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1. Name of Property

historic name. Teaticket Scliool

other names/site number. School Administration Building

2. 1 nr.sttinn

street & number 340 Teaticket Highway / MA Route 28 at Sandwich Road not for publication
city or town Falmouth vicinity
state Massachusetts .code_MA county Barnstable .code_QQI .Zip code 02540

3 State/Federal Agency nertifirafinn

As the designated authority under the National Historic Preservation Act of 1986, as amended, | hereby certify that this H*omination
» request for determination of eligibility meets the documentation standards for registering properties in the National Register of
Historic Places and meets the procedural and professional requirements set forth in 36 CFR Part 60. In my opinion, the property
B'meets * does not meet the National Register Criteria. | recommend that this property be considered significant

* nationally « statewide Blocally. (¢ See continuation sheet for additional comments.)

Signature of certifying official/Title Brona Simon, Deputy State Historic Preservation Officer Date
Massachusetts Historical Commission

State or Federal agency and bureau

In my opinion, the property « meets « does not meet the National Register criteria. (¢ See continuation sheet for additional Comments.)

Signature of certifying official/Title Date

State or Federal agency and bureau

tinnal Park Servire Certifiratinn
feby certify that this property is: Date of Action
entered in the National Register
» See continuation sheet.
» determined eligible for the
National Register
» See continuation sheet.
» determined not eligible for the
National Register
» removed from the
National Register
» other (explain):



Teaticket School
Name of Property

5. Classifir.atinn

Ownership of Property

(Check as many boxes as apply) (Check only one box)

_ private jibuilding(s)

jipublic-local _ district

_ public-State _ site

_ public-Federal _ structure
_ object

Name of related multiple property listing
(Enter "N/A" if property is not part of a multiple property listing.)

oZa

6- Function or tise

Historic Functions
(Enter categories from instructions)

FniJCATION- school

7. DeRcriptinn

Architectural Classification
(Enter categories fronri instructions)

| ATFIfl"" and 20*CFNTURY RFVIVAI S" Cnlnnial

Revival

Narrative Description

Barnstable, MA
County and State

Number of Resources within Property
(Do not include previously listed resources in the count.)

Contributing
1

Noncontributing

.building
sites
structures
objects

Total

Number of contributing resources previously listed
in the National Register

Current Functions
(Enter categories from instructions)

GOVFRNMENT: office rsnhnni adminlstratinn®

Materials

(Enter categories from instructions)

foundation concrete

walls brick; wood trim; other cast stone
roof. slate
other.

(Describe the historic and current condition of the property on one or more continuation sheets.)
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Narrative Description
(Describe the historic and current condition of the property on one or more continuation sheets)

Summary Description of the Teaticket School

The 1927 Colonial Revival-style Tesaticket Schoal isa 1 '/z-gory masonry building with aT-plan, under
adate gable roof with central cupola. Exterior wallsare laid up in red brick trimmed with cast gone
quoins and splayed window lintels, and awooden modillion cornice. Other prominent features include
large banks of windows and a projecting pedimented portico centered on the south facade. The only
important chtinges occurred in the 1960s when the school was converted to the school administration
building. At that time original wooden window sagh, doors, and columns a the front portico were
replaced on the exterior, and the interior was subdivided by partitions. Other original details wereleft
intact. The Teaticket School was one of severa masonry municipa buildings constructed in Falmouth in
the early 20th centviry, reflecting the town's new prosperity and growing population. The Colonial
Reviva sylewas conscioudy chosen to integrate theselarge masonry sructures with the town'shistoric
wood-frame building stock. Over time, the school hes played akey role in maintaining the identify of the
village, providing an anchor in time and place as the surrounding areahas become ever more densdly
developed and assumed the character of aconmiercid strip.

Location and Site of the Teaticket School

The Tesaticket School occupies a6.68 acre, trgpezoidd ot of rising ground that isbounded by two well-
traveled roadways. Sandwich Road on the southwest and Tesaticket Highway/State Route 28 on the
utheast. Mot of the dte is maintained in turf and is scattered with avariety of shede trees, some
meature and some newly planted. The building isroughly centered on the lot and st well back from both
roadways It faces the V-shaped intersection over alarge doping lawn, presiding over the village of
Testicket. Commercia enterprises dominate the areasouth of the school while neighborhoods to the
north, eedt, and west are largely residentia. In both cases activitiesare housad inamix of historic and
contemporary buildings with the latter predominating.

