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1. Name 

For HCRS use only 

received MAR 18 II 
date entered . p p 4 ft^^Q^r 

historic Lyman Block 

and/or common same 

2. Location 
street & number 83/^91 Main Styeetf-^ not for publication 

city, town Brockton vicinity of congressional district 11th 

state Massachusetts code 025 county Plymouth code 023 

3. Classif ication 
Category Ownersh ip Status Present Use 

district public occupied agriculture museum 
X building(s) X. private unoccupied X commercial park 

structure both y work in progress educational private residence 
site Publ ic Acqu is i t i on Access ib le entertainment religious 
object in process X yes: restricted government scientific 

being considered yes: unrestricted industrial transportation 
no military other: 

4. Owner of Property 

name Brockton Centre Associates 

street & number 77 Nor th Washington S t r e e t 

city, town Boston ^ j j ! ^ vicinity of Massachusetts state 02114 

5. Location of Legal Description 

courthouse, registry of deeds, etc. Plymouth County Registry o£ Deeds 

street & numtier Russell Street 

city, town Plymouth state Massachusetts 

6. Representation in Existing Surveys 
title I nven to ry o f the H i s t o r i c Assets o f has this property been determined elegible? yes no 

the Commonwealth 
date 197^) federal x state county local 

depository for survey records Massachusetts H i s t o r i c a l Commission 

city, town 294 Washington Street Boston, state MA. 02108 



7. Description 

Condition Check one Check one 
^ excellent deteriorated unaltered _X original site 

good ruins J£— altered moved date 
fair unexposed 

Describe the present and original (if known) physical appearance 

The 1876 Lyman Block is located in downtown Brockton at the comer of Main Street and 
Legion Parkway. I t is a four story, twelve bay wide structure constructed of red brick 
with brownstone lintels and s i l l s which are surmounted by a console bracketed sheet metal 
cornice. Two elongated brick panels form an additional horizontal element between the 
top floor windows and the cornice. The brownstone lintels are articulated by incised 
floral ornaments and the console brackets are highlighted with acanthus decoration. An 
additional embellishment to tlie main facade is a stone panel between the third and fourth 
floor with incised letters indicating the name of the building. 

The use of these materials and motifs is repeated in the adjoining Howard Block which is 
stylistically similar to the Lyman Block and also erected in 1876. Together they consti­
tute half of the intact 19th century Main Street block between High Street and Legion 
Parkway. 

The central bay of the Lyman Block is denoted by its larger size and variation of seg­
mental lintels. The windows were originally double hung, 2/2 but are now fixed sash with 
h3pper. The Lyman Block is shorter than the Howard Block because of the latter's upper 
story public hall. The granite quoins which visually delineate the separation of the Lyman 
Block from the Howard Block also indicate the existence of a party wall between them. 
These grajiite quoins, which are also at the comer of the Lyman Block, enframe its facade. 

The f i r s t floor along Main Street was originally open, with storefronts. Seven granite 
colimms and a 12" x 12" timber beam supported the masoniy above. The center bay served 
as the entrance to the floors above. With the creation of Legion Parkway, this storefront 
construction was continued along the new street. At this time, access to the upper floors 
was shifted to a new entry on Legion Parkway, while the space occupied by the original 
entry bay on Main Street was taken over for commercial use. 

The Legion Parkway facade is more modest with simple limestone lintels and s i l l s . Some 
larger scale openings were made in this wall shortly after i t was exposed to view by the 
construction of Legion Parkway, and these openings have concrete lintels and s i l l s which 
match the originals in color. 

Today, the building remains largely imaltered with i t s post-Legion Parkway modifications. 
Most of the original granite columns have been removed over the years by the succession 
of shopkeepers who continually remodeled their stores. (See photo) A small, two story 
addition at the rear of the building built c.1910 was removed in 1979 when the upper floors 
were converted into elderly housing, thus restoring the structure to it s original 1876 size. 



