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obiject
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Sumber of contributing resources previcusly listed in the Nationail
Register None

Name of related multiple property listing (Enter "M/p" if property is
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Higtoric Functions (Enter categories from ingtructions)

Recreation and_Culture Sub:
Recreation_and Culture
_Education

_Education
_Transportation

_Landscape

Cat:

Outdogr Recreation
Sports Facility
__Research Facility

__Lollege
__Air-related
__Natural Feature

Current Functions (Enter categories from instructions)

Cat: Recreation and Culture ___ Sub:
Recreation and Culture

_Education

_Bducation
Trangportation
Landscape

_ Outdoor Kegreation
__Sports Facility
__Research Facility

_ _Ajr-related
__Natural Feature

Architectural Classification (Enter categories from instructions)

____No _style

Materials (Enter categories from instructions)

foundation Concrete

roof —

walls e

other Asphalt .
Steel

Narrative Description (Describe the historic and current condition of
the property on one or more continuation sheets.)

See Continuation Sheet Section 7 Page 1



USDI/NPS NRHP Registration Form
Torrey Pines Gliderport
San Diego County, California Page #4

L 3- 2 2 3 2 P f b R 4 3 2 1 1 % % T P ¥ § 1 J1 2 B 2 3 2 $ &2 3 F P 2 3 DI 2 1 3 F 3 B S 2 2.2 1 F .3 B3 2 2 B R B 2 2 1 2.3 2 2 2 2.0 2 1 % % 2 J

8. Statement of Significance

L E 2 2 F L 2 2 2 %-% % % 3 J BRSNS MR ENRESEI NSNS RNENEE NI LS N I M I I N

Applicable National Register Criteria

__X_ A Property la associated with events that have made a
significant contribution to the brecad patterns of our
history.

B Property is associated with the lives of persons
significant in our past.

C Property embodias the dietinctive characteristics of a
typa, period, or method of conetruction or represgents the
work of a master, or possessea high artistic values, or
represents a significant and dietinguishahle entity whose
compenents lack individual distinction.

D Property has yielded, or is likely to yield information
important in prehistory or history.

Criteria Considerations

A Owned by a religious institution or used for religious
purposes.

———e

B Removed from its original location.

C A birthplace or a grave.

D A cemetery.

B A reconstructed building, object,or structure.

F A commemorative property.

G Less than 50 years of age or achieved significance within
the past 50 years.

Areas of Significance (Enter categories from instructions)
Entertainment/Recreation

Invention
Transpertation

Period of Significance _1928-1942. Although the -gliderport continues to
be significant into the present, the period of siqnificance has
been arbitrarily ended at 1942, when the U.S. Army temporarily
took over the site.

Significant Datea _ 1920 (Lindbergh's record flight)

1936 (Woody Brown's cliff takeoff and landing )
1939 {Mavor P,.J,Benbough Dedication of Gliderport)

w‘signifivant Person _ _Lindberuh, Charles A. and othern, see
Gantinuation Sheet Section number 8, Page 1

Cultursl Affiliation __N/A
##Please note: This listing and discus=ion of significant persons linked to the site

is for information only. Significance undev Criterion B is not being

claimed.
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Architect/Builder __ N/A

Narrative Statement of Significance See Continuation Sheets Section 8

9. Major Bibliographical References

keferences See Continuation Sheets Section 9

Previous documentation on file (NPS)
preliminary determination of individual listing (36 CFR 67) has been
requested.
previously listed in the Naticnal Register
previcusly determined eligibie by the Naticnal Register
designated a National Historic Landmark
recorded by Historic American Buildings Survey #
recorded by HFistoric American Engineering Recovrd #
Primary Location of Additional Data
____ State Historic Preservation Office
Other State adgency
Federal agency
Local governmenti
University
X Other

Name of repository: Dr. Lawrence J. Fogel, 1591 Calle de Cinco, La
Jolla, CA 92037

UTM References

Zone Easting Northing Zone Basting Northing
A (6 476470 3639505 C 06 476750 3639060
B 06 476600 3639505 D Q06 477370 3638950
See Continuation Sheet Section 10.