The lower half of the front lawn is surrounded by awooden post and rail fence, painted white. A granite

(continued)
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block that gandsat the intersection of the two roadways proclaimsthat this areawas designated as the
Testicket Village Green in 1996. A flagpoleislocated a short disance back from the intersection, while
abrick pedegtd with adoping marble top and bronze plagque is located doser to the school building. The
plaque, which is dedicated to the history of the village, bears the following inscription:

"Falmouth, Tesaticket Village, Incorporated 1661. This green isdedicated to the
village of Testicket, to itsoriginators, the Wampanoag people who called it Tataket;
to the early settlerswho created the village; to the Portuguese people who farmed
the land and established the drong village identity that remains today; and to the
many people whose tirdess efforts mede possible this Teeticket Village Green.”

The upper portion of the school Steisterraced into two levels, according to aplan prepared by H. V.
Lawrence, Inc. in January, 1952. Two flightsof concrete sgpswith meta pipe railsriseto themain

entrance of the school building, reinforcing its symmetry. Bedsof day lilies are found on the dope of
the lower terrace. Vehicles enter the Ste from Testicket Highway where a U-sheped drive acoessss a
paved parking lot that abutsthe north and eest Sdesof the building. The drive and asmdler parking

aeawere in place by 1952. A former ball field, eest of the parking lot, was added to the Site before 1952.
It isnow sat asdefor community use

Description of the Teaticket School

The Teaticket School isagood example of aColonia Revival style schoolhouse that displays a variety
of well-proportioned motifs, all working together to form aharmonious design. The most important
exterior changethat to the schoal isthe replacement of original 12/12 and 88 window saghes with the
current 1/1 sash. Lesser changesindude the replacement of original wooden doors, and of the four
monumental columns that define the front entrance with metal unitsin the 1960s The interior retains
mogt of itsoriginal materiads including meplefloors,pressad tin ceilings, plaster walls with wooden

(continued)
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basshoards, dados, and picturerails, and blackboards. Partitionstheat divide former dasssooms into

smdler office goaces are the primary interior ateration. No additions or demolitions have changed the
origina form of the building.

Current Exterior Appearance

The schoal isdesgned in the Colonia Reviva style and is characterized by the twin themes of
symmetry and simplicity. Itisbuilt onaT-plan, conssting of amain block and rear wing. Both sections
rise one sory from a concrete foundation and high basament story to ahip roof covered in dark red ad

gray-green date. A gutter sygem isintegra to the comice molding. The building is crowned by a
wooden cupolawith copper roof.

Exterior walls are covered in red brick laid up in common bond with mortar that displays a coarse, multi-
colored aggregate. The building istrimmed with cast done and wooden dements. The former include
quoins that define the comers of the main block and splayed lintels over most windows and window
groups. The lower quoin & the west end of the facade actsis inscribed with the date 1927,
commemorating the sart of construction. Wooden trim is painted adegp yellow cream and consggtsof a
continuous entablature including architrave, frieze, and comice. Other wooden trim includes door
surrounds and the pedimented frontispiece. Large banksof windows light the primary story while
dightly smdler windows light the exposed basament Sory.

The symmetrical deventbay front facede isfocused on amonumenta pedimented portico that is
supported by four fluted metal columnsthat replaced plain wooden columns. The columnsrisetoa
triangular pediment that istrimmed with modillions and contains around clock face centered in the
plagtered field. The primary building entranceis centered behind the portico and is gpproached by a
flight of six brick deps that lead to abrick landing. Metal pipe railsreplace amore delicate original
metd railing that condsted of dender balugters with molded banister ending inaspiral & the newe pos.
The door has amolded architrave frame that is heeded by abroken segmentd pediment with small um,
supported on carved ancones. Original sx-pand double-leaf wooden doors have been replaced by metd
units, and the saven arched lights that mede up the transom have been replaced by asingle pane. This
entranceisno longer used. A single two-pane window is located above the door. Single windows a the
first and basament ories frame the door. The first sory openings contain 1/1 sash (originally 8/8) ad
the smdller basement openings are covered with decorative meta grilles that gppeer to be original. The

(continued)
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wallsthat frame the centra portico are dominated by groups of four windows a both the basement and
first stories. All are heeded by continuous, splayed, concrete lintels. The basament openings contain 1/1

seehthat replaced original 88 sash. Larger first sory windows contain ssimilar 1/1 seeh heeded by
transoms; the original seshwas 12/12.

