to
the park-like atmosphere of the entire District. The Audubon Park Dogwood Festivz'll in the
Spring each year, and the Arts and Crafts Festival during the fall season, are traditions that have

developed to take advantage of the beauty of the District.
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Development Restrictions

Early building and landscaping restrictions were included with every lot sale to ensure a

uniform setback and green space. No fences obstruct the view of green expanses, as only hedges

are allowed to bound front yards. Planned green spaces, as well as the landscape restrictions

placed on house lots all helped to create a park-like environment. Owners were required to

purchase a minimum of two lots, typically being twenty-five feet wide and two hundred feet déep.

All garages and stables had to be seven-to-ten feet from the side property lines, and four

feet in all cases from the rear property line. The houses had to be set back from the road a

minimum of thirty-to-fifty feet with no alleys.

Design restrictions were placed on the deeds and subdivision plats to ensure an orderly

development of the neighborhood. Before a house, garage, or stable were built, the plans and

specifications had to be approved by the Audubon Park Realty. Since restrictions were placed on

construction of outbuildings early in the District’s development, the accompanying garages

conform to the homes in style, setback and usually materials, but are relatively free of ornament or

decoration. This level of control and oversight remain evident in the appearance of the lots today.
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Single Family Residences

Single-family residential structures are the most numerous building type in Audubon Park.
Approximately 65 houses. had been built between 1912 and 1914 when World War I interrupted
construction. Construction resumed in 1917 and accelerated in 1923 following the advertised

expansion of natural gas lines into the suburb.

The houses built in the suburb during the 1920s are primarily a revival of designs from
earlier United States and English history such as Neo-colonial, Dutch colonial, Neo-federal, and
more prominently, Neo-Tudor. Some houses are also examples of Craftsman-inspired bungalows,

and Prairie-influenced styles.

Three-bedroom, Cape Cod brick homes built in the 1930s and 1940s are also located in
Audubon Park. However, the Craftsman-inspired bungalow, and other housing inspired by the
Arts and Crafts movement such as Prairie-influenced styles, continued to be built through this

period. There is also a Spanish-styled residence.
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Single-family residences in the Audubon Park District range in height from one to three
stories, with most being over one-and-a half stories tall. The basic building types in the area each

convey distinct characteristics of scale and massing.

Most of the houses of the Tudor Revival style, are asymmetrically massed. Some
exceptions exist with symmetrically placed gables and a centrally located entry. The houses that
are of the Craftsman Bunga'low-inspired style are usually one full story with a half-story space
often provided in the attic area. These buildings have massive and horizontal proportions often
with broad, overhanging eaves, and often have dormers on the second story. Prairie-inspired
houses often have a low-pitched roof, usually hipped, with wide overhanging eaves. These are
mostly two-stories, with massive, square porch supports. Most of the Prairie-inspired houses in

this District have gabled roofs.

The Neo-Classic examples have predominantly symmetrical decorative elements and
features. There are examples of facades dominated by full-height pedimented porche§ with roofs
supported by classical columns of either Doric, Ionic, or Corinthian orders. There ar;: also
examples of some full-facade porches with a procession of columns along the front of the
building. Sometimes the symmetry in these buildings is broken only by the addition of a porte-

cochere to the side.
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The Colonial Revival houses in the District have symmetrically balanced features like the
Neo-classic, but are usually without porches. They are usually simple two-story rectangular

blocks with hipped roofs and decorative pedimented doors.

The houses in Audu.bon Park are primarily constructed of the materials historically
associated with their various styles. Brick is the most used building material, but some structures
are clad in stucco, frame and stone. Most of the stucco-clad buildings are the Tudor Revival and
Craftsman-inspired Bungalows. There is also a pink-stuccoed Spanish-revival house. Some of the

Colonial Revival and Cape Cod houses are frame or clapboard, with brick or stone chimneys.

Porches, lintels, cornices and decorative elements, particularly on Neo-Classical and
Colonial Revival, tend to be wood, and it is common to find decorative wooden half-timbered
treatments on Tudor Revival and Craftsman bungalows. These styles can also be typified by their
building components (doors, windows, roofing material, chimneys, porches, bays, etc. ) besides

'

their materials.

District garages tend to be simple in appearance having little or no decoration or
ornamentation. Brick is the most-used building material in these structures, but wood, and stucco

are used as finishes as well.
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Multiple Family Residences

There are six multiple family residential buildings with accompanying outbuildings located

in Audubon Park. The styles represented in these buildings are Neo-classic (Georgian and Greek

revival), Tudor revival, Arts and Craftsman-inspired, and some non-contributing 1960’s utilitarian

+

double-storied construction.

The contributing multiple-family residences are located near the borders of the District.

Just as the massive stone gates impede direct visual access to the District, so do these multiple

family residences. As pedestrian and later automobile traffic was likely heavier from these

residences, it was thoughtful planning that placed them nearest the entry and exit routes of the

District.

Most contributing multiple-family residences are symmetrically massed in “E” formation.

i

A Neo-Classic example, at 920 Audubon Parkway, The Georgian Terrace, is constructed of brick

with a facade dominated by a full height porch with roof supported by massive Corinthian

columns. It is symmetrically massed and balanced with a centrally located entry. A Tudor-Revival

example at 908 Audubon Parkway is also symmetrically balanced and massed with tower forms

and parapet roof forms.

“
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Green Spaces and Landscaping

In the beginning of Audubon Park’s development, five acres were planned as a nursery to
start ten thousand young trees which could be transplanted permanently within the suburb to
enhance landscaping. This is reminiscent of the city of Anchorage, a suburban retreat initially for
the wealthy, which in the '1860’s also had a nursery for future plantings. Five city parks contribute
to the landscape. They aré named Wren, Robin, Oriole, Crossbill, and Curlew. Three special
shrub/floral areas are located at intersections of Crossbill and Audubpn Parkway, Oriole Drive
and Audubon parkway, and at a juncture of Robin,Wren and Cardinal Drive. These are known as
Crossbill Triangle, Oriole Circle, and Robin Triangle. Oriole Circle lie.s in the middle of the
intersection of Audubon Parkway and Oriole Drive. An American flag rises from its center,
surrounded at its base by evergreen sﬁrubs and summer plantings. The tree-lined streets of

Audubon Park add to the lush green atmosphere of the District.