———

Verbal Boundary Description: fThe boundary of the nominated property is
delineated by the polygqon whose vertices are marked by the following UTM
reterence points: A,B,C,D,E,F and G.

Boundary Justification: This boundary corresponds with the contiguous
properties of the Torrey Pines Municipal Park and that portion of the
park transferred to the_ Regents of the University of California on March
12, 1964 (resolution number 1792/8).

See Continualtion Sheet Section 10 Page 1
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11. Forin Prepared By
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name/title ILiawrence J. Fogel, Secretary, Torrey Pineg Soaring Council;
Gacy B. Foyel, Historian_

crganization The Torrey Pines Soaring Council date December 29, 1992

street & number 1591 Calie de Cinco
telephone (E18) 454-15990

city or town__La JO

Supmit the following items with the completed form:

Continuation Sheets

Maps
A USGS map (7.5 minute series} indicating the property's location.
A sketch rap for historic districts and properties having large

Acteadge O numerous recsources.

Photographs
Representative black and white photographs of the property.

Additional items (Check with the SHPO or FPO for any additional items)

(Complete this item at the request of the SHPO cor FPO.)

name - . o o I
gtreet & number R

telepiione__ .

city or town v_ atate __ zip code
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The Torrey FPines Gliderport
San Dieye Co., California

The Torrey Pines Gliderport remains in its natural condition, except for
the addition of a runway, the foundation of a small army barrack, and
areas yraded for current ssilplane operations. Metal and wocd
barricades have hewn added by the City of Zan Dieso to rrotect native
flova.

3 35C foot cliff, running parallel tc the beach, faces the prevailing
wind thus providing lift for motoriess flight. The nearly fiat land
eagt of the cliff is ueed for launching and landing. This mesa extends
north slong the clitf edge, providing a natural emergency runway.
Sufficient westerly wind is needed to generate the desired lift for
flight cperatione,

The graded dirt runway used by the pioneers at thisg site for auto-tow
launching of sailplanes {1935-1940) is still in use. The Gliderport
became Camp Callen (1941-1946) for the duration of World War II. All of
the Army equipment was subsequently removed, except for a five foct
concrete stanchion that now serves as the mounting for a plaque that
devignetes this zite as a National Soaring Landmark, as dedicated by the
Mational Soaring Museum of the Scaring Society of America June 6th,
1992. The remaining foundation of a small barrack at the east end of
the property is presently used as a tie-down for sailplanes. The
asphalt ruanway used for launching of sailplanes (1947 to present) runs
parallel to the graded runway. The foundation of a small Army barrack
remaining from Camp Callen exists at the east end of the property.
Although much c¢f the natural flora has been removed and extensive
grading has occured, the historic integrity of the gliderport remains
intact.

Two temporary buildings are now located at the site. One is a trailer,
owned and operated by a concessionaire who operates under a lease from
the ity of San Diego. This trailer is located near the cliff edge,
southwest of the end of the asphalt runway and is not of historic wvalue.
The concessionaire's building was moved on to the property in the mid
1980's.,

The other is a small temporary building located near the northeast
corna2r of the site. Tt i¢ used to store traffic barrierz and other
equipment. appropriate for full-scale sailplane flight operations, This
amall temporary building is adjacent to the remalning foundation of a
military huilding constructed during world War IT ag part of Camp
Callen.

The mnly structure on the =site of hicteoric valua is a naval az2libration
tower used to calibrate a nautical wile with & siwmilar tower further
nerth along the «liff. This tower, located juabt west of the Torrey
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The Torrey Pineg Cliderport

San Diego Co., California

Pines Golf Ccurcze fence, has remained act Torrey Pineas since the late
1920'a. it was damaged by a storm and repaired in the mid 1985°'s. The
tower has been used by pilots at the giiderport as a naviaational aid
and was used ag an altitude indicator by the eariyv sailplaners who did
not have an altimeter cv bhoard. More specifically, Woody Brown and Jonn
Rohingen uesed the tover to estimate their height above the cliff fazoe in
the time fram= from 1926 to 1942. It is still used by A.G.C.S.C.pilots
to initiate their approach to landing.