The eedt and west gable endsof the main block are nearly identical. Both contain secondary entriesin
their north bayswhich goproached by brick steps The west Sde entry retains itsoriginal cadtiron railing
while that on the eest now has amodem piperail. Both entries are framed by pilasters that rise to gabled
hoods supported on large, scrolled consoles Aswith the primary entrance, original wooden doors have
been replaced with meta units. The eedt entry, adjacent to the parking lot, now serves as the primary
building entrance. Small, sngle windows are located abovethe entries and paired windows are adjacent
a the basament level. All contain modem 1/1 saeh. In contrad, the small segmenta-arch windows that
light the gablesretain their original radiating wooden glazing bars. Otherwise theseend walls are blank.
The rear elevation of the mainblock islargely covered by the reer wing. The narrow,framingwalls ae

blank except for one small, sngle-pane, square opening located beneeth the comice and abutting the
wing on eech Sde.

The eedt find west Sdesof the rear wing are similar. Thewest wall contains two groups of four windows
a the first sory. The basement tory contains asimilar window & the north end dong with asingle
window and two paired windows a the south end. The eest wall <0 contains two groups of four
windows a the first story. The basament story contains apaired window and an entrance a the north end
and two paired windows a the south end. The entry has the same type of gabled hood on consoles found
on the sde devations of the main block. The inner pair of windows hes been brickedin. Therear

elevation of the wing contains another similar sscondary entry that is now gpproached by a concrete
handicep aooess ramp.

The interior plan originaly consgsted of wide, double-loaded, centra corridorsthat ran through both the
main block and wing at both stories. It was intersected by stair hallsrising from the sscondary entries on
the end walls of the main block. Fire soreans conssting of double-leaf multi-pane doors st in multi-
pane glazed frames separated the three vedtibules fromthe corridor.  Large dassroomsflankedthe
corridor a the first sory while specidized rooms of varying sSize occupied the basament level.
Converson from dassoom to administrative use hes |eft the plan basically intact aithough dassrooms

(continued)
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and the west vestibule have been subdivided to create smdler offices. Origina interiorfinishesincluding
narrow maple floor boards, pressad tin ceilings with cove moldings, plaster walls with wooden
bassboard, dado, and picture moldings, and dassoom blackboards remain in place. They have been
covered with modem materids like carpeting and drop acoudtical ceilingsinonly avery few ingances.

Archaeological Description

While no prehistoric Stes are recorded on the property, itispossble that Stesare present. Six dtesare
recorded in the generd area(within one mile). Environmental characteristics of the property represent
sved locationa criteria (dope, soil drainage, proximity to wetlands) that have been identified as
favorableindicatorsfor mogt types of prehistoric Stes. The school property includes awell drained,

level to moderately doping land surface within an areaof rising topography. Kettle hole type freshwater
wetlands are located less than 1000 feet of the western property boundary and the heedwaters of a stream
that drains south to Little Pond asmilar disance to the south. Severd tidal estuaries and the naturd
resources associated with amarine related ecosysem are located within one mile eest and south of the
nominated areadong the Vineyard Sound coastline. These aress would have played an important role in
Native American subsstence and settlement drategiesin the area. One drainage, located eest of the
nominated areaand aknown locus for Native American settlement, drains south to Perch Pond then
Greast Pond and Vineyard Sound. Given the ebove information and the Sze of the nominated area (6.68
acres), ahigh potentia exigs for the recovery of prehistoric resources on the school property. This
conclusion is supported by arecent archaeologica reconnassance survey conducted for the Town of
Famouth by the University of Massachusetts Amherst (Donta, Arcuti and Mulholland 1996). That

dudy consdered the aieaaround Perch Pond to the eedt to be of extreme interest in the study of the
prehistory of Falmouth. The reconnaissance study expected as of yet unidentified, prehistoric Stesto be
found in the Perch Pond areg, the vicinity of Long Pond, lessthan one-half milewest of the nominated

property and around other wetlands in the locale. The Testicket School property isincludedin the above
aea