In 1929, a group of Audubon Park residents formed the Audubon Park Garden Club, an
'
organization which has had a major role in the conservation of these spaces and of the trees and
plantings within. These parks not only contribute visually to the natural element of the suburb, but

are also a home to many different birds. In 1978, through the joint efforts of the Garden Club and

the City of Audubon Park, the entire city was named an official bird sanctuary.
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Integrity Standards/Registration Requirements

Elements evaluated as contributing to the Audubon Park Historic District must possess

not only integrity of location, but must have a minimum level of material integrity in order to

convey a sense of historical association. In order for a residence to be considered a contributing

element to the Audubon Park Historic District it must possess these qualities: original scale and

massing though it may have a sympathetic addition; original setback and orientation to the street

conveyed by building placement and rhythm; some retention of original material texture, especially

in relationship to the overall appearance of buildings in the district; and original architectural style.

Some buildings have had occasional changes, such as porch enclosure. However, those

which have incorporated reversible methods of enclosure are considered contributing. Roof

material changes are not seen to affect the long-term contribution of a building because such

changes have reversibility.

’

In order for an element to contribute to this district it must add to, not detract from, this

consistency of pattern. Residences whose integrity has been severely compromised due to

alteration such as the complete replacement of historic fenestration, chimneys, cornices, porches,

bays, and other elements contributing to the exterior styles of the buildings, such that proportions
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and materials are completely at odds with characteristics of houses built in the period of

significance for Audubon Park, are considered to be non-contributing.

Buildings that compromise historically established setback are judged non-contributing.

These buildings were built following the peﬁod of significance in most cases.

Non contributing status is also assigned to buildings whose principal facades have been
sheathed or rebuilt with ndn-historic materials that have no relationship to the original historic

materials. This is especially important when original proportions are compromised, or alterations

appear irreversible.

Residences falling outside of the District’s period of significance, and those not
incorporating these or other architecturally, or historically significant styles, with few exceptions,

are considered to be non-contributing.

Audubon Park is a community that was planned specifically around its incorporated parks.
Planned inner park spaces also contribute to this sense of freedom from the cramped atmosphere
of the urban area. All of the planned green spaces in Audubon Park continue to contribute to the

District.
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Conclusion

Audubon Park befits inclusion in the National Register of Historic Places as a cohesive
group of structures and open spaces reflecting historic development typical of suburban
expansion that occurred in the Louisville and Jefferson County area in the early twentieth

L]

century. The community maintains a high level of historical integrity.
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AUDURON FARK
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.. reachrt bubnc Yuage build ine
1 e Refers tn the flont plan of exch ilding, = ndicpdes @ nen cerirt 1 fi”‘ﬂ"/"d el {
4. Tl Refers o floor plan of cach building
FLOOR PMLAN

5. Style Rrfers ta the architcutueal <t le of the bynilding. Pecislons me based on Virginia & McAlester’s

A Field Guide to American Hounses

ARCHNECIURAL S1YLE

B = Munpstow
C -~ Cualtemun
. cC = Cape Cid
€T -~ Contemprimy
€A - Colonial Revial
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1. Roof Form  Decisions are baced on A Ficld Guide to American Houses - Papes 42-18,

POUF FORM

F ~ Fl

GC T Cines Uinhle
Gt - Qblc End
GF = Gahlz Front
G = Grikin’

GM  ~ Gambiel
GO = CGahle On Hip

M = Hipped
HC - Crws ip )
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MG = Muliple Gables
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R, Roof Mat  Refers to the tonfing naterint wtilized

9. The Tiret and Second Sty Detalls
Pefers to the nmber of havs on each finor.

A Rase

N, Cladding

C. Windouwy

ROOF MATCRIAL
A = Ac<phalt Shingle
C = Compnsite

A= Mol
S -~ Shue
T - ke

M~ Ruilt Up ()
T = Thatch like

Refete o the cnveting of the building at each Moor. Sce A ficld guide fo_Ametican

Honses - pages 41.42.

CLADDING
AV = Ahiminnn/Vingt
RV - Niick Veneer

c

s
h1)
w

we

= Claphomd

= tall Timber

= Stone

= Swera

= Wond Shingle

= Wonnl ("n‘v"ﬂ:"d

VIV = Veiticle Wood

Pefers to the mmbers of windows, the type (f ¢ cascment), and the number of tights.

See A Field Guide To American Honses - Papes 48-19 and §7-58,

Farmat: S-C-10 = Singlecasement of ten lights 4

S-D-6/4 =

NUMRFR
5 = Single
1 = Danhle
R - Pibhon
T = Triple

* Single double hunp sach of six lights over anc tight

LYPFES LiGms

¢ = Cascment Indicaterd by number

1 = Doubde Hung Sash ) = Ouarrels

A = Arched C = Craflsman with maltiple
T = Palladian wimdows over one light
B - Ray

