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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (if known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

Jonathan Fisher built his first home in 1796. This first house, which was 
in use for 100 years, was torn down by a Fisher descendent in 1896. It form 
the ell of the present four room, two story, house which was built in Ipli*, 
largely by the Parson himself.

This original portion of the house was allowed to fall into disrepair.
In 195U, restoration work was commenced. The house is now almost completely
restored except for a few relatively minor details. Within the home are
numerous original furnishings, including an unusual"clock built by Fisher
himself.

The barn, also built in the late 1? 
of repair.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE (Include Personages, Dates, Events, Etc.)

Jonathan Fisher, born in 1768 in New Braintree, Massachusetts, and educated 
at Harvard College from 1788 to 1795 both in liberal arts and in divinity, 
came to Blue Hill, Maine in June, 1796, as the first settled pastor of the 
Congregational Church. He was called to become minister for sixty families

He was a linguist, printer, inventor, artist, architect, teacher, poet, 
botanist and father of nine children. His ministry there lasted for forty- 
one years, and he left a record which today is the admiration of scholars, 
artists, authors, naturalists and historians.

From the time that he was a divinity student at Harvard, he kept a journal 
in which he marked the events of his life, and the happenings of the world 
around him. This record of life in the early 19th century Maine was writteji 
in a code of his own device and the contents of the Parson journal remained 
a secret until Edith Weren set about deciphering them. Mrs. Weren assisted 
her sister Mary Ellen Chase in writing her biography, Jonathan Fisher, a_ 
Maine Parson, 1768-18JJ.7.
Fisher himself wrote the well-known Scriptural Animals, which contains 1lj.2 
woodcut prints of his own design.



Chase, Mary E., Jonathan Fisher, A Maine Parson, 1768 -181|.7 
Exerpt from Historical Magazine, Dec. 1868 pp. 273-276
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Maine State Park & Recreation Commission July 1U, 1969 -
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State House
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tional Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law 

89-665), I hereby nominate this property for inclusion 

in the National Register and certify that it has been 

evaluated according to the criteria and procedures set 

forth by the National Park Service. The recommended 

level of significance of this nomination is:

National State n Local |X)

\ hereby certify that this property is included in the 

National Register.
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Lawrence Stuart 

Title Director
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