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S AN F CANCE

The Captain John Thorndi ke House retainsintegrity of location, design, materials and
wor kmanship inits survivng two-pAase First Period frame under Criterion C  The
three-pihase constructionof this eighteenth century structureis typical of the
growt h of many single-cell First-Periodhouses over time. The evidence of a First
Period single-cell integral lean-to house preserved inthe right sectionnay provide
inportant informationon this rarely-surviving early house form under Criterion D
The two schenes of frame decoration inthe two jdiases provide an excellent
illustration of consecutive late First Period decorative techniques.

EXTER GRCESCR PTT ON

The Captain John Thorndi ke House i s a two-and-a-half story, five-bay central chinmey
cl apboarded structure. The original single-cell two- and-a-half story house with
integral lean-to received a single-cell two-and-a-half story additionto the left of
the chimmey late inthe First-Period. The new sectionto the left acquired an added
| ean-to during the eighteenth century. 1In the nineteenth or twentiethcen- tury, the
right two-thirds of the lean-to roof was raised to a shed dormer, and a small
two-story gabled ell extended from the right rear.

MAJIAR H RST- PER D HEATURES

The two phases of the house exhibit two differrait late First Period frame decorative
schenmes. Evidence that the original right first-jiiase had an integral lean-tois
visible on the second floor, v*ierethe now cut-off ends of the original rafters are
still joinedto the extended ti ebeans. The 156" (deep) x 16" first-floor right
roomexhibits the pine frame and transverse sunmer beamtypical of Beverly
First-Period constructicHi . The transverse summer, end girt, and coner posts have
bevel chanfers with taper stops. The front story post has nolded jow s and the date
of "1702" originally carved on the front of the head. The chimey girt has been
replaced, and the large fireplace was altered in 1937. The altered kitchenretains
evi dence of the original rear end comer post. A neighbor clainms that the original
kitchen lintel isinthe Metropolitan Miseumi n New York; this needs to be verified.
The right chanber al so has bevel chanfers with taper stops on ejgjosed framng

nenber s.

Both floors of the second-phase exhibit fine, late transitional, quirk-beaded ej gposed
framng. The (16 x 16'6") first-floor left roan has quirk-besded transverse sumer,
girts, and posts, withsinpleraised-field panellingon the fireplace wall v*uch
could be contenporary with the decorated frame. The |eft chanber has exposed

qui rk-beaded framng and vertical feather-edged sheathing on the fireplace wall v>*iich
nay be later, as i ts\irrounds a very small fireplace opening.

In the attic, the original integral lean-to roof has pine principal rafters with four
purlins. The second pair of rafters infromthe right-endhas dove-tail mortises for
collar beans. The roof pitch inthe original sectionis 50 degrees. The roof over

the added | eft roomalso has a 50 degree pitch, but the added lean-to has a different

pitch visible inthg "tic a_
d on the exterior of the house.

Staple to Inventory form at bottom
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AQl ?2°ANN associated after 1760with Captain Joseph Rea, grandson of the original
prominent militia captain, n«nber of the Coranittee of Correspondence and
Continental anny who participated i nthe 1776 Chri st mas

B BLI GGIIAPHY:

Stone, Edwin M Historv of Beverly. Boston: J. Mnroe, 1843.

mArtricSTAIA, TSST A i nthewar of Independence.” Beverly: Beverly
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