8. Significance 

Period Areas of Signif icance—Check and justify below 
prehistoric archeology-prehistoric community planning landscape architecture religion 
1400-1499 archeology-historic conservation law science 
1500-1599 agriculture economics literature sculpture 
1600-1699 _X_ architecture education . military social/ 
1700-1799 art engineering music humanitarian 

X1800-1899 X commerce exploration/settlement philosophy theater 
1900- communications industry politics/government transportation 

invention other (specify) 

Speci f ic dates 1876 Bui lder /Arch i tec t Unknown 

Statement of Significance (in one paragraph) 

The Lyman Block i s an excellent example of 19th century conmercial development. Constructed i n 
1876 to serve as the new home of the prominent furni ture and casket manufacturers Howard Clark 
& Co., i t forms an integral part of the largest and most prominent block of 19th century bui ld­
ings remaining i n Brockton. With the destruction of the h is tor ic Bijdjy Block/Home Bank Building 
(former NR) by f i r e i n 1979, this group of buildings has become one of the focal points of the 
Main Street bi:isiness d i s t r i c t . The building therefore meets c r i t e r i a B and C of the National 
Reigster of Historic Places. 

Lyman Clark, Rufus Kimball, E.G, Rhodes, and W.H. Savage were the owners of Howard, Clark & Co., 
at the time of construction, but Clark, f o r \̂ b.cm the building was named, must have held a major 
interest. At age 70 viien construction began, Clark was the oldest partner. He had founded the 
f i r m i n 1829 with Samuel Howard, the furni ture maker, to ^om Clark was apprenticed at age 16. 

Clark became active i n real estate, and was the owner of many of Brockton's buildings by the timt 
of his death i n 1885. Lyman Clark must have used his f i r s t name to iden t i fy the 1876 structure 
becatise a "Clark Block" alreacVexisted, standing at the comer of Main Street and Centre 
Street, direct ly across from the Lyman Block. The Clark Block, erected f i v e years earlier, was 
tbxee stories i n height, but identical to the Lyman and Hcv/ard Buildings i n architectural detai l . 
The quoins, brownstone, l i n t e l s , and bracketed comice were copied direct ly from the earlier 
structures (now demolished). 

Howard Clark & Co., was a prominent furni ture manufacturer Icng before construction of the 
Lyman Block. "Having removed to the new brick block on Main Street", they advertised i n 1876, 
"We are prepared to f i l l a l l orders f o r r i c h and fashionable fu rn i tu re . " But they did not 
occupy the entire building. The upper f loors of the Lyman Block were tenanted by numerous 
businesses. References are made to Lyman Block merchants i n an 1878 bx;isiness directory under 
such diverse headings as "Birds and Birdcages," "Coffins and Caskets," "Corsets," "Picture 
Framers," and "Upholsterers." One dentist, two lawyers, a Justice of the Peace, and a Notary 
Public were also l i s ted . The mix probably typical of the merchants cne woiiLd f i n d i n any com­
mercial building alcng Main Street at that time. 

After the turn of the century, the type of tenants gradually began to change from professionals 
and specialty shops to l i g h t industr ia l biasinesses. The ijpper f loors wsere gradually abandoned 
m t i l i n the 1960's only a pool h a l l was l e f t on the second f loor . The biaildings is now being 
used for elderly housing. 
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DATE ENTERED 
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HISTORIC 

SEE INSTRUCTIONS m HOW TO COMPLETE NA TIONAL REGISTER FORMS 
TYPE ALL ENTRIES -- ENCLOSE WITH MAP 

Lyman Building 

ANO/OR COMMON 
same 

LOCATION 
a n . TOWN 

Brockton 
.VIONITY Of COUNTY 

Plymouth MA 
STATE 

MAP REFERENCE 

sketch map 

no scale 

SOURCE 

SCAL£ DATE 
March 1980 

REQUIREMENTS 
TO BE INCLUDED ON ALLMAPS 

1. PROPERTY 30UN0AR1ES 
2. NORTH ARROW 
3. UTM REFERENCES 

I , I I 
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m CtMck OM 
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summary paragraph 
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clarity 
alterations/integrity 
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8. S ign i f icance 

summary paragraph 
completeness 
clari ty 
applicable cr i ter ia 
just i f icat ion of areas 

checked 
relating significance to 

the resource 
context 
relationship of integrity 

to significance 
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other 
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11. Form Prepared By 