The egastern porticn of the site, presently owned by the Regents of the
University of California, contains a majcr portion of the asphalt runway
that waa installed in 1947. This portion of the gliderport is used as a
rarking lot during the annual golf tournamwent held at the Torrey Pines
Colf Courege. The City property is alsc used for public parking and
besach access. The current physical environment allows for the
continuation cof metorless flight at this, the only remaining gliderpecrt
in America directly adjacent to the Pacific Ocean.

ceveral yw=ars &ago metal railings were installed by the City of San Diego
to proutest the vegetation from root traffis and to keep pecple and cars
away from the cliff edge.

Only a concrete stanchion (5ft. high by 3ft. wide by 1ft. thick) remains
of the Camp Callen racdar installation. It is located about 100ft. south
of the Concessionaire's trailer., Two bronze plaques are now affixed to
the western face of the stanchion; one indicsting that the Torrey Pines
Cliderport is a National Landmark as recognized by the National Soaring
Museum (June 6, 1992), the other marks the Torrey Pines Gliderport as
San Diego City Historical Site #315 (dedicated March 21, 1993).
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fxplanation of resource count:

Contributiug stvuctures: graded dirt runway, naval calibration tower ()

Gliderport itself is considered a contributing site. (1)

Non—convributing buildings: both {(dating to era later than period =f significance}(g)
Non-contributing structure; 1947 asphalt runway dating after neriod of significance) (1)

Stanchion with plaques has not been considered substantial =ncugh te rounv., It
dates to erz afrer period of significance.
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July 21, 1992 as pari of the proposal to the City of San Diege Historic
Site Board to make the Terrev Pines Gliderport an Historic Site!}.

Significant persons inspired bv soaring at the Torrey Pines Gliderport
include: Bowlus, Hawley; MacCrzady, Paul; Jenkins, Scoiti; Johnson,
Richz=rd; Dick, Belen

2z

arrstive statement of significance The Torrey Pines Gliderper: is
siguificant for its association with the major Southern Califormnia
industzy of aviaticn. The Gliderport was the iocation fuor ihe
development of new technology such as the Robinson varicmeter (1939),
Cead-man pulley take-cff system {1938), auto-pulley tow take-off svstem
{1%3%), highly maneuverable sajlplanes (1936-193%), spoiler systems
{1935-1940), a parachute system used to save a disabled zircraft (1947,
as well as more modern inventicns. The gliderport is also unigue in
that 1% was the only legal site where unlicensed aircraft coculd fly in a
civil airway, & license granted exclusively for the Torrey Pines
Gliderport in 1938, :

the Robinson variometer (1939) was a very sensitive jinstrument used to
deternine rates of climb or sink in a sailplan2. This instrument alliows
the pilot to find air that is rising and stay up longer without the use
of a motor. The Robinson variometer was the most sensitive ingtrument
cf its type at the time and was highly desired by the top socaring pilots
in the 1940's and 195C's. Newer, even more sensitive variometzrs are
currently used in sailplares around the worid that are a direct modarn
manifestation of the kobinson instrument. The variomete:r was tested and
modified by John Robinscn at the Torrey Pines Gliderport and was
infiuential in his and other pilot's record and championship £flights in
the eaxly 1940's and early 1950's.

The Iead-man pulley take-off system (1938) was developed at the Torrey
Pines Gliderport by Wcody Brown, the first pilcot to launch and land from
the top of the cliffs in 1936. A pulley was held in the ground witn a
stake and a line was run through the priley with a car at one end and a
saiiplane at the other. The speed of the car was sufficient tc propel
the saiiplane cff the edge of the cliff at a repid flying sapeed. 7This
method of launching represented a metorized advancement of the normal
"ghock~zcord" take-cff where a sailplane was pulled off the slope by
geveral haré working volunteers. The Dead-man pulley take-off allowed
the pilot to take off in a very short field without the reed for many
volurnteers to help in the launch. This launching method was later
modified to become the auto-puiley tow take-off system (1929).