A low potential exigts for locating historic archaeologica resources on the school property. Little

historic land use has been reported on the nominated parcd prior to congtruction of the Testicket School

in 1927-28. A portable school was present on the Ste prior to completion of the present school. That

school, which existed for a short period of time on the Site, was removed and probably | eft few traces of

itspresence. Artifact distributions may be present rdated to activities conducted on the school grounds.
(end)
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Name of Property
8. Statemenf of Significance

Applicable National Register Criteria
(Mark "x" in one or more boxes for the criteria qualifying the property
for National Register listing.)

X. A Property is associated with events that have made
a significant contribution to the broad patterns of
our history.

B Property is associated with the lives of persons
significant in our past.

JL C Property embodies the distinctive characteristics
of a type, period, or method of construction or
represents the work of a master, or possesses
high artistic values, or represents a significant and
distinguishable entity whose components lack
individual distinction.

D Property has yielded, or is likely to yield,
information important in prehistory or history.

Criteria Considerations
(Mark "x" in all the boxes that apply.)

Property is:

_ A owned by religious institution or used for
religious purposes.

B removed from its original location.

C abirthplace or grave.

D a cemetery.

E a reconstructed building, object, or structure.
F acommemorative property.

G less than 50 years of age or achieved significance
within the past 50 years.

Narrative Statement of Significance

(Explain the significance of the property on one or more continuation sheets.)

9. Major Bibliographical Rpfprenr.es

_Barnstable, MA
County and State

Areas of Significance
(Enter categories from instructions)

Architecture
Education

Ethnic: European

Period of Significance
19P7-1951

Significant Dates
1927-28 (design, construction)
1933 (primary meeting place of Portuguese Civic
League of Mass , Falmouth Chapter)

Significant Person
(Complete if Criterion B is marked above)

Cultural Affiliation

Na

Architect/Builder

Haynes & Mason

(Cite the books, articles, and other sources used in preparing this form on one or more continuation sheets.)

Previous documentation on file (NPS):

_ preliminary determination of individual listing (36
CFR 67) has been requested

_ previously listed in the National Register

_ previously determined eligible by the National
Register

_ designated a National Historic Landmark

_ recorded by Historic American Buildings Survey
#

_ recorded by Historic American Engineering
Record #

Primary location of additional data:

ji State Historic Preservation Office
_ Other State agency
_ Federal agency
_ Local government
_ University
jt Other
Name of repository:
Falmouth Historical Society
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Historical Significance
(Describe the historic and current condition of the property on one or more continuation sheets)

I ntroduction/Summary

The Tesaticket School, now the Falmouth School Administration Building, isan imposing building that
expresses the sarious nature of its educationd mission and the high premium that the Town of Falmouth
has long placed on such matters. Designed in 1927 by the Fitchburg firm of Haynes & Mason ad
completed in 1928, it initiated the modem trend to large, consolidated, dementary schools in Falmouth.
It was dso the town's sscond modem masonry schoolhouse, preceded only by the Jmior High School
(later Hall School) of 1925. Like other FAlmouth schoals of its period, h isawell-detailed example of
the Colonia Revival syle that displaysavariety of well-proportioned motifs, all working together to
form aharmonious design. In addition to its Sandard educationa mission, the Tesaticket Schoal is noted
as a centerpiece of the surrounding Portuguese community, and is the place where many learned the
rudiments of American culture and language in order to gain citizenship. The Testicket School remains
as aprimary symbol of avillage that hes lost much of its historic character to commercid devel opment
in the second half of the 20th century. The Tesaticket School possesses integrity of location, design
(partial), materids (partial), workmanship, feeling, and associations, and medscriteria A and C of the
National Regider. It dands today as atangible and very visible expresson of community pride and
character, anchoring itsvillage in time and place. It issignificant on the local level with aperiod of
significance that extends from 1927to 1951.