F = Fixed

1= Ialonise
O = Chienpo
1D = French Door
PG Plate Glase

T-PW = big plate ples center with double hung each on cither side

C/IA = caserment windous under arch

D. Fntry

Refers o the main entrance detailing,

ENIRY,

DOOR

F = Tanlight
S = Sid~ lplt
T = Traneom

E -

SE = Sidc Fntry
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10, Porch This details the form of the porch toof, ite supports, and whether it mns filll fength across the

stinchire or only covers the entry,

Format of code: S-F-WP ~ Shed 100f, full length, supported by wood picrs

ROOF FOPN LENGIH suUrrorts
A = Aiched " DC = Dorie Columns
AN = Auning Fo-rall 1IC = lonic Columnsg
F =Tt W o= Wiapatomnd  1¢C = Tuecan Cohmnns
G = Gahled N = Miackets
GK = Gerkin AP = Prick Piers
1 - Hipped AAP ~ Nattered Niers e
P = Fediment F = Enclosed
0O = Pottico A= Mo
S = Shed S = Screened
= Fxtension of main roof WP = Wood ticts
M = Rain Ponf SP = Sione Picrs
R = Recessed ST = Sincco Picrs
1. Wingx Nrfers tn the ditectional aricutation of the wings in relation to the main structute and the use of
the winpe,
SHUATION _WING USE
H = Nonh G = Gauoge
S = Sonth P~ Poich
! = Faat PC = TPorte-Cochicre
W= West E\V = Enclosed Wing

12, Type of Alteration  Refers to any alterations which are faftly typical in ofder struciures,

TYPES OF AUTERATIONS
A = Additiong

C = Cladding

D = Door

P = Poich

P'E = Porch Enclosed

R = Roof

W = Windous

1Y Dormers  Refers tn the nmber of dotmers and the structural tspe or shape. See A Ficld Guide 1o

American Houses - pape 41,

TYFRE OF DORMER '
A = Arched

F = Farbiow

G~ Cabled

H = Hipped

Vo= insrt

S - Shed

SS = Shed dogmers on <lde facade slopes

W= Walt
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12, Daymer Windony  Pefers 1o the monber, type amd smmiber of pones

NUMRER AYPES LGS
S = Sinple C -~ Cascment Indicated by nmber
D = Deuble D~ Double Hung Sush Q= Quanicls
R = Pilthon A = Asched €= Crafteman
T = Triple P = Palladian
B - Pay

F = Tixed

] = Jatoniee
CH1 = Chirapo
1Y = Freuch Doot
PG~ Plate Glacs

15, Chinmey  Refers to the Incation of the chimmey,

Format of Code: B-GW = Exterior chimney on the pable wall
T -F Interior chimney on the end of the roof

E = EXIERIOR = INIFRIOR
GW = Gable Wall E-Fud
FW ~ Eave Wall S S\u'\c

R~ Ridge

16, Estimated DO.C. ThisaeTors in the approximate dite of constinction based npon siyle, materials, roof etc,
A more accmate date may nppeat hased on historic documentation.
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! L First Story Details Second Story Details | | |
Street |Film- JCAIC_ 1Plan 18tvie |Stories JRon! IRoef _ |Bevs (Cledding (Windows  |Emry _[Beve [Cledding [Windows |Porch Wing A |Wing B |Typeof _ |D o |Chmney_JEetimar
No. iNeg. No. Form |Muteriet ' ] ¥ Aherstions | #-kind 1D.0.C.
927 [9-8,9 C cO0 12 |GE _|A 3 |8V T.0-611_|F.S |3 |8V G/P-ETC | -~ - - ~ JiR 192!
531 [9--10 [ cC i1 GE_|A 3_IAN o Y — |G/P-E-TC_|W-EW |E-EW — — [E-GW__[c193
335 [9--11 C D _{1.6 |GM |A 5 |5 50611 ISP |5 |AV AEB_ IW-EW [WEW 1-S c193(
935 (18
1001 {9-12,13,14
1001 J10-5 €193
1005 [10--6 C 8 (1.5 |GC |A G | -] - — _ |F-1/2-8P o - 14 A-C iR 193
1009 |10-7.8 c TC |15 |GE A 5 |Bv 5066 | — | ~{ =~ = __[M-3/5-1C | - = 2H___|5-5-212 IR 193
1013 [10-9.10,11___|C D_[1.5 [GM [A 3 ISt D06/t | = | =] — —  |G/PE-B__[EEW 1-S R 183
1017 11013 [ [RF: GE_|A 3 [Bv 5-D-8/8 |F.5.P 13 [BV 5-0-8/8 [UE WP [EEW = — i€ c192
1021 110-14,15 [ c_ |3 GE_|A 8V__ [RD-22 | - [3_[BV S-F-E po s — — R 1920
1025 110-16.17.18__|C CO | GE_[A 3 [8v__ (o061 [F.S {4 BV 5-0-6/1 |PIG-E-TC_|W-G__|E-P — — [EGW_ feiazi
1029 {10-19.20 C TO 12 |GE _JA Y SA24 |FS |5 |8V 5-0-6/6 |P-E-TC___ |W-EW [E-P 3G__|SA8 _|IR c193:
1101 ]13-30
110)_|10-22.23 13-3 JC D_11.5 |GM |A 5 BV 506N |51 ] = < [PIG-E-TC_ [W-EW [E-EW 1-S___|S-D-6/1 IR 192,
1105 [10-24.25.26__|C CO |2 |GE JA 3 |sv SDA-8/8| -~ |3_|BV S-0-8/8 |PIAE-TC_|W-P__|EEW 2.6 -0-6/6 |I-R c192
1109 }10-27.28 C D 1.5 [GM JAM _[3 |8V __ |0-D-6/1 JRA | <] — — _ |EEE W-EW |W-P 1-§ -D-6/1 [R ¢ 19]
1113 [10-29,30 [ CO |2 |GE [A 8v 5088 [5_ [3_ [BV S-D-8/8 |P/G-EB_|W-EW [E-EW 126 -D-6/8 |I-S 192
1117 [10-31.32 COF N_ |2 GE_|A av S0-6/9 [F.5.P {5 |By 5-0-6/8 [PO-EWP | - . = — [E-GE_ |c192
1123 ]10-33.34 C ™M |2 H_|A ST 3. fD_ 1,0 15 ISt i WP | - — —_ |eGE_ [ct1082
1129 {10-36A.36__IC C_ |3 GC_|A 3|5t SE_ |3 {HT g — - - — |IR c193
1133 |11-1,2.3 C CO |2 GE_|A 2 {Bv 50-81 ISP & |8V S-0-8/1 |P-E-B WEW |~ a4 S-0-6/1 €193
1201 |11-3.56 C D_12.5 IGM |T 3 |s1 T6-8/1 |F.§ |3 [ST S-D-8/1 |P/G-E-DC_JW-EW | - 1S |1-C-2_ |2-E-GW [c192
1209 |11-7.8 C CO |2 |GE {A 5 [Bv___|sD61 [F5 _[5 [BV U- W-EW |E-EW ~ —_ |i-t €192
1211 [11-3,10 C CC [1.5 |IGE |A 5 [BV S-D-6/6_|S Y — |UE W-SP_|E-EW 3.G__ |5-D-6/6 [E-GW__[c193
1213 f11-11.12 NC 5 |15 |GE |A 4 |8V T0 | «| — =~ — - — - —_ |eGw__|c186
1215 £11-.13 INC S 2.6 A 4 {8V T-F .0 12 Janv_ [1-0-1/1 - - - ! - o 3 c196
1217 j11--14 HiC A " |A 4 |8V -1 -] - - — |G - 11 — I (X 196
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3307 etz e ce lis g la s |fsv soat2 e f oo | - e lut - - 20 sy
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12 a8 e cc [1s  foe |a i |m 3023 - 1.1 - —  lerere - — .
L:_gg 247 |c co_ |2 ot |a 1_lsv  |soem - m .sp - — — _leaw Jersn




