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1. Name 

historic Ware Mi l lyard His tor ic D i ' i tn 'c t 

and or common same 

2. Location 
Roughly bounded by South St reet , v,'are River, Upper Dam  

street & number Complex. Park s t r ee t . Otis Avenue and Church Street -LLZAiot for publication 

city, town Ware -N/Ayicinity of 

state M a s s a c h u s e t t s code 025 county Hampshire code 015 

3. Classification 
Category Ownership Status Present Use 

X_ district public -X occupied agriculture museum 
building(s) private -X unoccupied ^ commercial X park 
structure _X_ both work in progress educational X private residence 
site Public Acqu is i t ion Access ib le entertainment X religious 
object in process yes: restricted government scientific 

ĵ ^fc^eing considered yes: unrestricted X industrial transportation ĵ ^fc^eing considered 
no military X other: 

4. Owner of Property 1ibrary 

name Mul t ip le (see attached l i s t ) 

street & number 

city, town vicinity of state 

5. Location of Legal Description 
courthouse, registry of deeds, etc. Hampshire County Registry of Deeds 

street & number King Street 

city, town Northampton state Massachusetts 

6. Representation in Existing Surveys 
Inventory of the His tor ic Assets of  

"t ie t h e Commonwealth o f M a s s a c h u s e t t s " Art^stf^^'s Pfope^y been determined eligible? yes no 

date 1983 See text of the nomination federal __x- state county local 

depository for survey records Massachusetts Historical Commission 

city, town 80 Boylston Street. Boston state r tsett-s--



7. Descript ion Ware Millyard Historic District. W;.rp. M;,c:̂;,rhM.̂ot|., 

Condit ion 
excellent 

X good 
fair 

Check one Check one 
deteriorated unaltered j ( original site 
ruins _X- altered moved date 
unexposed (gs indicated) 

Describe the present and or ig ina l (if known) phys ica l appearance 

The Ware Mi l lyard and Environs H is to r i c D i s t r i c t has as i t s core the h i s t o r i c 
mil lyards on the north and south banks of the Ware River, between i t s rather 
sharp westward turn and the South Street br idge. From th i s core the d i s t r i c t 
extends north to include blocks of company housing h i s t o r i c a l l y associated with 
the m i l l s , as well as a number of important community i n s t i t u t i o n s immediately 
adjacent.to the m i l l d i s t r i c t proper. I t also extends northeast to include the 
upper dam that cont ro l led water power to the s i t e . 

The age of the cu l tu ra l resources w i th in the d i s t r i c t boundaries varies from 
ca. 1825 {the Ware Manufacturing Company store and counting room, inventory #2) 
to 1939 (the Ware Fire S ta t ion , inventory #24). The major i ty of the bui ldings 
date from the second ha l f of the 19th century. The Ware River i t s e l f , w i th in 
the d i s t r i c t boundaries, contains engineering structures dat ing, a t leas t in 
conf igurat ion, from the 1820s. 

The indus t r ia l structures in the d i s t r i c t are towered and untowered m i l l s , 
shops, and o f f i c e s , exh ib i t i ng modest s t y l i s t i c references appropriate to t he i r 
periods: a vernacular la te Georgian taste in the hipped roof of the 
Manufacturing Company counting room, bracketed eaves in some of the l a te 19th 
century bu i ld ings . For the most pa r t , however, and pa r t i cu l a r l y in t he i r 
surviv ing s ta te , bui ld ings w i th in the mi l l ya rd are notable less for t he i r s ty le 
than for the i r or ig ina l f a b r i c . Construction material i s almost exclusively 
brick masonry ( in one case grani te--see inventory #5). M u l t i - l i g h t wooden sash 
is v i r t u a l l y un iversa l . 

In the mi l l yard environs, Greek Revival in f luence, in some cases strong, is 
evident in the ea r l i es t surv iv ing company housing. High s ty le Greek Revival 
domestic archi tecture i s represented by the pr ivate residence of the 
Richardsonian family ( inventory #23). The Second Empire, High Victor ian 
Gothic, Shingle Sty le , Queen Anne, and Colonial Revival s ty les are represented, 
in both br ick and frame, elsewhere in the environs of the m i l l ya rd . Also 
present i s a miniature instance of V ic tor ian landscape arch i tec ture : 
Nenameseck Park ( inventory #1 ) , a t the point of t r ans i t i on between the mi l l ya rd 
and Ware's block-long commercial center. 

A descr ipt ion of bui ld ings in the d i s t r i c t fo l lows. Structures on the north 
side of the Ware River are discussed f i r s t , fol lowed by those on the south bank. 

1. Neriameseck Park, in tersect ion of Main, Church, South, and Pulaski Streets, 
t h i r d quarter of 19th century (photographs #1,2,33) 

Roughly t r iangu lar landscaped p l o t , approximately one f i f t h of an acre in area, 
inmediately southwest of one of Ware's two main in te rsec t ions . The p lo t i s 
granite-curbed and ringed wi th sidewalk. The greater par t of the park, 
exclusive of the long southern t i p , which has been added in th is century, i s 
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enclosed by an or ig ina l cast i ron fence. The fence is composed of bulbous 
t iered posts supporting a framework of hoops and spears; i t i s large ly i n t a c t , 
due to to the preserving e f fec ts of a th ick coat of green pa in t , but i s showing 
some deter iora t ion from rus t . A gate on Main Street gives access to the park 
during the summer months. D i rec t l y in f r on t of the gate is a three- t ie red i ron 
founta in , surmounted by an urn , set in a grani te pool . To the south i s a small 
modern f lagpole and a granite t rough, now used as a p lanter , dated 1873. There 
are three round ornamental trees presently growing in the park. Wooden park 
benches are anchored to them in the summer. 

The name of Nenameseck Park derives from the Indian name for the Ware River. 
The park occupies the open space reserved, probably fo r a market space, in the 
e a r l i e s t plan of the factory v i l l a g e . In the 1820s, the Ware Manufacturing 
Company reserved a cleaver-shaped block of land west of the mi l lyard and on the 
south side of Main Street—then ca l led Front Street--as a public common. In 
1837 the Company's successor, the Hampshire Manufacturing Company, went i n to 
bankruptcy. Since t i t l e to the cotmnon had never been transferred to the town, 
the Company's receivership was forced to subdivide and se l l the common. The 
open space at i t s east end remained undeveloped, however. 

I t shows on both the 1854 and the 1860 maps, in 1860 wi th a market house in the 
southwest corner. A park is not shown on the s i t e on the 1860 map, although 
one of comparable size i s indicated at Main and Park Streets, the present s i t e 
of the Ware Fire Stat ion ( inventory #24). On the 1873 map, both parks show 
c lea r l y . Nenameseck Park is portrayed on that map in the teardrop shape that 
i s apparent in the fenced port ion to the present day. The development of the 
park as a landscape element therefore would appear to date from the 1860s or 
ear ly 1870s, although an 1836 booklet Quotes an 1855 Town Meeting vote to make 
unspecified improvements. , . 

Though the park was developed and maintained by the Town, legal t i t l e to the 
parcel remained wi th that of the mi l l ya rd propert ies. I t was not un t i l the 
1930s that the Town obtained legal t i t l e to the land from the Oddfellows Lodge, 
which had acauired i t , along wi th the former manufacturing company o f f i c e 
(inventory #2), from the Otis Company. A photograph of the park published in 
1886 shows i t wi th i t s present elements in place, wi th a f u l l r ing of mature 
trees along the fence. Nenameseck Park is i nd iv idua l l y e l i g i b l e for the 
National Register and makes an outstanding cont r ibut ion to the d i s t r i c t in 
mate r ia l , s t y l e , and assoc iat ion. 

2. Ware Manufacturing Cotripany store and counting room, southwest corner South 
and Main Streets, ca. 1820 (photograph # i , 2, 34) 

Two-story br ick s t ruc tu re , i r regu la r U-plan with hip-and-ridge roofed main 
block facing South Street and gabled e l l s facing mi l l ya rd in rear. Stone 
foundation v i s i b l e a t r i g h t ; basement story exposed on south ( r i v e r ) side of 

Continued 
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sloping l o t . Two/two sash, wood s i l l s , some f l a t brick masonry arches on rear 
e levat ion. Front e levat ion ten i r regu la r bays wide on f i r s t f l o o r , inc luding 
three entrances. 

The plan of th is bu i l d i ng , which l a te r served as an o f f i c e for the Otis 
Company, is c lear ly v i s i b l e on the 1825 "Plan of the Land and Buildings 
Belonging to the Ware Manufacturing Company." B u i l t as a store and o f f i c e by 
the f i r s t large-scale manufacturer in Ware, i t i s the oldest bu i ld ing in the 
d i s t r i c t and the only documented cu l tura l resource to survive from that very 
early period in the development of the factory v i l l a g e . The bu i ld ing is not 
great ly a l tered from i t s 19th century appearance, except fo r the loss of the 
large chimneys and nracketed door hoods v i s i b l e in 1880s photographs. I t make 
a strong cont r ibu t ion to the d i s t r i c t in mater ia l , s t y l e , and associat ion. 

3. Otis Company M i l l #3, north bank of Ware River south of Off ice bui ld ing 
( inventory #2), o r ig ina l section 1856, with 1869, 1886, and 1945 addit ions 
(Photographs #3, 4 , and 5 ) . 

Long, narrow, br ick s t ruc tu re , o r i g i n a l l y f i ve s tor ies in he ight ; now two 
stor ies above grade on mi l l ya rd s ide , three stor ies on r i ve r . Approximately 
50 X 5 bays with two outset sta i r towers o r i g i n a l l y pyramidal-roofed, on north 
side and three on south. Segmentally arched windows, 12/12 wooden sash, stone 
s i l l s with tooled surface. Window bays s l i g h t l y recessed f l a t , unornamented 
p i l as te rs . Iron t i e rods between s to r i es . Stone door enframements, stoops, 
ear ly wooden doors and hardware. East end of bu i ld ing i s even with lower dam 
across Ware River; intake eauipment stamped "Rodney Hunt Machine Co. . , Orange, 
Mass" i s s t i l l in place. Stone foundation v i s i b l e on r i ve r s ide; broad stone 
arch, dated 1886, serves as water power ou t le t at east end near dam. In te r i o r 
of bu i ld ing now devoted to various indus t r ia l and commercial uses. Accessible 
port ions display or ig ina l exposed brick wa l l s , wooden f l o o r s , wooden columns 
that leave th en t i re depth of the bu i ld ing open to c i r c u l a t i o n , and high 
massively beamed c e i l i n g s . 

Bu i l t i n at leas t three stages, t h i s long indus t r ia l bu i ld ing probably grew 
from a middle section dating 1856, expanded in both d i rect ions over the next 
several decades. Nineteenth-century sources report that a 200-foot m i l l was 
b u i l t to replace the or ig ina l Ware Manufacturing Company bu i ld ing on the s i t e 
in 1856-57; in 1869 a 50-foot addi t ion was made. The 1873 map shows the 
bu i ld ing in essent ia l ly i t s present conf igura t ion , except for the section 
nearest the dam. I t was probably added in 1886, the date inscribed on the 
s lu ice gate near the southeast corner. In i t s ear ly days the mi l l contained 
looms; in 1864 these were removed and the bu i ld ing converted to manufacturing. 
Not only k n i t t i n g machines but a colony of kn i t t e rs were imported from England 
f o r th is operat ion. Af ter 1890 sh i r t s and drawers were produced in mi l l #3. 

Continued 
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The top two stor ies of th i s bu i ld ing were removed in 1945. They appear in tac t 
in a 1938 photograph now in the co l lec t ion of the Ware His tor ica l Society. 
Nineteenth-century sources report a s ix -s to ry s t ruc tu re , so i t is possible that 
one was l os t even e a r l i e r . An 1880 f i r e may have been responsible. Despite 
these losses, the st ructure s t re tch ing along the Ware River below the middle 
dam contr ibutes to the d i s t r i c t i n mate r ia l , s t y l e , and scale. 

4. Middle Dam, Ware River, Ware River between Otis M i l l #3 (inventory #3) and 
Stevens new mi l l (east end of inventory #47), 19th century masonry ca. 1861 
wi th 20th century repairs and add i t ions . (Photographs #6, 35.) 

Coursed masonry of massive stone b locks, r i s i n g three to f i ve t i e r s above the 
natural stone of the f a l l s . The conf igurat ion of th i s engineering structure is 
v i s i b l e on the ea r l i es t deta i led map of the v i l l a g e , the 1825 map of the 
property of Ware Manufacturing Company. A l a te 19th century source said that 
the dam as i t by then existPd had been b u i l t under the superintendence of the 
la te Sylvanus J . Wetherel l , who was the Otis Company agent from 1859 to 1866; 
another la te 19th century source speci f ies that the new granite dam at the 
middle f a l l s was constructed, in cooperation with Stevens Company on the south 
bank in 1861. I t was constructed of stone from the Monson ouarr ies, and 
founded on the so l i d ledge. The dam makes a strong contr ibut ion to the 
d i s t r i c t i n mater ia l , s t ruc tu re , and con f igura t ion . 

5. Otis Company m i l l # 1 , north side of Ware River east of m i l l #3 (inventory 
#3), ca, 1845. (Photographs #3 [background], 7, 8 [ r i g h t foreground] and 36). 
NR 1982. 

Five s tory , gabled-roofed grani te s t ructure (four s tor ies above grade on 
mi l l yard s i de ) , approximately 24 x 5 bays. At west end is an or ig ina l 
two-story, two-bay shed-roofed grani te section with brick s t a i r tower 
add i t ion . At east end is a 1 1/2-story section with brick upper story and rear 
add i t ions; t h i s section has segmental-arched windows and wood-bracketed eaves 
and was i d e n t i f i e d ?s a "picker house" on the 1919 Sanborn Insurance Map. The 
extreme eastern par t of t h i s section is extended at a s l i g h t angle to the 
res t . Granite wal ls are loosely coursed, wi th a l te rna t ing t i e r s of deep and 
shallow blocks. Stone i s roughly surfaced but not rock-faced. Stairtowers 
wi th low hipped roofs centered on north and south sides of f i ve -s to ry sect ion. 
S ix /s ix sash with stone s i l l s and l i n t e l s ; massive stone post -and- l in te l door 
frames; wooden doors and ear ly hardware. Iron t i e rods between s tor ies and 
bays. 

The granite m i l l , l i s t e d on the National Register in 1982, i s the oldest extant 
m i l l bu i ld ing in Ware and t f e only surv iv ing example of large-scale indus t r ia l 
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archi tecture in stone. I t is almost ce r ta in l y the work of bu i lder Nathaniel 
Dudley Goodell of Belchertown, who moved to Ware on the strength of several 
m i l l - b u i l d i n g contracts in the 1840s: presumably two for the Otis Company, and 
perhaps one for G i lber t and Stevens, which were constructed in 1845-46. The 
Gi lber t and Stevens m i l l on the south side of the r i v e r has been destroyed. 
The granite basement of Otis M i l l #2 survives at the rear of the 1916 New Mi l l 
( inventory #14). The bu i ld ing makes a strong cont r ibut ion to the d i s t r i c t in 
mate r ia l , s t y l e , and assoc iat ion. 

6. Otis Company Repair Shop, m i l l ya rd north of m i l l #1 ( inventory #6), 
188TT: (Photograph #9.) 

' • V 

ca 

Three-story, 4x 7 bay brick bu i ld ing with elaborate masonry f ron t - fac ing gable, 
eave re turns, and s la te roof. Early one-story three-bay o f f i c e addi t ion at 
l e f t f ron t has received less compatible second-story br ick add i t i on . Bays are 
a r t i cu la ted wi th p i las te rs extending the height of the bu i l d i ng , culminating in 
simple Capitols and b l ind arches under a corbel led cornice. Segmental-arched \ 
windows, 12/12 l i g h t s ; rock-faced stone s i l l s , foundation; early wooden doors 
and hardware. 

Unioue among the surv iv ing m i l l bui ld ings of Ware for i t s elaborate br ick 
masonry, th is s t ructure was i d e n t i f i e d as a repair shop on the 1919 map. The 
ex ter io r i s in tac t except fo r the f ron t add i t ions . I t contr ibutes to the 
d i s t r i c t in mater ia l , s t y l e , and associat ion. 

7. Qt is Company Rib Kn i t t i ng Bu i ld ing , m i l l ya rd north of inventory #8, ear ly 
20th century. (Photograph #1U) 

Two-story, 11-bay bu i ld ing on coursed grani te foundation. Unfenestrated 
end-walls wi th one-story, bo i l e r room section on east end. Flat roof , simple \ 
corbel led corn ice; s ix /n ine l i g h t s , paired under segmental arches; stone ^ 
s i l l s . Stone stoops; replacement doors; fratne-loading shelters in f r o n t . 

I den t i f i ed as the " r i b k n i t t i n g bu i l d ing " on the 1919 Sanborn Fire Map. This 
early 20th century structure contr ibutes to the d i s t r i c t in mater ia l , s t y l e , 
and associat ion. 

8. Otis Company Boi ler House, m i l l ya rd north of inventory #9 and Ware River, 
l a t e r 19th century. (Photograph #8, l e f t background.) 

Long, narrow, one- and two- story br ick bu i l d ing , very low-pitched gable roof 
wi th curved wooden brackets. Two-story section to west is 7 x 3 bays; \ 
one-story section is 11 x 3 bays. T a l l , narrow segmental-arched windows on 
main f l oo r are composed of e i g h t - l i g h t casements above and below a 12- l i gh t 

Continued 
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f ixed panel. Upper windows are small e ight l i gh t s under segmental arch. 
Rock-faced stone s i l l s and foundat ion. Two-bay vehicle door on r i ve r s ide. 

Iden t i f i ed as a bo i l e r house and wi th banks of bo i le rs showing inside on the 
1919 Sanborn map. This s t ructure contr ibutes to the d i s t r i c t in ina ter ia l , 
s t y l e , and associat ion. 

9. Otis Company Powerhouse, Ware River east of m i l l #1 ( inventory #5), ca. 1925. 

Sauarish brick bu i ld ing b u i l t out in to lower m i l l pond of Ware River; t a l l 
one-story on mi l l yard s ide; two s t o r i es , inc luding concrete basement, exposed 
on r i ve r at east and south. Broad segmental-arched windows and doors; 
rock-faced stone s i l l s . Uninterrupted i n t e r i o r space l igh ted by 12/12 windows 
wi th 8 - l i gh t transoms, and short 8 - l i g h t windows at a t t i c l e v e l . Large wooden \ 
Quadruple fo ld ing door centered on facade. Flat or very low-pitched roof , 
eaves extended over curved wooden brackets. 

This handsome powerhouse is c lear l y represented, b u i l t out in to the lower 
mi l lpond, on the 1946 update of the 1919 Sanborn map, but i t does not appear on 
the or ig ina l vers ion. I t probably dates from the 1920s. I t i s in excel lent 
condit ion and contr ibutes to the d i s t r i c t in mater ia l , s t y l e , and associat ion. 

10. Otis Company hosiery f i n i sh ing bu i l d i ng , north side Ware River on east edge 
of m i l l pond ; , ca. 1910. 

Two-story br ick bu i ld ing- -on ly one story exposed on upper mi l l ya rd *-
side—roughly U-shaped in plan wi th short e l l s facing pond. Nearly f l a t roof , 
simple br ick cornice; segmental-arched windows, 12/12 wood sash, tooled stone \ 
s i l l s . Small frame addi t ion at northwest corner. 

Iden t i f i ed in the Ware Survey as a hosiery f i n i sh ing bu i l d i ng , t h i s st ructure 
was o r i g i na l l y connected wi th inventory #11 by a now l o s t three-story brick 
bu i ld ing on the south end. I t makes a modest cont r ibut ion to the d i s t r i c t in 
mater ia l , s t y l e , and associat ion. 

1 1 . Otis Company uriderwear f i n i sh ing m i l l bu i l d i ng , north side Ware River at 
southeast corner of m i l l y a r d , ca. 1915. 

Large three-story brick bu i l d i ng , elaborated rectangular plan with outset s t a i r 
towers on east , west, and north s ides, one-story shop section on south, several 
small brick e l l s northeast corner. Very low gable pitched from 
north/south-running ridgebeam; p la in corbel led cornice. Nine- l ight windows 
with s i x - l i g h t arched transoms, paired under segmental arches. 

Continued 



NPS Form 10-900-t OMB No. 1024-0018 
tMB) Expires 10-31-87 

United S t a t e s Depar tment of the Interior ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ 

National Register of Historic Places ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ J B 
Inventory—Nomination Form ^«mief̂  T | 
^ Ware Mi l lyard His tor ic D i s t r i c t 
Continuation sheet Ware. Mass. Item number 7 Page ^ 

Iden t i f i ed on the 1919 Sanborn map as an underwear f i n i sh ing bu i l d i ng , t h i s 
structure was o r i g i n a l l y connected to inventory #10 by a three-story br ick 
bu i ld ing on i t s southwest corner. I t makes a modest contr ibut ion to the 
d i s t r i c t i n mater ia l , s t y l e , and assoc iat ion. 

12. Otis Company dye house, north mi l l ya rd north of pond, 1886 

One- and two-story br ick st ructure wi th low-pitched roof , curved r a f t e r ends, 
frame c lerestory . Roughly rectangular plan wi th curved southeast corner; 
attached to inventory #14 (new m i l l ) by complex of addit ions at northwest 
corner. Narrow 6/6 sash paired under segmental arches; rock-faced stone be l t 
course under windows. Eighteen bays long; 1886 datestone (may be reposit ioned) 
over loading door near north end. 

Iden t i f i ed as a dye house on 1919 Sanborn map, t h i s bu i ld ing i s unusual fo r i t s 
curved corner (undoubtedly designed to f a c i l i t a t e the flow of mi l l yard 
t r a f f i c ) ; i t contr ibutes to the d i s t r i c t in mate r ia l , s t y l e , and scale. 

13. Otis Company store house. Ware River east of new mi l l ( inventory #14) ca. 
1915: ; 

Four-story br ick bu i ld ing (three s tor ies on mi l l ya rd side) with low-pitched 
integral tower at southwest corner. Segmental arches and upper windows, 12/12 
sash, rock-faced stone s i l l s . Deep eaves, large wooden brackets. One-story 
cinder-block addi t ion on south s ide; early foundation extends from southwest 
corner. 

This bu i ld ing i s i d e n t i f i e d as a store house on the 1919 Sanborn map. This was 
a use to which a number of bui ld ings across the Ware River from the northeast 
mi l l yard were put. The foundation at the southwest corner of t h i s bu i ld ing i s 
the remains of the c lo th f i n i sh i ng bu i l d i ng , s t i l l in place on the 1946 update 
to the 1919 Sanborn. The store contr ibutes to the d i s t r i c t i n mater ia l , s t y l e , 
and associat ion. 

14. Otis Company New M i l l , north mi l l ya rd near Main Street , 1916. (Photograph 
#11.1 

Three-story brick st ructure (four s tor ies on rear , basettient level obscured by 
one-story grani te section remaining from 1945 m i l l #2). Seventeen by seven 
bays; 12/12 l i g h t s , with arched 6 - l i g h t transoms, paired under segmental 
arches. Rock-faced stone foundation s i l l s , and be l t course below f i r s t f l oo r 
windows. Entries in end bays; dated over l e f t f ron t entrances; ear ly wooden 
doors. Thi rd-story center bay defaced on facade; concrete block and frame shed 
on southwest corner of roof ; one-story cinder block addi t ion at northeast 
corner. 

Continued 
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Called New Mi l l on the 1919 map, th i s 1916 factory preserves a remnant of an 
ea r l i e r bu i ld ing on the s i t e (see also inventory #5). I t contr ibutes to the 
d i s t r i c t in mate r ia l , s t y l e , and associat ion. 

15. Otis Company tenements, 1-3 Canal Street , a f t e r 1878. (Photograph #12 
r i g h t . see also photograph 37). 

Closest to Main Street of a row of f i ve very s imi la r tenement bui ld ings on 
Canal St reet , which makes a s ingle narrow loop around a small peninsula formed 
by the diversion of the canal from the upper mi l lpond. Two-story, 2 x 6 bay 
frame double house wi th s ide- fac ing gables, close eaves wi th returns. Brick 
foundation (plastered on r i g h t s ide ) , br ick basement level f u l l y exposed in 
rear. Hip-roofed open f ron t and side porches. Paired center entrances, wood 
doors with t a l l double panes. Symmetrical window treatments, 6/6 l i g h t s ; 
synthet ic clapboard s id ing and shut ters. 

The Canal Street tenements appear f i r s t i n the 1873 at las map of Ware. At that 
po in t , however, only four buildings—and probably only the middle three of the 
present ones—were in place. Nor does the bu i ld ing closest to Main Street show 
on the 1878 view of Ware; i t so c losely matches the others, however, that i t 
was probably in place not long a f t e r . Exter ior a l te ra t ions are minor; on th is 
example, they are confined to r e l a t i v e l y inconspicuous re -s id ing . Par t i cu la r l y 
as part of i t s row, t h i s property contr ibutes to the d i s t r i c t in s ty le and 
associat ion. 

16. Otis Company tenements, 5-7 Canal Street , ca. 1870. (Photographs #12 
second from r i g h t . ) 

Second from south of a row of f i ve c losely s imi la r tenements on Canal Street , 
which makes a s ingle narrow loop around a small peninsula formed by the 
diversion of the canal from the upper mi l lpond. Two-story, 2 x 6 bay frame 
double house wi th s ide-facing gables, close eaves wi th re turns; brick 
foundation, br ick basement level f u l l y exposed in rear . Hip-roofed door hood 
on th in curved brackets over paired center en t r i es ; wooden doors with four 
sauare l i g h t s . South end hip-roofed enclosed porch (enclosure appears early 
addi t ion or o r i g i n a l ) . Wood clapboard s id ing wi th corner framing; a 
symmetrical window treatments, 2/2 l i gh t s downstairs, 6/6 upsta i rs . 

One of the or ig ina l Canal Street tenements depicted on the 1873 map (see 
inventory #15). Contributes to row and d i s t r i c t in mater ia l , s t y l e , and 
associat ion. 

Continued 
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17. Otis Company tenements, 9-17 Canal St reet , ca. 1870. (Photographs #12 
t h i r d from r i g h t . ) 

Third from south of a row of f i ve c losely s imi la r tenement bui ldings on Canal 
Street , which makes a s ingle narrow loop around a small peninsula formed by a 
diversion of the canal from the upper mi l lpond. Two-story, f ou r -un i t 
s t ruc ture , 2 x 12 i r regu la r bays, s ide- fac ing gables, close eave returns; brick 
foundation, brick basement f u l l y exposed in rear . Shed-roofed door hoods over 
f ron t entrances, supported on p la in f igure- four brackets. Pedimented gable 
roof dormers over central u n i t s . Enclosed, hip-roofed south end porch. 
Asphalt shake s id ing , wood panel doors wi th four sauare l i gh t s as on inventory 
#16. 

One of o r ig ina l Canal Street tenements depicted on the 1873 map (see inventory 
#15). Property contr ibutes to row and d i s t r i c t in mater ia l , s t y l e , and 
associat ion. 