The auto-pulley tow take-off system (1535) was developed by Johu
RFobinson at the Torrey Pines Gliderport. A pulley was attached to +he
rear of a car and a Line was staked to the ground at one znd and to a
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The Torvey Pines Gliderport
San Piequ _Co., Califorpia

gsallplane acv the other. This modification ¢f the dead-man pulley take-
off systam became the preferred method of launching sailplanes ab Torrey
pines in the late 1%30‘s and early 1940°s. On his travels around th
nation te fly in sailplane contests, Rcbinson demonstrated this new
technique and the method was widely used across the nation in situations
where a winch was not available to pull a glider into the air. This
technique was used until the mid 1950's when towing sailplanes behind
powered airoraft became the predominant method of launching.

Jobn Robinson designed and built a set of highly maneuverable saiiplanes
nammed the Robin #1 through Robin #4 (1936-1939), Oversized control
gurfaces with more oversll movement were used to give Robinson an
sdvantage when cirecling in tight thermals, doing aerobztics, or for mecre
contrcl orn landings. fThese advancements demonstrated the effect of an
ircreased surface area and movement to cverall aircraft stability in
low-gspeed flight. This information was used in the construction of
sailplanes in the late 1930's and early 1940's.

John Robinscn's "Zanonia" sailplane, bnilt amd designec¢ by Harland Ross,
was the first airplane in the nation to use spoilers {air brakes) con the
wings (1929). The spoilers help redice lift and siow the aircrafz down
for landings. The original spoilers built by Harland Keoss were modified
and tested at Torrey Pines by Robinaon to define their effect. These
medifications allowed Robingson to luse altitude at a very rapid rate,
much more so than with his previous modifications of the surface avea of
the "Robin" sailplanes. Kobinson flew with spoilers at the local and
national contests and this design rapidly found its way in to the design
ot new high performance sailplanes. Spoilers allowed rilots f.0 maintain
a wall defined pattern for landing at an airport. This well known
pattern is still used today. Spoilers are still an integral part of
modern sailplanes and can also be found on jer aircraft including
airliners and advanced military jets., The original testing was
accomplished in low speed flight tests by Jokn Robinson at the Torrey
Pines Gliderport.

Many famous aviators in the motorless flight community have socared at
Torrey Fines including Cherles A. Lindbergh. Other pioneerg who learned
to soar at this site in the late 1930's became well-known and influenced
tne aviation community. For example, John Rcbinszon became the first
verson in the world to hold the Diamond “C* badge, the most honored
award in scaring, and was the first three time National Soaring Champion
(1940, 1941, 1946). Dr. Paul MacCready, Jr. learned to soar at Tcrrey
Pines then became the first American to win the International Soaring
Competition (1956). He later designed the Gossamer Albatross, the first
buman-powered plane to cross the English Channel (1279). William S.
Ivans, who learned to scar at Torrey Pines, flew in World and National
soaring Chanpionships, setting world and national records for altitude
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Tke Tcrrey Pines Gliderportc
San fiedo Co., California

and speed. He became president of the Socaring Society of America, and
for fourteen vears was president of the Werld Gliding Commission of ine
Fuederation Aeronautigque Internationale.

The Tourrey Pines Gliderport was instrumental in focusing public
attention on tha sport of soaring. From 1947 to 1979, the Annual
Puzifis Coast Mid-Winter Soaring Champicnships were held at this site.
T+ wa3 cstimated that between thirty and forty million people watched
the 1927 Championships on the television program "Wide Wics Worlid*. At
the: site, thousands of spectators watched the competition and were
intreoduced e the sport of sosring.

mi.ece events are best understood within the context of a brief
chroaviogy of the history cf scaring at this site. In 1928 and 1928,
glidersz were car-towad off the pbeech adjacent to the cliff soc they could
¥ly in tne 1lift created by the prevailing wasterly wirnd at Torrey Pines.
These vicneers fabricated and learned to fiy their own planes. On
Fabruary 24, 1930, Charles A. Lindbergh flew in the lift at Torrey fineg
irn a fiight along the coast from Mt. Soledad to Del Mar, theveby
establishing a claimed distance record.

