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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (if known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

Potosi is a camp and a mine. The mine is high on a juniper 
and pinion covered hill and its portal is on the west face 
of an almost perpendicular cliff 150 feet high, near the 
summit of Potosi Mountain. The camp is at Potosi Spring, a 
half-mile north and 700 feet in elevation below the mine.

A large wooden structure containing various types of mining 
machinery stands at the entrance to the horizontal shaft. 
Around part of the hill are the remains of the mining-gauge 
railway installed at a later date to carry the ore to a point 
opposite the shaft side of the hill, where it was loaded into 
buckets and lowered by cable to the bottom. The hoisting 
equipment is difficult to reach, as it is located at the 
top of an 800 foot hill.

A half-mile north of the mine and 700 feet below it is the 
camp at Potosi Spring. Only foundations remain of this 
small camp.

The area is characterized by scenic yellow sandstone 
formations, pinion-juniper and Joshua tree plant life. 
Petroglyphs, mescal pits, and rock shelters are in evidence 
in the area. w
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TATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The Potosi lead-silver mine is probably the oldest lode mine 
in Nevada. The desire of the Mormon settlements f6r economic 
self-sufficiency led to prospecting by missionaries for lead. 
In April 1856, Nathaniel V. Jo^es was sent by Mormon leader, 
Brigham Young, to recover ore from the "mountain of lead" 30 
road miles southwest of 1j:he church's mission at Las Vegas 
Springs. |

Wood was plentiful and running water was 12 miles away. A 
spring for camp purposes was located within Ih miles. On August 
21, 18^6, Jones started his lead mining operation. By the 10th 
of September a furnace had been built and smelting started. It 
was soon found that the material from which the furnace was con 
structed could not stand the blast. Jones, with the first wagon 
load of ore, set out to obtain supplies in Salt Lake City. He 
returned to the mine on Lpecember 9 and, beginning on Christmas 
Day, the new furnace began smelting ore.

Mining difficulties, however, beset them. The richer ore was 
soon gone and the poor grade, too flaky and brittle, was hard 
to process. Fuel was fast becoming scarce, as it was then 
lecessary to haul wood a distance of seven miles to keep the 
Eurnace going. A shortage of provisions both for men and animal 
vas a constant problem and supplies had to be hauled 230 miles 
from Parowan and Cedar City, Utah.

Not more than a dozen loads of lead, or about 9,000 pounds, 
re recovered before processing difficulties forced the remote 

nining camp to be abandoned in January 18,57. Potosi thus became 
bhe first abandoned mine in Nevada. r

Briefly reopened from 1861-1863 as a source of silver, more 
extensive operations were made possible in 1^05 by construction 
learby of the Los Angeles, San Pedro and Salt Lake Railroad 
(now the Union Pacific). \

Between the years 191^-19^7 Potosi was Nevada's largest zinc 
producer and during World War I it was an important source of 
:his product. ;

Activity by lessors in later years helped push Potosi pro 
duction to an estimated $41.5 million. The mine at Potosi 
supplied lead, silver, zinc, and other valuable ores over more 
:han a century of development.

Historical marker number 115 marks the site of Potosi.
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