18. Otis Company tenements, 21-27 Canal Street , ca. 1870. (Photograph #12, 
fo r th from r i g h t ) 

Fourth from south of row of f i ve c losely s imi la r tenements l i n i n g Canal Street , 
which makes a s ingle narrow loop around a small peninsula formed by diversion 
of the canal from the upper mi l lpond. Two-story, 3-4 uni t frame st ructure with 
s ide-facing gables, brick foundation and exposed rear basement. Wood clapboard 
s id ing with corner framing, close eave re turns, shed-roofed f ron t door hoods on 
p la in braces. Two-story, shed-roofed open porches on p la in posts across rear 
of bu i l d i ng ; no south end porch as on other Canal Street houses, but one-story 
shed-roofed extension at basement l e v e l . Windows i r r egu la r l y spaced on facade 
but sytrmetrical between s to r i es : 2/2 on f i r s t f l o o r , 6/6 above. Pedimented 
gable dormers over inner un i t s . 

One of the or ig ina l Canal Street tenements depicted on the 1873 map (see 
inventory #15). Property contr ibutes to row and d i s t r i c t in s ty le and 
associat ion. 

19. Otis Cottipany tenements, 29-31 Canal Street , 
photograph #12 of Canal Street row) 

ca. 1875. (Not v i s i b l e in 

Northmost of row of f i ve closely s im i la r tenements l i n i n g Canal Street , which 
makes a s ingle narrow loop around a small peninsula formed by the diversion of 
the canal from the upper mi l lpond. Two-story, 2 x 6 i r regu lar bays, frame 
double houses wi th s ide- fac ing gables, close eave returns. Brick foundation, 
brick basement story f u l l y exposed in rear. Shed-roofed door hood over paired 
center en t r i es , enclosed hip-roofed south end porch, small sunporch addi t ion on 
north end. Asphalt s t r i p s id ing . 

Continued 
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Although a st ructure i s shown on th i s end of the Canal Street in the 1873 map 
(see inventory #15), i t i s depicted as s i g n i f i c a n t l y smaller in scale than the 
three to the south, which the present st ructure closely matches. I t may 
therefore have been an ea r l i e r s t ructure on the s i t e , which th is tenement 
replaced a f t e r 1873. Property contr ibutes to row and d i s t r i c t in mater ia l , 
s t y l e , and associat ion. / 

20. Upper dam complex. Ware River, north of Main and Canal Streets, 19th 
century wi th 20th century repairs and add i t ions . 

Linked series of water contrr^l and diversion mechanism, including guard gates 
and gabled frame head house on west bank at the top of the canal ; concrete and 
stone masonry dam b u i l t across the main channel of the Ware River at i t s upper 
f a l l s ; and concrete and stone waste gates abutt ing the east bank. This 
conf igurat ion of water power f a c i l i t i e s is already in evidence on the 1825 
"Plan of the Land and Buildings Belonging to the Ware Manufacturing Company," 
and i t makes a strong cont r ibu t ion to the d i s t r i c t . 

21 . Social Science Club, northwest corner Pleasant and Park Streets, 1914. 
Photographs #13) 

One-story bungaloid Colonial Revival club bu i l d i ng . Basical ly rectangular in 
plan; 3 x 5 bay main block wi th shallow f ron t por t ico and small e l l s a t r i g h t 
rear , and l e f t rear . Hip-and-ridge roof over exposed r a f t e r s , stucco ex ter io r 
wa l l s , f ie ldstone foundation. M u l t i - l i g h t sash; large 12/12 windows with 
"keystone" l i g h t the open hal l that dominates the i n t e r i o r . Hall reta ins 
or ig ina l woodwork, stage wi th c lass ic i z ing proscenium. Exter ior Colonial 
Revival d e t a i l , i n addi t ion to window treatments, includes f a n - l i t f ron t doors 
wi th s ide l igh ts and del icate p i l a s t e r s , port ico outset to the depth of paired, 
f l u ted Doric columns. A small turned "balustrade" with urns crowns th is \ 
entryway composition. Chimneys are b r i ck , paneled and corbe l led; ear ly 20th 
century l i g h t standards stand at the top of the f i r s t f l i g h t of the steps that 
approach the Club, on i t s s l i g h t l y raised l o t , from the s t ree t . 

As an organizat ion, the Social Science Club was founded in 1885, to assis t the 
women of Ware in t he i r ro le as homemakers. The f i r s t meeting space was a 
bu i ld ing on Main Street provided by the Otis Company. The Otis Company also 
provided the parcel of land on which the present bu i ld ing was constructed. 
Similar in s t y le to 92 and 100 Church Street in the Church Street His tor ic 
D i s t r i c t , and constructed only a few years l a t e r than the l a t t e r , t h i s property 
i s a modestly scaled but dist inguished example of 20th century archi tecture in 
Ware. Property i s i nd i v idua l l y e l i g i b l e for the National Register and makes an 
outstanding cont r ibu t ion to the d i s t r i c t in mate r ia l , s t y l e , and associat ion. 

Continued 
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22. T r i n i t y Episcopal Church, southwest corner of Park and Pleasant Streets, 
1888^:^?: (Photograph #14) 

Shingle s t y le church in "parish goth ic" mode, on s t reet overlooking m i l l ya rd . 
Large, steep, close-eaved gable facing Park St reet ; t a l l , souare, tent-roofed 
entry tower outset a t l e f t f r o n t . Side eaves extend over curved, notched 
r a f t e r ends. Small e l l s at r i g h t f ron t and rear (rear e l l has been s l i g h t l y 
enlarged in compatible ma te r ia l s ) ; semi-circular apse in rear. Exter ior 
surface en t i r e l y sheathed wi th dark-stained wooden shingles, including the 
small cross at apex of f ron t gable; typ ica l "swept" or "eye l i d " treatment of 
surface de ta i l s . Fine displays of stained and leaded glass in the large 
pointed-arched t r i p l e windows in f ron t and in the small square windows on the 
side elevations and apse. Tower has small outset open entry employing pointed 
arch; tower stages are a r t i cu la ted and f l a r e d . 

The Ware Episcopal parish was organized in 1872, wi th 13 members. Early 
services were held in pr ivate homes and in the former Congregational Chapel on 
Water Street . In 1888, the Joseph Hartwell house and l o t overlooking the 
mi l l ya rd at Park and Pleasant Streets were purchased. The Hartwell house was 
moved several blocks east to the corner of Bank and Pleasant Streets, where i t 
s t i l l stands, and the present church was b u i l t on the l o t . Arthur Chase, 
author of the f i r s t and most substant ia l h is tory of Ware, was rector of the 
church for 40 years. The bu i ld ing i s in an excel lent state of preservat ion. 
I t makes an outstanding cont r ibu t ion to the d i s t r i c t in mater ia l , s t y l e , and 
associat ion. 

23. Clara and Ebenezer Richardson house, 20 Park Street , ca. 1845 (Photographs 
# 1 5 , " T 7 T : 

Two-story frame Greek Revival dwel l ing. Temple f ron t main b lock, four bays 
wide, wi th matching 1 1/2 story l e f t side e l l containing main ent ry , and 
telescoping u t i l i t y wing at l e f t rear . 

Main block framed by f u l l paneled corner p i l a s t e r s ; por t ico supported on four 
monumental wooden columns, f l u ted and wi th Ionic cap i to l s . A second story 
balcony running behind these columns is supported on t h i n , curved brackets; the 
balustrade may be of metal , and incorporates an ornate l y re pat tern. The 
peditnent, an integral extension of the main roof , i s pierced by an unusual 
cusped or scalloped l i g h t . Windows are 6/6 sash, with peaked l i n t e l s . The 
l e f t - f r o n t ground f l oo r "window" i s b l i n d . The facade i s f in ished in f lush 
boarding; side elevations are clapboarded. An enclosed porch extends along 
most of north s ide. 

The 4 x 2 bay side e l l contains a smaller version of the main block po r t i co , 
wi th three small Ionic columns supporting the one-story porch. Or ig ina l ly i t 

Continued 



NPS Form 10-900-i 
(ugg OfS "o- 1024-0018 

Expires 10-31-87 

United S t a t e s Depar tment of the Interior 
National Park Service 

National Register of Historic Places 
Inventory—Nomination Form 

»• . Ware Mi l lyard His tor ic D i s t r i c t  
Continuation sheet ^^^^ ^^/^ Item number 7 Page n 

was topped with a balustrade matching the one on the main block. The wing also 
has a flush-boarded facade, corner p i las te rs and peaked l i n t e l s . I t s main 
entrance, at r i gh t consists of double doors wi th t a l l arched l i g h t s , framed by 
square engaged Doric columns. Square sun porch and eave returns at l e f t end. 
Two/two l i g h t s . 

The Richardson house i s one of two elaborately ornamented temple-front houses 
in Ware. I t in fact bears marked s i m i l a r i t i e s to the other such house, the 
George Lyon house at 30 Pleasant St reet , as well as to the demolished G. H. 
Gi lber t house that formerly stood on Chestnut Street . These houses were very 
l i k e l y the product of the same arch i tec t or bu i lder ; t he i r s i m i l a r i t y to a 
Belchertown house by Belchertown bu i lder N. D. Goodell, who worked in Ware 
during the 1840s (see inventory #5) makes i t p laus ib le , though not c e r t a i n , 
that he was the bu i lder . The Richardson house was owned from 1859 to 1896 by 
Clara Richardson, wife of Dr. Ebenezer Richardson and daughter of Joseph 
Har twe l l , whose simpler Greek Revival house was next door a t the corner of Park 
and Pleasant Streets (see inventory #22). The land and bui ld ings deeded to 
Lara Richardson by her father i n 1859 were described as "the l o t now occupied 
by . . . Or. E. C. Richardson." Richardson had ar r ived in Ware in 1843 from 
Watertown, where his father also was a physician. The house, b u i l t on land 
s t i l l belonging to his fa the r - in - law, probably dates from the mid 1940s. Both 
houses show c lea r l y on the 1854 map. The Richardson house is i nd iv idua l l y 
e l i g i b l e for the National Register and makes an outstanding cont r ibut ion to the 
d i s t r i c t in mater ia l , s t y l e , and associat ion. 

24. Ware Fire S ta t ion , East Main Street above Park, 1939. (Photograph #16) 

Two-story br ick Colonial Revival f i r e s t a t i o n ; f ive-bay main block with 
s ide-facing parapeted gables, small 1 1/2 story side wings with gambrel roofs . 
Main block is penetrated by four large engine bays; i t has a s l i g h t l y outset 
central section with f ron t - fac ing "pediment" and a frame cupola centered in the 
ridgebeam. Other features charac te r i s t i c of the s ty le are keystoned oculus in 
the f ron t gable, m u l t i - l i g h t sash, pedimented dormers on the side wings, 
battered l i n t e l s , and the red-br ick -w i th -wh i te - t r im color scheme. 

Ware's f i r e s ta t ion has always been located on the edge of m i l l ya rd . The f i r s t 
s t a t i on , established in 1881. was located on the south side of Pulaski St reet , 
across South Street from the Otis M i l l # 3 ( inventory #3). That bu i ld ing was 
destroyed in the f lood of 1936. Three years l a t e r , the present engine house 
was erected on land owned by the Otis Company. The p lo t had been a small park 
since the mid 19th century (see inventory #1). The stat ion was designed by 
arch i tect James A. B r i t t o n . Though not i nd i v idua l l y age-e l ig ib le for the 

' National Register u n t i l 1989, i t i s a handsome Colonial Revival st ructure that 
contr ibutes to the d i s t r i c t in mate r ia l , s t y l e , and associat ion. I t meets 
exception G for l i s t i n g to the National Register. 

Continued 
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25. Otis Company tenements, 14-18 Park St reet , ca. 1850. (Photograph #17) 

Two-story, th ree-un i t frame dwell ing on br ick foundation; e l l plan with 
s ide-facing gabled main block, two-story gabled e l l a t r i g h t rear. Nine-bay 
facade; main block three i r regu la r bays deep. Three/one l i g h t , most 
symmetrical window treatment. Wood clapboard s id ing . Seven-bay centered f ron t 
porch on simple paired posts with sawn brackets and drop f i n i a l s . Wooden entry 
doors, each wi th two long rectangular l i g h t s . Two gabled a t t i c dormers, three 
r e b u i l t br ick chimneys. 

Dated ca. 1868 in the Ware survey, t h i s company housing un i t may be o lder ; a 
bu i ld ing of th is scale wi th a s ingle r i g h t rear e l l i s shown on th i s s i t e on 
the 1854 map. The porch i s probably a l a t e r feature. The st ructure 
contr ibutes to the d i s t r i c t in mate r ia l , s t y l e , and associat ion. 

26. Otis Company housing. 9-11 Otis Avenue, ca. 1845. (Photograph #18; see 
also"TOl 

Eastmost and best preserved of a row of v i r t u a l l y ident ica l vernacular Greek 
Revival double houses on north side of Otis Avenue. Two-story. 6 x 3-bay frame 
cut stone foundation, uncoursed stone parapet wall in f r o n t . Wood clapboard 
s id ing , corner p i l a s t e r s , pedimentlike gable, molded cornice; 6/1 sash. Paired 
center entr ies a r t i cu la ted wi th p i l a s t e r s , s i de l i gh t s ; or ig ina l two-bay entry 
porch wi th f l a t roof , chamfered posts. Rear u t i l i t y wing. Only apparent 
ex ter io r a l t e ra t i on i s plywood replacement of ear ly porch l a t t i c e . 

Among the ea r l i e s t surv iv ing company housing in Ware, the houses on the north 
side of Otis Avenue are pa r t i cu l a r l y evocative in combination, forming an 
imposing row on the i r elevated s i t e . They may well be designed by bui lder 
Nathaniel Dudley Goodell, who worked in Ware during the 1840s (see inventory #s 
5, 14, 23). The scale of these bui ld ings suggests that unl ike the brick 
apartment blocks on the south side of the s t reet (see inventory #s 36-38), they 
were designed for supervisory personnel; a l t e r n a t i v e l y , they may have been 
boardinghouses. Among the four , t h i s example i s especial ly important in 
preserving not only the proport ions but the d i s t i nc t i ve materials and 
decorative conventions of the o r ig ina l Greek Revival s t y l e . As such i t makes a 
strong cont r ibut ion to the d i s t r i c t i n mater ia l , s t y l e , and associat ion. 

27. Otis Company housing, 15-17 Otis Avenue, ca. 1840. (Photograph #18, second 
from r i g h t ; see also photograph #38). 

Second from east in row of four v i r t u a l l y ident ica l vernacular Greek Revival 
double houses on north side of Otis Avenue. Same conf igurat ion as inventory 
#26, but wi th aluminum s id ing , concrete foundat ion, porch pa r t i cu la r l y r ebu i l t 

Continued 
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with metal supports. Entry reta ins s ide l i gh ts . Sash reglazed wi th 3/1 l i g h t s . 

In combination with i t s cognate structures (see discussion of inventory #26, 
above), t h i s bu i ld ing makes a modest cont r ibut ion to the d i s t r i c t in s ty le and 
associat ion. 

28. Otis Company housing, 21-23 Otis Avenue, ca. 1840 (Photograph #18, 
background; see also photograph #38) 

Third from east in group of four v i r t u a l l y ident ica l vernacular Greek Revival 
double houses on north side of Otis Avenue. Same conf igurat ion as inventory 
#26 but with synthet ic s i d i ng , painted foundation; hip-roofed porch on turned 
posts and sawn brackets extends across four central bays. Six/one l i g h t s . 
Modern metal balustrade. 

In combination with i t s cognate structures (see discussion of inventory #26, 
above) th i s bu i ld ing makes a modest cont r ibut ion to the d i s t r i c t in s ty le and 
associat ion. 

29. Otis Company housing 27-29 Otis Avenue, ca. 1840 (Photographs #18, fa r 
background; see also photograph #38). 

Westmost and most divergent from type of four closely s imi la r double 
houses—those to the east are v i r t u a l l y ident ica l to each other—on the north 
side of Otis Avenue. Similar conf igurat ion to inventory #26, but e ight bays 
wide, wi th three stor ies exposed in west end and l e f t rear service e l l . Same 
s i d e - l i t double entr ies as cognate s t ruc tures ; porch p a r t i a l l y r e b u i l t (shed 
roof on posts matching those of #26); sawn and punched balustrades; wrought 
i ron s t a i r r a i l . Six/one l i g h t s , aluminum s id ing . 

In combination wi th i t s cognate structures (see discussion i f inventory #26, 
above), t h i s bu i ld ing makes a modest cont r ibut ion to the d i s t r i c t in s ty le and 
associat ion. 

30. Methodist-Episcopal Church, 13 Church Street and Otis Avenue. 1897-98 
(Photographs #19, 39) . 

Queen Anne-style frame church on high brick basement, facing west on Church 
Street. Nearly a cross-plan, w i th recessed intersect ions at three corners and 
large close-eaved gables on a l l four s ides. An 85-foot entrance tower-steeple 
is set in to the r i gh t f ron t in te rsec t ions ; small hip-roofed entry porch leads 
in to tower. An aux i l i a r y entrance, also employing columns but under a steep 
s ide-facing shed roof , i s at the l e f t f ron t i n te rsec t ion . 

Materials and textures are l i b e r a l l y mixed in the Queen Anne manner: the gable 
and upper tower are shingled, the f i r s t f l oo r is clapboarded with Stick Style 
framing around the windows, and the whole i s seated on a t a l l br ick basement 

Continued 
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wi th stone t r i m . Tne bu i ld ing is cornerstone-dated 1897. Stained glass 
appears in the souare and rectangular windows of the basement and f i r s t f l oo r 
as well as in the round-arched and c i r cu la r windows in the gables and upper 
tower. The tower windows, a number of which contain temperance slogans, are 
paired with pressed wooden panels of f o l i a t e design. 

The i n t e r i o r of the church is la rge ly i n t a c t . Only the basement l e v e l , which 
i s used for a senior c i t i z e n s ' drop- in center, has been modernized. The 
sanctuary extends across the back of the bu i l d i ng , occupying i t s f u l l width and 
height from main story to roo f ; the a l t a r is on a curved dais on the rear 
w a l l . This main hal l contains a splendid open-truss c e i l i n g , f i ne stained 
glass, and an exceptional pipe organ wi th stenci l-decorated pipes. The space 
across the f ron t of the bu i l d i ng , at the back of the h a l l , and the choir l o f t 
above i t , were designed to be screened o f f from the sanctuary i f desired; they 
are screened o f f now, wi th the downstairs room used for o f f i ce space and the 
upper for the co l lec t ion of the Ware His tor ica l Society. 

The former Methodist Episcopal Church was designed by the arch i tec tura l f i rm of 
Gardner, Pyne and Gardner of Spr ing f ie ld . I t was b u i l t in 1897 on the s i te of 
the f i r s t Methodist Episcopal Church in Ware, a modest frame st ructure dating 
from 1843. The s i t e , than as now, was immediately on the edge of the mi l l 
d i s t r i c t ; and before the bu i ld ing of the temporary quarters in which the 
congregation met had included the Hampshire Manufacturing Company M i l l . The 
present st ructure is one of the arch i tec tura l landmarks of Ware; i t i s 
i nd iv idua l l y e l i g i b l e for the National Register, and makes an outstanding 
contr ibut ion to the d i s t r i c t in mate r ia l , s t y l e , and associat ion. 

31 . Otis Company house, 6 Church St reet , ca. 1860-70. 

One-and-a-half story vernacular frame house. Rectangular p lan, f ron t - fac ing 
gable, brick foundation; asymmetrical three-bay facade, wi th two windows l e f t 
of center, entry with Greek Revival door heed and granite stoop r i gh t of 
center. Asbestos shake s id ing , 1/1 l i g h t s . 

This small dwell ing i s on land acquired by the Otis Company in 1869. Formerly 
the p lo t of land of which the present l o t is a part had been on the grounds of 
a cotTwnercial s tab le . I t i s not cer ta in whether the st ructure was in place at 
the time of the sa le ; i t does not appear on the 1860 map, but i t does show up 
on the 1873 a t l as . The bu i ld ing preserves a modest vernacular type that may 
have been put to e i ther res ident ia l or nonresidential use. With proportions 
and door hood charac te r is t i c of the Greek Revival s ty le at i t s most d i l u t e d , 
the property makes a modest cont r ibu t ion to the d i s t r i c t in s ty le and 
associat ion. 

Continued 
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32. Otis Company housing, 4 Church St reet , ca. 1870 (Photograph #20, r i g h t ) . 

Simple, vernacular Second Empire s t ruc tu re ; two-story br ick body wi th habitable 
a t t i c under s t ra ight -s ided mansard roof. Bui lding is f i ve regular bays wide 
with center entrance, two i r regu la r bays deep ( f ron t bay on each end contains 
narrow paired windows). Windows are segmental-arched wi th 2/2 sash and 
rock-faced stone s i l l s . The entry bay i s s l i g h t l y outset from the main surface 
of the w a l l , as are the corners. The entry consists of s i d e - l i t wooden door 

^ and stone steps, sheltered by a f l a t - roo fed hood on curved brackets with drop 
f i n i a l s . Heavy, molded wooden cornice; s la te-c lad roof ; shed-roofed dormers 
containing 4/4 l i g h t s . Frame tunnel l i n k s bu i ld ing to former Congregational 
Chapel to the south ( inventory 33); both are now part of the Ware River News 
o f f i ce and p lan t . A one-story concrete block addi t ion at l e f t rear i s largely 
i nv i s i b l e from the s t ree t . 

One of r e l a t i ve l y few examples of the Second Empire s ty le in Ware, and the only 
surv iv ing workers' housing wi th a mansard roof , t h i s brick tenement appears to 
date from about the same time as the br ick double houses on Park and Main 
Streets ( inventory #39). The plan here, however, i s c lear ly suggestive of a 
lodging house for unmarried a r t i sans , rather than family accommodations. The 
bu i l d i ng , though adapted for nonresidential use. is la rge ly in tac t and . 
contr ibutes to the d i s t r i c t in mate r ia l , s t y l e , and associat ion. 

33. Congregational Society Chapel, 2 Church St reet , ca. 1881 (Photograph #20, 
l e f t j ; 

One-and-a-half-story br ick on cut stone foundation. Queen Anne-style chapel. 

Double-ell p lan; main block wi th f ron t - fac ing gable and rear hipped roof ; wing 
extending from l e f t rear l e f t side also terminates in hipped slope, whi le r i gh t 
rear wing, i n v i s i b l e from the s t r e e t , is gabled. Main block has hip-roofed 
porch open over entrance at l e f t ; o r ig ina l enclosure, four bays wide at r i g h t . 
Front- facing gable is close-eaved wi th a double p i t c h , f l a r i n g over side 
e levat ions; gable contains large pointed-arched stained glass window. Open 
section of porch elaborated wi th brackets, balustrade, and spi ra l posts, with a 
shallowly outset , cross-gabled porch entrance incorporat ing a cusped arch. 
Triangular gabled dormers at c lerestory l e v e l . Colored glass casements with 
polychrome border s t r i p s . Lef t rear wing i s three bays wide with center porch, 
has porch and cupola. Slate roof over a l l . 

The Congregational Chapel was designed by Eugene Gardner, arch i tec t of the 
exactly contemporary Young Men's Library Association bu i ld ing next south 
(inventory #44). This bu i ld ing was the second b u i l t by the East Congregational 
Society for chapel; i t replaced one b u i l t in 1857 on Water (now Pulaski) 
St reet . S t i l l e a r l i e r , the Society had had use of the Otis Company Off ice 
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( inventory #2). The chapel was used by the church for ttieetings and social 
gatherings; i t has now been converted in to the o f f i c e of the Ware River News. 
I t i s i nd i v idua l l y e l i g i b l e for the National Register, and makes an outstanding 
cont r ibut ion to the d i s t r i c t in mate r ia l , s t y l e , and associat ion. 

34. Otis Company house. 3-5 Church St reet , ca. 1854 (Photograph #21, r i g h t ) . 

Two-story frame double house wi th s ide-facing gables, 6 x 3 i r regu lar bays, 
stone foundation. Wood clapboard s i d i ng , 6/6 l i g h t s . Hip-and-ridge-roofed 
porch on chamfered posts, p la in balustrade. Paired center doors separated by 
f l a t p i l a s t e r s , flanked by s ide l igh ts (now f i l l e d ) . 

No house appears at th i s locat ion on the 1825 map of Ware. On the 1854 map, 
however, a house that may well be th i s one is shown. The property was under 
the ownership of the Otis Company as far back as the t i t l e can readi ly be 
traced, being a port ion of the extensive property acquired by the Company in 
1840. 

35. Otis Company house, 7-9 Church Street , ca. 1900 (Photograph #21, center ) . 

Two-and-a-half-story frame duplex on brick foundation. Three-bay gable end on 
Church Street , hip-and-ridge porch, center entrance. Five-bay side elevat ion 
Otis Avenue, wi th center entrance, narrowerr hip-and-ridge porch. Broad 
two-story f lounder-roofed u t i l i t y e l l on rear gable end; two small outset rear 
porches. Church Street and Otis Avenue s i d e - l i t with p i las ters and molded 
caps. Wood clapboard s id ing , 2/1 l i gh t s (6/6 in a t t i c ) . 

Like inventory #34, th i s property was under the ownership of the Otis Company 
un t i l 1929. Although there was a house here in the 1873 view and e a r l i e r , that 
dwell ing has a narrow r i g h t rear e l l rather than a broad centered one; and, in 
an 1884 photograph, i t appears to have been three s tor ies in height . The 
present house therefore is probably a l a t e 19th or ear ly 20th century 
replacement fo r an e a r l i e r dwel l ing. The present house contr ibutes to the 
d i s t r i c t i n mate r ia l , s t y l e , and associat ion. 

36. Otis Company brick tenements, 22-28 Otis Avenue, 1887 (Photograph #22, 
r i g h t background). 

Westmost of three v i r t u a l l y iden t ica l vernacular Romanesque Revival br ick 
bui ldings l i n i n g south side of Otis Avenue. This example is unusual in having 
a stepped elevat ion that responds to the steepness of the s t reet at th i s end of 
the block. Like the other two bu i ld ings , however, i t is three stor ies above 
grade on Otis Avenue, f i v e s tor ies in the rear . The facade is composed of two 
sets of three broad bays, each set wi th a s l i g h t l y outset center bay containing 
a broad-arched entryway wi th recessed double s t a i r h a l l doors. Windows are 
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segmentally arched wi th stone s i l l s , and generally contain 2/2 l i g h t s . The 
roof i s f l a t , the cornice corbe l led. Paneled wooden door with or ig ina l l i g h t s ; 
o r ig ina l newels and banisters in s t a i r h a l l s . 

Designed by arch i tec ts Richmond and Seabury and b u i l t by H. P. Cummings 
Construction Company of Ware, t h i s row of large-scale brick tenements dates 
from a period of pa r t i cu la r prosper i ty for the Qtis Company. Sited d i rec t l y 
across narrow Otis Avenue from the row of large company double houses designed 
for higher- level employees ( inventory #s 26-29) these ample br ick apartment 
houses were designed to accoitwodate 12 households each. Ind iv idua l ly and as 
part of i t s row, t h i s property makes a strong cont r ibut ion to the d i s t r i c t in 
mater ia l , s t y l e , and associat ion. 

37. Otis Company brick tenements, 14-20 Otis Avenue, 1887 (Photograph #21, 
center ) . 

Middle bu i ld ing in a row of three v i r t u a l l y ident ica l br ick tenement blocks 
l i n i n g south side of Otis Avenue. D i f fe rs from 22-28 (inventory #36) only in 
unstepped elevat ion and a s l i g h t l y d i f f e r e n t conf igurat ion of f ron t door 
l i g h t s , probably introduced for var ie ty in the or ig ina l construct ion. 