In 1934, Woody Brown, who previously flew off the beach, was the first
to lounch and land on top of the cliff at Torrey Pines. These daring
evernis demongtrated the enthusiasm and skill of these pioneer pilots.

Y5 the late 1930°'g there were flights by Eawley Bowlus, who had
previously supervised construction of the "Spirit of St. Louis” and then
established his own, world-renowned sailplane manufacturing company =n
Sapr Diego. Bud Perl and Bill Beuby flew at Tcrrey Pines, the former s
Jlags A license was signed by Orville Wright. fThe latter went on to
national recogaition in the sport of scaring, receiving the Lewin B.
Barringer Memorial Trowhy from the Soaring Scciety of America. Ry 1937,
wosdy Irown had established the longest flight et Torrey Fines, staying
aicft for nine hours. That year, the Asscociated Glider Clubs of
gvivhern California, an organization founded in 1929, leased the
propertv at Torrey Pines from the City of San Diego to develop the site
zs a giilderport.

The first three day glider meet at Torrey Pines was held cn December 31,
122€. On January 1, 19239, the mayor of San Diego, P.J. Benbough,
dedicated this gliderport to tha "youth of C=zlifornia" and their
interest in scaring. Jchn Robinson locoped his sailplane as he released
thz tow-rope at three hundred foet as more than a thousand spectators
watched. During this same period, John Kobinson invented z new
variometer at Torrey Fines tha% gave the pilot e more accurate
determination of rate-of-ciimb. With the hzlp of Woody Brown, he also
c¢eveloped the auto-pulley tow takecff syitem which allowed gliders to be
launzned by cable over very short distances uea:r the cliff edge.
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Flight activities at Torrey Pines were interrupted in 1941 when the
gliderport property became the Army's Camp Callen. Hilitary operations
here were conducted uatil the end of World War II. Many of the pilots
who fiew at Torrey Pines became instructors for the military glider
training school at Twentynine Palms.

The first annual Pacific Coast Mid-Winter Soaring Championship was held
at Torrzev Pines in 1947. John Robinson became the first three time
Netional Soaring Champion as well as the first American to fly over 300
wiles cross-country, che first in the world to fly over 30,000 feet in a
sailplane and the first in the world to =arn a Diamond "C" badge (the
most respected award in soaring). Many home-built gliders were designed
and tested at Torrey Iines.

Richard Johnson who held the title of National Champicn in soaring seven
times, participated in the Pacific Coast Mid-Winter Championships in the
late 1950's and early 1960's. In 1867, the Walt Disney studios filmed
"The Boy Who Flew with Condors® in part at Torrey Pines.

In the late 1960's, radio-controlled model sailplanes began operations
at the Torrey Pines Gliderport. 1In the early 1970's, hang gliders
joined the flight operations. Many hang glider national endurance
racords were set at Torrey Pines. In 1976, the Hal Bartlett film
company filined "Johnathon Livingston Seagull" in part at the Torrey
Pines CGliderport. Mark Smith, a member of the Torrey Pines Gulls Radio
Controlled Soaring Society designed and piloted the radio controlled
seagulls used in that movie.

Since then there has been an increase in fliight operations at Torrey
Pines. The Torrey Pines Soaring Council was established by the Parks
and Recreation Department, City of San Diege (1978) to provide advice
and council regarding flight safety and other matters. 1In 1990, the
Council approved paragliding at the Torrey Pines Gliderport. In 1991,
the Torrey Pines Scale Soaring Society, a radio controlled model glider
club began flying &t Torrey Pines.

Oy June Sth, 1992, the National Socaring Museum, Soaring Society of
America, deaicated the Torrey Pines Gliderport as a Naticnal Soaring
Landmark. On August 2§, 1892, ths San Diego Clty Historic Site Board
voted unapirovsly to declare the entire gliderport an historic site.

Histceric Cortext

Activities et the Torrey Pines Gliderport encouraged interest in the San
Piego regicn and in particular, in aircraft rela*ted industries and
technology. For example, Convair Corporation, a leading aircraft
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manufacturer in San Diego sponsored a giider club that flew at Torrey
Pineg in the 13%0's. The University of California, San Diego has
gponsored & glider club at Torrey Pines since the mid-1960's.

