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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (if known) PHYSICAL. APPEARANCE

The Henry J. Alien house is an L-shaped two-story structure 
with a basement. This large "Prairie" style residence designed by 
Frank Lloyd Wright measures approximately 125 feet long east to west 
while the one-story north-south wing is about 90 feet long. There 
is a courtyard on the north side of the main section of the house 
which is enclosed by the building on the south and east, by a garden 
teahouse on the west and by a massive brick wall on the north. 
Designed as a part of the total environment, the courtyard contains 
a rectangular pool and extensive plantings.

The exterior walls are of yellow-buff brick laid with the 
vertical joints cut flush and the horizontal joints deeply raked. 
Ornamental stone trim is used extensively throughout the building, 
especially for column bases, window sill:sr and planter boxes. 
Geometric patterns are prominent on the stone columns. Brick pilas- 
ters are used to separate each window or door opening and provide 
a vertical contrast to the strong horizontal lines of the house.

The roof features broad sweeping overhangs, giving a protec­ 
tive feeling, and shelters the windows below from the sun and rain. 
The roof is a low pitch hip style covered with massive red clay tiles.

All the windows are rectangular and open out as casements. 
The window frames are wood and painted dark brown. Colored glass 
is used decoratively in many of the windows.

Carvings and decorations are continued from room to room and 
area to area.-The tile of the :patio is extended into the long 
living room in the-north-south wing, thus bringing "the outdoors 
into the indoors," which was a novelty at the time the house was built.

The house shows the influence of Japanese design and is regarded 
by some authorities as part of a transitional period while Wright 
was going from~his "Prairi6 House" era to his "Imperial Hotel" style. 
Elements of both are said to show through the Alien house design, 
especially in the low, clean lines and the use of skylights and 
clerestories.

The simple geometry of the building, the sweeping roofline and 
the integrated courtyard make it one of the outstanding twentieth 
century residences in Kansas.

70

C

o



PERIOD (Check One or More as Appropriate)

Q Pre-Columbian ' O 16th Century 

Q 15th Century Q 17th Century

18th Century 

19th Century

20th Century

SPECIFIC DATE(S) (If Applicable and Known) 1917-1919
AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE (Check One or More as Appropriate)

Aboriginal | | Education [ | Political 

| | Engineering 

[ | Industry 

I I Invention

| | Prehistoric

O Historic

PI Agriculture

Kl Architecture

D Art

| | Commerce

[ | Communications

| | Conservation

C2 Landscape

Architecture 

D Literature 

D Military 

| | Music

Q Religion/Phi-

losophy 

0 Science 

Q Sculpture

Q Sociol/Human- 

itorjan

Q Theater

Q] Transportation

Q Urban Planning 

Q Other (Specify)

z 
o

I- 
u
ID 

Of

I-
co

z 

LiJ
LJ

TATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The Henry J. Ailen house in Wichita has the distinction 
of being the jonly residence in Kansas designed by the prominent 
American architect Frank Lionet Wright. Construction of the 
house, which began in 1917 kmd was completed in 1919f was 
supervised by Wright who was in Wichita periodically during 
that time. The structure is considered by some architectural 
historians to be the last of his famous "Prairiel/ Houses." 
Wright also planned the landscaping, furniture and appointments 
for the house. x'

The residence was built for Henry J. Alien, one of Kansas' 
most influential twentieth century statesmen. Besides attain­ 
ing prominence as a journalist and acquiring an interest in 
several major Kansas newspapers, Alien was governor of the 
state from 1919 to"1923 and served as-a United States senator 
in 1929 and 1930. He was also a prominent figure in national 
Republican party affairs.

-'  - 'The Aliens occupied the house until the late 1940's. Later 
it was sold to Edgar H. Adair, a rancher and oil man. After 
Adair's death in 1964, his widow and family continued to live 
in the house until 1970. In April, 1971, the home was purchased 
by Arthur W. Kincade, a prominent Wichita banker, who spared no 
effort or expense to restore the house to its original state.

The Henry J. Alien house merits National Register listing 
because it is the last of Frank Lloyd Wright 1 s "Prairie Houses" 
and because it is the only Wright-designed residence constructed 
in Kansas.
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