Along with i t s cognate structures (see inventory #34), t h i s property makes a 
strong cont r ibut ion to the d i s t r i c t in mater ia l , s t y l e , and scale. 

38. Otis Company brick tenements, 6-12 Otis Avenue, 1887 (Photograph #21, 
r i ghFT 

Eastmost of row of three v i r t u a l l y ident ica l br ick tenement blocks l i n i n g south 
side of Otis Avenue. Design d i f f e r s from 22-28 (inventory #36) only in 
unstepped e leva t ion . The br ick foundation has recently been plastered in 
f r o n t , and the stone s i l l s painted at basement l e v e l . 

Along wi th i t s cognate s t ruc tu res , (see inventory #34). t h i s property 
contr ibutes to the d i s t r i c t in mate r ia l , s t y l e , and scale. 

39. Otis Company housing. 2-12 Park Street , ca. 1870 (Photograph #17, l e f t 
background). 

Two-story brick tenements; three stepped u n i t s , each a six-bay double house 
wi th paired central en t r i es , very low-pitched s ide-facing gables, and rear 
u t i l i t y e l l s . Segmental-arched windows, some 2/1 l i g h t s . Replacement doors, 
or ig ina l t h ree - l i gh t transoms. Deep eaves, now boxed with aluminum; brick 
dent i l cornice. Wrought i ron balustrades; metal awnings probably replaces 
early wooden door hoods. 

Constructed in a stepped pattern that was a common solut ion to bu i ld ing on 
h i l l y s i tes in indus t r ia l New England--though not generally in Ware--these 
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brick tenements date from the same post -Civ i l War period as inventory #32. 
They contr ibute to the d i s t r i c t in mate r ia l , s t y l e , and associat ion. 

44. Young Men's Library Associat ion, northeast corner Main and Church Streets. 
1881/1923 (Photographs 24, 25,3, 41). 

One-and-a-half-story br ick l i b r a r y in High Victor ian Gothic mode, with closely 
compatible 1923 Jacobean Revival reading room on west side. The or ig ina l 
bu i ld ing i s elaborate in elevat ion as a resu l t of the ornate surface treatment 
and act ive p r o f i l e , but i t i s simple in plan. I t i s a blocky, elaborated 
T- f igure ; a large main b lock, the top of th T, runs para l le l to Church Street 
and terminates in a large parapeting gable on Main; a shallow east side e l l , 
the shank of the T, terminates in a matching gable on Church Street . Set in to 
the f ron t section of the T, at Main and Church Streets , i s a 2 1/2-story square 
tower with a steep pyramidal roof and elaborate metal f i n i a l . The rear 
i n te rsec t i on , facing Church St ree t , contains a small one-story shed-roofed 
sect ion. 

The main port ion of the bu i ld ing was designed by arch i tec t Eugene Gardner of 
Spr ing f ie ld . The red brick surface of the bu i ld ing is enriched with bands of 
ornamental masonry, inc luding patterned glazed br ick and ter ra co t t a . The 
whole is set on a stone basement, and is trimmed wi th stone. Windows are 
souare-arched. except for one large segmental arch on the east e leva t ion , and 
are f i l l e d wi th m u l t i - l i g h t sash. The pr inc ipal entrance is on the r i g h t side 
of the f ron t sect ion, l e f t of the tower. The entrance i t s e l f i s recessed at 
the top of a short f l i g h t of cut stone steps; i t is framed by a s l i g h t l y outset 
gabled overdoor supported on short medievalizing columns. The extremely 
handsome i n t e r i o r i s f in ished in brown ash, and dominated by exposed roof 
trusses reminiscent of the i n t e r i o r of the Methodist Episcopal Church 
(inventory #30), a l a t e r essay by the same arch i tectura l f i r m . 

The 1923 reading room by arch i tec ts Gay and Proctor is a narrow oblong 
extending along the west wall of the o r ig ina l bu i l d i ng ; the facade, which is 
set back s l i g h t l y from that of the l i b r a r y , i s composed of a curv i l i near 
parapeted gable, a large f ron t window, and a r i g h t side entrance. 

This bu i ld ing i s one of Ware's major arch i tectura l monuments, and the 
i n s t i t u t i o n i t houses is of equal importance. Ware has an extensive h is tory of 
l i b r a r y organizat ions. I t s f i r s t , a subscr ipt ion l i b r a r y l a t e r opened to the 
pub l ic , f lour ished from 1796 to 1822; i t s second, the "Mechanics and 
Manufacturers L ib ra ry , " operated from 1824 to 1861. Eleven years l a t e r , the 
newly formed "Young Men's Debating Society" established a public l i b r a r y in the 
Sanford Block. I n s u f f i c i e n t operating funds prompted a pe t i t i on to the state 
leg is la tu re asking that the town be allowed to appropriate funds to the 
pr iva te ly managed l i b r a r y , so long as c i r cu la t i on was free to town res idents. 
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In 1872, the leg i s la tu re responded with an act providing for the formation of 
l i b ra r y corporations in a l l Commonwealth towns. The Young Men's Library 
Association of Ware was the f i r s t to incorporate under the new law. 

By 1879, the Young Men's Library Association had outgrown i t s Sanford Block 
loca t ion . The l o t for the present bu i ld ing was donated in 1879, and the 
bu i ld ing completed two years l a t e r . Eugene Gardner, the a rch i t ec t , was also 
responsible for the Congregational Chapel ( inventory #33) and the Methodist 
Episcopal Church (inventory #30). The bui lder was H. P. Cummings Co. of Ware. 
The bu i ld ing is in an excel lent state of preservat ion, with the loss of i ron 
roof crest ing the only d iscern ib le change from 1880s photographs. The Young 
Men's Library Association is i nd i v i dua l l y e l i g i b l e for the National Register, 
and makes an outstanding cont r ibu t ion to the d i s t r i c t i n mater ia l , s t y l e , and 
associat ion. 

South of Ware River: 

45. Gi lber t Company Of f i ce , 15 South St reet , 1885 (Photograph #26). 

Two-and-a-half story Queen Anne-style o f f i c e bu i l d i ng ; masonry and frame 
const ruct ion, domestic scale. Complex roof i s double-gabled in f r o n t , hipped 
in rear. Squarish plan elaborated wi th outset gabled facade sect ion, o f f se t to 
r i g h t ; l e f t and r i g h t f ron t in te rsec t ion porches; r i gh t side gabled e l l with 
tent-roofed square tower. High basement of pinkish coursed stone, also used 
for the outset section of the facade. Main story of main block i s b r i c k ; upper 
story f ishscale-sh ing led; s la te roof wi th copper ornament, large coffered brick 
chimney. Facade dominated by pair of round-arched windows trimmed in darker 
stone; a matching arch at r i g h t , supported on a stocky Romanesque Revival 
corner column that i s echoed elsewhere on the facade, leads to the recessed 
main entrance at r i g h t . M u l t i - l i g h t windows, including Queen Anne polychrome 
l i g h t s . Original ex ter io r doors and brass hardware. In te r io r i s handsomely 
f in ished in black walnut, cherry and grey oak, wi th brick i n l a i d f l o o r s , carved 
f i rep laces , and paneled c e i l i n g s . 

The George H. Gi lber t woolen manufacturing company was founded in 1851, when 
G i lbe r t ' s ten-year-old partnership wi th Charles Stevens ended. A l l the Gi lber t 
Company bui ld ings were located west of South Street and south of the Ware 
River; today only the weaving sheds ( inventory #46) and th is o f f i c e remain. 
The 1885 o f f i c e , which was undoubtedly archi tect-designed, replaced another 
that had been displaced by the second weaving shed. The structure is in 
v i r t u a l l y p r i s t i ne condi t ion and makes an outstanding cont r ibut ion to the 
d i s t r i c t i n mate r ia l , s t y l e , and associat ion. 
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46. Gi lber t Company weaving sheds, west side South Street a t south bank of Ware 
River. 1883/1884 (Photographs #26. 27). 

Two contiguous narrow brick bui ld ings running para l le l to Ware River, each with 
an 11-bay-wide, low-pitched gable end facing South Street . Rear addit ions 
extend these bui ld ings in s imi la r material and scale. One story of the 
or ig ina l bui ld ings is exposed on South Street and on the south s ide ; two 
stor ies above grade on r i v e r . Large 9/9 l i gh ts paired under broad segmental 
arches; rock-faced stone s i l l s . (Basement contains single 6/6 sash in each 
bay.) Window bays are s l i g h t l y recessed; three-course corbel led table above 
each bay. Curved wooden brackets under eaves. Datestones on gable ends: 1883 
section on r i v e r ; 1884 inmediately to the south. 

The Gi lber t weaving sheds are the sole remaining indus t r ia l bui ld ings from the 
extensive Gi lber t Company complex that once extended west along the south bank 
to the bend in the Ware fiiver. These bui ld ings are in a f ine state of 
preservat ion--the only a l t e ra t i on apparent in a comparison with h i s t o r i c 
photographs is the loss of frame clerestor ies—and make a strong contr ibut ion 
to the d i s t r i c t i n mater ia ls , s t y l e , and associat ion. 

47. Stevens Manufacturing Company m i l l complex, east side South Street between 
Ware River and Maple St reet ; ca. 1851, with 1885 and 1938 addit ions 
(Photographs #28, 42). 

Rambling indus t r ia l s t ruc tu re , which appears to represent a t leas t three 
bu i ld ing campaigns, and to include a s t a i r tower from the ea r l i es t bu i ld ing on 
the s i t e . Section A, nearest South St reet , i s 4 x 8 bays, three-story brick 
(two stor ies above grade on s t ree t side) wi th low-pitched gable roof , wooden 
brackets under eaves, simple corbel led tab le , segmental-arched windows with 
rock-faced stone s i l l s , and 12/12 sash. Section B, immediately east is a 4 x 8 
bay, 5-story brick (four s tor ies on s t reet side) wi th f l a t or flounder roof , 
parapeted gables, segmental-arched windows, rock-faced stone s i l l s , and 15/15 
l i g h t s . Long eastern section C is dated 1938 over a door near the east end. 
I t i s a 3 1/2-story brick and concrete st ructure wi th large 12- or 16- l igh t 
shop tower of older brick . Behind these l a s t two sect ions, on the r i v e r , i s a 
1938 brick e l l w i th square shop windows, two stor ies t a l l on a high basement. 

This m i l l s i t e was o r i g i n a l l y owned by the partnership of Gi lber t & Stevens, 
which acquired i t from the assignees of the Hampshire Manufacturing Company in 
1841. The or ig ina l por t ion of the o ld m i l l was b u i l t in 1825; i t was probably 
part of Section C, r e b u i l t in the l a t e 1930s. When Gi lber t & Stevens dissolved 
partnership in 1851, George G i lber t took possession of the property west of 
South Street (see inventory #s 45 and 46) . Charles Stevens, whose residence 
was fur ther up Maple St reet , took the o ld m i l l on the east s ide. He 
immediately enlarged i t (the sta i r tower may date from th is per iod) ; and, as 
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noted below, addit ions continued to be made at in te rva ls throughout the 19th 
and indeed the 20th century (the youngest bui ld ings on the southeast bank of 
the r i v e r , east of the present d i s t r i c t boundaries, date from the 1940s and 
50s). In 1886, i t was reported that the main m i l l contained 12 sets of woolen 
machinery and 90 broad looms, and tha t i t was producing white and opera 
f lannels and l ad ies ' dress goods. 

As suggested above, the oldest par t of t h i s bu i ld ing i s probably the brick 
stair tower of Section C. I t appears to have been salvaged when the mid-19th 
century m i l l , s t i l l v i s i b l e in an 1886 photograph, was r ebu i l t in the 1930s 
(see photograph 42 of 42). Section A, nearest South St reet , is securely dated 
1885 by an 1886 photograph in "Ware I l l u s t r a t e d wi th Pen and Camera." The 
accompanying text reports that the bu i ld ing had been erected the previous year 
to replace one destroyed by f i r e , and served as a wool house and machine shop. 
Section B, j u s t to the east, was not ye t in evidence in the 1886 photograph. 
I t i s s imi la r in s ty le and ma te r i a l , however, and was probably b u i l t not long 
a f t e r . The la te dates of section C to the east and of the r i v e r f r o n t addi t ion 
cer ta in ly reduce the i n t e g r i t y of the complex. But considerable or ig ina l 
material is in evidence; the addi t ive composition, too, can be said to be 
charac ter is t i c of working indus t r i a l a rch i tec tu re . The complex as a whole 
makes a modest cont r ibut ion to the d i s t r i c t in mater ia l , s t y l e , and associat ion. 

48. Stevens Manfacturing Company tni 11 bui l ding and addi t i ons , Maple Street east 
of inventory #4 / , ca. 18/3 wi th 2Uth century addit ions fWotographs #29, 42). 

Two-story 4 x 7-bay brick bu i ld ing with s ide-facing gables. Three gabled roof 
dormers, br ick corbel led tab le . Le f t side entrance wi th small gabled porch on 
Doric columns. Segmental-arched windows, stone s i l l s . Sash 2/2 l i gh ts on 
f i r s t f l o o r , 12/12 on second and in dormers. Brick addit ions on north or r i ve r 
s ide; brick addit ions dated 1923 and 1942 on r i g h t s ide, extending toward the 
indus t r ia l bui ld ings erected in the la te '40s and '50s east o f the h i s t o r i c 
m i l l ya rd . 

Tentat ively i d e n t i f i e d in the Ware Survey as the Stevens Company o f f i c e , t h i s 
brick bu i ld ing is on closer considerat ion fur ther east than was that 
now-demolished frame s t ruc tu re . This bu i ld ing can be seen in the 1886 
photograph, and in fac t probably dates from before 1873, when a bu i ld ing i n 
th is posi t ion showed up in an a t las map of Ware. I t was undoubtedly a 
manufacturing f a c i l i t y . The bu i ld ing is unusually i n tac t for the south 
m i l l ya rd . and the eastern addi t ions are reasonably compatible with i t . I t 
contr ibutes to the d i s t r i c t in mate r ia l , s t y l e , and association 
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50. Stevens Manufacturing Company housing, 39-41 Maple St reet , ca. 1860 
(Photograph #30, fa r l e f t background). 

Two-story, two-uni t frame st ructure wi th s ide-facing gables, br ick foundation. 
Entrances paired l e f t of center under low-pitched door hood on heavy brackets, 
beveled bay window r i g h t of center . Deep eaves wi th re turns; asbestos s t r i p 
s id ing ; 2/2 l i g h t s . Small hip-and-ridge garage l e f t rear . 

Appearing for the f i r s t time on the 1860 map, t h i s is an unusually picturesoue 
company double house. The asymmetrical facade and bay window are unique among 
company housing in Ware. Despite re -s id i ng , the bu i ld ing contr ibutes to the 
d i s t r i c t i n s ty le and associat ion. 

51 . Stevens Manufacturing Company m i l l housing, 31-37 Maple Street , mid-19th 
century (Photograph #30, center background). 

Two-story frame fourplex with s ide-facing gables, close eaves and re turns; wood 
clapboard s id ing , brick foundation. Twelve-bay facade; entrance far r i g h t , far 
l e f t , and paired in center. Hip- and r idge-roofed porches with squared columns 
narrowing toward top. Transomed doors. S ix /s ix l i g h t s . Gabled a t t i c dormers 
over center un i t s . Hip-and-ridge-roofed garages r i g h t rear . 

This Stevens Company housing block was apparently in place by the time the 1854 
map was made. Par t i cu la r l y in conjunction with i t s cognate st ructure to the 
west, t h i s property contr ibutes to the d i s t r i c t in mater ia l , s t y l e , and 
associat ion. 

52. Stevens Manufacturirig Company m i l l housing, 9-15 Maple Street , ca. 1854 
(Photograph #30, r i gh t foreground). 

Same conf igurat ion as inventory #51, wi th small end wings o f f se t a t rear 
corners. Small modern addi t ion r i g h t f r on t . Turned rather than square porch 
posts; no transoms. Wood clapboard s id ing . Frame hip-and-ridge garage in rear. 

This Stevens Company housing block, wi th i t s o f f se t rear u t i l i t y wings, shows 
c lear l y on the 1854 map. Despite minor a l t e ra t i ons , i t contr ibutes to the 
d i s t r i c t in mate r ia l , s t y l e , and associat ion. 

53. Stevens Manufacturing Company m i l l housing, 5-7 Maple Street , ca. 1854 
(Photograph #31 ). 

Two-story frame duplex with s ide-facing gables, stone foundation, i r regu la r 
fenest ra t ion. Lef t of center, enclosed hip-roofed porch; 1/1 l i g h t s , aluminum 
s id ing . Concrete-block gabled garage l e f t f r o n t . 

Continued 
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This bu i ld ing appears to have been in place by the time the 1854 map was made; 
a t that t ime, there was an addi t ional bu i l d i ng , probably another tenement, on 
the corner. Despite substant ial ex te r io r a l te ra t ions the bui ld ing makes a 
modest cont r ibut ion to the d i s t r i c t i n mater ia l , s t y l e , and associat ion. 

54. Stevens Manufacturing Company m i l l housing, 18-24 South St reet , ca. 1840. 

Three-story frame structure wi th s ide-facing gables, 1 0 x 4 i r regu lar bays on 
stone foundation. Paired f r on t entrances, paneled doors wi th s i de l i gh ts , Greek 
f r e t entablature, corner blocks; f l a t door hoods with heavy brackets. End 
entrances have s im i la r hoods; south entrance has no s ide l i gh ts . S ix /s i x 
l i g h t s , two gabled roof dormers. 

This three-story tenement block is unique among the company housing of Ware, 
not only fo r i t s unusual three-story scale but for the funct ion i t represents. 
As pointed out in the Ware survey, the st ructure resembles the br ick boarding 
house blocks b u i l t fo r unmarried factory operatives by Lowell. Lawrence, and 
Manchester manufacturers. Most company housing in Ware, though possibly used 
o r i g i n a l l y as boardinghouses, survives in the form of double houses or , less 
f requent ly , apartments. Only t h i s bu i ld ing and the considerably l a t e r brick 
housing block at 4 Church Street ( inventory #32) c lear l y suggest a 
boardinghouse func t ion . 

The bu i ld ing shows on the 1854 map. but i t was probably b u i l t i n the 1840s for 
the Gi lber t 4 Stevens partnership. I t is therefore perhaps the only surviv ing 
structure re lated to the parent company of the l a t e r , separated Gi lber t and 
Stevens manufacturing concerns. I t i s possible that i t is the work of bui lder 
N. D. Goodell, who was act ive in Ware in the 1840s (see inventory #5). Despite 
considerable de ter io ra t ion- - the bu i ld ing has been vacant for some years--and 
re-s id ing with asphalt sh ingle, the property contr ibutes to the d i s t r i c t in 
surviv ino mate r ia l , s t y l e , and associat ion. 

In t rus ions. 

40. Citgo Sta t ion , Main Street west of Park. This modern service s ta t ion on 
the former s i t e of an Otis Company tenement is an in t rus ion on the d i s t r i c t . 

4 1 . Former Otis Company tenements. Main Street , t h i r d quarter 19th century. 
(Photograph #23, far r i g h t ) 

Two-(or ig inal ly th ree- )s tory br ick teneitient with segmental-arched windows, 
v i s i b l e behind extensive mid-20th century commercial addit ions of br ick and 
glass block. I n teg r i t y of the 19th century s t ructure is so reduced by these 
addit ions that the bu i ld ing cannot be said to contr ibute to the d i s t r i c t , but 
i t i s compatible with i t in ma te r ia l , scale, and associat ion. 
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42. Mid-20th century cotmnercial bu i l d i ng . Main Street (Photograph #23 center 
background). 

This two-story bu i ld ing i s of br ick and concrete const ruct ion, wi th extensive 
plate glass trimmed with f l u ted metal and glass block. I t i s a nonperiod 
in t rus ion in the d i s t r i c t , but r e l a t i v e l y unobtrusive due to s ize , scale, and 
material s imi la r to those of surrounding bu i ld ings . 

43. Former Otis Company bu i l d i ng . Main and Church Streets, 3rd quarter 19th 
century (Photograph #23, foreground, and photograph #40). 

Like inventory #41, a formerly three-story br ick bu i ld ing now reduced to two, 
with extensive f ron t addi t ions behind the o r ig ina l 10-bay facade wi th 
segmental-arched windows and stone t r im i s s t i l l v i s i b l e . The U-shaped plan 
wi th two rear e l l s , which show c lea r l y in the 1873 map, is s t i l l apparent in 
the surv iv ing s t ruc tu re . Both modern s tore f ront addi t ions are of masonry 
construct ion. The drugstore at r i g h t i s beginning to develop some independent 
s ign i f i cance, with i t s p r i s t i n e 1950s metal face, signage, and i n t e r i o r , but 
s igni f icance can as ye t be claimed for the modern Colonial Revival banking room 
on the corner. The st ructure as i t stands does not contr ibute to the d i s t r i c t , 
but i s reasonably compatible wi th i t in mater ia l , scale, and associat ion. 

49. Twentieth century m i l l ya rd s t ruc tu re , immediately south of inventory #48 
and immediately on Maple Street . 

Low-pitched gabled frame shed attached to modern b r i c k , concrete, and glass 
block shop; st ructure is an in t rus ion in the d i s t r i c t , but a f a i r l y unobtrusive 
one, compatible in mate r ia l , scale, and funct ion with the h i s t o r i c m i l l ya rd . 

ARCHAEOLOGY 

Wo preh is tor ic s i tes are recorded w i th in the d i s t r i c t . Given the known 
patterns of p reh is to r ic occupation along the Ware River, i t i s highly probable 
that s i tes did e x i s t ; however, the l i ke l i hood of s i gn i f i can t surv ivals wi th in 
the d i s t r i c t seems low. 

There is s i gn i f i can t h i s t o r i c archaeological potent ia l w i th in the d i s t r i c t . 
Archaeological tes t ing and select ive excavation can help to document the 
physical and technical evolut ion of the m i l l complex and sequence of bu i ld ing 
construct ion. Occupation-related features (trash p i t s , p r i v i e s , wel ls) are 
l i k e l y to survive around many of the company-built houses. Analysis of these 
deposits would ass is t in def in ing the s o c i a l , c u l t u r a l , and economic patterns 
which t y p i f i e d a smal l , planned indus t r i a l community of the 1840s and i t s 
subsequent development i n response to corporate and ethnic changes. 
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Histor ic D i s t r i c t thus i s considered s i gn i f i can t in terms of National Register 
Cr i ter ion C, as i t embodies the d i s t i n c t i v e character is t ics of a type, per iod, 
or method of const ruct ion; and Cr i te r ion A, for i t s associations wi th events of 
crucia l s igni f icance to the local past. 

The i n s t i t u t i o n a l and nominal center of colonial Ware was not the factory 
v i l lage that dominates the town today, but Ware Center, the crossroads s i t e of 
the 1750 F i r s t Congregational Meeting House, several miles west. However, the 
f a l l s of the Ware Piver, the germ of the factory v i l l a g e , were the central 
economic fact of the town from i t s ea r l i es t t imes. The very name of Ware 
derived from the use of f i sh ing weirs by Indians at the f a l l s . The f i r s t land 
grant to a European s e t t l e r was to Captain Jabez Olmsted, who in 1720 began 
developing the waterpower at the f a l l s . On a 1795 map of the town, the Meeting 
House at Ware Center and the m i l l a t the f a l l s were the only structures noted. 

In 1821, Hoi brook and Dexter of Boston acquired the small m i l l seats at the 
f a l l s . Two years l a t e r - - j u s t as the pioneer indus t r ia l community of Lowel l , 
Massachusetts, was beginning to turn out t e x t i l e s - - t h e Ware Manufacturing 
Company was incorporated, and began introducing large-scale manufacturing to 
Ware. The Company establ ished an indus t r ia l zone and p la t ted a g r id of streets 
north and west of the r i v e r and of the m i l l d i s t r i c t proper; they also reserved 
an open common between Front Street and the r i v e r . Although the Common was 
subdivided and sold for bu i ld ing l o t s in the 1840s, when the successor to the 
pioneer company went in to receivership, the open space a t i t s east end was 
preserved and was eventual ly developed in to Nenameseck Park ( inventory # 1 , 
photographs 1,2, and 33). 

The main component of the conf igurat ion of engineering structures in evidence 
to the present day—upper dam and mi l lpond, waste gates, a holding pond that 
was eventual ly lengthened in to a canal , lower dam—are in evidence on the 1825 
"Plan of Land and Buildings Belonging to the Ware Manufacturing Company." 
Later 19th century maps would show an extension of the canal south under Main 
St reet , and a no longer extant network of canals curving through the northeast 
mi l l ya rd para l le l to the r i v e r . 

The only arch i tectura l resource remaining from the 1820s is the Ware 
Manufacturing Company o f f i c e ( inventory #2). A h ip- roofed, la te Georgian 
vernacular, i r regu la r U-shaped bu i l d i ng , i t i s c lea r l y in evidence on the 1825 
map of property owned by the Ware Manufacturing Company. The bu i l d i ng , b u i l t 
d i r ec t l y on the s t ree t facing Nenameseck Park and Main Street from the 
northwest corner of the north m i l l y a r d , was the exposed face of the 
manufacturing complex, at a time when a l l the rest of the mi l l yard was enclosed 
w i th in a running picket fence. The bu i ld ing has served the f u l l succession of 
manufacturers who operated wholly or in part on the north side of Ware River: 

Continued 
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the Ware Manufacturing Company, which planned the town and b u i l t the f i r s t (no 
longer extant) stone m i l l on the south bank, before going out of business in 
1829; i t s successor, the Hampshire Manufacturing Company, which lasted u n t i l 
the crash of 1837, leaving behind i t four m i l l s that had employed 150 people; 
and f i n a l l y the Otis Company, which bought the property on the north side of 
the r i ve r and manufactured cotton and woolen goods there u n t i l 1937. 

The Otis Company was the la rgest employer in Ware for almost a century. 
Employment of 1,350 "hands," and a monthly payrol l of $32,000, was reported in 
1884. Cotton yard goods were the exclusive product in the early years. In 
1865, the company introduced the manufacture of underwear. The functions of 
the bu i ld ing toward the east end of the north yard , i d e n t i f i e d in a 1919 f i r e 
insurance map, re f lec ts th is development ( inventory #11). In 1873 the Otis 
Company b u i l t t h e i r Palmer m i l l i n Three Rivers, which employed another 650 
persons. In Ware, the company's dominance resulted not only in a number of 
substant ial m i l l s , but in company housing t o t a l l i n g 130 un i t s . The bulk of the 
resources inventor ied in th i s nomination were b u i l t by the Otis Company; th i s 
includes the oldest extant factory in Ware (inventory #5) and a l l the company 
housing north of the r i v e r . 

The property of the south side of the r i ve r was purchased in 1841 by George H. 
Gi lber t and Charles A. Stevens. The or ig ina l Ware Manufacturing Company m i l l , 
b u i l t in 1825, was the core of the par tners ' operat ion; when they l a te r 
commenced independent operat ions, the old m i l l survived in to the 20th century 
as part of the Stevens Company complex (see inventory #47). In 1846 Gi lber t 
and Stevens added another grani te m i l l , which is no longer extant , west of 
South Street . Their partnership at f i r s t manufactured broadcloth and 
cloaking. Later they converted to the production of f ine f l anne ls , fo r which 
they won a f i r s t pr ize at the 1851 London Exposi t ion. 

