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Exterior.

Chester Inn is a 3% story Federsl-style Flemish bond
brick building constructed in 1812 as a public accemodatlon.
The brick is presently peinted white., The dimensions of the
original house esre 50 feet by 35% f=et. There were originally
paired gable end chimneys on each end, but currently only one
geble end hes these chimneys., (The east gable end chimneys
being removed.) The 1812 section of the Inn, spreering 2lmost
independent of the additions, hss five bays snd & center hsll,
The windows of 211 three floors are 6/6 sesh and have stone
lintels with keystones. The first floor 2lso hss louvered
shutters, The inset center hall doorwsy hes &n elliptical
fanlight, There is # modern two story porch with four columns
on the front fecade, Terlier snether porch, somewhat similar,
but Victorien, wes divided into twe floors end et that time e
doorwey over the center door wes inserted te provide sccess.

" te the perch. Todey that doorwey hes only & smell wrousht-iron
- versnde around it.

A lerge 3 story clspboerd wing (24' by 65') with 2 low
pltch geble roof wes sdded to the resr (north) of the Chester
Inn when Willism Renkin purchased the proparty in 1854 end
converted it into en educetionel institute. In esddition there
is 2 3 story section added to the esst gsble 2nd, probebly
during the time Renkin owned the proverty. This wing (57' by
28') is partislly brick snd pertislly clepbosrd. There is &ls¢

2 more recent one story wing added to the rear of this sectie¢.

Interior. .

The Chester Inn has & center hell plen originelly two
rooms d=ep on either side. On the first floor the western
section hes be2n opened up into one room which now serves
z8 @8 ber. (It hes not been detsrmined &s to when this room wes
opened up, but it was before 1937.) This entire room is 32%
feet bv 19 f=et. The specious hallwsy is 9 feet Dby 32% feet
#nd hes a steirwey to the resr (north). There sre two rooms
to the east of the hall; the one 18 f=:et by 15 fret &nd the
other 18 feet by 174 feet. Eech first floor room hss a firepl
end mentel, as do #11 the mesin rooms on all the floors. Tne
gsecond and third story rooms sre neerly sll identicel in size
(front: 19' by 18', beck: 19' by 15'), except for the 3rd flo
northesst room which hes been divided into two rooms. All of
'htese ro-ms sre bedrooms #s the Chester Inn still sccepts
lodgers,

Noteble detsils inside the house sre front door, steirs,
end the elegent mentelpieces, The arch of the front door hes
2 repftitive pettern of rosettes snd b-rs. In addltion, the
door freme is fluted, The three story winding stelrway has
the originel newel post, hendresils end bslusters. The mentels
ere 2ll culte ornste snd weil cerved. They sre typicsl
Ldemesque style mentels with sunbursts, ellipses, rosettes,

end diemonds in the pstterns., 2n erch in the hall and the doopr-

sarlor room wes recently removed.
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.Commerce.,

T ZITound L7730 two rosds were creested slong Bleck River
(now Chester) irn ordear teo encoursge settlement in the crees,
One roed went north #nd south #nd the other =28t #nd west,
The esst end west roed (todey known #s Route 24) wes
eventueslly chartered in 1806 s & stete highwey under the
nzme Washington Turnpike,

Zephsnis Dreke wes # proprietor of the line of stages
treveling s#long the roed from Easton to New York. In 1810
he bought lend in Chester #nd bullt the Chester Inn in
1812,

The brick house was built to accomedste overnight
lodgers on thelr wey to Easston or New York.

The stege #t first ren only once e week, but greduslly
bullt up to & coech & dey; further enhencing the trsde of
the Chester Inn snd two other smeller inns in the smell
town.

Drske sold the Inn in 1821 to Iseish Faircle &nd
his wife, who originelly owned the property, The Fsircle's
flmost immedietely sold to snother Dreke, This Drske, elong

for #n sdvertizement in the Psllsdium of Liberty (April
18, 1822) informed rerders thet Dzniel Woodruff had tsken
over the menagement of the Chester Hotel,

Sducetion.

Between 1820 #nd 1850 prosperity in Chester declined;
psrtially evidenced by freocuent owners of Chester Inn
during thet period. The Morris Cenel #nd the rsilrosds

forms of trensportetion completely by-pessed the villege
of Chester,

Probsbly #s & result of the infeasibllity of continuin
to operste the tsvern end lodge #t & profit it wes egein
sold, in 1854, but this time to Willism Renkin, who
trensformed Chestor House Inn into & private educationsl
fscility.

Renkin, formerly & tescher 2t Deckertown, New Jersey,

with his wife, evpovsrently did not operate the Inn themselve§

were the prime ceuse of this decline. These new znd improved

g
e

=

enlsrged the bullding to its present proportions by adding

W8S & ppllege prepargtory school for young men 3nd( intere
cont,

two wings, His school, which he cslled the Chester Institut
§ §Eingly
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NAME AND TITLE:

Historic Sites Section Stsff (Terry Kerschner, Historisn)

ORGANIZATION

Depsrtment of Environmental Protection

DATE

Sept, 26, 197

STREET AND NUMBER:

Box 1420

CITY OR TOWN:

Trenton

As the designated State Liaison Officer for the Na-
tional Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law

89-665), 1 hereby nominate this property for inclusion
in the National Register and certify that it has been

evaluated according to the c-iteria and procedures set
forth by the National Park Service. The recommended

level of significance of this nomination is:

0

National State [}

Local {X)

Bichard J. Sullivan

Titte Commissioner, Department

of Environmentsl Protectlo

pate NOVember 26, 1973

STATE

CODE

ELA

1 hereby certify that this property is included in the
National Register. R '

Ao

Director, Office of Archeology and Historic Preservation

ATTEST:

Keeper of fhe" National

L) 7%\

Date

GPO 931.894

Society:
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8, Significence (cont.)

elso o school of grece for young women.
Renkin moved his clessicel school to Mendhem in 1862 end
sold the Chester Inn bsck to its former owners, the Budds.

Architecture,

The Chester Inn is # fine =xemple of New Jersey Federal-
style srchitecture; especlslly when considering the building
wes constructed #s & public building. The Inn is typicel
Federsl Period rectengular form, exceot for the uncommon third
floor which is compenssted by the somewhat lerger proportions
otherwise.

The fireplece mentels sre exceptionelly fine cerved
piesces. They sre of the typlcel Ademesque style with rosettes,
sunbursts, ellipses, #nd diemonds in the pstterns, A local
(Chester) craftsmen nesmed Schuyler probsbly did the carving
for them s well #s other work in the Inn end throughout
lMendhem.
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6. Representation (cont.)

New Jersey Historic Sites Inventory (683.2)
State Survey: 1968, 1973
Historic Sites Section, Depsrtment of Envirenmentel
Protection
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