History and Significance

The Town of Falmouth occupies alarge geogrgphic areaa the southwest comer of the Cgpe Cod
peninsulawith an extensve coastline aong both Buzzards Bay (west) and Vineyard Sound (south).
Settlement began in the 1660sin the vicinity of present-day Falmouth Village on Vineyard Sound.
Teaticket, located immediately northeest of Falmouth Village, is one of severd villagesthat developed

in ensuing decades. Itsnameis derived from the Wampanoag word Tataket, meaning "at the principal
tidal stream”.

(continued)
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Public education began soon after settlement in Falmouth in accordance v/ith Colonia law. Following
the typical regiona pattern, a single schoolmeager served the entire tovm, roving among the severd
villages and boarding with local families. Educationa opportunities expanded in the second half of the
18th century when the town was divided into two schoal districts (1759) and a committee was gppointed
to plan agrammar school in Falmouth Village (1763). Smdl district schoolhouses began to gopear
throughout the town in the early 19th-century, with atotal of nineteen by the mid-19th centvuy.

The district sysem was consolidated into avillage grammar school sysem in 1866 and over the next
svad years new schoolhouses were condructed in Woods Hole, Quissett, West Falmouth, North
Famouth, Hatchville, Waquoit, Davisville, East Flmouth, and Testicket. Most were small, one-room
dructures that accommodated grades one through eight. Higher education was provided by private
ingtitutions like the Falmouth Academy of 1835 (NR: 1998).

The Tesaticket Grammar School was condructed in 1874 by Henry W. Jenkins, alocal builder from Eagt
Famouth. Itwas atypical one-story, front-gable structure with crowning belfry. 1t Sood on the west
dde of Tedticket Highway, near the 19th century village center, a Ste well south of the present location.
After adissgrousfire of 1912, it was replaced by an up-to-date hip-roof schoolhouse which survives
today as the heedquarters of the Edward Hopper Gardiner Pod #2569 Veterans of Foreign Wars of
Famouth. Before completion of the present school in 1928, this smdl building had been supplemented
by a"portable school” to serve the growing village population. Pupils christened the portable school as

the "Chicken School.” At that time, the Teeticket Schoal offered programs in the manud training arts
and for specid nesds sudents.

The early 20th century was atime of rapid population growth for Falmouth in contragt to the region as a
whole. In Famouth the year-round population grew by 75.1% between 1870 and 1915, a period when the
seesond population was a0 seeing large increases. (MHC 1985: 16) The largest part of this growth was
accounted for by immigrantsfrom the Azores who often arrived as crew on whaling ships. Resdents of
Portuguese descent rose from 81 in 1895, to 283 in 1905, to 658 in 1915, creating alarge community
which was centered in Testicket and Eagt FAlmouth. The resulting pressure on the school system crested
extremely overcrowded conditions in thosetwo villagesthat were reported by the School Committee in
1921. At that time, 140 pupilsin grades one through sx occupied three room in East Falmouth, while 91
sudents shered two rooms in Tesaticket. In both districts, grades one and two were being operated onthe
"platoon system™ with grade one attending for half the day and gradetwo for the remainder of the day.
(continued)
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Falmouth's popul ation continued to rise a the very rapid rate of 75.5% throughout the first half of the
20th century. (MHC 1985: 21) Thus, itisnot surprising that in 1926, the School Department reported
criss conditionsin Falmouth Village and East Falmouth where much of this growth was concentrated
and where the majority of dasses had over 45 students. In two extreme cases, one dasshad 55 students,
and another had 63. To solve the problem, anew schoolhouse in Teaticket, which lay between Falmouth
Village and Eagt Falmouth, was proposed:

"By the erection of a new school building & Testicket the congestion in the Village
and Eagt Falmouth Schools would be relieved, and the 80 pupilsnow receiving
soecid dassingruction under unfavorable conditions could be taken care of as well.
Teaticket ssams to bethe logical location for anew dementary school becauseit is
the most rapidly growing section and because the number of pupils now attending
the Village and Eagt Fmouth Schools who live in Tesaticket warrant a school
building there." (School Department Annua Report 1926: 9-10)

That same year. Town Meeting gppropriated $100,000 to congtruct anew Testicket School. When the
new school was completed, the school committee noted that "The last one room building in use wes
discontinued when the Teaticket portable building was discarded for the New Testicket School™ (School
Depatment Report 1927: 32)