W Pom 100000 : OMD Approvel Ne. 10940018
(1] : ,

United States Department of the Interlor
Hatlonal Patk Service

National Reglster of Historlc Places
Continuation Sheet

Audubon Park Nistoric District

- 7 .20 JefTerson County, Kentucky
Section numbaer Page
AUDCROSS.XLS
—4 ! [ r_ 1 , 1 ¥ | IR 1 { ]
| I i I____Fust Story Detalis | Second Story Detalls 3 1
Street {Film. 1CNC [Pen [S1vie (Stories Mool |Roe!  iSays [Clsddng |Windews  [Entry 1Beys ICiaddmng Windows  iPorch W A 1Wing 8 Tywe o {Dommers [Domer  [Chmney [Eavmated
No.  INeg. No. Form (Metedet ¥ oew/Bert Attocosions | #-kind windews | D.0.C.
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320 C T 1. 2.88 | c 183
3210 c R IR 2 |sv S-0-C 1-H I (] c 1928
3213 IC_§. Jco 1% |GE A c182
3214 [+ 2 c 1928
321¢ C 1 - |av €182
32 NC | 193
3220 NG co BV E.CW_|c1385
3222 [ CO BYV - - ~ 1930
3226 C CO | GE_|A 3 |8V S.D-8/8 3 $-0-6/6 |F-E-WP -G E-GW_c1927
3232 C ™M |8V c1927
3233 NC [ 3 Jav ) 1838
3236 c1930
3238 [ Cco BY c19887
3240 C co BY c1827
3242 C co lav AV c1927
3244 C 1 jav c1927
3246 NC |sv c1935
3248 NC R is IS 1957
325¢C cC sv c1957
325: C MY sy c1944
3254 N R fsv c1842
2256 In In v 1952
3219 |31-17 N MY |V IGC [A 3 st S.E | - one e U E-EW vas - I8 ¢1957
3233 {31- I 1_J1.15 oM fa 3 |8V 1-CH g oo s JAN-E-M EW_| -EW 2G__Js-0-6/6 [e-GW {c1988
3235 131- 4 €0 |2 H_ 1A 3 8w 5-D-10/1 |S |3 |8V P-E-DC -] - ) c1937
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3239|3121 [C Cco GE_|A BY D-D-8/6_|FE |3 [BV GP-£-1C -y - - — |E-GW [c1936
3241 13122 Ic CO |3 GE_|A lav s-0.818 1P v 1] = - ~- JE-GW [c1834
3248 13123 iC [ H GE_]A , |BY P, BY $.0-8/6 |U 1 = — - |E-GW _|c1838
3749 130 ___INGYl R H_JA M [T | Y R — |56 — 'S __ Jc1850
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925 _|8--1 -
929 {8-4.3 c T 1 GC 1A 3__|st D-D-8/1 |JRA | - - - = _W-EW [E-G - -~ JE-GE |c1925
931 18-6.7.8 |C T 115 IMG A 3 |{8v i - ~- {U-E - - 1-§ $.0-6/1 {E-GE {1827
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3114 [18-9,10 |C M1 (1.5 IGC |A 3 |s w | ] = — |F-2/3-5P - | - — — It c194
3116 18- Coe cc [1.5 |GE |a 3 |sv D-D-1/1 o § o] e - |GP-23WP | - -G -0-1/1 [E-GW _[c1942
3118 j18- C cc |1 GE_|A k v e | . - - |G-E-WP - o 2-G -D-1/1 1§ 1942
3120 |18- C MT 115 [GC |A 2 3 = - _|U- - — e e [E-GW lc1942
3122 [18- C MT |16 |HC |A 3 |8V D-D-6/6 e | o - . |HEB - — s — | 1940
3124 [18-4 [ MT 1.6 |GC |A 3 Is — | =1 - — |UE - - - e [ c1940
3126 {182 C cc 1.5 |Ge [A 3 Isv S.D-8/8 3 o - JU-273 - - 2-G_ |s-D-6/8 |E-GW ]c1940
3128 {18-2 ot CC |1.5 |GE A 3 IS e | . - -~ JAN-E-M [~ o o e 1§ c1940
3130 {18- [ M1 GC_{A 3 {8v - f - - «  |M-2/3-EN - - ee - {1-§ c1940Q
3101 17 C¥ cC GE_|A k S 7-8.5-D-8/12 |e - - —-- JAN-E-M o oee eee ]I 1940
3103 }17-2 C MT |1. GC JA E 3V D-D-8/6 o - — |G-E-8 - o oeae ceee |1 c1941
3105 [17- [ cc 1.5 IGE JA k S |0-0-6/8 3 -l . - |AN-E-M S-PC = 2-G__|s-D-6i6 |- c1941
3107 |17-2 C MT 11.6|GC |A 3 |sv 1-8.0-0-6/6_|E = - |G-E-B - - — = JitR |c1944
3109 1756 _|C cc }1.5 |Ge Ja 3 _Is 1-8.5-D-8/8 o | ] - - |G-E-M = ~ - e |1- c1941
a1 {177 C cc 15 |Ge |A 3 [sv -D-10/10 = e - |G-E-M - — o [ B c1941
3113 7. C cc 1.6 |GE |A 3 15 S-D-10/10__|P. -] - - |G/P-E-M - o e ~ S [c1939
3115 J17- C MT 1.5 GC |A 3 fsviarvis.p-10110 P, = - [U-E = — e e — |c1839
3117 1710 |C cc s [GE |A 3 |Bv 5-D-1/1__ - -1 -] - — |G/PE-M o - o o 2 c1939
3119 [17-10|c cc s |Ge ja 3 [StAN ]5-D-1Nn o b - - JU-E - - i o |1 c1939
312 [17-12 - fc cc 1.5 _|Ge jA 3 Jsv $:D-10/10 __|P.E -] - ~_ |G/P-E-DC - - o e — |c1941
3123 1713 |C M1 15 lGc |A 3 |sranv |s-p-10110 |P. - e JUE - - e — |FS lc1941
3125 {17-14|C cC {15 |GE jA 3 BV/AIV |S-0-10/10 e § o] e - |U-E - v see e — 11941
3127 {171 4 cC |15 JGe |A 3 3 $-D-10/10 = - |G-E-EN - - o - — |c1941
3129 |17-1 C cCc 1.5 |Ge [A 8V S-D-V/ P.E = — |G/P-E-DC e - - - |E-GW [c1944
3131 J17-17.18]C MT J1.5_]GC_|A S D-6/6 e | ] e . |G/PE-M NEW | - —.~ |E-GW |c1939
3133 11719 ic T cC GE |A 3 -D-6/¢ — [ -1 - — [M-EwB SEW [ — — - |E-GW_[c1939
