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Town Sout hbri dge
Address 42 Ham | ton Street
Historic Nane Comi ns-\Wall House

Use: Present commerci al /residenti al

"o Original residential
DESCR PTI ON
Date ca. 1850

Source 1855 nap. visual analysis

Style Geek Revival

Architect unlmm
Exterior Wdl Fabric dapboards & asphalt

o shingles
Outbuildings none
Mga Alterations {with dates) Quen Amne
porch added late 19th century
Condition Gax
Moved fW Dae h IA
Aaese I"OO0 glie fICTg"

Setting mixed commercial & residential

Recorded by E Wbodford, S Ceccacci
ed. S QWi >x
Organi zati on Southbridge Historical Com

m ssxor
Date Mav 1986



NN WL REG STER (R TER A STATEMENT (i f appl i cabl e)

The Comins-Wall House i ssignificant for itsassociation with
Southbridge's Globe Village development anditsregionally important
gable-front. Greek Revival form | t meets National Register criteria
A and C at t helocal level andretains integrity of location,
materials, workmanship, and design. The boundaries indicated on t he
attached assessors map ar ethose of current ownership.

ARCHTECTURAL SGNIHCANCE Destribe Important ar chitectural features ad evaluate In taras of
other buildings within the community.

This nmodest Greek Revival style cottage is typical of many dwellings built of f of Main Street
in Centre Village at md-century. One-and-a-half stories inheight, i tis of the usual three
bay, side entry, gable front type which was the nost common m ddle class house form in South-
bridge from the m dtolate—9th century. Like many of these smaller versions of the Geek
Revival cottage,'this house does not have a conplete facade pedi ment, but rather gable returns
to give a pedinment effect. Typical of the best exanples of Geek Revival houses, the Com ns-
Wal | House has substantial, broadly proportioned Classical trim  Thewell preserved house
retains itsorigiilo* cornice, fileted frieze, paneled corner pilasters andlarge entrance with
three quarter sidelights, a transomand a six paneled, raised panel front door. The present
front porch was probably added i n about the |SSO s.

HISTORICAL SGNIHCANCE Explain the role omas played In local or state history and how the
building relates to the dedogpmat of the comnunity.
(e of the only dwellings tosurvive early-20th century commercial expansion alongthe
Main Street end of Ham Iton Street, this structureis also a.rare survivor of a fire which
destroyed much of the area in 1863. 't is thus oneof the fewremining exanples-ofthe
m ddle andworking class housing which was built north of Main Street in Centre Village
around the mddle of the 19th~century.

The earliest attribution of ownership appears on the 1855 Southbridge nap as "J. Canins".
It seens |ikely that this was a misspelling for sone other name, possibly Comns or Conmns.

During the 1870's the house belonged t oGeorge F. Wall, a nerchant tailor anddealer in
"Foreign and Anerican wool ens". Beginning as early as the 1890's andcontinuing onintot he
early years of the 20th-century, i twas occupied by John T. Halpin, a dealer inprovisions.
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