Haynes & Mason of Fitchburg were sected as architects for the new schoolhouse and the Eastem
Congtruction Co. was awvarded the primary congtruction contract. Haynes & Mason were involvedin
many public works projects and desgned severd schools on Cgpe Cod in the early and mid-20th
century. The firm still continues operations in Fitchburg under the name of Haynes, Lieneck & Smith.
Apparently well satisfied with their work on the Testicket School, the town engeged the firm the
following year to design the Centrd Fire Station a 399 Main Street. (NR 1998)

By the end of 1927 the Testicket School was nearly complete including grading and construction of
granalithic walkways. With an unexpended balance of $30,000, the Building Committee reported thet
they had sufficient funds to complete the project and cover any unforeseen expense "the building will be

completed ready to be occupied without asking the town for any fiirther funds.” (School Department
Report 1927: 48)

(continued)
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The new Testicket School opened on schedule and within budget on March 12, 1928. 1t was described thus:

"This new dementary school contains six dassrooms on the main floor; and on
the ground floor akitchen, lunch room, and facilitiesfor household arts, as well as
amanud training shop and rooms for basketry and weaving. The building is
Stuated a thejunction of the State Road and the Sandwich Road and within
walking distance of the pupilswho live in thisdistrict. The congestion at the
Village School and particularly & the East Fmouth School will be somewhat
relieved by the opening of the new building." (School Department Report 1928: 5)

Building plans by Haynes & Mason that are dated March 22, 1927 and remain on file & the school,
provide more detail about the design process. They show alarger building whose rear wing was nearly as
wide as the main block. That rear wing was focused on alarge assambly hall and gymnasum with a
dagea itsnorth end, creeting a central goace that rosethrough both stories. This core wasframedby
corridors that acoessed dassrooms and other specidized goeces that were located dong the outer walls.
Although thisis not documented in availabletown and school department reports, the town apparently
found this plan too expensive, and ddeted the assambly hall/gymnasium prior to construction. Insteed,
this function was accommodated by placing amovesble wall between the fourth and fifth grade
dassooms The plan described aoove in March 1928 is essentidly that shown on the 1927 plans, minus
the core. Most of the other details shown onthe 1927 plans gopeear to have been executed.

The new schoal incorporated an illuminated clock thet was centered in the pediment that rose above the
main entrance portico. Louis Rebesa, aprominent member of the local Portuguese community, offered
to fiind the purchase and installation of a clock as amemorid to hisddest son Manue who had recently
died a age saventeen as he was heading of f to the Massachusatts Agricultural College (now University
of Massachusetts). Mr. Robinson, who taught agriculture & Famouth High School, gpproached the
school committee on Mr. Rebesasbehaf and quickly gained their support. It isnot clear whether the
town or Mr. Rebesaeventualy provided the funds. The clock, which was the only exterior clock on a
Famouth school, was agpecid honor for Teseticket and, by extenson, the surrounding Portuguese
American community. Asthe only exterior clock availablefor public viewing in the village, it fiirther
enhancad the highly visible school's role as acommunity beacon. The Rebesafamily has recently
offered to restore the clock to working order.

(continued)
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The Testicket School was part of aregiond trend that replaced the small (often one-room) ungraded,
wood-frame schoolhouses of the 19th century with larger masonry sructures serving separate
dementary, junior high school, and high school populations. Asthe first gep inthis process, FAmouth
purchased the old Lawrence Academy (NR 1998) in 1890 to sarve as itsfirst high school. Its
replacement, the handsome Shingle Style Lawrence High School of 1895 (demolished 1953), was
consdered amodd of its type and was published in severd educationd journals. Falmouth adopted a
junior high school modd in 1919 and congtructed ajunior high school building in 1925. The Junior High
Schoal, later known as the Hall School, was the first large, masonry school building in Falmouth. The
Testicket Elementary School was the sscond such school and the first to serve dementary grades.

The new Tesaticket School embodied the essance of early-20th century schoolhouse architecture. This
period produced standardized desgns that reflected modem educational theories, while dso responding
to the neads of rapidly growing populations. Mass, proportion, correct window placement to admit
maximum amounts of natura light and air, and quality construction were consdered key dements of
good design. Technicd issueslike heating, ventilation, sanitation, and fire safety were topics of specid
concern. Judicious use of architectura detail was recommended, reflecting the belief that beautifiil
surroundings made an important contribution to the leaming process.

