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Exterior.
Chester Inn Is a 3t story Federal-style Flemish bond 

brick building constructed in 1812 as a public acoomodatlon. 
The brick is presently painted wEite. The dimensions of the 
original house are 50 feet by 35J feet. There ware originally 
paired gable end chimneys on each end, but currently only ©ne 
gable end has these chimneys. (The east gable end chimneys 
being removed.) The 1812 section ©f the Inn, appearing almost 
independent of the additions, has five bays and a center hall, 
The windows of all three floors are 6/6 sash and have stone 
lintels with keystones. The first floor mis© has louvered 
shutters. The inset center hall doorway has an elliptical 
fanlight. There is a modern two story porch with four columns 
on the front facade. Surlier another porch, somewhat similar, 
but Victorian, was divided into two floors and-at that time » 
doorway over the center door WPS inserted t® provide access. 
to the porch. Today that doorway has only a small wrought-iroi 
veranda around it.

A large 3 story clapboard wing (2^» by 65*) with a low 
pitch gable roof was added t© the re^r (north) ©f the Chester 
Inn when William Rsnkin purchased the property in I85i and 
converted it into an educational institute. • In addition there 
is a 3 storjr section added t© the e^st g?bla end, probably 
during the time Ri?nkln owned the property. This wing (57* ^y 
28 1 ) is partially brick and partially clapboard.- There is also 
a more recent one story wing added to the rear of this section
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rn
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Interior.
The Chester Inn has a center hall plsn originally two 

rooms deep on either side. On the first floor the western 
section has bean opened up into one room which now serves 
?s a bar. (It has not bean determined as to when this room wa« 
opened up, but it was before 1937.) This entire room is 32^ 
feet by 19 feet. The spacious hallway is 9 feet by 32| faet 
s-nd has a stairway to th@ rear (north). There are two rooms 
to the east of the hall; the one 18 f-et by 15 f^et and the 
other 18 feet by 17i fest. Each first floor room hea a fireplace 
i?nd mantel, as do all the main rooms on all the floors. Trie 
second and third story rooms ?re nearly all identical in size 
(front: 19* by 18', back: 19' by 15 1 K except for the 3rd floor 
northeast room which has been divided into two rooms. All of 
htese rooms are bedrooms as the Chester Inn still accepts 
lodgers.

Notabla details inside the hous® are- front door, stairs, 
and the elegant mantelpieces. The arch of the front door h»s 
a repetitive pattern of rosettes ?nd b^rs. In addition, the 
door frame is fluted. The three story winding stairway has 
the original newel post, handrails and balusters. The mantels 
ere all oulte ornate ^nd well carved. They are typical 
Ademesque style ma.ntals with sunbursts, ellipses, rosettes, 
and diamonds in the patterns. An arch in the hall i»nd the door- 
wry to the north parlor room was recently removed.________
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

.Commerce*
Ground i?30 two roads were created Bit ok River

(now Chester) in order t© encourage settlement in the rres. 
One r©ad went north i?nd south pnd the other e?st and west. 
The e^stsnd west road (today known es Route 2&) w»s 
eventually chartered in 180o ?rs a state highway under the 
n^me Washington Turnpike.

Zepheni^ Drake wrs a proprietor of the line of stages 
traveling ^long the road from Saston to New York. In 1810 
he bought land in Chester and built the Chester Inn in 
1812.

The brick house was built to ©ocomodate overnight 3. 
lodgers on their way to Saston or New York.

The stage et first ran only once 9. week, but gradually 
built up to ft coach a d^y; further enhancing the trade of 
the Chester Inn #nd two other smaller inns in the smell 
t@wn.

Drake sold the Inn in 1821 to Isaiah Faircl© and 
his wife, wh© originally owned the property. The Fsirclo's 
almost immediately sold to mother Dr?»ke. This Dreke, along 
with his wife, ffpoerently did not operate the Inn themselves 
for ^n advertizement in the Pel Indium of Liberty (April 
18, 1822) informed readers that Daniel Woodruff had tnken 
over the mrnsgement of the Chester Hotel.

Education.
Between 1820 «nd 1850 prosperity in Chester declined; 

psrtially evidenced by freouent ©wners of Chester Inn 
during that period. The Morris Canal rnd the railroads 
were the prime c©use of this decline. These new and improved 
forms ©f trrnsportttion completely by-passed the village 
of Chester.

Probably as £ result of the infeasibility of continuin 
to operate tfre tavern and lodge af'a profit it was egsin 
sold, in 1854, but this time to William Rankin, wh© 
transformed Chester House Inn into a private educational 
facility.

Rankin, formerly a teacher ®t Deckertown, New Jersey, 
enlarged the building to its present proportions by adding 
two wings. His school, which he called the Chester Instltut 

preparatory school for young men and, interes• inters 
(cont.)
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8. Significance {cont.)

also a school of grace for young women.
Rankln moved his classical school to Msndhpm in 1862 and 

sold the Chester Inn back to its former owners, the Budds.

Architecture.
The Chester Inn is a fine example of New Jersey Federal- 

style architecture; especially when considering the building 
WPS constructed ss a public building. The Inn is typical 
Federal Period rectangular form, except for the uncommon third 
floor which is compensated by the somewhat larger proportions
otherwise.

The fireplace mantels are exceptionally fine curved 
pieces. They are of the typical Mamesque style with rosettes, 
sunbursts, ellipses, rnd diamonds in the patterns. A local 
(Chester) craftsman named Schuyler probrbly did the carving 
for them as well as other work in the Inn and throughout 
Mendham.
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6. Representation (cont.)

New Jersey Historic Sites Inventory (683.2) 
State Survey: 1968, 19?3 
Historic Sites Section, Department of Environmental

Protection 
Box lJf20, Trenton, NJ
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