The gliderpcrt provides an outdoor wind tunnel that has been, and
continues teo be, used for the testing of new airfoils, planforms,
control systems,aircraft material and configuration. Lessons learned in
£light at Torrey Pines have been, and will continue to contribute to air
trangport and marine systems. For example, current sxperiments confirm
the utility cof pitcherons for aircraft control. Wwith the tail surfaces
fixed, all stii:ude control is entirely in the wings. This allows the
sailplane to ke even more aerobatic. Dr. Scott Jenkins of The
Iniversity of California at San Diego, used Torrey Pines as a “"classroom
in the air" ithen designed and patented the Vortex roil, a device that
greatly reduczes the need for dredging of harbors.

rubklicity regarding this unique gliderport has encoucaged tourism and
generated support from the local community and various national
organizations. A portion of the site was given by the City of San Diego
tc the Regents of the University of Califoraia in 1963 to encourage
tirelr coming to La Jolla. The Regents appealed the historic site
designation of their portion cf the Gliderport as being improper, this
only ir the sense that a city does not have the right tc designate state
property as being historic. Their appeal states, “the value of the
Yorrey Pines Gliderport site to the history of San Diego and the
continuing development of the aviation industry and avocation is not
cdisputed. Hcwevrer, the imposition of a historical site designation is
uwnnecessary-.." After reconsideration, the San Diego Historical Site
Board reconfirmed their previous decision and requested the City Council
to desigpate tpe entire gliderport as historic and to proceed with
applications for California and Federal historic site designation.

The Torreyv Pines Gliderport is the only historic {pre World War II)
gliderport remsining in the San Diego area and in California as well.
Owver whe.vears, other historic gliderports in Southern California have
Leen lost to development, including those in Pacific Beach, Pt. Loma,
Mt. Scledad, Pesches Wallace Field, and El Mirage Gliderport. Although
sporadic sailplane activities did take place in the late 1930's on the
mary dry lakes in the Mojave Desert (Clark Dry Lake, Rabbit Dry Lake,
kosaiond Dry Lake), none were considered gliderports {with runways,
etc...) except for El Miragje, north of Los Angeies, which was closed in
the l:=te 1980's. California and the nation mus- continue to preserve
sites where recreational activities generate innovative technolegy as a
naturzl byvproduct of a recreatiomal activity. The Torrey Pines
Gliderport has long been regarded as such a location in the aviation
community.
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Throughout this century, California has played a leading role in the
advancement cf sl! forms of aviation. Pioneers in avietion understocd
*he importance of using models and gliders in tests of what would become
powared craft. The unigue combination of wiad and topography at the
Torrey rines Gliderport made this location ideal for the testing of
saiiplanes and the development of soaring as a sport. In the 1930's,
when zoaring was in its infancy, pilots flew from many coastal
gliderrortg on the west coast c¢f America, including Palos Verdes,
Redonde Beach, znd Point Loma. The Torwev Pines Glideiport is the last
remaining gliderport that benefits from the natural 1ift that results
rrom peing directly adjacent to the Pacific Ocean. It is recognized
acicss the nation as the premiere loca+tion for "slope soaring,” a
~ecnpigue to maintain altitude in a motorless aircratt by using the
uparzft created when a prevailing wind meets with a cliff face.

Tt iz of additicral interest to note that during the period from 1950 to
che present, Torrey Pines has continued to be historically important.
The annuel Pacific Coast Mid-Winter Champicnships (1947 to 1379) became
nz of the longest running soaring contasts In our nation's history. In
the late 155C°'s, radio controlled model saiilpianez started to use the
c2ie and members of the local orgenization, the Torrey Pines Gulls, went
on to set national and international records in their sport. Mark
Smith, whe learned to soar models at Torrey [ines set & world record for
closed course distance by flying his modei 28€ miles in 13 hours in
Havaii in 1973. Similarly, Steve Neu, who learned to f£ly model gliders
a¥ Terrey Pines hecame world champion in «lectric powered radio
contreiled model £light in 1992,

in the early 1973's hang gliders began opera:zing at Torrey Pines.
Luzing *he first few years of operations,; four world records in hang
giider endvrance wsvre set at Torrey Pines by pilots Taras Kiceniuk, 2r.,
Buy Wills, and Mike Mitchell. As with the other motorless sports at
Porrey Pines, many hang glider pilots whe flew at Torrey Pines bacame
chemplionship pilots at the state and natiousi levels. More recentlv,
raragliders have shared the airspace and the Torrey Pines Paragliding
Races are knowr nationally.