Like mog schoals of the period on Cgpe Cod, the Testicket School isdesigned in the Colonial Revival
syle. Key stylistic dements include the monumental two-story pedimented portico centered on the south
facade, the cupola centered on the date gable roof, the wooden modillion comice, and the cast Sone
quoins defining the building comers. Banks of large windows immediately identify the building asa
school. The gpacious school grounds, which included along, terraced front (south) yard and eest-Sde
playingfiel ds,aso met someof the dated aims of the Falmouth school system.

"Since one of the functions of the school isto givethe child, and the community
as well, an gppreciation of the beautifiil, the grounds should be improved by shede
trees, drubs, andflowers,and in front of the building, awell-kept grass plot.”
(School Department  Report: 1927: 32)

The Tesaticket School has long been assodaed with the Portuguese-American community that came to
dominate the surrounding village in the early-20th century. Beginning in the late 1890sand continuing
through the 1920s, large numbers of Portuguese settled in Falmouth, especidly in Teseticket, Eagt

(continued)
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Famouth, and Waquoit. Many camefrom the Azores by way of whaling shipswhich had recruited them
to fill out their crews.

The new Tesaticket School quickly became a centerpiece of the surrounding Portuguese-American
community and a symbol of their rising sature within the town as awhole. It was herethat adults
atended the naturalization dassesthat alowed them to achieve citizenship. It wes d 0 herethat
children who were segped in Portuguese culture & home learned American history and idedls as well as
the language, often becoming the first English-gpesking membersof their families.

The process of assimilation wes fiirthered by the Portuguese American Civic League of Massachuseits
which was organized in 1930 to promote the civic, political, educationa and socia welfare of recent
arrivals. Falmouth's Portuguese-American community became actively engaged in this movement in
1932-1933 when a Falmouth Council was chartered. According to village historian, Raleigh Costa,

"Many of its leading activists were from Testicket and the Teaticket School was
their principal meeting place. The Leaguewas apatriotic organization pledging its
ftiU dlegiance to Americaand American ideds. One of the principal efforts of the
Famouth Council was to support naturalization dasses. The naturalization dasses
were taught by Howard F. Barrows, long time principal of the Teeticket School,
and Mary Q. Cobb who taught there for many years The naturalization dasses
qualified many immigrantsfor citizenship ~ The Teaticket School under
Principal Howard F. Barrows we comed the Portuguese and transformed them into
Americans who were & home in their new land.” (Book of Falmouth 1986: 397)

The League was involved in many other community-related efforts as well. In recognition of its growing
dature within the town as awhole, the League gained two seetson the town's Civil Service

Commission, an influential hodsd that oversaw staffing of Falmouth's police and fire departments. The
League aso encouraged its members to run for local offices. Thiseffort was enhanced by establishment
of Boy Socout Troop #41 which was heedquartered & the Teaticket School. The troop was organized in
the late-1920s by Paul L. Swift and led by the dynamic Frank Rego from 1937-1944. Within three
months, the troop won B ratings a the Cape Cod Council Camporee and A ratings thereafter. The troop
aso won three consecutive competitions for the W. W. Wood Post American Legion Scout trophy

(continued)
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award, earning permanent possesson in 1942. Many scoutswent on to distinguish themsalvesinWorld
War || and to servein saverd tovm offices including sdectman.

A new Testicket School was recommended in 1963 to provide modem facilitiesfor agrowing
population. The new school building opened on Maravista Avenue Extension, northeest of the former
Ste, in 1967. (Book of Falmouth 1986: 51) At that time, the existing school building was converted to
use as the School Administration Building which it remains today.

In 1996, the prominently-sited former school again became afocus of community effort when alarge
portion of itsfront yard was st off by apos and rail fence, and designated as the Teeticket Village Green.

