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PHOTOGRAPHS: 

54:11 Front and l e f t Facades 

54:10 Front and r i g h t facades (first-phase 
s i n g l e - c e l l , i n t e g r a l leanto) 

54:15 incised authentic date of 1702 on fr o n t 
story post 

54:18 rear comer post, end g i r t , rear leanto 
r a f t e r of first-phase 

54:21 cut rear i n t e g r a l leanto r a f t e r s s t i l l 
pegged to extended t i e beams 

61:04 dovetail mortise f o r c o l l a r beam i n 
pri n c i p l e r a f t e r 

Town BEVERLY 

Address 184 Hale Street 

H i s t o r i c Name Captain John Thorndike House 

(Thorndike / Rea House) 

'hstch Hap: 

A 
1 

7^ 

M REFEREfiCE _ 

13 CUADRAWGLE 

z E N 

19 / 347-620 / 4712-810 

Use; P resent residence 

Or ig ina l residence 

DESCRIPTION 

Date 1702 

Source 

Style 

dated post head 

F i r s t Period 

A r c h i t e c t unknown 

Exterior Wall Fabric clapboard 

Outbui ldings shed (non-contributing) 

Major Alterations (with dates)2nd cell addi 
c. 1725; leanto added to second-phase 18th C 
e. 19th C. (?); r i g h t rear lean to raised to 
shed dormer, e l l added. 

Condition good 

Koved no Date n/a 

Acreace less than one acre 

S e t t i n g r e s i d e n t i a l , suburban setting on 

main route to c i t y center, lined with 18th ar. 

19th c. dwellings on small Iocs - well 

established streetscapes. 

Recorded by James Kyprianos 

Marhlehpad Nn-rb (now Salem) Oroanizatlcn Boston Universitv 

1:25,000 r̂  * 
. Date Kay 1986 
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Form No: 
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Property Name: Thorndike House 

Indicate each item on inventory foim which is being continued below. 
SIGNIFICANCE 

The Captain John Thorndike House retains integrity of location, design, materials and 
workmanship in i t s survivng two-pAiase First Period frame under Criterion C. The 
three-pihase construction of this eighteenth century structure i s typical of the 
growth of many single-cell First-Period houses over time. The evidence of a First 
Period single-cell integral lean-to house preserved i n the right section may provide 
inportant information on this rarely-surviving early house form under Criterion D. 
The two schemes of frame decoration i n the two jdiases provide an excellent 
i l l u s t r a t i o n of consecutive late First Period decorative techniques. 

EXTERIOR DESCRIPTION 

The Captain John Thorndike House i s a two-and-a-half story, five-bay central chimney 
clapboarded structure. The original single-cell two- and-a-half story house with 
integral lean-to received a single-cell two-and-a-half story addition to the l e f t of 
the chimney late i n the First-Period. The new section to the l e f t acquired an added 
lean-to during the eighteenth century. In the nineteenth or twentieth cen- tury, the 
right two-thirds of the lean-to roof was raised to a shed dormer, and a small 
two-story gabled e l l extended from the right rear. 

MAJOR FIRST-PERIOD FEATURES 

The two phases of the house exhibit two differrait late First Period frame decorative 
schemes. Evidence that the original right first-jiiase had an integral lean-to is 
visib l e on the second floor, v*iere the now cut-off ends of the original rafters are 
s t i l l joined to the extended t i e beams. The 15'6" (deep) x 16' f i r s t - f l o o r right 
room exhibits the pine frame and transverse summer beam typical of Beverly 
First-Period constructicHi. The transverse summer, end g i r t , and comer posts have 
bevel chamfers with taper stops. The front story post has molded jowls and the date 
of "1702" originally carved on the front of the head. The chimney g i r t has been 
replaced, and the large fireplace was altered i n 1937. The altered kitchen retains 
evidence of the original rear end comer post. A neighbor claims that the original 
kitchen l i n t e l i s i n the Metropolitan Museum i n New York; this needs to be verified. 
The right chamber also has bevel chamfers with taper stops on ejqjosed framing 
members. 

Both floors of the second-phase exhibit fine, late transitional, quirk-beaded ejqposed 
framing. The (16' x 16'6") f i r s t - f l o o r l e f t roan has quirk-besded transverse sumner, 
g i r t s , and posts, with sinple raised-field panelling on the fireplace wall v*uch 
could be contemporary with the decorated frame. The l e f t chamber has exposed 
quirk-beaded framing and vertical feather-edged sheathing on the fireplace wall v>*iich 
may be later, as i t s\irrounds a very small fireplace opening. 