3135 |17-20 |C MT [1.5 |GC |A 3 -D-6/6 E ] - [S-E-M S-Ew _[s-cP_|° — — |E-GW_[c1839
3203 [17-2 M1 GE _|A 3 sV D-1/ E g - |AHE-WP S-EW |S-CP_{! e - |E.GW _|c1938
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3129 {19-12,13 |C T_{1.5 {GF IC 3 v D-0-3/1 {A - - - JU-2 - - 2-8§ — JEGW |c1936
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3110 |20--1 c cc Iy GE_|a 3 Is S.0-8/8 | - ol «-_|F-E-TC - - - - {18 c1935
3108 {20--12 [ MT |1 GC_{A [ - S - JF-2/3-E N-EW |~ - —~ |E-EW c1935 °
3106 {20--13 C cC |t GE _|A 3 |sv S-D-881 -- - - JGP-E-WP — - 2.G__|S-D-6/8 |E-GW 1935
3104 12014 |C cc iy GE [A 3_ {8v S-0-8:8 [P.E - - - |U-273 - '12-G __|S-D-8/8 |E-GW_|c1935
3102 {20--15_ IC MT |16 |GC |A 3_1Is D-0-66] - - -- |E-2/3-E -- -~ [ - 1§ c1934
3100 _J20-16 C M1 1 GC _JA 2 _{sv SE - - - |M-E-B N-EW | -~ - - JE-GW_[c1934
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3101 127-18.20{C cc 115 |GE |a 4 8V e - - G-1.2-BP IN-P - —  |E-GW [c193!
3103 [27-17.18]C cc |15 IGE [A 3 |sv S-D-6/8 ene B G/P-E-WP|N-EW 2-G__ |S-D-8/6 [E-GW_Jc193!
3105 |27-16 __|C co |2 GE_|A 3 |Bv S-D-8/12]S 3|8V P-E-WP_IN-G — — JE-GW [c192!
3107 |27-14.15|C M1 115 JGF A BV S-D-8/8 ae ~ - M-F-WP - -~ - —  |E-GW _[c193
311 27121304 co |2 GE_[A Bv, |s-D-8/8 |P.ES.R - AV U- N-G - 2W_IS-D-6/6] - lci93i
3115 27211 |C MT |1 GC_ A 4 |8V 5-0-6/6 |5 - - o ee - e -~ S c194(
3119 ]27-9.10 [C 1.5 H |A 4 |Bv A | e - U-E - - 1-G_ |S-D-1/1 JE.GW jc193
3123 |27-8 C D 1.5 IGM |A 3 s D-D-6/1 IS - - AN-EM_|S-EW - 1S - IR 36
3127 J272-6.7_|C T 12 GC A 3 |sv 1-0-6/6 |A 2 |HT AN-273-M[S-EW — - ~ |I-§ c193
3131 J27.¢ C MT J1.5 IMG |A 4 |BV D-D-6/6 |R - e U-E — — 1.1 S-D-6/6 |I-R c193:
3205 [13-14 p - oy - — — —
3207 [13-15__|C co |2 R_JA 3 |8V S-D-8/8_[P.E 3 [sv — — - - JE-EW [c194
3211 (1316 |C MT 1.5 |GC }A a4 |sv — - E-JAWP) - - 1-S_ |S-D-8/8 |E-GW Jc 180
3215 11317 __|C co |2 GE A 31 {sv S-D-8/8 |P.FF.S,E |3 |BV U-E S-EW o — JE-GW Jc 19:
3219 113-18.19]C co |2 GC_JA 3_|sv s-0:8/8 |P.F.SE |3 BV U-E 5-G - - - _|E-GW_[c192
3303 113-20 |c N |2 GE_IA 3 [sv S-D-8/8 |P.E 3 lav PO-F-WP IN-EW - - - |E-GW [e193
3305 §13-21 - - oce - - - e e 1e192
3305 {1322 |C CO |2 GE_|A 3 |sv .D-8/8_|P, 3 sV U-§ - -~ W —  JEEW Je183
3307 }13.23 _|c co |2 H A 3 Jev -D-8/8 |T. 3 |sv H-E-E - - - ~  |E-EW Je 18:
3309 ]13-24 _|C cC |1.5 IGE |A 5 lav -D-6/6_|P. - - - IN-EW - 3-G_ |S-0-8/8 JE-GW Jc193
331 113-25  [C co |2 GC |A 3 lsv S-0-8/12 |PE 4 {Bv — - - - ~ JE-GW lc193
3315 [13-26_|C MT J1.5 |GC |A 4 IBv P.E - - U-E — 2-G__|s-D-6/6 [e.GW_|c193
3327 1327 _|C Cc |2 H A 4 _|S D-D-6/1_|S 3 jsv A-E-DC_|S-EW -8 |7-0. hs ©192
3323 [13.28.29]C 1T 15 JoC ]a 4 |s 1-D-6/8 ous - G-ESP__IN-P -G__[5-D-6/6 |E-GW_]e182
3210 [13-12.13]C C_11s |GF |A 6 |ST Muit-C - U-2/3 2.S§ — _|I-§ c 19
3300 [14-1 C co |2 GE_JA 5 |8V $-D-6/6 R Y PEWF |NFW 3-G |S-D-6:8 |eGE {c193
3308 {13-36A |C co |2 H_ 1t 3 Jev S-0-8/12 [P 3 [sv — - - -~ |EGE < i1
3308 f13-38__ |C CO |z GE |A 3 [sv P, BV U-€ - - — JE-GW | ic
3310 [13-35  [c co |3 A 3 |sv SD-8M2IPETY Y — — - —~ JEEW jc 18
3312 1334 |c MT 1.5 MG |A 3 |8V R -] - I X - — JEGW |c i1
3314 _]13-33 _ |C Co |1.5 |GE |A 5 |av .D-6/6_|P.E ] - U-E S-G 1-S - - lec i
3318 _[13-32__|c co |2 GE_JA 3 |av -D-8/8 _|P 3 {8V - IN-SP - - Pl PIT
3318 [13- C co |2 GE_|A 3 [av -0-8/8_|P.E 3 Isv U-E S-EW — — R [y
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The Audubon Park Historic District (hereinafter referred to as the “District”) meets
Criterion A and is significant at the local level for the period 1912-1947, as a contiguous
collection of suburban residences set in a historically, socioeconomically and topographically
distinguishable region of south-central Jefferson County, Kentucky. It is part of the Railroads and
Rail-related properties in Jefferson County, 1868-1940, property type within the context of
Suburban Development in Louisville and Jefferson County, 1868-1940 ( National Register,
1988). The District represents the suburban perimeter of Jefferson County during the early
twentieth century.

