


7. Historical data. Explain the historical/architectural importance of this area.

An ii.ipresoive grouping; of three decker tenements,
located next t otheReed and Barton Co. conmplex on Ylest
Brittania Gtreet, constitutes thebest display of this
residential building type i nthecity. It i slikely that
the three structures, identical i nplan and details, were
built at thesane time by a single speculator, Thorias Nichols, ancl
were used as working class housing.

The influence of t heColonial Revival Style i s evident
in these buildings i ntheir classically detailed porches
and corner pilasters, placing their probable date of
construction at c. 1914. Their sheathing of v/iood shingles
also represents thew despread appeal of this material for
domestic construction at t heturn-of-the-century.

Long-neglected i nt hestudy of 20th century wurban
architectuie, thethree decker i sa multi-fami |y house type
wel | adapted t ot hedensity of many industrializedcities,
in New England. Architecturally, these structures evolved
fromthelate 19th century rowhouse into a freestanding
structure, of wood rather than brick, that characteristically
featured a three story porch. Built i nlarge nunmbers from
the late 1880's through t heearly 1930's, three deckers are
usually found i nareas adjacent toindustrial complexes
and within range of public transportation facilities.

The three deckers on West Brittania Street possess integrity
of location, design, setting, materials, workmanship and historical
association. Nunber 433 West Britannia, which i scircled i n red
on t hesketch map has been alum num sided and lost itsarchitectural
integrity. The remaining two properties, 434 and 435 West
Britannia Street nmeet C of t heNational Register of |,

Historic Places.

8. Bibliography and/or references such as local histories, deeds, assessor's records,
early maps, etc.

Arthur J. Krim "The+ Three Decker as Urban Architecture i n
New Engl and," i nMnadnock, vol. LXIV, June 1970

Sanborn, 1937
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