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1. Name 

For NPS use only 

JUN 8 1983 
received 

date entered 

historic state Normal Training School fprof err-ed:̂ -

and/or common Washing ton--8«-eet School 

2. Location 
[ street & number U a s l i i n g t o n S t r e e t ^ i j ^ n o t for publication 

city, town W e s t f i e l d l lZAvicinity of 

state code 025 county Hampden code 

3. Classification 
Category Ownersh ip 

district ^ public 
• ^ bullding(s) private 

structure both 
site Publ ic Acqu is i t ion 
object .J . . in process 

—Lii jeing considered 

Status 
— occupied 

unoccupied 
work in progress 

Access ib le 
X yes: restricted 

yes: unrestricted 
no 

Present Use 
agriculture 
commercial 
educational 
entertainment 
government 
industrial 
military 

museum 
park 
private residence 
religious 
scientific 
transportation 

_ X other: v a c a n t 

4. Owner of Property 
name C i t y o£ W e s t f i e l d 

street & number C i t y H a l l , Cour t S t r e e t 

city, town W e s t f i e l d WA. vicinity of state Massachusetts 

5. Location of Legal Description 

courthouse, registry of deeds, etc. R e g i s t r y o f Deeds, Hampden County H a l l o f J u s t i c e 

street & number 50 S ta te S t r e e t 

city, town Springfield state Massachusetts 

6. Representation in Existing Surveys 
title I nven to ry o f H i s t o r i c .Assets o f the ^as this property been determined eligible? 

CuiuiiunwealLJi it] 56 
. yes )^ no 

date September. 1982 federal x state . county local 

depository for survey records Massachusetts H i s t o r i c a l Commission 

city, town Boston state MA 



7 . D e s c r i p t i o n state Normal Training School, Washington Street, Westfield, MA 

Condition Check one Check one 
y excellent deteriorated unaltered £i original site ^ ,. 

good ruins altered moved date L 
fair unexposed 

Describe the present and original (if known) physical appearance 
The State Normal Training School, a late Victorian masonry structure, (1899/1900. Gardner, 
Pyne and Gardner architects), is situated on a level lot, set back about forty feet fron 
Washington Street in iVestfield and roughly centered between the two other side streets. 
Landscaping consists of a lawn with sane trees and shrubs on Washington Street; the 
remainder of the lot is pav̂ ed. There are no outbuildings associated with the school 
structure. A mixture of residential and conmercial business buildings dating fron the 
last three-quarters of the 19th century characterizes the surrounding neighborhood. 

Rectangular in plan, the State Normal Training School rises Th stories from a f u l l 
basement (granite at grade, back below grade) with a large attic due to its double hip 
roof. Greyish slate shingles sheath the lower pitch. The shallow upperpitch with 
skylight is not v^isible fron the street. Pairs of decorative book chimneys pierce both 
the east and west roof slopes. Red brick, probably produced by the Westfield Brick 
company, is the predcsninant building material, trimmed with cut brownstone. The 1900 
Board of Education Annual Report states that the bricks were "Culled", undoubtably 
to keep cons traction costs down'. . : i • .. . 

The building's four symmetrical elevations are basically similar with a central bay 
surmounted by a projecting roof gable and flanking bays containing four windows on each 
story (rectangular on the f i r s t and segmentally arched on the second) and four small 
windows at basement grade level. Ornamentation overall is fa i r l y simple consisting of 
plain brownstone window lintels and watercourse, dog tooth brickwork between the upper 
story and eaves and exposed decorative rafter feet under the eaves. 

Architectural interest is focussed on the central bays in which vertical emphasis plays 
against the strong horizontality of the total structure. The most elaborate treatment 
occurs on the west (Washington Street) elevation; a double door entry oh the f i r s t story 
is recessed und6r a-'segmental atch with cai'Ved brownstone panels and colonettes flanked .. 
by segmentally arched windows. This is surmounted by a brownstone l i n t e l spanning the 
central bay and engraved''in gothic type: "State Normal Training School 1899". A row 
of five segmentally arched windows marks the second story, surmounted in the gable 
field by a single wider segmentally arched window. ' . ,. 

The north and a south (side) elevation's central gable bays are identical consisting of 
a shallow gable roof projecting porch supported on brownstone columns at basement level 
surmounted by a square window and segmentally arched window which overlap the f i r s t and 
second stories and second and attic stories respectively. 

The east (rear) elevation repeats the side elevations, but lacks an entry porch. With 
the exception of a three story steel f i r e escape applied to the rear elevation which has 
not irretrievably damaged the fabric of the building. The exterior of the Training School 
is unchanged since i t s construction. 

The interior;is described in the assessor's records as having a concrete basement a 
superstructure of steel beams and columns, pine wainscoted walls, and ceilings of pressed 
metal (tin?). Almost a l l of this interior detailing renains intact. The f i r s t floor 
contains five classrooms and two offices, while the second floor has six classrooms. 

(continued) 
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The Training School is located on the site of the original State Nomal School constructed 
in 1843. There i s , therefore, sane potential for the presence of associated archaeological 
ranains i n the form of s u r f i c i a l a r t i f a c t deposits and for features. 

A forthcoming rehabilitation project is planned to stabilize the building's fabric and convert 
i t for use as office space, following the Secretary of the Interior's Standards. 

Part 8 Page 1 * • : 

The State Normal Training School typifies the characteristics of the Romanesque Revival 
style of the late Victorian period in i t s overall proportions, ornamentation and multiple 
masonry types. Only two similar institutional buildings of the period are extant in 
Westfield: the Ashley Street School and the State Nonnal School (1892; NR). 