This National Register District Nomination will chronicle Audubon Park’s historic
evolution during its period of signiﬁca.nce. This nomination will also evaluate Audubon Park’s
development within the following contextual themes: planned residential development; the
influence of transportation routes and technology; social trends and issues in local o’r regional
development; the influence of social and cultural health concerns; and finally comparisons of the

development of similar and/or influential property development in the Louisville area.
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Audubon Park Historic District prior to 1910

Audubon Park is located on land that once belonged to Colonel Willian.l Preston. Colonel
Preston received a land grant of 1,000 acres from King George Il in 1773 for services rendered
in the French and Indian War. At that time, Kentucky was a part of the Commonwealth of
Virginia.

This land was used as farmland and was held by the heirs of William Preston until the late
1800’s. The Prestons were extremely influential in Kentucky and Virginia in both military and
civic matters. Colonel William Preston was chief surveyor of Fincastle County, which at that time,
included all of Kentucky. His sbn, the next William Preston to own this tract of land was an
officer in the United States Army . The third William Preston, a confederate general, received his
law degree from Harvard and practiced his profession in Louisville. He was elected to the
Kentucky House of Representatives, was an elector for the Whig party for the Commonwéalth of
Kentucky in 1850, elected to Congress in 1852, and served as Minister to Spain in 1859. General
Preston left Kentucky after conflicts developed in Louisville due to the American Civil War. His

land was subsequently taken over by the United States Government.



NP§ Form 10-000-4 OMB Approvel No. 10240018

United States Department of the interior
Natlonal Park Service

Natlonal Reglster of Historic Places -

Continuation Sheet

Audubon Park Historic District
8 3 Jefferson County, Kentucky

Sectlon number Page

Planned Residential Development

The suburb of Audubon Park was conceived by G. Robert Hunt as a residential
development adjacent to a country club and golf course. Seven hundred and sixty acres of the
Preston land was purchased by the brokerage firm of Hunt, Bridgeford and Company through
their Prestonia Land Company in 1906. One-hundred and fifty of those acres were used for the
development of the Audubon Park Country Club and Golf Course. Although not located within
the District boundaries, the deve!q_pment of the golf course directly influenced the development of
the suburb of Audubon Park; |

Capitalizing on the success of the country club, Hunt’s brokerage firm established the
Audubon Realty Company to develop an additional portion of the land bounded by f"reston
Highway, Hess Lane, Eagle Pass, and Cardinal Drive, as an upper middle-class residential suburb.
This became the Audubon Park Subdivision, which is proposed as the District.