1 2 . S t a t e H i s t o r i c P r e s e r v a t i o n O f f i ce r C e r t i f i c a t i o n 
Tka ovahiavad st^nMcanoe of this propefty wWhtn tfie Mais Is: 

• I alals local 

I Ntolortc PfoaofvaMan OfHoo' signature 

1 3 . Other 

Maps 
Photographs 
Other 

Questions concerning this nomination may be directed to 

Signed Date Phone: 202 272 - 3 5 0 4 

Comments for any item may be continued on an attached sheet 
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77 N O n i H V/ASMINGTON STRTET BOSrON MASSACHUSE7IS 02114 617/523-7040 

January 26, 198 2 

Ms. P a t r i c i a L. Weslowski 
Executive D i r e c t o r 
Massachusetts H i s t o r i c a l Commission 
State H i s t o r i c P r e servation O f f i c e r 
294 Washington S t r e e t 
Boston, MA 02108 

Dear Ms. Weslowski: ' . . • 

NIA7^ 

Re Goldthwaite Block .'. • 
Howard Block 
Lyman Block 

This w i l l c o n f i r m t h a t the oivners of the above r e f r o n c e d 
p r o j e c t are f i r m l y i n accordance w i t h having our b u i l d i n g s 
l i s t e d i n the N a t i o n a l Register o f H i s t o r i c Places. 

We be l i e v e t h a t t h i s noinination as w e l l as deslynal.ion 
would a c t us t o a s s i s t us i n preserving these b u i l d i i i g s . 
I n a d d i t i o n , i t w i l l a c t as a s i g n i f i c a n t f a c t o r i n the 
r e v i t i l i z a t i o n of downtown Brockton. 

Again I v^ould l i k e t o r e c o n f i r m enthusiast i c a l l y our l i s t i 
of our b u i l d i n g s f o r nominatJ.on t o the National Register 
of H i s t o r i c Places. 

ng 

I f you have any questions I would be very happy t o appear 
i n person or to do v/hatever i s nr-cessacy to ^-nsist your 
organizai:-ion i n the cc-aipletion of t h i s important wo r-k. 

Yours very t r u l y . 

G i l b e r t V. Bore 
Managing General Partner 
Brockton Centre Associates 

GVB/kf . ^ . , V • " • •• 

cc: Miguel Gomez-Ibanez 
Ray Faulkner 
Gerard F. Doherty, Esq. 
Edward Fish 



ENTRIES IN THE NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC ?L.̂ .C£S 

STATE MASSACHUSETTS 

Date Entered 
APRIL 15, 1982 

Name 

Camp Atwater 

Lyman Block 

Curtis Building 

Goldthwaite Block 

Howard Block 

Location 

North Brookfield 
Worcester County 

Brockton 
Plymouth County 

Brockton 
Plymouth County 

Brockton 
Plymouth County 

Brockton 
Plymouth C6unty 

Notified 

Honorable Edward P. Boland 
Honorable Brian J. Donnelly 
Honorable Edward M. Kennedy 
Honorable Paul E. Tsongas 

Mid-Atlantic Regional Office', NPS 
North Atlantic Regional Office, NPS 

State Historic Preservation Officer 
Mrs. Patricia L. Weslowski 
Executive Director, Massachusetts 

Historical Commission 
294 Washington Street 
Boston, Massachusetts 02108 

For further information, please call the National Register at (202) 272-350A 