In 1851 the partnership of Gi lber t and Stevens was dissolved. Gi lber t took the 
property west of South St reet , Stevens that on the east. Of the extensive 
complex of bui ld ings erected by the Gi lber t Company over the remainder of the 
century, only two facing South Street remain: the 1883-84 weaving sheds and 
the 1885 o f f i c e . The handsomeness of these bu i ld ings , however--the o f f i ce in 

•par t icu lar i s the best-preserved 19th century business bu i ld ing in 
Ware--ef fect ively express the importance of the Company. In 1884 i t was 
reported that the capi ta l stock had grown from $250,000 to $600,000 in 17 
years; i t was also reporte<^ that the Company employed about 1 ,200 hands in Ware 
and in G i l b e r t v i l l e , a s a t e l l i t e manufacturing v i l l age created four miles up 
the r i ve r in 1860. 

The d isso lu t ion of the partnership of Gi lber t and Stevens l e f t the property 
east of South Street to Charles A. Stevens. A comparison of the physical 

Continued 
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growth of the two companies as re f lec ted on the 1854, 1860, and 1873 maps 
indicates that the Stevens Company was the less vigorous of the two. While the 
Gi lber t f i rm steadi ly extended i t s plant west to the bend in the Ware River, 
the Stevens Company d id not s i g n i f i c a n t l y expand i t s complex a f t e r the ear ly 
1850s. Par t ly for t h i s reason, proport ionately more of the Stevens complex 
survives than is the case wi th the Gi lber t Company; the surv iv ing resources 
include a c lus ter of company housing (see inventory #s 50-54). These 
bu i ld ings , though more numerous, are much less i n tac t than the two excel lent 
Gi lber t Company examples. However, the dense ad-hoc grouping of brick 
fac tor ies on the southeast bank, and the closely associated workers' housing 
across the s t reet from them, is e f f ec t i ve in conveying the 19th century 
importance, t e r t i a r y though i t might be in Ware, of the Stevens Company. In 
1886 i t was reported that the Stevens Company, under the d i rec t ion of Charles 
A. and his son Charles E., was producing white and opera f lannels and lad ies ' 
dress goods, and employing about 175 hands. I t is unfortunate that the home of 
Charles A. Stevens, which occupied an eminence overlooking the m i l l ya rd , does 
not survive to complete the tableau as i t did in an 19th century view. 

The arch i tectura l resources l e f t by these companies r e f l e c t the development of 
indus t r ia l Ware over the course of almost a century. The resources of the Otis 
Company are most i n t a c t , inc luding as they do the ca. 1825 o f f i ce l e f t by the 
predecessor f i rms , m i l l s dating from 1845 to the ear ly 20th century, and 
workers' housing dat ing from the 1840s to the 1880s. The loss of the upper 
s tor ies of the main block and stair towers on m i l l #3 has perhaps been less 
serious in terms of overal l massing than in terms of loss of d e t a i l . The 
corbel led tab les , narrow round-arched l i g h t s , pyramidal roofs , and i ron vanes 
and f i n i a l s v i s i b l e in an 1884 photograph of the mi l l yard were—together with 
the crenel lated top on the m i l l #1 stair tower and the door hoods on the o f f i c e 
bu i ld ing- - the pr inc ipal evidences in the north mi l l yard of an in te res t in the 
ornamental aspect of archi tecture (photograph #26). However, the elaborate 
brickwork of the Otis Company repair shop (inventory #6), and the even more 
impressive Gi lber t Company o f f i c e south of the r i v e r , are outstanding surv iv ing 
examples of an in te res t in ornament, and of the prosperi ty of the post -Civ i l 
War per iod. 

Interest in arch i tectura l s t y le i s also apparent elsewhere in the d i s t r i c t . 
Housing b u i l t by the Otis Company re f l ec t s the successive a t t rac t ions of the 
Greek Revival, Second Empire, and Romanesque sty les ( inventory #s 26-30, 32, 
and 35-38). A more elaborate version of the Greek Revival-- indeed, one of the 
most elaborate in Ware—is the temple-fronted Richardson house of ca. 1845. 
Like the granite m i l l , t h i s house across from the mi l l yard documents the town's 
growing recovery in the wake of the f inanc ia l crash of 1837. Even more 
d i r e c t l y , since the Richardson house was a pr ivate residence, the community 
i n s t i t u t i o n s that abut the northern edge of the factory neighborhood a t tes t to 
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Ware's professional and community pride during the l as t quarter of the 19th 
century. The Young Men's L ibrary Association and the Congregational Chapel, 
b u i l t side by side on Church Street in 1881, are f ine examples of the High 
Victor ian Gothic and Queen Anne modes. T r i n i t y Episcopal Church, b u i l t l a te r 
in the same decade, is an equally impressive church at Church Street and Otis 
Avenue and i s an outstanding example of the i n s t i t u t i o n a l Queen Anne s ty le in 
Ware. The 20th century i n s t i t u t i o n a l bui ld ings that f a l l w i th in the boundaries 
of the d i s t r i c t — t h e bungaloid Colonial Revival -sty le Social Science Club of 
1914, and the Georgian-derived Colonial Revival Fire Stat ion of 1939—are also 
dist inguished bui ld ings in the local context. 

The archi tects of these bui ld ings are known in r e l a t i v e l y few cases. As noted 
in the indiv idual inventory ent r ies in the Section 7 descr ip t ion , Spr ingf ie ld 
arch i tect Eugene Gardner, or his f i r m , are credi ted wi th the Young Men's 
Library Associat ion, the Congregational Chapel, and the Methodist Episcopal 
Church: an unusually important c lus ter that displays an a t ten t ive cu l t i va t i on 
of small-town c l i en ts by a f i rm based in a nearby c i t y . Architects Gay and 
Proctor designed the 1923 reading room addi t ion to the Young Men's Library 
Associat ion; James A. B r i t ton designed the Fire S ta t ion . 

More information is avai lable on an important and i l l u s t r a t i v e 19th century 
bu i l de r -a rch i t ec t , Nathaniel Dudley Goodell. Goodell was born in Belchertown 
in 1821. He was t ra ined as a carpenter and jo ine r in Amherst; he l a te r worked 
in Spr ingf ie ld and returned to his nat ive town, where he was responsible for a 
town ha l l and several residences. Before his departure fo r Cal i forn ia in 1849, 
Goodell is reported to have spent f i ve years in Ware. In la te 19th century 
biographical essays for which Goodell himself was probably the source, he is 
var iously reported to have contracts fo r "three large factor ies and several 
hundred houses"^ or "two or three large factor ies and one or two hundred 
houses, etc."S 

Three fac tor ies were indeed b u i l t in Ware in the mid 1840s. These included the 
Otis Company's 1845 replacement of the or ig ina l Ware Manufacturing Company m i l l 
at the east end of the m i l l y a r d ; the 1845 structure is no longer extant , but a 
fragment of i t s stone basement story i s v i s i b l e in the rear of the 1916 m i l l 
( inventory #14). Also in 1845 the Otis Company added what is now known as mi l l 
#1 (the Granite M i l l , inventory #5). F i n a l l y , in 1846 the Gi lber t and Stevens 
Company added t he i r brick m i l l (no longer extant) on the south side of the 
r i v e r , west of South Street : i n view of the f i r s t reference c i ted above, i t i s 
possible, though by no means c e r t a i n , that Goodell worked for that f i rm as well 
as for the Otis Company. 

In any case, the correspondence between these bu i ld ing dates and Goodell's 
reported a c t i v i t y in the town of Ware document his prominent role in the major 
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bu i ld ing campaigns of the mid 1840s, as well as the a t t r i bu t i on to him of the 
oldest surviv ing m i l l in the v i l l a g e . His respons ib i l i t y fo r par t i cu la r m i l l 
housing projects is less c lear . The several hundred uni ts reportedly b u i l t in 
the 1840s were undoubtedly supplemented, and in some cases replaced, by l a t e r 
19th century p ro jec ts , since most un i ts now standing in the town were b u i l t 
a f te r Goodell 's departure for the gold f i e l ds in 1849. However, since he may 
have worked for both the Town's large manufacturers, any of the housing units 
appearing on the 1854 map, and which are not known to predate 1840 or postdate 
1849, are p o s s i b i l i t i e s for a t t r i b u t i o n . 

Par t i cu la r l y l i k e l y a t t r i b u t i o n s , on the basis of a f i rm Greek Revival s ty le 
that appears to push them back in to the 1840s, are the large frame housing 
uni ts on Otis Avenue ( inventory #s 26-30) and possibly the Gi lber t and Stevens 
boardinghouse block on South Street ( inventory #54). There is also i nd i rec t 
evidence of a c t i v i t y by Goodell in Ware's pr ivate sector: an undocumented 
photograph in the Jones Library in Amherst shows a temple-fronted Belchertown 
residence with an unusual pediment l i g h t , a t t r i bu ted to Goodell. The bui ld ing 
shows s i m i l a r i t i e s to three such houses b u i l t in the 1840s in Ware. One of 
them, which has been demolished, was b u i l t fo r millowner (Seorge H. G i lbe r t . 
Another s t i l l stands w i th in the present h i s t o r i c d i s t r i c t (the Richardson 
house, inventory #23). 

Goodell's l a te r career, whi le tangential to the h is to ry of Ware, i s 
paradigmatic of the ambit ious, entrepreneur ia l ly inc l ined bu i lder -arch i tec ts 
who were among the primary purveyors of popular American archi tecture in the 
l a t e r 19th century. Although the l a te biographical sources give a pos i t ive 
account of Goodell's experience in Ware, there is evidence that i t was 
otherwise. Hampshire County land records show "Nathaniel D. Goodell of Ware in 
said County, Carpenter," declared an insolvent debtor and his property assigned 
by the court in 1847.^ This f a i l u r e may have contr ibuted to Goodell 's 
decis ion, two years l a t e r , to migrate to Ca l i f o rn ia . Af ter an unsuccessful 
attempt at prospecting fo r gold, he established himself as a carpenter in 
Sacramento in the 1850s. He did not l i s t himself as an arch i tec t in local 
d i rec to r ies u n t i l the l a te 1860s, but in the 1870s he achieved considerable 
prominence. By the time his biographical sketch was published in Winf ie ld 
Davis' History of Sacramento County in 1890, Goodell had to his c red i t an 
impressive l i s t of i n s t i t u t i o n a l , commercial, and res ident ia l bu i ld ings , and 
was c lear ly perceived as a professional a r ch i t ec t . He was sa id , in f a c t , to 
have undertaken "a systematic study of a rch i tec ture , perfect ing himself in the 
a r t , " as a young bui lder in Belchertown.^ Goodell r e t i r ed from h is recent ly 
formed pract ice with Frank Schardin in 1894. He died in 1895. 

A f i na l issue that should be made e x p l i c i t in a consideration of the 
s igni f icance of the d i s t r i c t i s the interdependence of the m i l l d i s t r i c t proper 

Continued 
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and the neighboring i n s t i t u t i o n s . Physical proximity i t s e l f , of course, 
suggests an awareness on the part of those who s i ted the i ns t i t u t i ons that 
s ign i f i can t potent ia l membership was to be found in the densely populated mi l l 
neighborhoods. In many cases, however, the l i nk between mi l l management and 
local i n s t i t u t i o n s was d i r ec t . These l i nks suggest a pa te rna l i s t i c pol icy on 
the part of the companies, designed to foster a c i v i c and cu l tura l environment 
cont r ibu t ing to worker content. 

There are a number of evidences of th i s po l i cy . As noted above, the factory 
v i l l age was physical ly created by the Ware Manufacturing Company, which 
transformed i t from a m i l l seat and r i ve r crossing to a t i ny p la t ted town with 
a public coimion. The Ware Manufacturing Company also provided land and 
matching funds for the f i r s t church in the v i l l a g e , the Second Congregational 
Meeting House two blocks north of the present d i s t r i c t . One of the 
predecessors to the Young Men's Library Association was the "Mechanics and 
Manufacturing L ib ra ry , " managed by the local manufacturing in terests from 1824 
to 1861. One of the large donors to the present Young Men's Library 
Association bu i ld ing was J.H. Grenvi l le G i lbe r t , one of the o f f i ce r s of the 
Gi lber t Company. J.H.G. Gi lber t was l a te r donor of Grenvi l le Park, included in 
Ware's Church Street Histor ic D i s t r i c t ; that park was c lear ly designed on the 
Olmstedian model of a meeting ground of c lasses. The Social Science Club was 
formed in 1885 to expose the women of Ware to pr inc ip les of home economics, and 
might thus be considered a pendant to the Young Men's Library Association 
(which was of course open to women as w e l l ) ; the c lub 's f i r s t meeting place in 
aa Main Street bu i ld ing was provided by Otis Company, and the 1914 Clubhouse 
was b u i l t on Otis Company property. F i na l l y , as observed in the inventory, the 
two f i r e s tat ions in Ware's h is to ry were both s i ted on the edge of the north 
m i l l ya rd . The present 1939 s ta t ion was b u i l t on land that had been owned, 
again, by the Otis Company; land which, in f a c t , the Company had been content 
to see in use as a public park fo r almost a century. The s i t i n g of the 
stat ions undoubtedly re f l ec ts not only s e l f - i n t e r e s t on the part of the 
manufacturers but a recognit ion on the part of the town that i t was in i t s 
in te res t to provide the strongest possible protect ion to the mi l l ya rds . 

Af ter World War I , the Ware manufacturers were progressively weakened by 
competition from the southern t e x t i l e indust ry . Fai lure to modernized 
equipment may have also played a ro le in Ware's indus t r ia l decl ine. The 
Stevens Company, always the smallest of Ware's three m i l l s , was sold in 1918; 
i t was reorganized as the Ware Woolen Company, but lasted only in the l a te 
1920s under new management. The Gi lber t Company, too , closed i t s m i l l s in Ware 
and G i l b e r t v i l l e in 1929. The Otis Company sold o f f i t s underwear un i t in 1927 
and managed to survive the worst of the Depression before f i n a l l y going under 
in 1937. When the Otis Company was l iqu idated the m i l l s were employing only 
600 hands, down from a peak of 2,500 workers in the pre-World War I years. 

Continued 
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Af ter the f i na l c losure, a thousand c i t i zens contr ibuted to a successful local 
e f f o r t to purchase and lease the Otis m i l l s . Cal l ing i t s e l f "The Town That 
Can't Be Licked," Ware received nationwide a t t en t i on , including coverage in 
L i fe magazine, fo r i t s e f f o r t s . These were to some degree successful in 
a t t r ac t i ng new businesses and def lec t ing the worst of the unemployment 
resu l t ing from the Otis c losure. The mi l lyards today are about 60% occupied 
and account for a s ign i f i can t port ion of Ware's employment. 
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Footnotes: 

1. John Coolidge, ^"i^] g^^^^"siori: A Study of Architecture and Society in 
Lowell, Massachusetts, 18Z0-18b5. Columbia University Press, New York, 1942. 

2 It should be noted that at least some of the dwellings that are in use as 
double houses today, and are so identified in the inventory, have probably been 
converted from original boardinghouses. 

3. Periodical references to Nathaniel Dudley Goodell, who is discussed at 
greater length later in this significance statement, are supplied by B. Joseph 
Sgromo, a graduate student in art history at California State University in 
Sacramento. Mr. Sgromo has done substantial research on 19th century builders 
and has additional information on Goodell. The Jones Library in Amherst, 
Massachusetts, possesses considerable material pertaining to the Goodell family. 

4. Winfield J. Davis, History of Sacramento County, 1890, p. 270. 

,5. California Architect and Building News, July 1884. 

6. Hampshire County deed book 117, p. 120. 

7. Davis, loc. cit. 
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10. Verbal Boundary J u s t i f i c a t i o n 

The boundaries of the proposed d i s t r i c t are represented by the dotted l i n e on 
the enclosed sketch map. 

Spec i f i ca l l y , boundaries were drawn to include the en t i re ty of the r e l a t i ve l y 
in tac t group of indus t r ia l s t ructures north of the Ware River and south of Main 
Street , along with the surv iv ing 19th century m i l l and m i l l - r e l a t e d bui ldings 
on the south bank of the Ware River on e i ther side of South St reet ; they were 
extended to include the upper dam northeast of the m i l l y a r d , and the most 
i n tac t and cohesive groups of company houses in Ware, those along Otis Avenue 
and Canal St reet . The other propert ies included f a l l in to two categories: 
e i ther they are enclosed w i th in these primary zones ( i . e . , propert ies 41-44 on 
the north side of Main St reet , which in t he i r a l tered or r e b u i l t state cannot 
be said to contr ibute to the d i s t r i c t , but are inseparable from i t ) ; o r , 
a l t e rna t i ve l y , they are inmediately adjacent to the primary zones and, as 
propert ies i nd i v idua l l y e l i g i b l e for the National Register, make an outstanding 
cont r ibut ion to the d i s t r i c t (e .g . propert ies 1,45,33, and 30 on Main and 
Church Streets; and propert ies 21,22 and 23 on Park S t ree t ) . 

The boundaries were not extended fu r ther north on Church Street because of the 
presence of conspicuously a l tered bui ld ings immediately north of those 
inventor ies . The boundaries were not extended west on Pleasant Street because, 
although that s t reet contains several e l i g i b l e bu i ld ings , i t is not v isua l l y 
connected wi th the m i l l neiphborhood, nor are most of the residences 
h i s t o r i c a l l y associated wi th the m i l l s ; nor, f i n a l l y , are the i nd i v idua l l y 
e l i g i b l e propert ies on Pleasant Street immediately adjacent to propert ies that 
are included in the d i s t r i c t . The Park Street boundary was drawn north of 
property #21, which is i nd i v idua l l y e l i g i b l e , because of a drop-of f i n the 
level of i n t e g r i t y in structures fu r ther nor th. Boundaries were not extended 
to include surv iv ing m i l l housing north of Main Street on the east side of the 
r i ve r because of uneven i n t e g r i t y and distance from the main m i l l complex. On 
the south bank, boundaries were drawn closely around the surv iv ing resources of 
the Gi lber t Company and stop at the parking l o t that forms a natural break to 
the south of inventory #45. The boundaries were also drawn closely around the 
inventor ied m i l l housing on the east side of South St reet , south of Maple; 
again there are scattered examples of m i l l - r e l a t e d bui ld ings fu r ther south, but 
the i r connection wi th the d i s t r i c t i s weakened by factors of distance, loss of 
i n t e g r i t y , and i n t r u s i o n . The eastern boundary of the south mi l l yard i t s e l f i s 
drawn at inventory #48. This represents the extent of the pre-1950 m i l l ya rd ; 
inmediately east of the 1940s addi t ion to inventory #48 is a 1955 concrete 
block u t i l i t y bu i l l^ ing, which would probably be considered an in t rus ion in any 
fur ther extension of the boundaries. Such an extension might be considered 
when the handsome brick power plant of 1948, a t the eastern end of the south 
yard , approaches age-el i g i b i l i t y in the 1990s. 

Continued 
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F i n a l l y , the southern and eastern boundary, from inventory #48 to inventory #20 
( th upper dam complex), fol lows the southern and eastern bank of the Ware River 
because the r i ve r i t s e l f , wi th i t s associated engineering s t ructures, f a l l s , 
m i l l pond, free-running channels, and natural vegetation is the spine of the 
d i s t r i c t , making a very strong cont r ibut ion to i t s i n t e g r i t y and to the sense 
of time and space i t provides. 

There are no assessors maps for the town of Ware, so a sketch map of the 
d i s t r i c t must su f f i ce to show the boundaries of the d i s t r i c t . 



^ / T f t s r . 
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dateenter«^OV 2 1 1986 

historic Vjare M i l l y a r d H i s t o r i c D i s t r i c t 

and or common same 

2. Location 

street & number 
Roughly bounded by South S t r e e t , Ware R ive r , Upper Dam 
Conplex, Park S t r e e t , O t i s Avenue and Church Street-M/Anot for publication 

city, town Ware N/A vicinity of 

state Massachusetts code 025 county Hampshire code 015 

3. Classiffication 
ClUegory Ownersh ip 

district public 
building(s) private 
structure — both 
site Publ ic Acqu is i t ion 
object in process 
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Status 
X_ occupied 
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work in progress 
Access ib le 

X_ yes: restricted 
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no 

Present Use 
agriculture 

— commercial 
educational 
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)C industrial 
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X- other: 

4. Owner off Property c l u b ; f i r e s t a t i o n ; 
1 ibi"ai"y 

name M u l t i p l e (see a t tached l i s t ) 

street & number 

city, town vicinity of state 

5. Location off Legal Description 

courthouse, registry of deeds, etc. Hampshire County Registry of Deeds 

street & number Kinq S t ree t 

city, town Northampton state Massachusetts 

6. Representation in Existing Surveys 

title 
Inventory of the Historic Assets of the 
Commonweal th of Massachusetts .̂ a.s <H's property been determined eligible? 

' Area A 
yes no 

date 1983 See t e x t of the nominat ion federal ^ state county local 

depository for survey records Massachusetts Historical Connission 
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7m D e s c r i p t i o n ware MiHyard His tor ic D i s t r i c t , Ware, Massachusetts 

Condi t ion Checic one Checl i one 
excellent deteriorated unaltered ^ original site 

X good ruins x altered moved date 
— fair —unexposed (as indicated) 

Describe the present and original (if known) physical appearance 

The Ware Mi l lyard and Environs H is to r i c D i s t r i c t has as i t s core the h i s to r i c 
mi l lyards on the north and south banks of the Ware River, between i t s rather 
sharp westward turn and the South Street br idge. From th i s core the d i s t r i c t 
extends north to include blocks of company housing h i s t o r i c a l l y associated with 
the m i l l s , as wel l as a number of important community i n s t i t u t i ons immediately 
adjacent to the m i l l d i s t r i c t proper. I t also extends northeast to include the 
upper dam that cont ro l led water power to the s i t e . 

The age of the cu l tu ra l resources w i th in the d i s t r i c t boundaries varies from 
ca. 1825 (the Ware Manufacturing Company store and counting room, inventory #2) 
to 1939 (the Ware Fire Sta t ion , inventory #24). The major i ty of the bui ldings 
date from the second ha l f of the 19th century. The Ware River i t s e l f , w i th in 
the d i s t r i c t boundaries, contains engineering structures dat ing, at least in 
conf igurat ion, from the 1820s. 

The indus t r i a l structures in the d i s t r i c t are towered and untowered m i l l s , 
shops, and o f f i c e s , exh ib i t ing modest s t y l i s t i c references appropriate to the i r 
periods: a vernacular late Georgian taste in the hipped roof of the 
Manufacturing Company counting room, bracketed eaves in some of the la te 19th 
century bu i ld ings . For the most pa r t , however, and p a r t i c u l a r l y in the i r 
surv iv ing s ta te , bui ld ings w i th in the mi l lyard are notable less for t h e i r s ty le 
than for t he i r o r ig ina l f ab r i c . Construction material is almost exc lus ively 
brick masonry ( in one case granite--see inventory #5). M u l t i - l i g h t wooden sash 
is v i r t u a l l y un iversa l . 

In the m i l l ya rd environs, Greek Revival in f luence, in some cases s t rong, is 
evident in the ear l i es t surviv ing company housing. High sty le Greek Revival 
domestic archi tecture is represented by the pr ivate residence of the 
Richardsonian family ( inventory #23). The Second Empire, High Vic tor ian 
Gothic, Shingle Sty le , Queen Anne, and Colonial Revival styles are represented, 
in both br ick and frame, elsewhere in the environs of the mi l l ya rd . Also 
present is a miniature instance of Victor ian landscape arch i tec ture: 
Nenameseck Park ( inventory #1) , at the point of t r ans i t i on between the mi l lyard 
and Ware's block-long conmercial center. 

A descript ion of bui ld ings in the d i s t r i c t fo l lows. Structures on the north 
side of the Ware River are discussed f i r s t , fol lowed by those on the south bank. 

1. Nenameseck Park, in tersect ion of Main, Church, South, and Pulaski Streets, 
t h i r d quarter of 19th century (photographs # 1 , 2, 33) 

Roughly t r iangu la r landscaped p l o t , approximately one f i f t h of an acre in area, 
inmediately southwest of one of Ware's two main in tersect ions. The p lo t is 
granite-curbed and ringed wi th sidewalk. The greater part of the park, 
exclusive of the long southern t i p , which has been added in th is century, is 

Continued 
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enclosed by an o r ig ina l cast iron fence. The fence is composed of bulbous 
t ie red posts supporting a framework of hoops and spears; i t is la rge ly i n t ac t , 
due to to the preserving e f fec ts of a thick coat of green pa in t , but is showing 
some deter iorat ion from rus t . A gate on Main Street gives access to the park 
during the sumer months. D i rec t l y in f ron t of the gate is a th ree- t ie red iron 
founta in , surmounted by an u rn , set in a granite poo l . To the south is a small 
modern f lagpole and a grani te trough, now used as a planter, dated 1873. There 
are three round ornamental trees presently growing in the park. Wooden park 
benches are anchored to them in the summer. 

The name of Nenameseck Park derives from the Indian name for the Ware River. 
The park occupies the open space reserved, probably fo r a market space, in the 
ea r l i es t plan of the fac tory v i l l a g e . In the 1820s, the Ware Manufacturing 
Company reserved a cleaver-shaped block of land west of the mi l lyard and on the 
south side of Main Street—then cal led Front Street—as a public common. In 
1837 the Company's successor, the Hampshire Manufacturing Company, went in to 
bankruptcy. Since t i t l e to the common had never been t ransferred to the town, 
the Company's receivership was forced to subdivide and se l l the common. The 
open space at i t s east end remained undeveloped, however. 

I t shows on both the 1854 and the 1860 maps, in 1860 wi th a market house in the 
southwest corner. A park is not shown on the s i te on the 1860 map, although 
one of comparable size is indicated at Main and Park Streets, the present s i te 
of the Ware Fire Station ( inventory #24). On the 1873 map, both parks show 
c lea r l y . Nenameseck Park is portrayed on that map in the teardrop shape that 
is apparent in the fenced port ion to the present day. The development of the 
park as a landscape element therefore would appear to date from the 1860s or 
ear ly 1870s, although an 1836 booklet quotes an 1855 Town Meeting vote to make 
unspecified improvements. 

Though the park was developed and maintained by the Town, legal t i t l e to the 
parcel remained with that of the mi l l yard propert ies. I t was not u n t i l the 
1930s that the Town obtained legal t i t l e to the land from the Oddfellows Lodge, 
which had acquired i t , along wi th the former manufacturing company o f f i c e 
( inventory #2), from the Otis Company. A photograph of the park published in 
1886 shows i t w i th i t s present elements in place, wi th a f u l l r ing of mature 
trees along the fence. Nenameseck Park is i nd i v idua l l y e l i g i b l e fo r the 
National Register and makes an outstanding contr ibut ion to the d i s t r i c t in 
mater ia l , s t y l e , and associat ion. 