The period of significance for Audubon Park, 1912 to 1945, begins with residential

construction by Hunt, Bridgeford and Company. Their land development firm, The Prestonia
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Land Company, leased a portion of this land to Russell Houston to construct a golfcourse and
country club in 1906. Hunt, Bridgeford and Company formed the Audubon Realty Company,
which was sold to James L. Smyser, Jr. and his partners, David Keller and G. Robert Hunt, one of
the earlier developers, who'wanted to participate in the development of Audubon Park.

The new owners of the realty decided to hire Clifford B. Harmon and Company, a New
York suburban developer, to supervise Audubon Park’s development. This firm had successfully
developed over a hundred pieces of property (suburbs and private lots) in the largest United
States’ cities. Audubon Parks’s genesis as a planned development is important because it
represents the ideologies of architects and developers of the period. A movement towards |
“democratic” architecture and planning had begun with the writings of architects John Calvin
Stevens, and Albert Winslow Cobb, and included other architects such as Louis Sullivan and
Frank Lloyd Wright. According to these architects, Democrétic architecture would' lead to
socially conscious development revolving around promoting health and welfare through careful
planning of greenspaces and other elements of a more natural environment. It would-also include
homes with simple, unpretentious plans so unlike earlier Victorian-era housing with meandering

rooms, nooks and crannies. These elements are both present in Audubon Park.1
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For generations, rural country estates had been established as a retreat from the urban
world. In the early twentieth-century, middle-class residential developments were consciously -
incorporating the types of greenspaces that echoed the landscapes of those country estates. A
pastoral rationale arose that is commonly known as The Back-to-Nature Movement. This is also
the type of pastoral rationale behind the landscape designs of Frederick Law Olmsted, whose
nineteenth-century designs are prevalent throughout the city of Louisville, and surrounding
Jefferson County.

Audubon Park Subdivision grew out of an attempt to incorporate the best qualities of both
the city (fast travel to work) and the country. This is evident not only through the naming of the
suburb after the famous naturalist, John J. Audubon, but through the names of its streets as well.
Each of the streets with the noted excepﬁons of Audubon Parkway, and Valley Drive, are named
after birds found in Kentucky. Not only are the names from nature, but so are the;planned
greenspaces, including the specific development restrictions of individual property owners.

Audubon Park’s development accelerated by the end of its first decade.during the

nationwide housing boom of the 1920’s. Easy bank loans and conspicuous consumption

T
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characteristic of the era, promoted construction within the District.2 From two houses in 1911,
to more than sixty-five in 1916, the only barrier to construction was World War 1.

World War I impacted the development of the District. The Federal Government
purchased 420 acres of undeveloped land from the Audubon Park Realty Company during the
War in 1917. This became part of the twenty seven hundred acres that comprised the Zachary
Taylor Army Camp. The camp was also known as The Audubon Park Camp Site.

The proximity of Camp Taylor to the subdivision directly affected the lives of many
Audubon Park residents. Some Audubon Park residents rented apartments to the wives of
soldiers stationed at Camp Taylor. Camp Taylor prepared all American Army Chaplains for
military assignment as well as field artillery central officers who trained for candidacy for artillery
branch commissions. As a result, many soldiers were seen frequently in the suburb.

The housing construction boom seen prior to the war in Audubon Park, resumed in
1923. The promotional materials for the subdivision highlighted natural gas, city witer, electric
lights, fresh air, ample green space, and convenient loan terms for residents.

Health and social concerns also motivated some to move to Audubon Park. In the early
Twentieth Century, Jefferson County had one of the country’s highest rates of a most contagious,

sometimes fatal lung disease. The construction of Waverly Hills (JF75), a tuberculosis sanatorium
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built in Southwestern Jefferson County through the efforts of prominent Louisvillians in 1911,
illustrates disease concerns.

A new concern with sanitation and fresh air associated with open spaces, influenced new
construction standards and residential development plans in Jefferson County. Advances in
sanitary toiletry fixtures, running water systems, sewage controls and other types of domestic
technology were incorporated in middle-class households across America.3 An article in a 1903

House Beautiful “The Suburban House and Suburban Life,” states, “The suburban house

expresses freedom from restraint; it is the home of children; it means purer air; it means more
room to move around in; it means gardens; and it implies a social life which years of city living
may never engender...the suburban house is a type of progress.”4

The most important factor to influence the patterns of residential settlement in Audubon
Park was transportation technology. The Interurban, Louisville’s commuter rail sys?em was
integral to the development success of Audubon Park’s early phases. The Okolona route of the
Louisville Interurban commuter train was established in 1905. The line began in Louisville from
Fourth and Jefferson streets and and ran the length of Jeffeerson County on Preston Highway.

Following the development of Audubon Park, a stop was added to the line. Residents could
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travel to Louisville in approximately eighteen minutes. This quick commute allowed the average
middle-class worker of the time to be employed in the urban area, but maintain a permanent
suburban home environment. Henry Demarest Lloyd writing in 1901, in The Congregationalist
states, “ The new rapid transit, making it possible for cities to be four or five hundred miles in
diameter and yet keep the farthest point within an hour of the center, will complete the
suburbanization of every metropolis. Every house will be a center of sunshine and scenery.”s
Transportation and economic advances, such as road development, automobile design
improvements and financial conditions signaled the beginning of the “Automobile Age” after the
depression. As road development increased, and economic conditions improved, so did many
suburban residents purchase automobiles. This may be seen at Audubon Park through the
construction of garages to house one, two, and three or more automobiles at most residences.
The popularity of the automobile led to the decline of the mass transit rail systems lin cities such as
Louisville, whose Interurban ended its service in 1933. The afea is serviced by many major
roadways which make Audubon Park easily accessible. They are: Eastern Parkway and Clark’s

Lane on the north; Interstate 65 on the west; Newburg Road on the east; and Preston Highway

(of which is part of the old Wilderness Road) and Poplar Level Road which runs north-south.
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Other transportation influences in the area include the construction of Standiford Field in
the late forties. Unfortunately, Audubon Park, much to the consternation of many residents, is
one of the airport’s closest residential areas. This airport led to the urbanization and
modernization of the surrounding area.

