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The Warren Block ranks as one of the most sophisticated
and complex Queen Anhe style structures in Maine. Designed
in 1882, thig multi-purpose building was the work of John
CalvinuStev¢§s I while in the partnership of Fassett and
Stevens of Portland. The Block is an excellent example of
a progressive trend in late 19th century American architecture
to be concerned with interior functions and allow that consid-
eration to d3ctate exterior form. Thus, little traditional
symmetry is present in Stevens' irregular and picturesque plan,
An additional factor which governed the Block's design was
its triangular parcel of land located at the intersection of
two major thoroughfares.

The Warren Block has an elongated rectangular shape, ‘stands
three stories high, and possesses a somewhat irregular hipped
roof with a small square domed tower. The building has a
granite foundation, is of brick and frame construction, and
displays brownstone and terra cotta decoration. The first two
stories are of brick while the third one is of wood and sheathe
in shingles.

The east elevation of the Warren Block faces on the inter-
section., Originally the first and second stories of this wall
contained a progression of three arched windows which lighted
the structures major stairwell, Decorative terra cotta panels
were located under all three windows and above the center one
as well, A small window with a brownstone sill and lintel
appeared in the northeast corner of the wall, This first and
second story elevation is now covered by a modern one story
frame addition which is used as a pharmacy. The third story
remains intact with its central projecting bay and flanking
shingled walls. This bay contains three front and two side
windows which exhibit the period style of many small panes

of glass in the upper half, Variations of this window arranges:z

ment are repeated throughout the building. The bay 1is capped
by a handsome triangular pediment which features an 1ntrlcate
terra cotta panel bearing the date "1882." This panel is
surrounded by a wooden dentil molding.

The north wall is the principal facade of the Warren Block,
This wall is comprised of three major sections. Located at
the northeast corner, the first section is basically one bay
wide, The first story contains the principal entrance to the
major stairwell, The double entrance docrs are paneled and
have a multi-paned overlight above them., Over the doorway is
a large triangular pediment supported by two graceful brackets.
This pediment contains a terra cotta ornament with a beautiful-
ly free-flowing design. The ornament is surrounded by a dentil
molding. To the left of the doorway is a small window with
a brownstone sill and lintel. A horizontal course of brown-
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7. Description (continued)
part window surrounded by a shingled wall.

The central section is the largest portion of the
wall, The first story contains three stores, the shop fro
of which have all been altered. The fronts are divided by
four brick piers which are ornamented near the top by a
recessed brick cross within a recessed brick square.Horiz-
ontal bands of brownstone appear above and below this decoration.
The second story possesses a series of six elongated arched
windows., Their brownstone sills are part of a horizontal
brownstone course across the facade of this section. Another
horizontal brownstone course appears near the top of the
windows. The predominant feature of the third story is a
large projecting bay which features an elaborately mullioned
double window. Immediately below are two terra cotta panels.
Below these is a wooden supportive element which gracefully
tapers to another terra cotta panel. Above the double window
is a triangular pediment in which is located a terra cotta
panel., A dentil molding surrounds this panel and also appears
below the pediment. In addition to the projecting gable, the
third story contains a double window as well as a single
one on either side of the gable,

The third section of the north wall contains a shop
front in original condition. Above it are three arched windows
with brownstone lintels. The shingled third story contains
three more windows.,

The west wall of the Warren Block is the least elaborate.
The first story has a brick wall with one small arched window
in the center. The second story possesses three arched windows,
a small one in the center, flanked by two large ones. Both
these first and second story windows have brownstone lintels.
The shingled third story displays a series of three single
windows.

The south wall of the Warren Block is composed of four
major parts. The first part contains an arched doorway and
window on the first story, two arched windows on the second,
and three windows on the third. The second part is a four-
walled projection. Its first section has an arched single
window on the first story, an arched double window on the
second story, and a single window on the third. The second
section has two arched doorways on the first story, the right
one of which has become enclosed, Above these is a large brick
wall with a terra cotta panel in the center featuring a vase
of flowers and capped by a broken scroll pediment,
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7. Description continuation sheet #2

The third story hasa double window below which appear two
rectangular panels and a series of projecting moldings. The
third section has been altered into a store front on the first
story, while an arched double window appears on the second and
a single ome on the third. The fourth section contains more
of the recent shop front on the first story, while thesecond
and third stories each feature a handsome terra cotta ornament.
The second story panel bears the letter "W" for Warren.