2. Ware Manufacturing Company store and counting room, southwest corner South 
and Main Streets, caT 1820 (photograph #1 , 2, 34) 

Two-story br ick s t ruc tu re , i r regu lar U-olan wi th h ip -and-nd 
block facing.Sguth Street and gabled e l l s facing mi l lyard in 
foundation v i s i b l e at r i g h t ; basement story exposed on south 

and-ridge roofed main 
rear. Stone 
( r i ve r ) side of 
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sloping l o t . Two/two sash, wood s i l l s , some f l a t br ick masonry arches on rear 
e levat ion. Front elevation ten i r regu lar bays wide on f i r s t f l o o r , including 
three entrances. ^ 

The plan of t h i s bu i l d i ng , which la te r served as an o f f i c e fo r the Otis 
Company, is c lea r l y v i s i b l e on the 1825 "Plan of the Land and Buildings 
Belonging to the Ware Manufacturing Company." Bu i l t as a store and o f f i ce by 
the f i r s t large-scale manufacturer in Ware, i t is the oldest bui ld ing in the 
d i s t r i c t and the only documented cu l tu ra l resource to survive from that very 
early period in the development of the factory v i l l a g e . The bui ld ing is not 
great ly a l tered from i t s 19th century appearance, except fo r the loss of the 
large chimneys and bracketed door hoods v i s i b l e in 1880s photographs. I t make 
a strong contr ibut ion to the d i s t r i c t in mate r ia l , s t y l e , and associat ion. 

3. Otis Company M i l l #3, north bank of Ware River south of Off ice bui ld ing 
( inventory #2), o r i g ina l section 1856, wi th 1869, 1886, and 1945 addit ions 
(Photographs #3, 4 , and 5) . 

Long, narrow, br ick s t ruc tu re , o r i g i n a l l y f i v e stor ies in he ight ; now two 
stor ies above grade on mi l lyard side, three stor ies on r i ve r . Approximately 
50 x 5 bays wi th two outset sta i r towers o r i g i n a l l y pyramidal-roofed, on north 
side and three on south. Segmentally arched windows, 12/12 wooden sash, stone 
s i l l s with tooled surface. Window bays s l i g h t l y recessed f l a t , unornamented 
p i l as te rs . I ron t i e rods between s to r ies . Stone door enframements, stoops, 
ear ly wooden doors and hardware. East end of bu i ld ing is even with lower dam 
across Ware River; intake equipment stamped "Rodney Hunt Machine Co. . , Orange, 
Mass" is s t i l l in place. Stone foundation v i s i b l e on r i ve r s ide; broad stone 
arch, dated 1885, serves as water power out le t at east end near dam. In te r io r 
of bu i ld ing now devoted to various indus t r i a l and commercial uses. Accessible 
portions display or ig ina l exposed brick wa l l s , wooden f l o o r s , wooden columns 
that leave th ent i re depth of the bu i ld ing open to c i r c u l a t i o n , and high 
massively beamed ce i l i ngs . 

Bu i l t in at least three stages, th is long indus t r ia l bu i ld ing probably grew 
from a middle section dating 1856, expanded in both d i rect ions over the next 
several decades. Nineteenth-century sources report that a 200-foot m i l l was 
b u i l t to replace the or ig ina l Ware Manufacturing Company bui ld ing on the s i te 
in 1856-57; in 1869 a 50-foot addi t ion was made. The 1873 map shows the 
bui ld ing in essent ia l ly i t s present conf igurat ion, except for the section 
nearest the dam. I t was probably added in 1886, the date inscribed on the 
s lu ice gate near the southeast corner. In i t s early days the m i l l contained 
looms; in 1864 these were removed and the bu i ld ing converted to manufacturing. 
Not only k n i t t i n g machines but a colony of kn i t t e r s were imported from England 
fo r th is operat ion. After 1890 sh i r ts and drawers were produced in m i l l #3. 

Continued 
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The top two s tor ies of th i s bu i ld ing were removed in 1945. They appear in tact 
in a 1938 photograph now in the co l lec t ion of the Ware H is to r i ca l Society. 
Nineteenth-century sources report a s ix -s to ry s t ruc ture , so i t is possible that 
one was los t even e a r l i e r . An 1880 f i r e may have been responsible. Despite 
these losses, the structure st retching along the Ware River below the middle 
dam contr ibutes to the d i s t r i c t in mate r ia l , s t y l e , and scale. 

4. Middle Dam, Ware River, Ware River between Otis M i l l #3 ( inventory #3) and 
Stevens new m i l l (east end of inventory #47), 19th century masonry ca. 1861 
wi th 20th century repairs and addi t ions. (Photographs #6, 35.) 

Coursed masonry of massive stone blocks, r i s i n g three to f i v e t i e r s above the 
natural stone of the f a l l s . The conf igurat ion of th i s engineering structure is 
v i s i b l e on the ea r l i es t deta i led map of the v i l l a g e , the 1825 map of the 
property of Ware Manufacturing Company. A la te 19th century source said that 

, the dam as i t by then existed had been b u i l t under the superintendence of the 
late Sylvanus J. Wetherel l , who was the Otis Company agent from 1859 to 1866; 
another late 19th century source speci f ies that the new granite dam at the 
middle f a l l s was constructed, in cooperation with Stevens Company on the south 
bank in 1861. I t was constructed of stone from the Monson quarr ies, and 
founded on the so l id ledge. The dam makes a strong contr ibut ion to the 
d i s t r i c t in mate r ia l , s t ruc tu re , and conf igura t ion . 

5. Otis Company mil 1 # 1 , north side of Ware River east of m i l l #3 (inventory 
#3), ca, 1845. (Photographs #3 LbackgroundJ, 7, 8 [ r i g h t foreground] and 36). 
NR 1982. 

Five s tory , gabled-roofed grani te s t ructure (four s tor ies above grade on 
mi l lyard s ide ) , approximately 24 x 5 bays. At west end is an or ig ina l 
two-story, two-bay shed-roofed grani te section wi th br ick s t a i r tower 
addi t ion. At east end is a 1 1/2-story section with br ick upper story and rear 
addi t ions; th i s section has segmental-arched windows and wood-bracketed eaves 
and was i den t i f i ed as a "picker house" on the 1919 Sanborn Insurance Map. The 
extreme eastern part of t h i s section is extended at a s l i g h t angle to the 
res t . Granite wal ls are loosely coursed, wi th a l ternat ing t i e r s of deep and 
shallow blocks. Stone is roughly surfaced but not rock-faced. Stairtowers 
wi th low hipped roofs centered on north and south sides of f i ve -s to ry sect ion. 
S ix /s ix sash with stone s i l l s and l i n t e l s ; massive stone post -and- l in te l door 
frames; wooden doors and ear ly hardware. Iron t i e rods between stor ies and 
bays. 

The granite m i l l , l i s t e d on the National Register in 1982, is the oldest extant 
m i l l bui ld ing in Ware and the only surviving example of large-scale indust r ia l 

Continued 



QMB Approval J»o. 1024-OOIt 

United S t a t e s Depar tment off the Interior 
National Parle Service 

National Register off Historic Places 
inventory—Nomination Form 

Ware Mi l lyard His tor ic D i s t r i c t  

Continuation sheet "̂ "̂̂ ^^ ^^ss . item number ^ Page 

archi tecture in stone. I t is almost cer ta in ly the work of bui lder Nathaniel 
Dudley Goodell of Belchertown, who moved to Ware on the strength of several 
m i l l - bu i l d i ng contracts in the 1840s: presumably two for the Otis Company, and 
perhaps one fo r G i lber t and Stevens, which were constructe4 in 1845-46. The 
Gi lber t and Stevens m i l l on the south side of the r i ve r has been destroyed. 
The granite basement of Otis M i l l #2 survives at the rear of the 1916 New Mi l l 
( inventory #14). The bui ld ing makes a strong contr ibut ion to the d i s t r i c t in 
mater ia l , s t y l e , and associat ion. 

6. Otis Company Repair Shop, m i l l ya rd north of m i l l #1 ( inventory #6), ca. 
188TT: (Photograph #9.) 

Three-story, 4x 7 bay br ick bu i ld ing wi th elaborate masonry f ron t - f ac ing gable, 
eave re turns, and s late roof. Early one-story three-bay o f f i c e addi t ion at 
l e f t f ron t has received less compatible second-story br ick add i t i on . Bays are 
ar t icu la ted with p i las ters extending the height of the bu i ld ing , culminating in 
simple cap i to ls and b l i nd arches under a corbel led corn ice. Segmental-arched 
windows, 12/12 l i g h t s ; rock-faced stone s i l l s , foundation; early wooden doors 
and hardware. 

Unique among the surv iv ing m i l l bui ld ings of Ware fo r i t s elaborate br ick 
masonry, th is st ructure was i d e n t i f i e d as a repai r shop on the 1919 map. The 
exter ior is in tac t except fo r the f ron t addi t ions. I t contr ibutes to the 
d i s t r i c t in mater ia l , s t y l e , and associat ion. 

7. t i s Company Rib Kn i t t i ng Bu i ld ing , m i l l ya rd north of inventory #8, ear ly 
20th century. (Photograph #10) 

Two-story, 11-bay bu i ld ing on coursed granite foundation. Unfenestrated 
end-walls w i th one-story bo i le r room section on east end. Flat roo f , simple 
corbelled corn ice; s ix /n ine l i g h t s , paired under segmental arches; stone 
s i l l s . Stone stoops; replacement doors; frame-loading shelters in f r o n t . 

I den t i f i ed as the " r i b k n i t t i n g bu i l d ing " on the 1919 Sanborn Fire Map. This 
ear ly 20th century s t ructure contr ibutes to the d i s t r i c t in mater ia l , s t y l e , 
and associat ion. 

8. Otis Company Boi ler House, m i l l ya rd north of inventory #9 and Ware River, 
la te r 19th century. (Photograph #8, l e f t background.) 

Long, narrow, one- and two- story br ick bu i l d i ng , very low-pitched gable roof 
with curved wooden brackets. Two-story section to west is 7 x 3 bays; 
one-story section is 11 x 3 bays. T a l l , narrow segmental-arched windows on 
main f l oo r are composed of e i g h t - l i g h t casements above and below a 12- l ight 

Continued 
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fixed panel. Upper windows are small eignt ngnts unaSî  SS^Ulfirttai ai*Cn. 
Rock-faced stone s i l l s and foundation. Two-bay vehicle door on river side. 

Identif ied as a boiler house and with banks of boilers showing inside on the 
1919 Sanborn map. This structure contributes to the d i s t r i c t in material, 
s ty le, and association. 

9. Otis Company Powerhouse, Ware River east of mi l l #1 (inventory #5), ca. 1925. 

Squarish brick building bu i l t out into lower millpond of Ware River; t a l l 
one-story on millyard side; two stories, including concrete basement, exposed 
on r iver at east and south. Broad segmental-arched windows and doors; 
rock-faced stone s i l l s . Uninterrupted inter ior space lighted by 12/12 windows 
with 8-l ight transoms, and short 8-l ight windows at a t t i c level. Large wooden 
quadruple folding door centered on facade. Flat or very low-pitched roof, 
eaves extended over curved wooden brackets. 

This handsome powerhouse is clearly represented, bu i l t out into the lower 
millpond, on the 1946 update of the 1919 Sanborn map, but i t does not appear on 
the original version. I t probably dates from the 1920s. I t is in excellent 
condition and contributes to the d is t r i c t in material, sty le, and association. 

10. Otis Company hosiery f in ishing bui lding, north side Ware River on east edge 
of millpond;, ca.! 1910. 

Two-story brick building—only one story exposed on upper millyard 
side—roughly U-shaped in plan with short el ls facing pond. Nearly f l a t roof, 
simple brick cornice; segmental-arched windows, 12/12 wood sash, tooled stone 
s i l l s . Small frame addition at northwest corner. 

Identi f ied in the Ware Survey as a hosiery f in ishing bui lding, this structure 
was or iginal ly connected with inventory #11 by a now lost three-story brick 
building on the south end. I t makes a modest contribution to the d i s t r i c t in 
material, s ty le, and association. 

11. Otis Company urider̂ wear f inishing mil 1 building, north side Ware River at 
southeast corner of mil lyard, ca. 1915. 

Large three-story brick bui lding, elaborated rectangular plan with outset stair 
towers on east, west, and north sides, one-story shop section on south, several 
small brick e l l s northeast corner. Very low gable pitched from 
north/south-running ridgebeam; plain corbelled cornice. Nine-light windows 
with s ix - l igh t arched transoms, paired under segmental arches. 

Continued 
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Identif ied on the 1919 Sanborn map as an underwear f inishing building, this 
structure was or ig inal ly connected to inventory #10 by a three-story brick 
building on i t s southwest corner. I t makes a modest contribution to the 
d is t r i c t in material, s ty le, and association. 

12. Otis Company dye house, north millyard north of pond, 1886 

One- and two-story brick structure with low-pitched roof, curved rafter ends, 
frame clerestory. Roughly rectangular plan with curved southeast corner; 
attached to inventory #14 (new mi l l ) by complex of additions at northwest 
corner. Narrow 6/6 sash paired under segmental arches; rock-faced stone belt 
course under windows. Eighteen bays long; 1886 datestone (may be repositioned) 
over loading door near north end. 

Identi f ied as a dye house on 1919 Sanborn map, this building is unusual for i ts 
curved corner (undoubtedly designed to fac i l i t a te the flow of millyard 
t r a f f i c ) ; i t contributes to the d i s t r i c t in material, s ty le, and scale. 

13. Otis Company store house. Ware River east of new mi l l (inventory #14) ca. 
1915. 

Four-story brick building (three stories on millyard side) with low-pitched 
integral tower at southwest corner. Segmental arches and upper windows, 12/12 
sash, rock-faced stone s i l l s . Deep eaves, large wooden brackets. One-story 
cinder-block addition on south side; early foundation extends from southwest 
corner. 

This building is ident i f ied as a store house on the 1919 Sanborn map. This was 
a use to which a nunber of buildings across the Ware River from the northeast 
millyard were put. The foundation at the southwest corner of this building is 
the remains of the cloth f inishing bui lding, s t i l l in place on the 1946 update 
to the 1919 Sanborn. The store contributes to the d i s t r i c t in material, style, 
and association. 

14. Otis Company New M i l l , north millyard near Main Street, 1916. (Photograph 
#11.1 

Three-story brick structure (four stories on rear, basement level obscured by 
one-story granite section remaining from 1945 mi l l #2). Seventeen by seven 
bays; 12/12 l ights, with arched 6- l ight transoms, paired under segmental 
arches. Rock-faced stone foundation s i l l s , and belt course below f i r s t f loor 
windows. Entries in end bays; dated over le f t front entrances; early wooden 
doors. Third-story center bay defaced on facade; concrete block and frame shed 
on southwest corner of roof; one-story cinder block addition at northeast 

corner. Continued 
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Called New M i l l on the 1919 map, t h i s 1916 factory preserves a reimant of an 
ear l ie r bu i ld ing on the s i te (see also inventory #5). I t contr ibutes to the 
d i s t r i c t in mater ia l , s t y l e , and associat ion. 

15. Otis Company tenements, 1-3 Canal Street , a f te r 1878. (Photograph #12 
r i g h t , see also photograph 37). 

Closest to Main Street of a row of f i v e very s imi lar tenement bui ld ings on 
Canal Street , which makes a s ingle narrow loop around a small peninsula formed 
by the diversion of the canal from the upper mi l lpond. Two-story, 2 x 6 bay 
frame double house wi th s ide-facing gables, close eaves wi th returns. Brick 
foundation (plastered on r i g h t s ide) , br ick basement level f u l l y exposed in 
rear. Hip-roofed open f ron t and side porches. Paired center entrances, wood 
doors wi th t a l l double panes. Symmetrical window treatments, 6/6 l i g h t s ; 
synthetic clapboard s id ing and shutters. 

The Canal Street tenements appear f i r s t in the 1873 at las map of Ware. At that 
po in t , however, only four bui ld ings--and probably only the middle three of the 
present ones--were in place. Nor does the bu i ld ing closest to Main Street show 
on the 1878 view of Ware; i t so c losely matches the others, however, that i t 
was probably in place not long a f t e r . Exterior a l te ra t ions are minor; on th is 
example, they are confined to r e l a t i v e l y inconspicuous re -s id ing . Par t i cu la r l y 
as part of i t s row, th is property contr ibutes to the d i s t r i c t in s ty le and 
associat ion. 

16. Otis Company tenements, 5-7 Canal Street , ca. 1870. (Photographs #12 
second from r i g h t . ) 

Second from south of a row of f i v e c losely s imi lar tenements on Canal Street , 
which makes a single narrow loop around a small peninsula formed by the 
diversion of the canal from the upper mi l lpond. Two-story, 2 x 6 bay frame 
double house wi th s ide-facing gables, close eaves with re turns; brick 
foundation, br ick basement level f u l l y exposed in rear. Hip-roofed door hood 
on th in curved brackets over paired center en t r ies ; wooden doors wi th four 
square l i g h t s . South end hip-roofed enclosed porch (enclosure appears ear ly 
addi t ion or o r i g i n a l ) . Wood clapboard siding with corner framing; a 
symmetrical window treatments, 2/2 l igh ts downstairs, 6/6 upsta i rs . 

One of the o r ig ina l Canal Street tenements depicted on the 1873 map (see 
inventory #15). Contributes to row and d i s t r i c t in mate r ia l , s t y l e , and 
associat ion. 

Continued 
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17. Otis Company tenements, 9-17 Canal Street , ca. 1870. (Photographs #12 
t h i r d from r i g h t . ) 

Third from south of a row of f i v e c losely s imi lar tenement bui ld ings on Canal 
Street , which makes a s ingle narrow loop around a small peninsula formed by a 
diversion of the canal from the upper mi l lpond. Two-story, f ou r -un i t 
s t ructure, 2 x 12 i r regu lar bays, s ide-facing gables, close eave re turns; brick 
foundation, br ick basement f u l l y exposed in rear. Shed-roofed door hoods over 
f ron t entrances, supported on plain f igure- four brackets. Pedimented gable 
roof dormers over central u n i t s . Enclosed, hip-roofed south end porch. 
Asphalt shake s id ing , wood panel doors with four square l i gh ts as on inventory 
#16. 

One of o r ig ina l Canal Street tenements depicted on the 1873 map (see inventory 
#15). Property contr ibutes to row and d i s t r i c t in mater ia l , s t y l e , and 
associati on. 

18. Otis Company tenements, 21-27 Canal Street , ca. 1870. (Photograph #12, 
fo r th from r i gh t ) 

Fourth from south of row of f i v e c losely s imi lar tenements l i n i n g Canal Street , 
which makes a single narrow loop around a small peninsula formed by diversion 
of the canal from the upper mi l lpond. Two-story, 3-4 uni t frame st ructure with 
side-facing gables, brick foundation and exposed rear basement. Wood clapboard 
siding with corner framing, close eave re turns , shed-roofed f r on t door hoods on 
p la in braces. Two-story, shed-roofed open porches on plain posts across rear 
of bu i l d i ng ; no south end porch as on other Canal Street houses, but one-story 
shed-roofed extension at basement l e v e l . Windows i r r egu la r l y spaced on facade 
but symmetrical between s to r i es : 2/2 on f i r s t f l o o r , 6/6 above. Pedimented 
gable dormers over inner un i ts . 

One of the o r ig ina l Canal Street tenements depicted on the 1873 map (see 
inventory #15). Property contr ibutes to row and d i s t r i c t in s ty le and 
associat ion. 

19. Otis Company tenements, 29-31 Canal Street, ca. 1875. (Not v i s i b l e in 
photograph #12 of Canal Street row) 

Northmost of row of f i v e c losely s imi lar tenements l i n i n g Canal Street , which 
makes a s ingle narrow loop around a small peninsula formed by the diversion of 
the canal from the upper mi l lpond. Two-story, 2 x 6 i r regular bays, frame 
double houses wi th s ide-facing gables, close eave returns. Brick foundation, 
br ick basement s tory f u l l y exposed in rear. Shed-roofed door hood over paired 
center en t r ies , enclosed hip-roofed south end porch, small sunporch addi t ion on 
north end. Asphalt s t r i p s id ing . 

Continued 
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Although a structure is shown on th i s end of the Canal Street in the 1873 map 
(see inventory #15), i t is depicted as s i g n i f i c a n t l y smaller in scale than the 
three to the south, which the present s t ructure closely matches. I t may 
therefore have been an ea r l i e r s t ructure on the s i t e , which th is tenement 
replaced a f t e r 1873. Property contr ibutes to row and d i s t r i c t in mater ia l , 
s t y l e , and associat ion. 

20. Upper dam conplex. Ware River, north of Main and Canal Streets, 19th 
century wi th 20th century repairs and addi t ions. 

Linked series of water control and diversion mechanism, including guard gates 
and gabled frame head house on west bank at the top of the canal ; concrete and 
stone masonry dam b u i l t across the main channel of the Ware River at i t s upper 
f a l l s ; and concrete and stone waste gates abutting the east bank. This 
conf igurat ion of water power f a c i l i t i e s is already in evidence on the 1825 
"Plan of the Land and Buildings Belonging to the Ware Manufacturing Company," 
and i t makes a strong cont r ibut ion to the d i s t r i c t . 

21 . Social Science Club, northwest corner Pleasant and Park Streets, 1914. 
Photographs #13) 

One-story bungaloid Colonial Revival club bu i l d i ng . Basica l ly rectangular in 
p lan ; 3 x 5 bay main block wi th shallow f ron t port ico and small e l l s at r i g h t 

, rear , and l e f t rear . Hip-and-ridge roof over exposed r a f t e r s , stucco exter ior 
wa l ls , f ie ldstone foundation. M u l t i - l i g h t sash; large 12/12 windows with 
"keystone" l i g h t the open ha l l tha t dominates the i n t e r i o r . Hall retains 
or ig ina l woodwork, stage wi th c lass ic iz ing proscenium. Exter ior Colonial 
Revival d e t a i l , in addit ion to window treatments, includes f a n - l i t f r on t doors 
wi th s ide l igh ts and de l icate p i l as te rs , port ico outset to the depth of paired, 
f l u ted Doric columns. A small turned "balustrade" wi th urns crowns th i s 
entryway composition. Chimneys are br ick , paneled and corbel led; ear ly 20th 
century l i g h t standards stand at the top of the f i r s t f l i g h t of the steps that 
approach the Club, on i t s s l i g h t l y raised l o t , from the s t ree t . 

As an organizat ion, the Social Science Club was founded in 1885, to assis t the 
women of Ware in t he i r ro le as homemakers. The f i r s t meeting space was a 
bu i ld ing on Main Street provided by the Otis Coripany. The Otis Company also 
provided the parcel o f land on which the present bu i ld ing was constructed. 
Similar in s ty le to 92 and 100 Church Street in the Church Street His tor ic 
D i s t r i c t , and constructed only a few years la ter than the l a t t e r , th is property 
is a modestly scaled but dist inguished exanple of 20th century archi tecture in 
Ware. Property is i nd iv idua l l y e l i g i b l e for the National Register and makes an 
outstanding contr ibut ion to the d i s t r i c t in mate r ia l , s t y l e , and associat ion. 

Continued 
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22. T r i n i t y Episcopal Church, southwest corner of Park and Pleasant St reets , 
1888^:^: (Photograph #14) , • 

Shingle s ty le church in "parish gothic" mode, on s t reet overlooking m i l l ya rd . 
Large, steep, close-eaved gable facing Park St reet ; t a l l , square, tent-roofed 
entry tower outset at l e f t f r o n t . Side eaves extend over curved, notched 
r a f t e r ends. Small e l l s at r i g h t f ron t and rear (rear e l l has been s l i g h t l y 
enlarged in conpatible mate r ia Is ) ; semi-circular apse in rear . Exterior 
surface en t i r e l y sheathed wi th dark-stained wooden shingles, including the 
small cross at apex of f ron t gable; t yp ica l "swept" or "eye l i d " treatment of 
surface de ta i l s . Fine displays of stained and leaded glass in the large 
pointed-arched t r i p l e windows in f ron t and in the small square windows on the 
side elevations and apse. Tower has small outset open entry employing pointed 
arch; tower stages are a r t i cu la ted and f l a r e d . 

The Ware Episcopal parish was organized in 1872, wi th 13 members. Early 
services were held in pr ivate homes and in the former Congregational Chapel on 
Water Street. In 1888, the Joseph Hartwell house and lo t overlooking the 
mi l l ya rd at Park and Pleasant Streets were purchased. The Hartwell house was 
moved several blocks east to the corner of Bank and Pleasant Streets, where i t 
s t i l l stands, and the present church was b u i l t on the l o t . Arthur Chase, 
author of the f i r s t and most substant ial h is to ry of Ware, was rector of the 
church for 40 years. The bu i ld ing is in an excel lent state of preservat ion. 
I t makes an outstanding cont r ibut ion to the d i s t r i c t in mater ia l , s t y l e , and 
associat ion. 

23. Clara and Ebenezer Richardson house, 20 Park Street , ca. 1845 (Photographs 
#15,^371: 

Two-story frame Greek Revival dwel l ing . Temple f r o n t main block, four bays 
wide, wi th matching 1 1/2 story l e f t side e l l containing main entry , and 
telescoping u t i l i t y wing at l e f t rear . 

Main block framed by f u l l paneled corner p i l as te r s ; port ico supported on four 
monumental wooden columns, f l u ted and wi th Ionic cap i to ls . A second story 
balcony running behind these coluims is supported on t h i n , curved brackets; the 
balustrade may be of metal , and incorporates an ornate ly re pat tern. The 
pediment, an in tegra l extension of the main roof , is pierced by an unusual 
cusped or scalloped l i g h t . Windows are 6/5 sash, with peaked l i n t e l s . The 
l e f t - f r o n t ground f l o o r "window" is b l i n d . The facade is f in ished in f lush 
boarding; side elevations are clapboarded. An enclosed porch extends along 
most of north s ide. 

The 4 x 2 bay side e l l contains a smaller version of the main block por t i co , 
with three small Ionic columns supporting the one-story porch. Or ig ina l l y i t 

Continued 
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was topped wi th a balustrade matching the one on the main block. The wing also 
has a flush-boarded facade, corner p i las te rs and peaked l i n t e l s . I t s main 
entrance, at r i gh t consists of double doors with t a l l arched l i g h t s , framed by 
square engaged Doric columns. Square sun porch and eave returns at l e f t end. 
Two/two l i g h t s . 

The Richardson house is one of two elaborately ornamented temple-front houses 
in Ware. I t in fac t bears marked s i m i l a r i t i e s to the other such house, the 
George Lyon house at 30 Pleasant Street , as wel l as to the demolished G. H. 
Gi lber t house that formerly stood on Chestnut Street. These houses were very 
l i k e l y the product of the same arch i tec t or bu i lde r ; t he i r s i m i l a r i t y to a 
Belchertown house by Belchertown bu i lder N. D. Goodell, who worked in Ware 
during the 1840s (see inventory #5) makes i t p laus ib le , though not c e r t a i n , 
that he was the bui lder . The Richardson house was owned from 1859 to 1896 by 
Clara Richardson, wife of Dr. Ebenezer Richardson and daughter of Joseph 
Har twel l , whose simpler Greek Revival house was next door at the corner of Park 
and Pleasant Streets (see inventory #22). The land and bui ldings deeded to 
Lara Richardson by her father in 1859 were described as "the l o t now occupied 
by . . . Dr. E. C. Richardson." Richardson had arr ived in Ware in 1843 from 
Watertown, where his father also was a physician. The house, b u i l t on land 
s t i l l belonging to his fa the r - in - law, probably dates from the mid 1940s. Both 
houses show c lear ly on the 1854 map. The Richardson house is ind iv idua l l y 
e l i g i b l e fo r the National Register and makes an outstanding contr ibut ion to the 
d i s t r i c t in mater ia l , s t y l e , and associat ion. 

