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Technically, neither the Lebanon nor the Everett Mine was 
actually developed from a central 'tunnel' passage. The attached 
diagram pf mine workings indicates that drifts, shafts and cross 
cuts were worked, instead, from what is defined officially as, 
a central 'adit' — a horizontal passage with only one surface 
opening. Neither adit was ever driven through the mountain to 
the surface on the opposite side, despite the prevailing optimise 
of the 1870s.

The Lebanon opens into the side of Republican Mountain throug; 
a wooden bulkhead, approximately 450 feet east and 25 feet belo 
the Everett portal level. A wood bulkhead has been added at the 
Everett portal. '.

Because of the proximity of one mine to the other, the^Alham- 
bra and" Morning Star lodes, the two principal lodes of this grouo 
are encountered in both mines. The country rock surrounding 
these veins, through which the mines were worked, has been iden 
tified as gneiss.

Initial re-opening of the mines was completed in 1969 prepara 
tory to restoration and development of the mines as elements of 
the Georgetown Loop Historic Mining Area. As a result of this 
work, the Lebanon adit is now open to a length of 1,000 feet, 
while re-opening was halted 500 feet into the Everett adit, at 
the point of a major cave. Contemporary reports indicate that 
the Lebanon adit originally extended approximately 1100 to 1200 
feet into the mountain. The attached diagram records a length 
of 1082 feet in 1908. It is more difficult to determine the 
original length <of the Everett adit, due to the infrequent pub 
lication of production figures. An 1883 mining directory record 
a length of 700 feet, while the- attached diagram maps the centra 
adit to a length of 1000 feet in 1908.

In both mines, re-opening work has exposed many of the originilz 
shafts, cross-cuts and drifts, which had been buried as the 
natural result of inactivity, coupled with the destructive effects 
of highway construction above the mines. Ultimately, it is hopel 
that additional drifts and cross-cuts can be opened fully to 
their original lengths, linking the two mines together.

Remains of original air-line pipes and ore car tracks have 
been discovered and preserved as samples for future restoration 
of the mines. Timbering has been replaced or secured in order t:> 
meet strict Bureau of Mines safety standards. Following the 
completion of re-opening work in 1969, a Colorado Bureau of Mines 
inspector reported that, "both tunnels are well-timbered and in 
good shape."
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For several years following the 1859 discovery' ©£-:'g.Qld in 
the Clear Creek region, the surface:~-ores: rpf the Griffith Mining 
District were worked primarily for gold. The most consistent 
product of this "gold fever," however, was disappointment. It 
was not until the middle of the following decade that a more 
abundant mineral resource was identified by miners who dis 
covered rich silver veins in the mountains rising from Clear 
Creek. The most active silver-lead mining began in 1872 and 
continued, according to production statistics, until 1894, the 
year following the collapse of the silver market. Near-by 
towns, such as Georgetown and Silver Plume, paralleled the 
mining industry in growth but suffered, as well, through depen 
dency, during the years of decline. Operations at the, Lebanon 
and Everett Mine Tunnels reflect this regional trend in pro 
duction and decline.

The Lebanon Tunnel was driven into Republican Mountain by 
the Lebanon Mining Company, in order to develop mining pro- 
pefti'esr purchased in September, 1870. These lodes, known as 
the Kentucky Group, were discovered in 1865, one of the earlies 
silver Tode discoveries on Republican Mountain. Work began on 
the company's new Republican Mountain tunnels in May, 1871, and 
continued steadily through the decade, with only one significan 
slow-down, related to the panic of 1873. By the year 1880, the 
Lebanon Tunnel had been driven 914 feet into the mountain and 
excitement was high. Production figures for the year 1880 in 
dicate that the Lebanon was one of the finest properties being 
worked in the area.

Although production activity at the Everett Tunnel lagged 
behind the Lebanon time schedule, the same high level of excite 
ment and expectation pervades accounts-of development. it is 
not known when the Everett Tunnel was actually opened into 
Republican Mountain, although an 1880 publication provides one 
clue": that, "the Everett Tunnel is something over 200 feet in 
length." Figures published in 1883 indicate that the Republican 
Mountain Silver Mines Company had driven the Everett an addi 
tional 500 feet into the mountain, and that the tunnel was 
producing at a steady rate.
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8. SIGNIFICANCE ,

Good strikes were made on Republican Mountain, at least until 
the mid-1880s, when production figures for the Lebanon Tunnel 
record a let-down in the production of silver ore. Mining 
directories published in 1898 list both tunnels under the super 
vision of a Silver Plume agent, although the lack of new pro 
duction figures indicates that possibly the mines were not being 
actively worked at that time. Mining directories published in 
1901 list both the Everett and Lebanon Mine Tunnels as "idle" 
properties.

The Lebanon and Everett Tunnels are currently being restored 
as components of the Georgetown Loop Historic Mining Area, an 
interpretive complex devoted to frontier mining technology, under 
the administration of the State Historical Society of Colorado. 
The representative significance of these two mine tunnels is of 
primary importance. The Lebanon and Everett Mine Tunnels developed, 
produced and declined in time with the sequence of events recorded 
as the history of silver mining in the once-renowned Griffith 
Mining District. Today, they serve to typify the excitement, 
wealth and disappointment of the Colorado mining frontier.
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Everett Mine Tunnel 
U.S.G.S. Map 
Silver Plume Special Map 
Clear Creek County, 

Colorado 
1906 
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