Amesica has long been recognized for it's leadership in the advancement
£ tsachncleogy and, in particular, it's contribution to aviation. In tne
bock Progress in Flying Machines (1894), Octave Chanute indicated the
kird cf location most suitable for experiments with flying machines.
"Tt is believeac that salt water is preferable to fresh water, over which
to carry on such experiments, not only because of the greater bucyant
nower of the water, but especially because sea breezes are more regular
ard¢ less gusty than land breezes. It is evidsnt that it would be
preferabla te operate over z genial or a tepid sea, in trade-wind
regiong if pousible, and in locations where steady sea breezes of no
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great intensity may bhe relied upon to blow almost daily. It would be
desirabie to select the vicinity of some projecting tongue of land or of
some isthmus, where captive preliminary tests may be made, and also that
there should be a c¢liff in the neighborhood whence models and perhaps
the apparatus itself might be floated off. Thers are many such spots to
be found within proximity of machine shops, in the Mediterranean, in the
Gulf »f Mexico, and on the coast of Southern California, and the
attention of designers of flyving machines, who may want to test the
merits of their devices upon a really adequate scale, is particularly
directced tc the vicinity of San Diego, Cal., where all the circumstances
whicli have been alluded to are to be found comkined...." {(italics
added}.

San Diego has long been and remzins a center fcr aercnautic development.
The T3rrev Pines Cliderport is its center for soaring activities. Just
ag Churute’'s book influenced the Wright Brothers, so it is that flight
activities at Torrey Pines have had a continuing national impact on the
advancement of soaring.
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UTM Referznces

E 06 477295 38638670
F 06 475680 363880F
G 06 476470 3638540

Beuniary Justification

More specifically, this property was acquired by the Citv of San Diego
in 1874 es Pueblo Lands per United States Patent. The property has
retained that designatior. for the last 119 yeara, except that portion
transferred to the State of California as part of the University of
California at San Diego in 1%€4. The total property at one time
included over 1200 acres of land, of which the gliderport cccupiad only
75 pilus or minus acres at any time prior to the army use of the property
in 1542,

"he current boundaries, as identified by previously provided UTM
referenced points, were provided to establish defined limits of activity
which have never bezn previously defined by reierence pcints or meets
and pounds. The gliderport is only a portion of the present Torrey

ines Golf Course and City Park. This property is dedicated by
Ordinance cof the City of San lego for public park and recreational
uses. Portions of the property were dedicated as early as Devember 1936.

The current boundaries approximate those of the gliderport at the time
the property was taken over by the U.S5. Army dvring WW IT.
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Torrey Fines Gliderport Photos

Photographs taken by Gary B. Fogel
Negative: 1591 Calle de Cinco, La Jolla, CA 92037

Dates: Photo 1 - November 26, 1692
Remaining photos - March 27, 1993
Views:

an aerial view leocking east from 500 feet altitude offshore opposite the Navy's
ih

yration cower showing ihe Pacific ocean, beacn and cliff in the forepround.
Th: Gliderport is shown occupying the mesa from the cliff edge to the tree line,

north ot the Salk Institute, south and west of the Torrey Pines Gootr Course., The
asphalt runway is perpendicular to the cliff face. The emergency ruaway is perpen-—
dicular to the cliff face. The emergency runway extends north froa ‘icrrey Pines
Scenic Drive to the north end of the mesa.

2. Eastern portion of Torrey Pines Gliderpovt showing the asphalt runway and the para’iel
lending strip.

2

Navy calibration tower.

g

Storage building and concrete remnant of Camp Callen at northeast end of Gliderpori.
5. Concessionaire's trailer.

6. Stanchion with bronze plaques.