Continued 
(Photograph #17) 25. Otis Company tenements, 14-18 Park Street, ca. 1850. 

Two-story, three-un i t frame dwel l ing on br ick foundation; e l l plan with 
s ide-facing gabled main block, two-story gabled e l l at r i g h t rear . Nine-bay 
facade; main block three i r regu lar bays deep. Three/one l i g h t , most 
symmetrical window treatment. Wood clapboard s id ing . Seven-bay centered f ront 
porch on simple paired posts with sawn brackets and drop f i n i a l s . Wooden entry 
doors, each wi th two long rectangular l i g h t s . Two gabled a t t i c dormers, three 
r e b u i l t br ick chimneys. 

Dated ca. 1868 in the Ware survey, th is company housing un i t may be o lder ; a 
bui ld ing of th i s scale w i th a s ingle r i g h t rear e l l is shown on th is s i te on 
the 1854 map. The porch is probably a la te r feature. The st ructure 
contr ibutes to the d i s t r i c t in mater ia l , s t y l e , and associat ion. 
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26. Otis Company housing, 9-11 Otis Avenue, ca. 1845. (Photograph #18; see 
al so'TOl , = 

Eastmost and best preserved of a row of v i r tua l l y identical vernacular Greek 
Revival double houses on north side of Otis Avenue. Two-story, 6 x 3-bay frame 
cut stone foundation, uncoursed stone parapet wall in f ront . Wood clapboard 
siding, corner pi lasters, pedimentlike gable, molded cornice; 6/1 sash. Paired 
center entries articulated with pi lasters, sidel ights; original two-bay entry 
porch with f l a t roof, chamfered posts. Rear u t i l i t y wing. Only apparent 
exterior alteration is plywood replacement of early porch l a t t i ce . 

Among the earl iest surviving company housing in Ware, the houses on the north 
side of Otis Avenue are part icular ly evocative in combination, forming an 
imposing row on their elevated s i te . They may well be designed by builder 
Nathaniel Dudley (5oodell, who worked in Ware during the 1840s (see inventory #s 
5, 14, 23). The scale of these buildings suggests that unlike the brick 
apartment blocks on the south side of the street (see inventory #s 36-38), they 
were designed for supervisory personnel; al ternatively, they may have been 

" '. boardinghouses. Among the four, this exanple is especially important in 
preserving not only the proportions but the dist inct ive materials and 
decorative conventions of the original Greek Revival s ty le. As such i t makes a 
strong contribution to the d i s t r i c t in material, s ty le, and association. 

27. Otis Company housing, 15-17 Otis Avenue, ca. 1840. (Photograph #18, second 
from r igh t ; see also photograph #38). 

Second from east in row of four v i r tua l l y identical vernacular Greek Revival 
double houses on north side of Otis Avenue. Same configuration as inventory 
#26, but with aluminum siding, concrete foundation, porch part icular ly rebui l t 
with metal supports. Entry retains sidelights. Sash reglazed with 3/1 l ights. 

In combination with i ts cognate structures (see discussion of inventory #26, 
above), this building makes a modest contribution to the d is t r i c t in style and 
association. 

^ - 28. Otis (:ompany housing, 21-23 Otis Avenue, ca. 1840 (Photograph #18, 
background; see also photograph #38) 

Third from east in group of four v i r tua l l y identical vernacular Greek Revival 
double houses on north side of Otis Avenue. Same configuration as inventory 
#26 but with synthetic siding, painted foundation; hip-roofed porch on turned 

Continued 
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posts and sawn brackets extends across four central bays. 
Modern metal balustrade. 

Six/one l ights. 

In combination with i ts cognate structures (see discussion of inventory #26, 
above) this building makes a modest contribution to the d is t r i c t in style and 
association. 

1840 (Photographs #18, far 29. Otis (̂ ompany housing, 27-29 Otis Avenue, ca 
background; see also photograph #38). 

Westmost and most divergent from type of four closely similar double 
houses--those to the east are v i r tua l l y identical to each other--on the north 
side of Otis Avenue. Similar configuration to inventory #26, but eight bays 
wide, with three stories exposed in west end and l e f t rear service e l l . Same 
s ide- l i t double entries as cognate structures; porch par t ia l ly rebui l t (shed 
roof on posts matching those of #26); sawn and punched balustrades; wrought 
iron stair r a i l . Six/one l i gh ts , aluminum siding. 

In combination with its cognate structures (see discussion if inventory #26, 
above), this building makes a modest contribution to the district in style and 
association. ^ 

30. Methodist-Episcopal Church, 13 Church Street and Otis Avenue, 1897-98 
(Photographs #19, 39). 

Queen Anne-style frame church on high brick basement, facing west on Church 
Street. Nearly a cross-plan, with recessed intersections at three corners and 
large close-eaved gables on a l l four sides. An 85-foot entrance tower-steeple 
is set into the r ight front intersections; small hip-roofed entry porch leads 
into tower. An auxi l iary entrance, also employing columns but under a steep 
side-facing shed roof, is at the l e f t front intersection. 

Materials and textures are l ibera l ly mixed in the Queen Anne manner: the gable 
and upper tower are shingled, the f i r s t f loor is clapboarded with Stick Style 
framing around the windows, and the whole is seated on a t a l l brick basement 
with stone tr im. The building is cornerstone-dated 1897. Stained glass 
appears in the square and rectangular windows of the basement and f i r s t f loor 
as well as in the round-arched and circular windows in the gables and upper 
tower. The tower windows, a number of which contain temperance slogans, are 
paired with pressed wooden panels of fo l ia te design. 

Continued 
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The interior of the church is largely intact. Only the basement level , which 
is used for a senior c i t izens' drop-in center, has been modernized. The 
sanctuary extends across the back of the bui lding, occupying i t s f u l l width and 
height from main story to roof; the altar is on a curved dais on the rear 
wal l . This main hal l contains a splendid open-truss cei l ing, f ine stained 
glass, and an exceptional pipe organ with stencil-decorated pipes. The space 
across the front of the bui lding, at the back of the ha l l , and the choir l o f t 
above i t , were designed to be screened off from the sanctuary i f desired; they 
are screened of f now, with the downstairs room used for of f ice space and the 
upper for the collection of the Ware Historical Society. 

The former Methodist Episcopal Church was designed by the architectural f irm of 
Gardner, Pyne and Gardner of Springfield. I t was bu i l t in 1897 on the site of 
the f i r s t Methodist Episcopal Church in Ware, a modest frame structure dating 
from 1843. The s i te , than as now, was immediately on the edge of the mi l l 
d i s t r i c t ; and before the building of the temporary quarters in which the 
congregation met had included the Hanpshire Manufacturing Company M i l l . The 
present structure is one of the architectural landmarks of Ware; i t is 
individually e l ig ib le for the National Register, and makes an outstanding 
contribution to the d is t r i c t in material, s ty le, and association. 

^ 31. Otis Company house, 6 Church Street, ca. 1860-70. = ' 

One-and-a-half story vernacular frame house. Rectangular plan, front-facing 
gable, brick foundation; asymmetrical three-bay facade, with two windows le f t 
of center, entry with Greek Revival door heed and granite stoop r ight of 
center. Asbestos shake siding, 1/1 l igh ts . 

This small dwelling is on land acquired by the Otis Company in 1869. Formerly 
the plot of land of which the present lot is a part had been on the grounds of 
a commercial stable. I t is not certain whether the structure was in place at 
the time of the sale; i t does not appear on the 1860 map, but i t does show up 
on the 1873 atlas. The building preserves a modest vernacular type that may 
have been put to either residential or nonresidential use. With proportions 
and door hood characteristic of the Greek Revival style at i t s most di luted, 
the property makes a modest contribution to the d i s t r i c t in style and 
association. 

Continued 
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32. Otis Company housing, 4 Church Street , ca. 1870 (Photograph #20, r i g h t ) . 

Simple, vernacular Second Empire s t ruc tu re ; two-story br ick body with habitable 
a t t i c under s t ra ight -s ided mansard roof . Bui lding is f i v e regular bays wide 
with center entrance, two i r regu lar bays deep ( f ron t bay on each end contains 
narrow paired windows). Windows are segmental-arched wi th 2/2 sash and 
rock-faced stone s i l l s . The ent ry bay is s l i g h t l y outset from the main surface 
of the w a l l , as are the corners. The entry consists of s i d e - l i t wooden door 
and stone steps, sheltered by a f l a t - r oo fed hood on curved brackets with drop 
f i n i a l s . Heavy, molded wooden cornice; s la te-c lad roo f ; shed-roofed dormers 
containing 4/4 l i g h t s . Frame tunnel l i nks bu i ld ing to former Congregational 
Chapel to the south ( inventory 33); both are now part of the Ware River News 
o f f i ce and p lan t . A one-story concrete block addit ion at l e f t rear is large ly 
i nv i s i b le from the s t ree t . 

One of r e l a t i v e l y few exairples of the Second Empire s ty le in Ware, and the only 
surv iv ing workers' housing wi th a mansard roof , th is brick tenement appears to 
date from about the same time as the brick double houses on Park and Main 
Streets ( inventory #39). The plan here, however, is c lea r l y suggestive o f a 
lodging house for unmarried a r t i sans , rather than fami ly accomno da t i o n s . The 
bu i ld ing , though adapted fo r nonresidential use, is largely in tact and 
contributes to the d i s t r i c t in ma te r i a l , s t y l e , and associat ion. . ,. 

33. Congregational Society Chapel, 2 Church Street, ca. 1881 (Photograph #20, 
leftT ~~ '. 

One-and-a-half-story br ick on cut stone foundat ion. Queen Anne-style chapel. 

Double-ell plan; main block with f ron t - fac ing gable and rear hipped roo f ; wing 
extending from l e f t rear l e f t side also terminates in hipped slope, whi le r i g h t 
rear wing, i nv i s i b le from the s t r e e t , is gabled. Main block has hip-roofed 
porch open over entrance at l e f t ; o r ig ina l enclosure, four bays wide at r i g h t . 
Front-facing gable is close-eaved wi th a double p i t ch , f l a r i n g over side 
e levat ions; gable contains large pointed-arched stained glass window. Open 
section of porch elaborated w i th brackets, balustrade, and sp i ra l posts, wi th 
shal lowly outset, cross-gabled porch entrance incorporat ing a cusped arch. 
Triangular gabled dormers at c lerestory l e v e l . Colored glass casements with 
polychrome border s t r i p s . Left rear wing is three bays wide with center porch, 
has porch and cupola. Slate roof over a l l . 

The Congregational Chapel was designed by Eugene Gardner, a rch i tec t of the 
exact ly contemporary Young Men's Library Association bu i ld ing next south 
( inventory #44). This bu i ld ing was the second b u i l t by the East Congregational 
Society for chapel; i t replaced one b u i l t in 1857 on Water (now Pulaski) 
St reet . S t i l l e a r l i e r , the Society had had use of the Otis Company Office 

• • Continued 
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(inventory #2). The chapel was used by the church for meetings and social 
gatherings; i t has now been converted into the o f f i ce of the Ware River News. 
I t is ind iv idua l l y e l i g i b l e fo r the National Register, and makes an outstanding 
contr ibut ion to the d i s t r i c t in mate r ia l , s t y l e , and associat ion. 

34. Otis Company house, 3-5 Church Street , ca. 1854 (Photograph #21, r i g h t ) . 

Two-story frame double house wi th s ide-facing gables, 6 x 3 i r regular bays, 
stone foundation. Wood clapboard s id ing , 6/6 l i g h t s . Hip-and-ridge-roofed 
porch on chamfered posts, p la in balustrade. Paired center doors separated by 
f l a t p i l as te rs , f lanked by s ide l igh ts (now f i l l e d ) . 

No house appears at th i s locat ion on the 1825 map of Ware. On the 1854 map, 
however, a house that may wel l be th i s one is shown. The property was under 
the ownership of the Otis Company as far back as the t i t l e can read i l y be 
traced, being a port ion of the extensive property acquired by the Company in 
1840. The bui ld ing contr ibutes to the d i s t r i c t in mate r ia l , s t y l e , and scale. 

35. Otis Company house, 7-9 Church Street , ca. 1900 (Photograph #21, center ) . 

Two-and-a-half-story frame duplex on br ick foundation. Three-bay gable end on 
Church Street , hip-and-ridge porch, center entrance. Five-bay side elevation 
Otis Avenue, wi th center entrance, narrowerr hip-and-ridge porch. Broad 
two-story f lounder-roofed u t i l i t y e l l on rear gable end; two small outset rear 
porches. Church Street and Otis Avenue s i d e - l i t with p i las te rs and molded 
caps. Wood clapboard s id ing , 2/1 l i gh ts (6/6 in a t t i c ) . 

Like inventory #34, t h i s property was under the ownership of the Otis Company 
u n t i l 1929. Although there was a house here in the 1873 view and e a r l i e r , that 
dwell ing has a narrow r i g h t rear e l l rather than a broad centered one; and, in 
an 1884 photograph, i t appears to have been three s tor ies in height. The 
present house therefore is probably a late 19th or ear ly 20th century 
replacement fo r an ear l i e r dwel l ing. The present house contributes to the 
d i s t r i c t in mater ia l , s t y l e , and associat ion. 

36. Otis Company brick tenements, 22-28 Otis Avenue, 1887 (Photograph #22, 
r i gh t background). 

Westmost of three v i r t u a l l y ident ica l vernacular Romanesque Revival br ick 
bui ldings l i n i ng south side of Otis Avenue. This example is unusual in having 
a stepped elevation that responds to the steepness of the st reet at th i s end of 
the block. Like the other two bu i ld ings , however, i t is three stor ies above 
grade on Otis Avenue, f i v e stor ies in the rear . The facade is composed of two 
sets of three broad bays, each set wi th a s l i g h t l y outset center bay containing 
a broad-arched entryway wi th recessed double s t a i r h a l l doors. Windows are 

Continued 
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segmentally arched with stone s i l l s , and generally contain 2/2 l ights. The 
roof is f l a t , the cornice corbelled. Paneled wooden door with original l ights ; 
original newels and banisters in s ta i rha l ls . 

Designed by architects Richmond and Seabury and bu i l t by H. P. Cumnings 
Construction Company of Ware, this row of large-scale brick tenements dates 
from a period of particular prosperity for the Otis Conpany. Sited d i rect ly 
across narrow Otis Avenue from the row of large company double houses designed 
for higher-level employees (inventory #s 26-29) these ample brick apartment 
houses were designed to accommodate 12 households each. Individually and as 
part of i ts row, this property makes a strong contribution to the d i s t r i c t in 
material, s ty le, and association. 

37. Otis Company brick tenements, 14-20 Otis Avenue, 1887 (Photograph #21, 
center). 

Middle building in a row of three v i r tua l l y identical brick tenement blocks 
l in ing south side of Otis Avenue. Differs from 22-28 (inventory #36) only in 
unstepped elevation and a s l igh t ly di f ferent configuration of front door 
l ights, probably introduced for variety in the original construction. 

Along with i ts cognate structures (see inventory #34), this property makes a 
strong contribution to the d is t r i c t in material, s ty le, and scale. 

38. Otis Conpany brick tenements, 6-12 Otis Avenue, 1887 (Photograph #21, 
r i ghtT 

Eastmost of row of three v i r tua l l y identical brick tenement blocks l in ing south 
side of Otis Avenue. Design di f fers from 22-28 (inventory #36) only in 
unstepped elevation. The brick foundation has recently been plastered in " * 
f ront , and the stone s i l l s painted at basement level . 

Along with i ts cognate structures, (see inventory #34), this property 
contributes to the d is t r i c t in material, s ty le, and scale. 

39. Otis Company housing, 2-12 Park Street, ca. 1870 (Photograph #17, le f t 
background). 

Two-story brick tenements; three stepped uni ts, each a six-bay double house 
with paired central entries, very low-pitched side-facing gables, and rear 

- u t i l i t y e l l s . Segnental-arched windows, some 2/1 l igh ts . Replacement doors, 
original three-l ight transoms. Deep eaves, now boxed with aluminum; brick 
dentil cornice. Wrought iron balustrades; metal awnings probably replaces 
early wooden door hoods. 

Constructed in a stepped pattern that was a common solution to building on 
h i l l y sites in industrial New England--though not generally in Ware--these 

Continued 
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brick tenements date from the same post-Civil War period as inventory #32. 
They contribute to the d i s t r i c t in material, s ty le, and association. 

44. Young Men's Library Association, northeast corner Main and Church Streets, 
1881/1923 (Photographs 1̂ 24, 25,3, 41). ' 

One-and-a-half-story brick l ibrary in High Victorian Gothic mode, with closely 
compatible 1923 Jacobean Revival reading room on west side. The original 
building is elaborate in elevation as a result of the ornate surface treatment 
and active pro f i le , but i t is simple in plan. I t is a blocky, elaborated 
T-figure; a large main block, the top of th T, runs parallel to Church Street 
and terminates in a large parapeting gable on Main; a shallow east side e l l , 
the shank of the T, terminates in a matching gable on Church Street. Set into 
the front section of the T, at Main and Church Streets, is a 2 1/2-story square 
tower with a steep pyramidal roof and elaborate metal f i n i a l . The rear 
intersection, facing Church Street, contains a snail one-story shed-roofed 
section. 

The main portion of the building was designed by architect Eugene Gardner of 
Springfield. The red brick surface of the building is enriched with bands of 
ornamental masonry, including patterned glazed brick and terra cotta. The 
whole is set on a stone basement, and is trimmed with stone. Windows are 
square-arched, except for one large segmental arch on the east elevation, and 
are f i l l e d with mul t i - l ight sash. The principal entrance is on the r ight side 
of the front section, le f t of the tower. The entrance i t se l f is recessed at 
the top of a short f l i gh t of cut stone steps; i t is framed by a s l ight ly outset 
gabled overdoor supported on short medieval izing columns. The extremely 
handsome interior is finished in brown ash, and dominated by exposed roof 
trusses reminiscent of the inter ior of the Methodist Episcopal Church 
(inventory #30), a later essay by the same architectural f i rm. 

The 1923 reading room by architects Gay and Proctor is a narrow oblong 
extending along the west wall of the original bui lding; the facade, which is 
set back s l ight ly from that of the l ibrary , is composed of a curvil inear 
parapeted gable, a large front window, and a r ight side entrance. 

This building is one of Ware's major architectural monuments, and the 
inst i tut ion i t houses is of equal importance. Ware has an extensive history of 
l ibrary organizations. Its f i r s t , a subscription l ibrary later opened to the 

• ; public, flourished from 1796 to 1822; i t s second, the "Mechanics and 
Manufacturers Library," operated from 1824 to 1861. Eleven >ears later , the 
newly formed "Young Men's Debating Society" established a public l ibrary in the 
Sanford Block. Insuff icient operating funds pronpted a petit ion to the state 
legislature asking that the town be allowed to appropriate funds to the 
privately managed l ibrary , so long as circulation was free to town residents. 

Continued 
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In 1872, the legislature responded with an act providing for the formation of 
l ibrary corporations in a l l Commonwealth towns. The Young Men's Library 
Association of Ware was the f i r s t to incorporate under the new law. 

By 1879, the Young Men's Library Association had outgrown i ts Sanford Block 
location. The lot for the present building was donated in 1879, and the 
building completed two years later . Eugene Gardner, the architect, was also 
responsible for the Congregational Chapel (inventory #33) and the Methodist 
Episcopal Church (inventory #30). The builder was H. P. Cunnings Co. of Ware. 
The building is in an excellent state of preservation, with the loss of iron 
roof cresting the only discernible change from 1880s photographs. The Young 
Men's Library Association is individually e l ig ib le for the National Register, 
and makes an outstanding contribution to the d i s t r i c t in material, s ty le , and 
association. 

South of Ware River: " 

45. Gilbert Conpany Office, 15 South Street, 1885 (Photograph #26). 

Two-and-a-half story Queen Anne-style of f ice building; masonry and frame 
construction, domestic scale. Conplex roof is double-gabled in f ront , hipped 
in rear. Squarish plan elaborated with outset gabled facade section, offset to 
r i gh t ; le f t and r ight front intersection porches; r ight side gabled e l l with 
tent-roofed square tower. High basement of pinkish coursed stone, also used 
for the outset section of the facade. Main story of main block is brick; upper 
story fishscale-shingled; slate roof with copper ornament, large coffered brick 
chimney. Facade dominated by pair of round-arched windows trimmed in darker 
stone; a matching arch at r igh t , supported on a stocky Romanesque Revival 
corner column that is echoed elsewhere on the facade, leads to the recessed 

The George H. Gilbert woolen manufacturing company was founded in 1851, when 
Gilbert 's ten-year-old partnership with Charles Stevens ended. Al l the Gilbert 
Conpany buildings were located west of South Street and south of the Ware 
River; today only the weaving sheds (inventory #46) and this of f ice remain. 
The 1885 of f ice, which was undoubtedly architect-designed, replaced another 
that had been displaced by the second weaving shed. The structure is in 
v i r tua l l y pr ist ine condition and makes an outstanding contribution to the 
d is t r i c t in material, s ty le, and association. 

Continued 
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46. Gi lbert Company weaving sheds, west side South Street at south bank of Ware 
River, 1883/1884 (Photogrlphs #26, 27). 

Two contiguous narrow br ick bui ld ings running para l le l to Ware River, each wi th 
an 11-bay-wide, low-pitched gable end facing South Street. Rear addit ions 
extend these bui ldings in s imi lar material and scale. One story of the 
or ig ina l bui ld ings is exposed on South Street and on the south s ide ; two 
stor ies above grade on r i v e r . Large 9/9 l igh ts paired under broad segmental 
arches; rock-faced stone s i l l s . (Basement contains s ingle 6/6 sash in each 
bay.) Window bays are s l i g h t l y recessed; three-course corbel led tab le above 
each bay. Curved wooden brackets under eaves. Datestones on gable ends: 1883 

. section on r i v e r ; 1884 immediately to the south. 

The Gi lbert weaving sheds are the sole remaining indust r ia l bui ldings from the 
extensive Gi lber t Conpany conplex that once extended west along the south bank 

• t o the bend in the Ware River. These bui ld ings are in a f i ne state of 
preservat ion--the only a l te ra t ion apparent in a comparison with h i s t o r i c 
photographs is the loss of frame c lerestor ies--and make a strong contr ibut ion 
to the d i s t r i c t in mater ia ls , s t y l e , and associat ion. 

47. Stevens Manufacturing Company m i l l complex, east side South Street between 
Ware River and Maple Street ; ca. 1851, wi th 1885 and 1938 addit ions 

' (Photographs #28, 42). 

Rambling indus t r ia l s t ruc tu re , which appears to represent at least three 
bui ld ing campaigns, and to include a s ta i r tower from the ea r l i es t bu i ld ing on 
the s i t e . Section A, nearest South Street , is 4 x 8 bays, three-s tory br ick 
(two stor ies above grade on s t ree t side) w i th low-pitched gable roo f , wooden 
brackets under eaves, simple corbel led t a b l e , segmental-arched windows with 
rock-faced stone s i l l s , and 12/12 sash. Section B, immediately east is a 4 x 8 
bay, 5-story br ick (four s tor ies on s t reet side) wi th f l a t or flounder roo f , 
parapeted gables, segmental-arched windows, rock-faced stone s i l l s , and 15/15 
l i g h t s . Long eastern section C is dated 1938 over a door near the east end. 
I t is a 3 1/2-story br ick and concrete st ructure w i th large 12- or 16- l ight 
shop tower of older br ick . Behind these las t two sect ions, on the r i v e r , is a 
1938 br ick e l l w i th square shop windows, two s to r ies t a l l on a high basement. 

This m i l l s i te was o r i g i n a l l y owned by the partnership of Gi lber t & Stevens, 
which acquired i t from the assignees of the Hampshire Manufacturing Company in 
1841. The o r i g ina l port ion of the o ld m i l l was b u i l t in 1825; i t was probably 
part o f Section C, r e b u i l t in the late 1930s. When Gi lber t & Stevens dissolved 
partnership in 1851, George Gi lber t took possession of the property west of 
South Street (see inventory #s 45 and 46). Charles Stevens, whose residence 
was fur ther up Maple Street , took the o ld m i l l on the east s ide. He 
imned.iately enlarged i t (the stair tower may date from th is per iod) ; and, as 

Continued 
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noted below, addit ions continued to be made at in terva ls throughout the 19th 
and indeed the 20th century (the youngest bui ld ings on the southeast bank of 
the r i v e r , east of the present d i s t r i c t boundaries, date from the 1940s and 
50s). In 1886, i t was reported tha t the main m i l l contained 12 sets of woolen 
machinery and 90 broad looms, and that i t was producing white and opera 
f lannels and lad ies ' dress goods. 

As suggested above, the oldest par t of t h i s bu i ld ing is probably the brick 
stair tower o f Section C. I t appears to have been salvaged when the mid-19th 
century m i l l , s t i l l v i s i b l e in an 1886 photograph, was rebu i l t in the 1930s 
(see photograph 42 of 42). Section A, nearest South Street , is securely dated 
1885 by an 1886 photograph in "Ware I l l u s t r a t e d with Pen and Camera." The 
accompanying tex t reports that the bu i ld ing had been erected the previous year 
to replace one destroyed by f i r e , and served as a wool house and machine shop. 
Section B, jus t to the east, was not yet in evidence in the 1886 photograph. 
I t is s imi lar in s t y le and ma te r ia l , however, and was probably b u i l t not long 
a f t e r . The la te dates of section C to the east and of the r i v e r f r o n t addit ion 
cer ta in ly reduce the i n t e g r i t y of the conplex. But considerable o r ig ina l 
material is in evidence; the add i t ive composition, too, can be said to be 
character is t ic of working indus t r ia l a rch i tec ture . The complex as a whole 
makes a modest cont r ibut ion to the d i s t r i c t in mater ia l , s t y l e , and associat ion. 

48. Stevens Manfacturing Conpany mil 1 bu i ld ing and addi t ions. Maple Street east 
of inventory #47, ca. 1873 wi th 20th century addit ions CPFotographs #29, 42). 

Two-story 4 x 7-bay br ick bu i ld ing wi th s ide- fac ing gables. Three gabled roof 
dormers, brick corbelled table. Lef t side entrance wi th small gabled porch on 
Doric columns. Segmental-arched windows, stone s i l l s . Sash 2/2 l igh ts on 
f i r s t f l o o r , 12/12 on second and in dormers. Brick addit ions on north or r i ve r 
s ide; brick addit ions dated 1923 and 1942 on r i g h t s ide, extending toward the 
indust r ia l bui ld ings erected in the late '40s and '50s east of the h i s t o r i c 
m i l l ya rd . 