The third major part of the Warren Block's south wall also
has a modern store entrance on its first floor. Above this
are two arched windows on the second story and a double
window on the third. The final part of the south wall has
two arched windows on the first story and one on the second,.
The third story displays a three part window.

Despite the addition to the east wall and some lesser
changes, the Warren Block is basically intact. It functions
on its original plan of shops on the first story and offices
and meeting halls on the second and third stories. The
complexity and richness of its Queen Anne design makes the
Block a building of continual interest.

GPO 921.724



INSTRUCTIONS

SEE

ppropriate
[ Pre-Columbian| [J 16th Century [ 18th Century {1 20th Century

[J 15th Century (] 17th Century fgl 19th Century
SPECIFIC DATE(S) (If Applicable and Known) 1882
AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE (Check One or More as Appropriate)
Abor iginal [0 Education 3 Political [J Urban Planning
[ Prehistoric (] Engineering ] Religion/Phi. [ Other (Specity)
[J Historic [ Industry losophy
] Agriculture [] Invention [ Science
X Architecture [ Landscape [J Sculpture
O Art Architecture (R Social/Human-
[J Commerce (O Literature itarian
[ Communications [ Military ] Theater
[} Conservation [ Music {3 Transportation

STATEMENT OF SiGNIFICANCE

The early years of the S.D. Warren Co., in Westbrook,
Maine were marked by what were for the times, extraordinarily
good employer-employee relations. The man, most responsible
for this situation was Samuel Dennis Waryen, founder and
principal owner of the company. Although a resident of Boston
he was nevertheless ¢oncerned for the welfare of the Maine
community:where e plant was located. The outpouring of
sentiment at his ‘death in 1888 was quite obviously genuine
on the part of Westbrook residents.

Born.on September 13, 1817 at Grafton, Massachusetts and
educated at a Quaker school in Groton, and later an academy
in Amherst, Warren at age 15 entered th paper business as
an employee of Grant and Daniell paper dealers in Boston.

At 21 he was admitted to the firm as a junior partner,

Rising rapidly in the firm, he acquired on his own account
in 1854; the property in Westbrook known as Cumberland Mills.
By 1867, having bought out Daniell, he was in business under hi
own name and the plant at Cumberland Mills was growing rapidly.
This growth continued, with a brief interruption from the
Panic of 1873 until his death when 35.D. Warren & Co, had
become one of the major paper producers in the country.

He was always interested in manufacturing innovations:
and moved into the wood pulp revolution at just the right
time., He made his decisions with intelligence and foresight,
yet moved with sufficient deliberation to avoid adversity.

Hie social consciousness was widely manifest in Westbrook.
The company housing which he provided in the area of the plant
was a good example of urban planning and far more adequate
than ex .isted in most industrial communities of the time.
Warren provided half the money to build the Warren Congregat-
ional Church, of which he was a member,in 1869; built the
parsonage in 1887 and was also instirumental in school
construction. From the beginning he provided a small library
for workers and his wife left a bequest which still largely
supports the town library,.
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As the designated State Liaison Officer for the Na-
tional Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law
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in the National Register and certify that it has been
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forth by the National Park Service. The recommended
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8. Significance

The Warren Block is perhaps the most substantial monument
to his interest in the community. Typically he retained one
of Maine's most prominent architects, John Calvin Stevens I
to design the structure and a contemporary newspaper account
marvelled at, " the artistic skill," displayed on the interior,
It was intended as a community service building, and as such
contained four stores, several offices, a public hall and
a hall for the 0dd Fellows and Knights of Pythias. One reporter
asserted that, " it will-excell anything of its kind in the
State of Maine if not in New England,"

The Warren Block is most significant as an example of
industrial benevolence at a time when such concern for the
workers and the community in which they lived was all too
rare. S.D. Warren was reported by a contemporary as commenting:

I did not build this as an investment; I did
not expect it would pay when I . built it; but I
knew that the Knights of Pythias and the 0dd
Fellows were quite large bodies and I learned = -
that it was their-duty to help each other. We
have but a little while to 1live, and it is our
duty as men and as citizens to do all that we
can to help each other, and I have built this
building more especially that they might have
a place to meet, for I believe that one can do
better business where such institutions are
encouraged.,

This statement reveals the builder of—-the Warren Block
to have been a rather honest mixture of benevolerce and
self interest mixed in proper proportions to beneéfit the
entire community. Maybe that is one reason why S.D. Warren
never experienced a strike in the lifetime of its founder"
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