Archaeological Significance

Since patterns of prehistoric settlement and subssencein Famouth and in the Upper Capein generd
are poorly understood, any surviving Stes could be significant. While archaeologica research has been
active throughout much of the Cgpeduring most of the 20™-century, the Upper Cgpe, including
Falmouth has been neglected during thiseffort. Limited amateur artifact collections are available for the
town. Thesecollections, when present, often lack locational and contextual information reducing their
value for understanding the nature of settlement and subs stence change within the town. Limited
numbers of professional archaeologica surveys in the town have dso rardly included substantia
excavations and have focused on their immediate areawith little interpretation of the role of local dtes
and issues of regiona prehistory. The above information indicates the systemétic study and
interpretation of any surviving Stesin the town can be important in better understanding the prehistoric
sttlement and subsstence in Falmouth and in the Upper Cgpelocae. Prehigoric Stesin the Famouth
locale can contribute information relating to anumber of potential ressarch topics, many of which are
directly related to the town's locationinacoastd areaand it's glacia history. Cgpe Cod's human
sttlement history of approximately 11,000 years combined with ssa levels consderably lower than
today following deglaciation crested an environment in which human populations adapted to changing
resources & first characterized by an inland environment which increasingly became coastd as saleve
roseuntil it basicaly stabilized gpproximately 5,000 years ago. Prehistoric Stesin the Falmouth area
can contribute information relating to the ways Native settlement and subgstence sysems adapted to this
change and modified through time. Prehigtoric dtesin the areacan a0 contribute information relating

(continued)
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to Native tool technologies and the effects of raw materid availability . Thelack of bedrock lithic
source aress on the Cgpe and in Falmouth resulted in Native peoples trading for raw materias or
adapting to cobble technologies and exploitation of lithic sourcesavailablein loca glacia outwash
depogts. Prehigtoric dtesin the Tesaticket School locale may contain information indicating the extent

to which locally available outwash depogts were ussd as source aress for local tool manufacture and the
effect those source materids had on varioustool production techniques and sequences

(end)
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namef/titte  Candace Jenkins, consultant, with Betsy Friedberg, NR Director, MHC
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A USGS map (7.5 or 15 minute series) indicating the property's location.
A sketch map for historic districts and properties having large acreage or numerous resources.

Photographs
Representative black and white photographs of the property.
Additional items (Check with the SHPO or FPO for any additional Iltems)

Property Owner
(Complete this item at the request of the SHPO or FPO.)

name Town of Falmouth
street & number 58 Town Hall Square .telephone  508-548-0151
city or town. Falmouth , State_JVIA_ .Zip code 07541
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properties for listing or determine eligibility for listing, to list properties, and to amend existing listings. Response to this request is required to obtain a
benefit in accordance with the National Historic Preservation Act, as amended (16 U.S.C. 470 et seq.).
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Geographic Data
Verbal Boundary Description
The boundary is shown on the attached Town of Falmouth assessor's map #34.

Boundary Justification

The boundary is basad upon current property lot lines, which have not changed snce the dose of the
period of significance.
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Photographs

Taken by Candace Jenkins, 1999-2000

1 View facing northedst
2. View facing northwest
3. South faBade facing northwest
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I The Commonwedlth of M assachusdts
William Francis Galvin, Secretary of the Commonwealth
November 7, 2001 Massachusatts Historical Commission

Ms. Carol Shull

National Register of Historic Flaces
Department of the Interior

National Park Service

Mail Stop 2280, Suite 400

1849 C Street, NW

Washington, DC 20240

Dear Ms. Shull: -
Enclosad pleasefind the following nomination form:
Teaticket School, Flmouth (Barnstable), MA

The nomination has been voted digible by the Sate Review Board and has been sgned by the
State Historic Preservation Officer. The owners of the property in the Certified Local
Government community of Falmouth were notified of pending State Review Board consderation
60 to 90 days before the meeting and were afforded the opportunity to comment.

Ore letter of support, from the Falmouth School Superintendent, hes been received.

Sincerdly,

Betsy Friedberg
National Register Director
Massachusetts Historical Commission

encdosure

cC: Ann Sears, Falmouth Historical Commission, CL G coordinator
Candace Jenkins, Preservation Consultant
Peter L. Clark, Superintendent of Schools
Mary Pet Flynn, Board of Selectmen
Sarah Korjeff, Cagpe Cod Commission

220 Morrissey Boulevard, Boston, Massachusetts 02125
(617) 727-8470 « Fax: (617) 727-5128
www.datemaus/sec/ mhc