In the a t t i c , the original integral lean-to roof has pine principal rafters with four 
purlins. The second pair of rafters i n from the right-end has dove-tail mortises for 
collar beams. The roof pitch i n the original section i s 50 degrees. The roof over 
the added l e f t room also has a 50 degree pitch, but the added lean-to has a different 

pitch visible i n thg ^ ^ t i c a_ 
^nd on the exterior of the house.  

S t a p l e t o I n v e n t o r y form at bottom 
- 1 -
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rv_ vt John 
Property Name: Thorndike House 

Indicate each item on inventory form which is being continued below. 

HISTORICAL INFORMATION 

^ 0 ! ? ° ^ ^ ^ associated after 1760 with Captain Joseph Rea, grandson of the original 
prominent m i l i t i a captain, n«mber of the Coranittee of Correspondence and 

Continental anny who participated i n the 1776 Christmas 

BIBLIOGTJAPHY: 

Stone, Edwin M. Historv of Beverly. Boston: J. Monroe, 1843. 

m ^ t ^ i c S ' ^ i l ^ , "SS"'^ i n the war of Independence." Beverly: Beverly 

- 2 -

Staple to Inventory form at bottoi 
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Continuation Sheet 

Section number Page 
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Name F i r s t Period Buildings of Eastern Massachusetts TR 
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71. Putnam, Deacon Edward, Jr., House 
Entered m 
Hatlonal Register 

72. Putnam, James, Jr., House fintered i n 
Hatlonal Register 
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Attest 

73. Ross Tavern 

74. Sa\ryex House 
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UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE 

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES 
EVALUATION/RETURN SHEET 

REQUESTED ACTION: NOMINATION 

PROPERTY Thorndike, Capt. John, House 
NAME: 

MULTIPLE F i r s t Period Buildings of Eastern Massachusetts TR 
NAME: 

STATE & COUNTY: MASSACHUSETTS, Essex 

DATE RECEIVED: 1/24/90 DATE OF PENDING LIST: 2/07/90 
DATE OF 16TH DAY: 2/2 3/90 DATE OF 45TH DAY: 3/10/90 
DATE OF WEEKLY LIST: 

REFERENCE NUMBER: 90000195 

NOMINATOR: STATE 

REASONS FOR REVIEW: 

APPEAL: N DATA PROBLEM: N LANDSCAPE: N LESS THAN 50 YEARS: N 
OTHER: N PDIL: N PERIOD: N PROGRAM UNAPPROVED: N 
REQUEST: N SAMPLE: N SLR DRAFT: N NATIONAL: N 

COMMENT WAIVER: N 

i^^kCCEPT RETURN REJECT ^ / 9 / f A DATE Entered In tha 

ABSTRACT/SUMMARY COMMENTS: exaco» 

RECOM./CRITERIA_ 
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DATE 

DOCUMENTATION see attached comments Y/N see attached SLR Y/N 



CLASSIFICATION 

count resource type 

STATE/FEDERAL AGENCY CERTIFICATION 

FUNCTION 

h i s t o r i c current 

DESCRIPTION 

arc h i t e c t u r a l c l a s s i f i c a t i o n 
materials 
descriptive text 

SIGNIFICANCE 

Period Areas of Significance—Check and justify below 

Specific dates Builder/Architect 
Statement of Significance (in one paragraph) 

summary paragraph 
completeness 
c l a r i t y 
applicable c r i t e r i a ^ 
just i f i c a t i o n of areas checked 
relating significance to the resource 
context 
relationship of integrity to significance 
j u s t i f i c a t i o n of exception 
other . . . ^ 

BIBLIOGRAPHY 

GEOGRAPHICAL DATA 

acreage verbal boundary description 
UTMs boundary j u s t i f i c a t i o n 

ACCOMPANYING DOCUMENTATION/PRESENTATION 

sketch maps USGS maps photographs presentation 

OTHER COMMENTS 

Questions concerning this nomination may be directed to 

Phone 

Signed \ 





























Please refer to the map in the 

Multiple Property Cover Sheet 

for this property 

Multiple Property Cover Sheet Reference Number: 64000281 


