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NAME 
Little River County {Hoye Horn, County Judge) 

STREET & NUMBER 

Little River County Courthouse 
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Little River Courthouse 
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Ashdown 
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CODE 
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STATE 
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_OTHER : 
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B DESCRIPTION 

_EXCELLENT 

x_GooD 

_ FAIR 

CONDITION 

_DETERIORATED 

_RUINS 

_UNEXPOSED 

CHECK ONE 

~UNALTERED 

-ALTERED 

CHECK ONE 

~ORIGINAL SITE 

_MOVED DATE ___ _ 

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

The Little River County Courthouse is a two storey brick structure topped with 
an impressive octagonal dome. Constructed in 1907, the red brick building has 
a square floor plan with the dome rising from the center of the hipped roof. 

The northeast facade features a two storey portico with the brick pediment 
rising above the roofline. The pediment displays a semi-circular arch trimmed 
in white. Projecting about six feet from the facade, the porch is semi-enclosed 
with ell-shape brick columns on either end. Set into the porch opening are 
two round, tapering columns with Ionic capitals. The porch shelters the center 
bay of the facade and covers the primary entrance to the courthouse. 

This symmetrical structure is surrounded by a water table at the base and a 
dentiled cornice over brick corbelling just below the roofline. In contrast 
to the dark red brick, these and other arcl1itectural details are worked in 
white. 

All windows have cast stone lugsills; window heads on the second storey are 
set in rectangular frames, while those on the ground floor feature simple 
pediments. The three secondary entries have similar pediments above. Along 
with the main entry, the center bay, second-storey windows on both the front 
and rear elevations have wide transoms with a lattice-like design. Somewhat 
like the facade, the center bay on the rear elevation rises slightly higher 
than the flanking bays. 

The center o£ the building is covered with a hip roof which f1attens 'out -a:round 
the edges. Set into the hip roof is a massive octagonal dome covered with 
silver-colored tiles ·. At . the base of the segmental dome each side has a 
horizontally set rectangular window filled with small square lights; 

Though the dome dominates the structure, several smaller features add an 
interesting touch to the courthouse. The dentiled cornice, pediment covered 
doors and windows and Ionic capitaled columns give the building a classical 
flavor. 

Set in the center of a tree shaded city block, the building rests near the 
railroad tracks which were responsible for Ashdown's origin. As the city's 
most architecturally significant structure, the Little River County Courthouse 
is also the most prominent landmark in the county. 
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_1800-1899 

X-1900-

AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE-- CHECK AND JUSTIFY BELOW 
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-ART _ENGINEERING 

_COMMERCE _EXPLORATION/ SETTLEMENT 

_COMMUNICATIONS _INDUSTRY 

_INVENTION 

_LANDSCAPE ARCHITECTURE 

_LAW 
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X..POLITICS/ GOVERNMENT 
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_SCIENCE 

_SCULPTURE 
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_OTHER (SPECIFY) 

SPECIFIC DATES 1907 BUILDER/ ARCHITECT Sidney Stewart 

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

The largest number of architecturally significant public buildings in Arkansas 
are the courthouses scattered ove~ the state-'s seventy-five counties. As the 
center of local politics, the county courthouse is often the largest and most 
costly building in the county. The Little River County Courthouse in Ashdown 
is one of the most significant local landmarks in this area of southwest 
Arkansas. 

Named for the water-way which marks its norther~ boundary, Little River County 
was organized on March 5, 1867, from portions of Hempstead and Sevier Counties. 
The first county court was held at the William Freeman House (now destroyed), 
located about ten miles northeast of Richmond. The following year the county 
seat was moved to Rocky Comfort near the western edge of the county. 

Following a vote of the people in 1880, the county seat was moved to Richmond 
and housed in a structure containing four office rooms on the ground floor and 
a large courtroom above. In 1882 the courthouse burned, and for a time vacant 
buildings and even the school were used to house county offices and sessions of 
court. Eventually the citizens 9f _Richmond _donated epough money_ to construct 
a new courthouse. 

When the railroads came to Little River County in the 1890's new towns sprang 
up. The most prominent railroad town ._ was Ashdown, which developed where the 
Peytonville-Richmond Road crossed the Texarkana-Fort Smith Railroad. Within 
a few years the residents of Ashdown were petitioning to have the county seat 
moved to their new community; however, at the same time the Rocky Comfort 
community was petitioning for the return of the county seat. 

Several elections were held, and for a time Richmond prevented either Ashdown 
or Rocky Comfort from becoming the new county seat. On April 29, 1903, the 
Arkansas Gazette carried the following note on the struggle for the county 
seat: 

Texarkana, April 28.-The celebrated Little River County seat contest 
case was called for trial here today before Judge Smith of Camden, 
sitting as special judge. The testimony, which is mostly in the 
shape of depositions, is very voluminous, and the trial will in all 
probability occupy several days. The fight is between Rocky Comfort 
and Ashdown, both of which are represented by a great array of the 
best legal talent in the state. Each wants to be the county seat. * 
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Rocky Comfort was again declared the county seat, but a few years later another 
election was held. Ashdown was then declared the winner, and in 1906 County 
Judge T. B. Arnett ordered the records moved to the Miz;ell-Locke Building 
located west of the railroad tracks. In 1907 a permanent courthouse was con­
structed, thus helping to insure Ashdown's claim to be the county seat. 

Architect Sidney Stewart designed this two-storey brick courthouse. The build­
ing has a square floor plan with entrances on all four elevations. Rising from 
the center of the hipped roof is the structure's most striking feature, an 
octagonal dome rising a full-storey above the roofline. Other features, in­
cluding the Ionic-capital columns on the east and south elevations, pediments 
over first floor doors and windows and dentils around the cornice, give a 
classical touch to the simple architectural style. 

Constructed in 1907, the present courthouse has housed the county seat longer 
than any other building. As the largest and most significant structure in 
Ashdown, the courthouse is also an architectural and historic landmark in 
Little River County. It rests on its original tree-shaded site, the court 
square at Ashdown. 

* Arkansas Gazette, April 29f 1903. 
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