Tentat ively i den t i f i ed in the Ware Survey as the Stevens Conpany o f f i c e , th is 
brick bui ld ing is on closer consideration fur ther east than was that 
now-demolished frame s t ruc tu re . This bu i ld ing can be seen in the 1886 
photograph, and in fac t probably dates from before 1873, when a bui ld ing in 
th i s posit ion showed up in an a t las map of Ware. I t was undoubtedly a 
manufacturing f a c i l i t y . The bu i ld ing is unusually in tact for the south 
m i l l ya rd , and the eastern addit ions are reasonably compatible with i t . I t 
contr ibutes to the d i s t r i c t in mater ia l , s t y l e , and association 

Continued 
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50. Stevens Manufacturing Company housing, 39-41 Maple Street , ca. 1860 
(Photograph #30, fa r l e f t background). 

Two-story, two-uni t frame st ructure with s ide-facing gables, br ick foundation. 
Entrances paired l e f t of center under low-pitched door hood on heavy brackets, 
beveled bay window r i g h t of center . Deep eaves with re turns; asbestos s t r i p 
s id ing ; 2/2 l i g h t s . Small hip-and-r idge garage l e f t rear . 

Appearing for the f i r s t time on the 1860 map, th i s is an unusually picturesque 
company double house. The asymmetrical facade and bay window are unique among 
company housing in Ware. Despite r e - s i d i ng , the bu i ld ing contr ibutes to the 
d i s t r i c t in s ty le and associat ion. 

51 . Stevens Manufacturing Conpany m i l l housing, 31-37 Maple Street , mid-19th 
century (Photograph #30, center background). 

Two-story frame fourplex with s ide- fac ing gables, close eaves and re turns; wood 
clapboard s i d i ng , brick foundation. Twelve-bay facade; entrance fa r r i g h t , far 
l e f t , and paired in center. Hip- and r idge-roofed porches wi th squared columns 
narrowing toward top. Transomed doors. S ix /s ix l i g h t s . Gabled a t t i c dormers 
over center un i t s . Hip-and-ridge-roofed garages r i g h t rear . 

This Stevens Company housing block was apparently in place by the time the 1854 
map was made. Par t i cu la r l y in conjunction wi th i t s cognate s t ructure to the 
west, th is property contr ibutes to the d i s t r i c t in mater ia l , s t y l e , and 
associat ion. 

52. Stevens Manufacturing Conpany m i l l housing, 9-15 Maple Street , ca. 1854 
. (Photograph #30, r i gh t foreground). 

Same conf igurat ion as inventory #51, wi th small end wings o f f se t at rear 
corners. Small modern addi t ion r i g h t f r on t . Turned rather than square porch 
posts; no transoms. Wood clapboard s id ing . Frame hip-and-ridge garage in rear. 

This Stevens Company housing block, w i th i t s o f f se t rear u t i l i t y wings, shows 
c lea r l y on the 1854 map. Despite minor a l t e ra t i ons , i t contr ibutes to the 
d i s t r i c t in mater ia l , s t y l e , and associat ion. 

53. Stevens Manufacturing Company m i l l housing, 5-7 Maple Street , ca. 1854 
(Photograph #31). 

Two-story frame duplex with s ide- fac ing gables, stone foundat ion, i r regu lar 
fenest rat ion. Left of center, enclosed hip-roofed porch; 1/1 l i g h t s , aluminum 
s id ing . Concrete-block gabled garage l e f t f r o n t . 

Continued 
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This building appears to have been in place by the time the 1854 map was made; 
at that time, there was an additional building, probably another tenement, on 
the corner. Despite substantial exterior alterations the building makes a 
modest contribution to the d i s t r i c t in material, s ty le, and association. 

54. Stevens Manufacturing Company mi l l housing, 18-24 South Street, ca. 1840. 

Three-story frame structure with side-facing gables, 10 x 4 irregular bays on 
stone foundation. Paired front entrances, paneled doors with sidelights, Greek 
f ret entablature, corner blocks; f l a t door hoods with heavy brackets. End 
entrances have similar hoods; south entrance has no sidelights. Six/six 
l igh ts , two gabled roof dormers. 

This three-story tenement block is unique among the conpany housing of Ware, 
not only for i t s unusual three-story scale but for the function i t represents. 
As pointed out in the Ware survey, the structure resembles the brick boarding 
house blocks bu i l t for unmarried factory operatives by Lowell, Lawrence, and 
Manchester manufacturers. Most conpany housing in Ware, though possibly used 
original ly as boardinghouses, survives in the form of double houses or, less 
frequently, apartments. Only this building and the considerably later brick 
housing block at 4 Church Street (inventory #32) clearly suggest a 
boardinghouse function. 

The building shows on the 1854 map, but i t was probably bu i l t in the 1840s for 
the Gilbert & Stevens partnership. I t is therefore perhaps the only surviving 
structure related to the parent conpany of the later , separated Gilbert and 
Stevens manufacturing concerns. I t is possible that i t is the work of builder 
N. D. Goodell, who was active in Ware in the 1840s (see inventory #5). Despite 
considerable deterioration--the building has been vacant for some years—and 
re-siding with asphalt shingle, the property contributes to the d i s t r i c t in 
surviving material, s ty le, and association. 

Intrusions. 

24. Ware Fire Station, East Main Street above Park, 1939. (Photograph #16) 

Two-story brick Colonial Revival f i r e stat ion; five-bay main block with 
side-facing parapeted gables, small 1 1/2 story side wings with gambrel roofs. 
Main block is penetrated by four large engine bays; i t has a s l ight ly outset 
central section with front-facing "pediment" and a frame cupola centered in the 
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ridgebeam. Other features characteristic of the style are keystoned oculus in 
the front gable, mul t i - l ight sash, pedimented dormers on the side wings, 
battered l i n te l s , and the red-brick-with-white-trim color scheme. 

Ware's f i r e station has always been located on the edge of mil lyard. The f i r s t 
station, established in 1881, was located on the south side of Pulaski Street, 
across South Street from the Otis Mil l # 3 (inventory #3). That building was 
destroyed in the flood of 1936. Three years later, the present engine house 
was erected on land owned by the Otis Company. The plot had been a small park 
since the mid 19th centurv (see inventory #1). The station was designed by 
architect James A. Br i t ton. I t is a handsome Colonial Revival structure. 
Nevertheless, because i t is not yet over f i f t y years of age, and because i t s 
date of construction (1939) postdates the close of the d i s t r i c t ' s period of 
significance by two years, the f i r e station is considered a noncontributing 
element in the d is t r i c t at this time. 

40. Citgo Station, Ma iri Street west of Park. This modern service station on 
the former site of an Otis Company tenement is an intrusion on the d i s t r i c t . 

41. Former Otis Company tenements. Main Street, th i rd quarter 19th century. 
(Photograph #23, far r ight) 

Two-(originally three-)story brick tenement with segmental-arched windows, 
visible behind extensive mid-20th century commercial additions of brick and 
glass block. Integrity of the 19th century structure is so reduced by these 
additions that the building cannot be said to contribute to the d i s t r i c t , but 
i t is compatible with i t in material, scale, and association. 

42. Mid-20th century commercial building. Main Street 
background). " 

(Photograph #23 center 

This two-story building is of brick and concrete construction, with extensive 
plate glass trimmed with f luted metal and glass block. I t is a nonperiod 
intrusion in the d i s t r i c t , but re lat ively unobtrusive due to size, scale, and 
material similar to those of surrounding buildings. 

43. Former Otis Company building. Main and Church Streets, 3rd quarter 19th 
century (Photograph #23, foreground, and photograph #40). 

Like inventory #41, a formerly three-story brick building now reduced to two, 
with extensive front additions behind the original 10-bay facade with 
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segmental-arched windows and stone t r im is s t i l l v i s i b l e . The U-shaped plan 
with two rear e l l s , which show c lea r l y in the 1873 map, is s t i l l apparent in 
the surv iv ing s t ruc ture . Both modern s toref ront addit ions are of masonry 
construct ion. The drugstore at r i g h t is beginning to develop some independent 
s ign i f icance, wi th i t s p r i s t i ne 1950s metal face, signage, and i n t e r i o r , but 
signif icance can as yet be claimed f o r the modern Colonial Revival banking room 
on the corner. The st ructure as i t stands does not contr ibute to the d i s t r i c t , 
but is reasonably conpatible wi th i t in ma te r ia l , scale, and associat ion. 

49. Twentieth century mi l l ya rd s t ruc tu re , inmediately south of inventory #48 
and immediately on Maple Street . 

Low-pitched gabled frame shed attached to modern b r i c k , concrete, and glass 
block shop; structure is an in t rus ion in the d i s t r i c t , but a f a i r l y unobtrusive 
one, conpatible in ma te r ia l , scale, and funct ion wi th the h i s t o r i c m i l l ya rd . 

ARCHAEOLOGY 

No prehis tor ic s i tes are recorded wi th in the d i s t r i c t . Given the known 
patterns of preh is tor ic occupation along the Ware River, i t is h ighly probable 
that s i tes d id e x i s t ; however, the l i ke l ihood of s i gn i f i can t surv ivals wi th in 
the d i s t r i c t seems low. 

There is s i gn i f i can t h i s t o r i c archaeological potent ia l w i th in the d i s t r i c t . 
Archaeological tes t ing and select ive excavation can help to document the 
physical and technical evolut ion of the m i l l conplex and sequence of bu i ld ing 
construct ion. Occupation-related features (trash p i t s , p r i v i es , wel ls ) are 
l i k e l y to survive around many of the company-built houses. Analysis of these 
deposits would assist in def ining the soc ia l , c u l t u r a l , and economic patterns 
which t y p i f i e d a smal l , planned indus t r i a l conmunity of the 1840s and i t s 
subsequent development in response to corporate and ethnic changes. 
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Sta tement of S ign i f icance (in one paragraph) 

The Ware Mi l l yard and Environs H is to r i c D i s t r i c t is h i s t o r i c a l l y and 
a rch i tec tu ra l l y s ign i f i can t as a substant ia l l y in tact 19th century New England 
factory v i l l age core, l a i d out a f te r the example of Lowell , Massachusetts, and 
only a few years la ter than that phototypical New England manufacturing town. 
I t s spine is a rap id ly dropping, damned and diverted r i v e r , wi th large brick 
and granite m i l l bui ld ings close in on e i ther s ide; i t includes also a r ing of 
conpany housing, as wel l as a zone of s i gn i f i can t conmunity i n s t i t u t i ons set at 
the interface between the m i l l d i s t r i c t proper and what archi tectura l h is tor ian 
John Coolidge ca l led the "bourgeois" section of the planned indus t r i a l 

^ v i l l a g e . ' The physical organization and the ind iv idual bui ldings in the 
d i s t r i c t represent the indus t r ia l and cu l tu ra l growth of Ware V i l lage from i t s -
i n i t i a l development by the Ware Manufacturing Company in the 1820s, through the ' 
domination of the local economy a f t e r 1850 by the Ot is , Stevens, and Gi lbert 
t e x t i l e f i r m s , to the period of d i ve rs i f i ca t i on and decline in the f i r s t i ' " ' • " 
quarter of the 20th century. The towered m i l l s and other indust r ia l bui ldings*'"" , 
that dominate the d i s t r i c t and document the economic aspects of Ware's growth 
are l i t t l e embellished, and make the i r impression p r i nc i pa l l y by the i r in tact ' 
materials and imposing massing close in on e i ther side of the Ware River. The 
surv iv ing workers' housing is r icher in s t y l i s t i c ind icators ; i t i l l u s t r a t e s 
the movement from the Greek Revival taste of the late 1840s to vernacular 
manifestation of the la ter Second Empire, Romanesque Revival, and Colonial 
Revival s t y l es . The forms of the conpany housing stock also demonstrate the 
s t r a t i f i c a t i o n of the mil lworker populat ion, as wel l as several approaches to 
housing i t : double houses, apartments, and boardinghouses.^ I n s t i t u t i o n a l 
and pr ivate res iden t ia l propert ies adjacent to the m i l l d i s t r i c t proper provide 
loca l l y outstanding examples of self-conscious arch i tec tura l s t y l e s ; these 
include Greek Revival , Shingle Sty le , High Vic tor ian Gothic, Queen Anne, and 
Colonial Revival. F ina l l y , some prototypical patterns of the bui lders and 
architects are i d e n t i f i e d with some of the propert ies in the d i s t r i c t . 
Massachusetts native Nathaniel Dudley Goodell was trained in the bui ld ing 
t rades; in the 1840s he won contracts for m i l l s and m i l l contracts in Ware and 
spent some f i ve years there before h is departure fo r Ca l i fo rn ia in 1849. Like 
many 19th century bui lders he eventual ly came to describe himself as an 
a rch i tec t , and became an important p rac t i t ioner of that profession in northern 
Ca l i fo rn ia . ^ Later in the century, conmissions for s i gn i f i can t i n s t i t u t i o n a l 
bui ldings brought outside arch i tec ts to Ware; the three important bui ldings in 
the d i s t r i c t designed by the f i r m of Eugene Gardner of Spr ingf ie ld ( inventory 
#s 30, 33, and 44) are an i l l u s t r a t i o n of the importance to a small c i t y f i rm 
of return business in a hinter land town. 

On the basis of i t s arch i tec tura l in terest and i t s evocation of the economic, 
s o c i a l , and arch i tectura l h i s to ry of Ware, the Ware Mi l lyard and Environs 
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Histor ic D i s t r i c t thus is considered s ign i f i can t in terms of National Register 
Cr i ter ion C, as i t embodies the d i s t i n c t i v e character is t ics of a type, per iod, 
or method of construct ion; and Cr i te r ion A, for i t s associations wi th events of 
cruc ia l s igni f icance to the local past. 

The i ns t i t u t i ona l and nominal center of colonial Ware was not the factory 
v i l lage that dominates the town today, but Ware Center, the crossroads s i te of 
the 1750 F i rs t Congregational Meeting House, several miles west. However, the 
f a l l s of the Ware River, the germ of the fac tory v i l l a g e , were the centra l 
economic fact of the town from i t s ear l i es t times. The very name of Ware 
derived from the use of f i s h i n g weirs by Indians at the f a l l s . The f i r s t land 
grant to a European s e t t l e r was to Captain Jabez Olmsted, who in 1720 began 
developing the waterpower at the f a l l s . On a 1795 map of the town, the Meeting 
House at Ware Center and the m i l l at the f a l l s were the only structures noted. 

In 1821, Holbrook and Dexter of Boston acquired the small m i l l seats at the 
f a l l s . Two years l a t e r - - j u s t as the pioneer indus t r ia l community of Lowell, 
Massachusetts, was beginning to turn out t e x t i l e s - - t h e Ware Manufacturing 
Company was incorporated, and began introducing large-scale manufacturing to 
Ware. The Conpany established an i ndus t r i a l zone and p la t ted a g r id of streets 
north and west of the r i v e r and of the m i l l d i s t r i c t proper; they also reserved 
an open comnon between Front Street and the r i v e r . Although the Coninon was 
subdivided and sold fo r bu i ld ing lo ts in the 1840s, when the successor to the 
pioneer company went into receivership, the open space at i t s east end was 
preserved and was eventual ly developed into Nenameseck Park ( inventory # 1 , 
photographs 1,2, and 33). 

The main component of the conf igurat ion of engineering structures in evidence 
to the present day--upper dam and mi l lpond, waste gates, a holding pond that 
was eventual ly lengthened into a canal , lower dam--are in evidence on the 1825 
"Plan of Land and Buildings Belonging to the Ware Manufacturing Company." 
Later 19th century maps would show an extension of the canal south under Main 
Street , and a no longer extant network of canals curving through the northeast 
mi l l ya rd para l le l to the r i v e r . 

The only arch i tectura l resource remaining from the 1820s is the Ware 
Manufacturing Company o f f i c e ( inventory #2). A h ip- roofed, late Georgian 
vernacular, i r regu lar U-shaped bu i l d i ng , i t is c lea r l y in evidence on the 1825 
map of property owned by the Ware Manufacturing Company. The bu i l d i ng , b u i l t 
d i r e c t l y on the s t reet fac ing Nenameseck Park and Main Street from the 
northwest corner of the north m i l l ya rd , was the exposed face of the 

Continued 
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manufacturing complex, at a time when a l l the rest of the millyard was enclosed 
within a running picket fence. The building has served the f u l l succession of 
manufacturers who operated wholly or in part on the north side of Ware 
River:the Ware Manufacturing Conpany, which planned the town and bu i l t the 
f i r s t (no longer extant) stone mi l l on the south bank, before going out of 
business in 1829; i ts successor, the Hampshire Manufacturing Conpany, which 
lasted unt i l the crash of 1837, leaving behind i t four mi l ls that had employed 
150 people; and f i na l l y the Otis Conpany, which bought the property on the 
north side of the r iver and manufactured cotton and woolen goods there unt i l 
1937. 

The Otis Company was the largest employer in Ware for almost a century. 
Employment of 1,350 "hands," and a monthly payroll of $32,000, was reported in 
1884. Cotton yard goods were the exclusive product in the early years. In 
1865, the company introduced the manufacture of underwear. The functions of 
the building toward the east end of the north yard, ident i f ied in a 1919 f i r e 
insurance map, ref lects th is development (inventory #11). In 1873 the Otis 
Conpany bu i l t their Palmer mil l in Three Rivers, which employed another 650 
persons. In Ware, the company's dominance resulted not only in a number of 
substantial m i l l s , but in conpany housing to ta l l ing 130 units. The bulk of the 
resources inventoried in this nomination were bu i l t by the Otis Company; this 
includes the oldest extant factory in Ware (inventory #5) and a l l the conpany 
housing north of the r iver . 

The property of the south side of the r iver was purchased in 1841 by George H. 
Gilbert and Charles A. Stevens. The original Ware Manufacturing Company m i l l , 
bui l t in 1825, was the core of the partners' operation; when they later 
commenced independent operations, the old mi l l survived into the 20th century 
as part of the Stevens Conpany complex (see inventory #47). In 1846 Gilbert 
and Stevens added another granite m i l l , which is no longer extant, west of 
South Street. Their partnership at f i r s t manufactured broadcloth and 
cloaking. Later they converted to the production of f ine flannels, for which 
they won a f i r s t prize at the 1851 London Exposition. 

In 1851 the partnership of Gilbert and Stevens was dissolved. Gilbert took the 
property west of South Street, Stevens that on the east. Of the extensive 
complex of buildings erected by the Gilbert Company over the remainder of the 
century, only two facing South Street remain: the 1883-84 weaving sheds and 
the 1885 of f ice. The handsomeness of these buildings, however--the of f ice in 
particular is the best-preserved 19th century business building in 
Ware--effectively express the importance of the Company. In 1884 i t was 

Continued 
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reported that the capi ta l stock had grown from $250,000 to $600,000 in 17 
years; i t was also reported that the Conpany employed about 1,200 hands in Ware 
and in G i l b e r t v i l l e , a s a t e l l i t e manufacturing v i l l a g e created four miles up 
the r i ve r in 1860. 

The d issolut ion of the partnership of Gi lber t and Stevens l e f t the property 
east of South Street to Charles A. Stevens. A comparison of the physical growth 
of the two conpanies as re f lec ted on the 1854, 1860, and 1873 maps indicates 
that the Stevens Company was the less vigorous of the two. While the Gi lbert 
f i r m steadi ly extended i t s plant west to the bend in the Ware River, the 
Stevens Company did not s i g n i f i c a n t l y expand i t s complex a f te r the ear ly 
1850s. Part ly fo r th is reason, proport ionately more of the Stevens complex 
survives than is the case with the Gi lbert Company; the surv iv ing resources 
include a c luster of conpany housing (see inventory #s 50-54). These 
bui ld ings, though more numerous, are much less in tact than the two excel lent 
G i lber t Conpany exanples. However, the dense ad-hoc grouping of br ick 
fac tor ies on the southeast bank, and the closely associated workers' housing 
across the st reet from them, is e f f ec t i ve in conveying the 19th century 
importance, t e r t i a r y though i t might be in Ware, of the Stevens Company. In 
1886 i t was reported that the Stevens Conpany, under the d i rec t ion of Charles 
A. and his son Charles E., was producing white and opera f lannels and lad ies ' 
dress goods, and employing about 175 hands. I t is unfortunate tha t the home of 
Charles A. Stevens, which occupied an eminence overlooking the m i l l ya rd , does 
not survive to conplete the tableau as i t d id in an 19th century view. 

The arch i tec tura l resources l e f t by these companies r e f l e c t the development of 
i ndus t r ia l Ware over the course of almost a century. The resources of the Otis 
Company are most i n t ac t , including as they do the ca. 1825 o f f i c e l e f t by the 
predecessor f i rms , m i l l s dat ing from 1845 to the ear ly 20th century, and 
workers' housing dating from the 1840s to the 1880s. The loss of the upper 
stor ies of the main block and stair towers on m i l l #3 has perhaps been less 
serious in terms of overal l massing than in terms of loss of d e t a i l . The 
corbel led tab les , narrow round-arched l i g h t s , pyramidal roo fs , and i ron vanes 
and f i n i a l s v i s i b l e in an 1884 photograph of the mi l lyard were--together with 
the crenel lated top on the m i l l #1 stair tower and the door hoods on the o f f i ce 
bu i ld ing- - the pr inc ipa l evidences in the north mi l l yard of an in terest in the 
ornamental aspect of arch i tec ture (photograph #26). However, the elaborate 
brickwork of the Otis Company repa i r shop ( inventory #6), and the even more 
impressive Gi lber t Conpany o f f i ce south of the r i v e r , are outstanding surv iv ing 
examples of an interest in ornament, and of the prosperi ty of the post -Civ i l 
War per iod. 

Continued 
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Interest in arch i tectura l s ty le is also apparent elsewhere in the d i s t r i c t . 
Housing b u i l t by the Otis Conpany re f lec ts the successive a t t rac t ions of the 
Greek Revival , Second Empire, and Romanesque styles ( inventory #s 26-30, 32, 
and 35-38). A more elaborate version of the Greek Revival —indeed, one of the 
most elaborate in Ware--is the temple-fronted Richardson house of ca. 1845. 
Like the grani te m i l l , th is house across from the mi l l ya rd documents the town's 
growing recovery in the wake of the f inanc ia l crash of 1837. Even more 
d i r e c t l y , since the Richardson house was a pr ivate residence, the conmunity 
i ns t i t u t i ons that abut the northern edge of the factory neighborhood at tes t to 
Ware's professional and conmunity pride during the las t quarter of the 19th 
century. The Young Men's Library Association and the Congregational Chapel, 
b u i l t side by side on Church Street in 1881, are f i n e examples of the High 
Vic tor ian Gothic and Queen Anne modes. T r i n i t y Episcopal Church, b u i l t la ter 
in the same decade, is an equal ly impressive church at Church Street and Otis 
Avenue and is an outstanding example of the i n s t i t u t i o n a l Queen Anne s ty le in 
Ware. The 20th century i n s t i t u t i o n a l bui ldings that f a l l w i th in the boundaries 
of the d i s t r i c t - - t h e bungaloid Colonial Revival-sty le Social Science Club of 
1914, and the Georgian-derived Colonial Revival Fi re Station of 1939 (the 
l a t t e r is considered noncontr ibut ing because i t s age postdates the d i s t r i c t ' s 
period of s igni f icance by two yea rs )~a re also dist inguished bui ld ings in the 
local context. 

The archi tects of these bui ldings are known in r e l a t i v e l y few cases. As noted 
in the indiv idual inventory entr ies in the Section 7 descr ip t ion, Spr ingf ie ld 
arch i tec t Eugene Gardner, or his f i r m , are credi ted with the Young Men's 
Library Association, the Congregational Chapel, and the Methodist Episcopal 
Church: an unusually important c lus ter that displays an a t ten t i ve cu l t i va t i on 
of small-town c l ien ts by a f i r m based in a nearby c i t y . Archi tects Gay and 
Proctor designed the 1923 reading room addit ion to the Young Men's L ibrary 
Associat ion; James A. B r i t ton designed the Fire Stat ion. 

More information is avai lable on an important and i l l u s t r a t i v e 19th century 
bu i lde r -a rch i tec t , Nathaniel Dudley Goodell. Goodell was born in Belchertown 
in 1821. He was t ra ined as a carpenter and jo iner in Anherst; he la ter worked 
in Spr ingf ie ld and returned to his nat ive town, where he was responsible fo r a 
town ha l l and several residences. Before his departure for Cal i fo rn ia in 1849, 
Goodell is reported to have spent f i ve years in Ware. In late 19th century 
biographical essays for which Goodell himself was probably the source, he is 
var iously reported to have contracts fo r "three large fac tor ies and several 
hundred houses"** or "two or three large fac tor ies and one or two hundred 
houses, e tc . "5 

Continued 



CO Approval Ho. 1024-001$ 

United States Department off the Interior 
National Park Service 

National Register off Historic Places 
Inventory—Nomination Form 

Ware Mi l lyard His tor ic D i s t r i c t 
^ ^ , Ware, Mass. . ^ 8 ^ 
Continuation sheet Item number Page 

Three fac tor ies were indeed b u i l t in Ware in the mid 1840s. These included the 
Otis Company's 1845 replacement of the o r ig ina l Ware Manufacturing Conpany m i l l 
at the east end of the m i l l y a r d ; the 1845 structure is no longer extant , but a 
fragment of i t s stone basement story is v i s i b l e in the rear of the 1916 m i l l 
( inventory #14). Also in 1845 the Otis Company added what is now known as m i l l 
#1 (the Granite M i l l , inventory #5). F ina l l y , in 1846 the Gi lber t and Stevens 
Company added the i r br ick m i l l (no longer extant) on the south side of the 
r i v e r , west of South Street: in view of the f i r s t reference c i ted above, i t is 
possible, though by no means ce r ta in , that (aoodell worked for that f i rm as wel l 
as for the Otis Conpany. 

In any case, the correspondence between these bu i ld ing dates and (Soodell's 
reported a c t i v i t y in the town of Ware document his prominent ro le in the major 
bui ld ing campaigns of the mid 1840s, as wel l as the a t t r i bu t i on to him of the 
oldest surviv ing m i l l in the v i l l a g e . His respons ib i l i t y for par t icu lar m i l l 
housing projects is less c lear . The several hundred units reportedly b u i l t in 
the 1840s were undoubtedly supplemented, and in some cases replaced, by la te r 
19th century p ro jec ts , since most units now standing in the town were b u i l t 
a f t e r Goodell 's departure for the gold f i e l d s in 1849. However, since he may 
have worked fo r both the Town's large manufacturers, any of the housing units 
appearing on the 1854 map, and which are not known to predate 1840 or postdate 
1849, are p o s s i b i l i t i e s for a t t r i b u t i o n . 

Par t i cu la r l y l i k e l y a t t r i b u t i o n s , on the basis o f a f i rm Greek Revival s ty le 
that appears to push them back into the 1840s, are the large frame housing 
units on Otis Avenue ( inventory #s 26-30) and possibly the Gi lbert and Stevens 
boardinghouse block on South Street ( inventory #54). There is also ind i rec t 
evidence of a c t i v i t y by Goodell in Ware's pr ivate sector: an undocumented 
photograph in the Jones L ibrary in Anherst shows a temple-fronted Belchertown 
residence wi th an unusual pediment l i g h t , a t t r i bu ted to Goodell. The bu i ld ing 
shows s i m i l a r i t i e s to three such houses b u i l t in the 1840s in Ware. One of 
them, which has been demolished, was b u i l t for millowner George H. G i lber t . 
Another s t i l l stands wi th in the present h i s t o r i c d i s t r i c t (the Richardson 
house, inventory #23). 