The community of Audubon Park also worked toward beautification of common
greenspaces. A group of residents formed the Audubon Park Garden Club in 1929, an
organization which has had a major role in the‘conservation of the planned greenspaces, trees, and
plantings within the community.

By the end of the 1920’s, America had reached a new pinnacle of economic prosperity.
Everywhere, the fortunes made by many encouraged rapid residential development and a type of
leisured lifestyle unpredicted by earlier generations.s

The economic depression of the nineteen-thirties did not seem to affect Audubon Park’s
development as negatively as it affected communities all over Louisville, America, ii: not the
world. Audubon Park’s developmental growth is a study in stability. The rate of new home

construction in Audubon Park in the late-1920’s was an average of one house every two weeks.
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Despite the depression in the thirties, Audubon Park’s housing starts continued even |
though Louisville’s housing construction rates were adversely affected. Moreover, a fifteen
tlloesand dollar sw;imming pool was built at the Audubon Country Club in 1935,

The original plans for the subdivision were still being followed during the 1930’s and
1940’s. Approximately four hundred homes existed by 1941. Following World War II, Audubon
Park’s growth increased more gradually, while many other areas were experiencing a post-World
War II building increase resultant from the returning soldiers and families building new homes in
response to a booming economy. By the end of the 1940’s, there were approximately five
hundred and fifty homes in Audubon Park. Audubon Park Realty Company dissolved in 1947,

after all lots had been sold and the suburb was essentially fully developed.

Property Development in the Louisville area possessing similar features of Audubon Park

Widespread suburban develo;)ment around the city of Léuisville became lucrative by the
1910’s and 1920’s with improved transportation technology and enhanced infrastructure.
Historically, only the wealthy could afford both of city and country homes. Moreover, following
the expansion of Interurban lines to areas with existing temporary summer homes, such as
Glenview and Harrod’s Creek, the wealthy began building permanent residences based on the

availability of transportation. The Avish (JF771) in the Harrod’s Creek National Register District



:P.l')lom 100004 OMB Approvel No. 1024-0018

United States Department of the Interlor
Natlonal Park Service

Natlonal Register of Historic Places o

Continuation Sheet

Audubon Park Historic District

8 11 JefTerson County, Kentucky

Section number Page ___ "~

was built for Owsley and Laura Brown as the first permanent residence in the vicinity, and like
Audubon Park District, it was based on the availability of transportation on the Interurban.

These commpnities were inhabited by wealthy Louisville families such as the Browns,
Binghams, Cochrans, and Hilliards. The homes were architect-designed and the grounds
professionally landscaped: ‘These qualities were imitated by the residences ahd greenspaces of
Audubon Park.

Such residential development is also exemplified by the city of Anchorage. The history of
Anchorage is tied closely to the development of rail transportation through the town. Located ten
miles east of Louisville, the small park-like town was developed as a retreat for those citizens who
could afford the land and to build large homes. Like their peers throughout the country, these
Louisvillians sought to display their successes and enjoy them.

The Olmsted-Succesor firm designed the landscape of Anchorage. This integration of
building and landscape elements led to greener residential areas. As the community ,of Anchorage
developed, it carefully maintained the guidelines of the Olmsted plan and has kept the landscape’s
integrity.

Middle-class citizens of Louisville aspired to smaller scale versions of the wealthy

lifestyles seen in Harrod’s Creek, Nitta Yuma, and Glenview. They, too, wanted naturalist
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residential environments, enclaves from the urban areas. Because of the Interurban, and
developments such as Audubon Park, they could emulate this type of lifestyle.

The desire for planned landscapes and a sense of escape from the problAems of the urban
world was fulfilled for middle class citizens through Audubon Park. Its carefully maintained
greenspaces, and imposing stone gates all lead to the visual and psychological sense of an enclave.
Its stately flowering trees, and manicured shaded lawns continue to provide a suburban escape
from the surrounding Louisville urban area. Audubon Park holds a Dogwood Festival and Arts
and Crafts festival every year to highlight the beauty of the District.

A sense of history and community pride is being maintained through the preservation of
‘Audubon Park. Modern residents continue the high level of property and historic building

maintenance which is also ordained through city regulation.
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BOUNDARY JUSTIFICATION

The boundaries proposed for the AQdubon Park Historic District are based on the City’s
corporate limits as officially established during the city’s incorporation as a Sixth class city in
1941 (It chénged to Fifth cllass status in 1977). These boundaries include buildings with their lots
and green spaces which share common historic development, architectural styles, and function.
The boundaries proposed include the maximum concentration of buildings constructed during the
period of significance and that had association with the original plannea development during the
period of significance. This includes specifically sections A, and B of the original subdivision plat,
the only legally conterminous parts of the city of Audubon Park as defined by the corporate limits.
The District’s northern boundary is Hess Lane which corresponds not only to the Audubon Park’s
corporate limits, but to the original property developments. The District is bounded to the west by
Preston Street, another corporate limit and original property line. The District is bdt;md to the east
by Eagle Pass, which is a legal corporate boundary, and to the south by Cardinal Drive bordering
Audubon Park Country Club and Golf course, and partially by the Southern Railroad, also historic

boundaries for the planned dvevelopment of Audubon Park. Section C, whose buildings post-date

"
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the period of significance, was neither included in the original properties of significant

development, nor the Audubon Park legal corporate limits, and therefore was not included as part

of the District.
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All photogrvaphs were taken by Monica E. Henderson and Matthew Pry_bylski.

All negatives are stored at Jefferson County Historic Preservation and Archives.