8. Significance State Normal Training School , Washington St. , Westfield, MA 

Period Areas of Significance—Check and justify below 
prehistoric archeology-prehistoric community planning landscape architecture religion 
1400-1499 archeology-historic conservation law science 
1500-1599 agriculture economics literature sculpture 

. 1600-1699 _2L architecture - education military " social/ 
1700-1799 art engineering music humanitarian 

_X_ 1800-1899 commerce exploration/settlement philosophy theater 
1900- communications industry politics/government transportation 

invention . - . other (specify) 

Specific dates B u i l t 1899/1900 Builder/Architect Gardner, Pyne S Gardner, a r r h i t e r t s 

Statement of Significance (in one paragraph) 

The State Normal Training School possessed integrity of location, design, materials, 
worknanship, feeling and association. I t is an outstanding local example of late 
Victorian institutional architecture designed by the prominent area firm of Gardner, 
Pyne and Gardner, additionally i t served as the home of the second oldest public 
teacher training school in the nation, thus chronicling a tuming point in late 19th 
century educational reform. The State Nonnal Training School meets criteria A, B, and 
C of the National Register of Historic Places. 

The Training School is one of two surviving structures of•19th century date associated-
with the Westfield State Normal School, the other is the Westfield State Normal 
Building (NR-1978). Both buildings represent a dramatic shift in attitudes towards 
education at the end of the 19th century which anphasized the professionalization of 
teaching. The normal school instructed aspiring teachers while the training school 
functioned as a fa c i l i t y for practice teaching and served as a regular school for 
the canmunity. Present day state colleges are an outgrowth of this system. The 
only other major example of a normal school established in the mid-19th century in 
Massachusetts is in Bridgewater, however, the innovative teachers training school 
concept is unique to Westfield in this period. 

As early as 1896, there was the need for a State run school for the training of future 
teachers at the Westfield Normal School; due to tlie erection of tlie new-Normal School; 
in 1892, the student population had increased to a point where there were inadequate 
provisions for.the future teachers to observe well trained teachers or practice teach. 
Sending Normal School students into the Westfield Schools for practice teaching proved 
unsuccessful, because they were invariably sent to the most overcrowded schools, and 
the principal and staff could not oversee student teachers. In 1898, Westfield 
Normal School Principal Chapin and others requested the building of a separate "training' 
school, as had been done in other State normal schools. The Legislature approved 
funding, the building was constructed, and the doors opened in the f a l l of 1900. For 
approximately f i f t y years the Normal School or Westfield State used the school for 
training teachers. In 1956 the school was tumed over to the Westfield School system; 
Title to the Training School passed to the City in 1977. 

The State Normal School at Westfield was significant not only for the region of Western 
Massachusetts which i t primarily served, but for the nation as well. Its contribution 
to education acknowledged byPresident Theodore Roosevelt on a visit to Westfield in 
1902. Among the distinguished persons associated with the school were the statesmen-
George B. Cortelyon, and the chemist, Lewis Benajal Allyn. 

The architect primarily responsible for the State Normal Training School, Eugene C. 
Gardner was the founder and principal manber of the architectural firm of Gardner, 
Pyne and Gardner and the foremost architect in the Springfield-Westfield-Northampton 
area in the late 19th and early 20th centuries. Born in the Florence section of 
Northampton, Gardner started his career in Northampton and was later based in 
Springfield. 

- i . . . r (continued) 
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10. Geographical Data 
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Verbal boundary desc r ip t i on and j us t i f i ca t i on 

Bounded north on Church Street 194 feet , west on Washington Street 175 feet , south on School 
Street 175 feet, thence northerly/168 feet to the f i r s t mentione bounds. 

List a i l s ta tes and coun t i es for p roper t ies over lapping s ta te or county boundar ies 

state code county code 

N/A 
state code county code 

11. Form Prepared By 
name/title Virginia Fitch, . Preservation Planner and Lee David Hamberg, consultant for Kane 

^ White, ArcMtects, Farmington,CT 
organization Massachusetts Historical Conmission date March, 1983 

street & number 294 W a s h i n g t o n S t r e e t telephone (617) 727-8470 

city or town Boston state MA 02108 

12. State Historic Preservation Officer Certification 
The evaluated significance of this property within the state is: 

national state local 

As the designated State Historic Preservation Officer for the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law 89-
665), I hereby nominate this property for inclusion in the National Register and certify that it has been evaluated 
according to the criteria and procedures set forth by the National Park Service. 

State Historic Preservation Officer signature 

title State Historic Preservation Of ficer, Mass. Hist. Commdate s/zi^/s^ 

For NPS use only 
I hereby certify that this property is included in the National Register 

' ,1 j En te red I n t f ia 
date 

deeper of the Nationaf^Register 

Attest: date 

Chief of Registration 
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8. S i g n i f i c a n c e 

summary paragraph 
completeness 
c la r i ty 
appl icable c r i t e r i a 
j us t i f i ca t i on of areas 

checked 
relating significance to 

the resource 
context 
re lat ionship of in tegr i t y 

to signif icance 
j us t i f i ca t i on of except ion 
other 

9. Ma jor B i b l i o g r a p h i c a l R e f e r e n c e s 

1 0 . Q e o g r a p h i c a l D a t a 

11 . F o r m P r e p a r e d By 

12 . S t a t e H i s t o r i c P r e s e r v a t i o n Of f icer C e r t i f i c a t i o n 
Tlw taatuamo •>9r<Wc«nc« ot wt* pramni • « w m» i — H: 

I Historic ^eeeoraiion Offtcer si^naum 

13. Other 

Maps 
Photographs 
Other 

Quest ions concerning th is nominat ion may be directed to 

Signed Date Phone: 2 0 2 272 - 3 5 0 4 

Comments for any item may be continued on an attached sheet 


