Goodell 's la te r career, whi le tangent ia l to the h is to ry of Ware, is 
paradigmatic of the ambit ious, entrepreneurial l y inc l ined bu i lder -arch i tec ts 
who were among the primary purveyors of popular American arch i tecture in the 
l a te r 19th century. Although the late biographical sources give a posi t ive 
account of (Soodell's experience in Ware, there is evidence that i t was 
otherwise. Hampshire County land records show "Nathaniel D. (aoodell of Ware 
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in said County, Carpenter," declared an insolvent debtor and his property 
assigned by the court in 1847.° This f a i l u r e may have contr ibuted to 
Goodell's decision, two years l a te r , to migrate to Ca l i fo rn ia . Af ter an 
unsuccessful attempt at prospecting fo r gold, he established himself as a 
carpenter in Sacramento in the 1850s. He did not l i s t himself as an archi tect 
in local d i rec to r ies u n t i l the late 1860s, but in the 1870s he achieved 
considerable prominence. By the time his biographical sketch was published in 
Winf ield Davis' History of Sacramento County in 1890, (aoodell had to his c red i t 
an impressive l i s t of i n s t i t u t i o n a l , commercial, and res ident ia l bu i ld ings , and 
was c lea r l y perceived as a professional a rch i tec t . He was sa id , in f a c t , to 
have undertaken "a systematic study of arch i tecture, perfect ing himself in the 
a r t , " as a young bui lder in Belchertown.^ (aoodell r e t i r e d from his recent ly 
formed pract ice with Frank Schardin in 1894. He died in 1895. 

A f i n a l issue that should be made e x p l i c i t in a consideration of the 
signif icance of the d i s t r i c t is the interdependence of the m i l l d i s t r i c t proper 
and the neighboring i n s t i t u t i o n s . Physical proximity i t s e l f , of course, 
suggests an awareness on the part of those who s i ted the i ns t i t u t i ons that 
s ign i f i can t potent ia l menbership was to be found in the densely populated m i l l 
neighborhoods. In many cases, however, the l i nk between m i l l management and 
local i ns t i t u t i ons was d i rec t . These l inks suggest a pa te rna l i s t i c pol icy on 
the part of the conpanies, designed to foster a c i v i c and cu l tu ra l environment 
contr ibut ing to worker content. 

There are a number of evidences of th i s po l icy . As noted above, the fac to ry 
v i l l age was physical ly created by the Ware Manufacturing Company, which 
transformed i t from a m i l l seat and r i ve r crossing to a t i n y p la t ted town with 
a public common. The Ware Manufacturing Company also provided land and 
matching funds for the f i r s t church in the v i l l a g e , the Second Congregational 
Meeting House two blocks north of the present d i s t r i c t . One of the 
predecessors to the Young Men's L ibrary Association was the "t^echanics and 
Manufacturing L ib rary , " managed by the local manufacturing interests from 1824 
to 1861. One of the large donors to the present Young Men's L ibrary 
Association bu i ld ing was J.H. Grenvi l le G i lbe r t , one of the o f f i c e r s of the 
Gi lber t Conpany. J.H.G. Gi lber t was la ter donor of Grenvi l le Park, included in 
Ware's Church Street Histor ic D i s t r i c t ; that park was c lear l y designed on the 
Olmstedian model of a meeting ground of classes. The Social Science Club was 
formed in 1885 to expose the women of Ware to pr inc ip les of home economics, and 
might thus be considered a pendant to the Young Men's L ibrary Association 
(which was of course open to women as w e l l ) ; the club's f i r s t meeting place in 
aa Main Street bu i ld ing was provided by Otis Conpany, and the 1914 Clubhouse 
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was b u i l t on Otis Company property. F i na l l y , as observed in the inventory, the 
two f i r e stat ions in Ware's h i s to ry were both s i ted on the edge of the north 
m i l l ya rd . The present 1939 s ta t ion was b u i l t on land that had been owned, 
again, by the Otis Conpany; land which, in f a c t , the Conpany had been content 
to see in use as a public park f o r almost a century. The s i t i n g of the 
stat ions undoubtedly re f l ec ts not only se l f - i n t e res t on the part of the 
manufacturers but a recognit ion on the part of the town that i t was in i t s 
in terest to provide the strongest possible protect ion to the mi l l ya rds . 

After World War I , the Ware manufacturers were progressively weakened by , 
competition from the southern t e x t i l e industry . Fai lure to modernized 
equipment may have also played a ro le in Ware's indus t r ia l decl ine. The 
Stevens Conpany, always the smallest of Ware's three m i l l s , was sold in 1918; 
i t was reorganized as the Ware Woolen Company, but lasted only in the la te 
1920s under new management. The Gi lber t Conpany, too, closed i t s m i l l s in Ware 
and G i l b e r t v i l l e in 1929. The Otis Company sold o f f i t s underwear unit in 1927 
and managed to survive the worst of the Depression before f i n a l l y going under 
in 1937. When the Otis Company was l iqu idated the m i l l s were employing only 
600 hands, down from a peak of 2,500 workers in the pre-World War I years. 
After the f i n a l c losure, a thousand c i t izens contributed to a successful local 
e f f o r t to purchase and lease the Otis m i l l s . Cal l ing i t s e l f "The Town That 
Can't Be Licked," Ware received nationwide a t ten t i on , including coverage in 
L i fe magazine, for i t s e f f o r t s . These were to some degree successful in 
a t t rac t ing new businesses and def lect ing the worst of the unemployment 
resu l t ing from the Otis c losure. The mi l lyards today are about 60% occupied 
and account fo r a s ign i f i can t port ion of Ware's employment. 
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Footnotes: 

1 . John Coolidge, Mil 1 _g'2^,!!^^']^^°'!?' ^. ^.^^^.^ °^ Architecture and Society in 
Lowell. Massachusetts, 1820-1865. Columbia Univers i ty Press, New York, 1942. 

2 I t should be noted that at least some of the dwellings that are in use as 
double houses today, and are so i den t i f i ed in the inventory, have prdjably been 
converted from o r ig ina l boardinghouses. 

3. Periodical references to Nathaniel Dudley Goodell, who is discussed at 
greater length la ter in th is s igni f icance statement, are supplied by B. Joseph 
Sgromo, a graduate student in ar t h is to ry at Cal i fo rn ia State Universi ty in 
Sacramento. Mr. Sgromo has done substant ia l research on 19th century bui lders 
and has addi t ional information on Goodell. The Jones Library in Amherst, 
Massachusetts, possesses considerable material per ta in ing to the (aoodell fami ly . 

4. Winf ield J. Davis, History of Sacramento County, 1890, p. 270. 

5. Cal i fornia Architect and Bui ld ing News, July 1884. 

6. Hampshire County deed book 117, p. 120. 

7. Davis, loc . c i t . 
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10. Verbal Boundary J u s t i f i c a t i o n ' 

The boundaries of the proposed d i s t r i c t are represented by the dotted l i ne on 
the enclosed sketch map. 

Boundaries were drawn to include the en t i r e t y of the r e l a t i v e l y in tac t group 
of indus t r ia l structures north of the Ware River and south of Main Street , 
along with the surviv ing 19th century m i l l and m i l l - r e l a t e d bui ldings on the 
south bank of the Ware River on e i ther side of South St reet ; they were 
extended to include the upper dam northeast of the m i l l ya rd , and the most 
in tact and cohesive groups of company houses in Ware, those along Otis Avenue 
and Canal Street . The other propert ies included f a l l into two categories: 
e i ther they are enclosed w i th in these primary zones ( i . e . , propert ies 41-44 on 
the north side of Main Street , which in the i r a l tered or r e b u i l t state cannot 
be said to contr ibute to the d i s t r i c t , but are inseparable from i t ) ; or , 
a l t e rna t i ve l y , they are immediately adjacent to the primary zones and, as 
properties ind iv idua l l y e l i g i b l e for the National Register, make an 
outstanding contr ibut ion to the d i s t r i c t (e .g . propert ies 1,45,33, and 30 on 
Main and Church Streets; and propert ies 21,22 and 23 on Park S t ree t ) . 

The boundaries were not extended fu r ther north on Church Street because of the 
presence of conspicuously a l tered bui ldings immediately north of those 
inventor ies. The boundaries were not extended west on Pleasant Street 
because, although that s t reet contains several e l i g i b l e bu i ld ings, i t is not 
v i sua l l y connected with the m i l l neighborhood, nor are most of the residences 
h i s t o r i c a l l y associated wi th the m i l l s ; nor, f i n a l l y , are the ind iv idua l l y 
e l i g i b l e properties on Pleasant Street immediately adjacent to properties that 
are included in the d i s t r i c t . The Park Street boundary was drawn north of 
property #21, which is i nd i v idua l l y e l i g i b l e , because of a drop-off in the 
level of i n t e g r i t y in structures fu r ther nor th. Boundaries were not extended 
to include surv iv ing m i l l housing north of Main Street on the east side of the 
r i ve r because of uneven i n t e g r i t y and distance from the main m i l l complex. On 
the south bank, boundaries were drawn closely around the surv iv ing resources 
of the Gi lbert Company and stop at the parking l o t that forms a natural break 
to the south of inventory #45. The boundaries were also drawn c losely around 
the inventoried m i l l housing on the east side of South Street , south of Maple; 
again there are scattered examples of m i l l - r e l a t e d bui ldings fur ther south, 
but the i r connection with the d i s t r i c t is weakened by factors of distance, 
loss of i n t e g r i t y , and i n t r us i on . The eastern boundary of the south mi l lyard 
i t s e l f is drawn at inventory #48. This represents the extent of the pre-1950 

• m i l l ya rd ; immediately east of the 1940s addit ion to inventory #48 is a 1955 
Continued 
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concrete block u t i l i t y bu i l d ing , which would probably be considered an 
int rusion in any fu r ther extension of the boundaries. Such an extension might 
be considered when the handsome brick power plant of 1948, at the eastern end 
of the south yard, approaches a g e - e l i g i b i l i t y in the 1990s. F ina l l y , the 
southern and eastern boundary, from inventory #48 to inventory #20 ( th upper 
dam complex), fol lows the southern and eastern bank of the Ware River because 
the r i ve r i t s e l f , wi th i t s associated engineering s t ruc tures, f a l l s , m i l l pond, 
free-running channels, and natural vegetation is the spine of the d i s t r i c t , 
making a very strong contr ibut ion to i t s i n t e g r i t y and to the sense of time and 
space i t provides. 

Spec i f i ca l l y , beginning at the southwest corner of the Young Men's L ibrary 
Association, northeast corner of Main and Church Streets, and proceeding north 
along Church Street , fo l low ing rear l o t l ines to the northwest corner of 6 
Church St reet ; thence turning to fo l low the northern (side) l o t l i ne of 6 
Church Street at Otis Avenue; fo l lowing the southern curbl ine of Otis Avenue 
from the Methodist Episcopal Church to 9-11 Otis Avenue; thence turning north 
to fol low the rear l o t l ines of 14-18 Park Street to the Social Science Club at 
the northwest corner of Park and Pleasant St reets ; thence t rave l ing east along 
the northern (side) l o t l i ne of the Social Science Club to Park Street , 
crossing Park Street and continuing east to the western bank of the Ware River; 
thence proceeding north along the Ware River 's lower millpond to the rear of 
the upper dam complex (north of Main and Canal S t ree ts ) ; turning east to 
encompass the dam complex and t rave l ing to the eastern bank of the Ware River; 
thence turning south to fo l low the eastern and, subsequently, southern banks of 
the r i ve r to the eastern l o t l i ne of the Stevens Manufacturing Company m i l l 
bu i ld ing on the southern shore of the Ware River; thence turning south to 
t ravel to the northern curb l i ne of Maple St reet ; thence turn ing west to fo l low 
that curbl ine to 39-41 Maple St reet ; crossing Maple Street to fo l low the 
eastern (side) and southern (rear) l o t l ines of 39-41 Maple Street , proceeding 
westerly to the rear l o t l i ne of 5-7 Maple St reet ; thence turning south to 
fo l low the eastern (rear) l o t l i ne of 18-24 South Street , turn ing at the 
southern (side) l o t l i ne of same and t rave l ing west across South Street to the 
southwestern corner of the Gi lber t Company weaving shed l o t ; thence turn ing 
north to return to the southern bank of the Ware River, turning east to fo l low 
that riverbank to the South Street br idge, then turn ing north to fo l low the 
western curbl ine of South Street to i t s in tersect ion wi th Pulaski St reet ; 
crossing to the eastern side of Pulaski Street and t rave l ing northwestward 
along the western boundaray of Nenameseck Park and thence to Main Street and 
the southwest corner of the Young Men's L ibrary Associat ion. 

There are no assessors' maps for the town of Ware, so a sketch map of the 
d i s t r i c t must su f f i ce to show the boundaries of the d i s t r i c t . The sketch map 
is not drawn to scale. 
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Inventory # Photo # Historic Name 

1 . 1,2,33 Nenameseck Park 

3 

4 

5(NR 1982) 

6 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

1,2,34 Ware Manufacturing Co. 

store & counting room 

3,4,5 Otis Company Mill #3 

6,35 Middle Dam 

3,7,8,36 Otis Company Mill #1 

9 

10 

8 

n 

Otis Company Repair Shop 

Otis Co. Rib Knitting 
Building 

Otis Co. Boiler House 

Otis Co. Powerhouse 

Otis Co. hosiery 
finishing building 

Otis Co. underwear 
finishing mill building 

Otis Co. dye house 

Otis Co. store house 

Otis Co. New Mill 

Street Address Date of Construction 

intersection of Main, 3rd quarter, 19th c. 
Church, South, & Pulaski Sts. 

South & Main Sts., 
southwest corner 

ca. 1820 

north bank of Ware River 1856 (with 1869, 1886, and 1945 additions) 

Ware River, betw. Otis 
Mill #3 & Stevens new 
mill 

north bank of Ware River 

millyard 

millyard 

millyard 

lower millpond 

north bank of Ware River 

12,37 Otis Co. tenements 

north millyard 

north millyard 
near Main Street 

north millyard near 
Main Street 

1-3 Canal Street 

ca. 1861 (with 20th c. repairs & 
additions) 

ca. 1845 

ca. 1880 

early 20th c. 

late 19th c. 

ca. 1925 

ca. 1910 

north bank of Ware River ca. 1915 

1886 

ca. 1915 

1916 

ca. 1878 
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16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

26 

27 

28 

29 

30 

31 

32 

12 

12 

12 

13 

14 

15, 37 

16 

17 

18, 38 

18, 38 

18, 38 

18, 38 

19,39 

20 

Otis Co. tenements 

Otis Co. tenements 

Otis Co. tenements 

Otis Co. tenements 

Upper Dam Complex 

Social Science Club 

Street Address 

5-7 Canal Street 

9-17 Canal street 

21-27 Canal Street 

29-31 Canal Street 

Ware River, north of Main 
and Canal Streets 

Date of Construction 

ca. 1870 

ca. 1870 

ca. 1870 

ca. 1875 

19th c , wi th 20th c. 
repairs & addit ions 

northwest corner. Pleasant 1914 
and Park Streets 

T r i n i t y Episcopal Church southwest corner. Pleasant 1888-1889 
and Park Streets 

Clara & Ebenezer 
Richardson House 
Ware F i re Stat ion 

Otis Co. tenements 

Otis Co. housing 

Otis Co. housing 

Otis Co. housing 

Otis Co. housing 

20 Park Street 

East Main Street 

14- 18 Park Street 

9-11 Otis Avenue 

15- 17 Otis Avenue 

21-23 Otis Avenue 

27-29 Otis Avenue 

Methodist-Episcopal Church 13 Church Street 

Otis Company house 6 Church Street 

Otis Company house 4 Church Street 

ca. 1845 

1939 (NC) 

ca. 1850 

ca. 1845 

ca. 1840 

ca. 1840 

ca. 1840 

1897-1898 

ca. 1860-1870 

ca. 1870 
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33 

34 

35 

36 

37 

38 

39 

40 

41 

(NO 

42 

43 

44 

45 

46 

47 

48 

20 

21 

21 

22 

21 

21 

17 

23 

23 , 

23, 40 

Congregational Society 
Chapel 

Street Address 

2 Church Street 

3-5 Church Street 

7-9 Church Street 

Otis Company House 

Otis Co. House 

Otis Co. br ick tenements 22-28 Otis Avenue 

Otis Co. brick tenements 14-20 Otis Avenue 

Otis Co. br ick tenements 6-12 Otis Avenue 

Otis Co. housing 2-12 Park Street 

Citgo Stat ion Main Street 

former Otis Co. tenements Main Street 

commercial bu i ld ing Main Street 

former Otis Co. bui ld ing Main & Church Streets 

3,24,25, Young Men's Library 
41 Association 

26 

26, 27 

G i lber t Co. Off ice 

Gi lber t Co. weaving 
sheds 

28,42 Stevens Manufacturing 
Co. m i l l complex 

29,42 Stevens Manufacturing 

Company m i l l bui ld ing 

Main & Church Streets 

15 South Street 

South Street 

South Street 

Maple Street 

Date of Construction 

ca. 1881 

ca. 1854 

ca. 1900 

1887 

1887 

1887 

ca. 1870 

mid 20th c. (NC) 

third quarter, 19th c, 
now fronted by extensive 20th c. addition 

mid 20th c. (NC) 

3rd quarter, 19th c , with 
extensive alterations, ca. 1950 (NC) 

1881/1923 

1885 

1883/1884 

ca. 1851, with 1885 and 1938 additions 

ca. 1873, with 20th c. additions 
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49 m i l l ya rd s t ructure Maple Street mid 20th c. (NC) 

50 30 Stevens Manufacuring Co. 39-41 Maple Street ca. 1860 
housing 

51 30 Stevens Manufacturing Co. 31-37 Maple Street mid 19th century 
m i l l housing 

52 30 Stevens Manufacturing Co. 9-15 Maple Street ca. 1854 
m i l l housing 

53 31 Stevens Manufacturing Co. 5-7 Maple Street ca. 1854 
m i l l housing 

54 Stevens Manufacturing Co. 18-24 South Street ca. 1840 
m i l l housing 
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3. Classification 

Category Ownership 
Public Acquisition Accessible 

4. Owner of Property 

5. Location of Legal Description 

6. Representation in Existing Surveys 

Has this property been determined eligible? • yes • no 

7. Description 

Condition 

excellent 

im good 
• fair 

I I deteriorated 

I I ruins 

i m unexposed 

Check one 

unaltered 

altered 

Check one 

• original site 

moved date. 

Describe the present and original (if l(nown) physical appearance 

[U summary paragraph 
IH! completeness 
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I I alterations/integrity 
• dates 
I I boundary selection 



8. Significance . ^ 
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n completeness 
CH clarity 
O applicable criteria 
rH justification of areas chedced 
EU relating significance to the resource 
• context 
CZI relationship of integrity to significance 
O justification of exception 
• other 

9. Major Bibliographical References 

10. Geographical Data 

Acreage of nominated property 
Quadrangle name 
UTM References 

Verbal boundary description and justification 

11. Form Prepared By 

12. State Historic Preservation Officer Certification 
The evaluated significance of this property within the state is: 

national state local 

State Historic Preservation Officer signature 

title date 

13. Other 

CH Maps 
CD Photographs 
• other 

Questions concerning this nomination may be directed to . 

Signed Date Phone: 

G P O 9 1 B - 4 5 0 
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Is there a Cultural Landscape? 

1. Does the property possess actual or potential significance as, 
or for including, a designed landscape? 

2. Does the property possess actual or potential significance as, 
or for including, a cultural landscape other than one designed? 

3. Is there an area within the larger nominated resource that 
should be considered a cultural landscape? If so, circle below: _y_ 

Tpark/ town square agricultural lands open space designed landscape 
distinctive natural features spacial arrangement other: 

Description 

4. Is the landscape described? 7 —? X . 

5. Is the relationship of the landscape to the resource as a 

whole adequately discussed? ^C. 

6. Is the landscape's historic and present character discussed? 

7. Is historic integrity adequately assessed? ^ 

8. kve contributing and non-contributing features of the landscape 
identified? 

Significance 

9. Is "Landscape Architecture" checked as an area of 
significance? 

10. If "Landscape Architecture" is checked as an area of 
significance, is it adequately justified and documented in the 
statement of significance? 

^ ^ — — — — 
11. Is the significance of a landscape discussed in the 
narrative, but not represented by an appropriately checked . * /.r- /* Cl 
area of significance? -fti*jf /Jt<, p*-^-^ (^"^-\p^ 



12. Is there potential significance of a cultural landscape 
which is neither checked in an area of significance nor discussed 
in the statement? 

Boundary 

13. Does the property include large areas of open space (not 
architect-designed, such as parks) without any buildings, 
structures, objects, or archeological sites? 

14. Is there a boundary justification explaining the inclusion 
of open space? 

15. Is the boundary discussion adequate?  

Model Nominations 

16. Could this nomination, or any portion of the documentation io. uouia mis nominaxion, or any portion oi me aocumentaiion raJxJf 
be used as a good example? Please specify. <Y^oJ'*-<'^-^ H ^ l 

Other Comments: 
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SHOE COMPANY INC. 15 South Street, P.O. Box 777, Ware, MA 01082 Tel. 413-967-3511 

October 30, 1985 

Massachusetts H i s t o r i c a l Corrmission 
80 Boylston S t r e e t 
Boston, Massachusetts 02116 

A t t : V a l e r i e A. Talmage 
Executive D i r e c t o r 
State H i s t o r i c Preservation O f f i c e r 
Massachusetts H i s t o r i c a l Commission 

Dear MS. Talmage, 

Pe: M i l l y a r d H i s t o r i c D i s t r i c t 
Ware, Massachusetts 
15-17 South St r e e t 
Ware H i s t o r i c D i s t r i c t 

Thank you f o r your l e t t e r of October 10, 1985 

I , Edward J. Urban, am the sole owner o f n r o n e r t i e s 
located a t 15-17 South S t r e e t , Ware, Massachusetts. 

Please be advised t h a t I o b j e c t and do not want my 
property t o be l i s t e d . 

Very t r u l y yours, 

LETIC/SffOE CO., INC, 

Edward j / Urban 
EJU/jw Presidefvt 

Hampshire County • 

Sworn and subscribed to before me this 30th day of October 1985. 

L̂ mmusion E.̂ -j.-es July 22,1938 

APR 



TRINITY EPISCOPAL CHURCH .„,.-,/ .nor 

P.O. Box 447 -JAN 14 1986 

^ASS. HIST. COMW! 
Ware, MA 01082 

To: State Historic Preservation Officer 

Re: 17 & 20 Park Street 
Ware Historic D i s t r i c t 

I n accordance with the National Historic Preservation Act Amend­
ments of 1980 and Federal regulations 36CFR Part 60, we hereby 
object to the l i s t i n g of the two properties located at 17 and 
20 Park Street, Ware, as owned by the T r i n i t y Episcopal Church 
of Ware. 

This action was taken by a unanimous vote by the Vestry of the 
Church, the "legal governing body of the Church," with our over­
r i d i n g concern being self-determination of our own buildings 
without any undue governmental interference. 

We hope the M i l l y a r d Historic D i s t r i c t i s approved, but we do 
not wish to be oart of such a designation. 

TRINITY EPISCOPAL CHURCH 

^.Xv^, By: C<y.Lau-/7^-
Hoprf C. Llbyd^i' Witness William H. Coyne,'"Rector 

• COriMONWEALTH OF MASSACHUSETTS ' ' ' » 

Hampshire, ss. January 13, 1986 

Then personally appeared William H. Coyne, Rector of TRINITY 
EPISCOPAL CHURCH i n Ware, and acknowledged the foregoing i n s t r u ­
ment to be the free act and deed of said T r i n i t y Episcopal Church 
i n Ware, before me, • -< 

C^Ji!}f2JL (? .^^J-
•- Hope C^ L l o y d , ' ^ 6 t ^ y Publ ic 

My commission expires: August 19, 1990 

APR 0 -oq 



Social S o i e n c ^ ^ | S ^ l ^ j T j ^ y ^ f ^ 
of Ware ' ^ 

Pleasant Street M/IR 1 2 ISgg 
P.O. Box 744 
Ware, Mass. 01̂ §̂̂ - '̂'ST. COMiV). 

Massachusetts Histo r i c a l Commission 
Valerie A. Talmage 
Executive Director 
State Historic Preservation Officer 

March 6, 1986 

Dear Ms. Talmage: 

The Board of Directors of the Social Science Club of Ware wishes 
to object to the l i s t i n g of the property,solely owned by the 
same corporation, located within the Millyard Historic D i s t r i c t , 
Ware, Massachusetts,in the National Register. 

We are sorry for the delay i n answering your n o t i f i c a t i o n . However, 
due to several postponed Board meetings , the matter was just 
recently voted upon. 

Sincerely, 

Nina ladarola. 
President 

APR c 



The Commonwealth of Massachusetts 
Office of the Secretary of State 

Michael Joseph Connolly, Secretary 

Massachusetts Historical Commission 
Valerie A. Talmage 
Executive Director 
Stale Historic Preservation Officer 

March 3 1 , 1986 

Carol Shull 
National Register of His tor ic Places 
Department of I n t e r i o r , National Park Service 
P.O. Box 37127 
Washington, DC 20012-7127 

Dear Ms. Shul l : 

Enclosed you w i l l f i n d the fo l lowing nomination forms: 

Ware, Church Street His tor ic D i s t r i c t , Church Street between Park Avenue and 
Highland Street , 73 propert ies . 

Ware, Ware Center H i s to r i c D i s t r i c t , Route 9 east and west of Greenwich Plains 
Road, 20 propert ies . 

Ware, Ware-Hardwick Covered Bridge, Old G i l b e r t v i l l e Road/Bridge Street . 

Ware, Ware Mil lyard His tor ic D i s t r i c t , Roughly bounded by South Street, Ware 
River, Upper Dam Complex, Park Street , Otis Avenue and Church Street, 54 
propert ies . 

Ware, Ware Town H a l l , Main and West Streets . 

A l l have been voted e l i g i b l e by the State Review Board and have been signed by 
the State Hi s to r i c Preservation O f f i c e r . Owners were n o t i f i e d of pending 
state Review Board consideration 30-75 days before the meeting and were 
afforded the opportunity to comment. Comments received to date are attached 
to the nomination forms. 

Sincerely, 

Sarah J. Zimmerman 
Director , Preservation Planning 
Massachusetts H i s to r i ca l Commission 

SJZ/ls 

80 Boylston Street, Boston, Massachusetts 02116 (617) 727-8470 ^ _ APR .9 1*5 



The Commonwealth of Massachusetts 
Office of the Secretary of State 

Michael Joseph Connolly, Secretary 

Massachusetts Historical Commission 
Valerie A. Talmage 
Executive Director 
State Historic Preservation Officer 

29 September, 1S86 

Carol Shull, Chief 
National Register - National Park Service 
P.O. Box 37127 
Washington, D.C. 20013-7127 

Dear Ms. Shull: 

Enclosed please find noninations for two districts (Ware Millyard, Hanpshire 
County; Monument Square, Suffolk County) that were returned to the MHC for 
technical and substantive corrections. The corrections have been made. 

Please do not hesitate to contact me i f there are any further questions. 

Sincerely, 

Sarah J. Zimernan 
Director of Preservation Planning 

SZ/at 

80 Boylston Street, Boston, Massachusetts 02116 (617) 727-8470 QCT ^ ^986 


