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7. Historical data. Explain the historical/architectural importance of this area. 

An ii.ipresoive grouping; of three decker tenements, 
l o c a t e d next t o the Reed and Barton Co. complex on Ylest 
B r i t t a n i a Gtreet, c o n s t i t u t e s the best d i s p l a y of t h i s 
r e s i d e n t i a l b u i l d i n g type i n the c i t y . I t i s l i k e l y t h a t 
the t h r e e s t r u c t u r e s , i d e n t i c a l i n plan and d e t a i l s , were 
b u i l t a t the same time by a s i n g l e speculator, Thorias Nichols, ancl 
were used as working class housing. 

The i n f l u e n c e of the C o l o n i a l Revival S t y l e i s evident 
i n these b u i l d i n g s i n t h e i r c l a s s i c a l l y d e t a i l e d porches 
and corner p i l a s t e r s , p l a c i n g t h e i r probable date of 
c o n s t r u c t i o n at c. 1914. Their sheathing of v/ood sh i n g l e s 
also represents the widespread appeal of t h i s m a t e r i a l f o r 
domestic c o n s t r u c t i o n at t h e t u r n - o f - t h e - c e n t u r y . ' 

Long-neglected i n the study of 20th century urban 
a r c h i t e c t u i ^ e , the t h r e e decker i s a m u l t i - f a m i l y house type 

. w e l l adapted t o the d e n s i t y of many i n d u s t r i a l i z e d c i t i e s , 
i n New England. A r c h i t e c t u r a l l y , these s t r u c t u r e s evolved 
from the l a t e 19th century rowhouse i n t o a f r e e s t a n d i n g 

f'-*^ s t r u c t u r e , of wood r a t h e r than b r i c k , t h a t c h a r a c t e r i s t i c a l l y 
f e a t u r e d a t h r e e s t o r y porch. B u i l t i n l a r g e numbers from 
the l a t e 1880's through the e a r l y 1930's, t h r e e deckers are 
u s u a l l y found i n areas adjacent t o i n d u s t r i a l complexes 
and w i t h i n range of p u b l i c t r a n s p o r t a t i o n f a c i l i t i e s . 

The three deckers on West B r i t t a n i a S t r e e t possess i n t e g r i t y 
of l o c a t i o n , design, s e t t i n g , m a t e r i a l s , workmanship and h i s t o r i c a l 
a s s o c i a t i o n . Number 433 West B r i t a n n i a , which i s c i r c l e d i n red 
on the sketch map has been aluminum sided and l o s t i t s a r c h i t e c t u r a l 
i n t e g r i t y . The remaining two p r o p e r t i e s , 434 and 4 35 West 
B r i t a n n i a S t r e e t meet C of the Na t i o n a l Register of , .. 
H i s t o r i c Places. 

8. Bibliography and/or references such as local histories, deeds, assessor's records, 
early maps, etc. 

Arthur J. Krim, "The • Three Decker as Urban A r c h i t e c t u r e i n 
New England," i n Monadnock, v o l . LXIV, June 1970 

Sanborn, 1937 
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2. Location 

3. Classification 

Category Ownership 
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Status 
Accessible 

Present Use 

4. Owner of Property 

5. Location of Legal Description 

6. Representation in Existing Surveys 
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7. Description 

Condition 
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I I ruins 

[Z] unexposed 

Check one 

unaltered 
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8. Significance 
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