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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (if known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The Cabin appears today almost exactly as it did when the
Leadville banker and mining magnate, James V. Dexter built
it in 1879. The Cabin's exterior is constructed of square-
hewn logs, chinked with plaster. Dexter, an ardent sports-
man, utilized the cabin as a hunting lodge.

However, it is the interior of the lodge which draws
interest. If the outside looks ordinary; the inside reflects
what was then the élegant taste of the times. Dexter came
from sea-faring people and this is reflected in the floorlng
of the Cabin which resembles ships' decking with its alternat
light and dark boards. The wall covering is Lincrusta-
Walton, a hand stamped paper board applied to the walls. In
addition, Dexter had a Persian rug; a zinc-lined bathtub,
and hand painted window blinds. In the completely furnished
Cabin, all furniture is of the period; many pieces are the
Dexter originals. The Dexter Cabin has been hailed as

"the only mid-Victorian cabin in America.

Today, the Cabin has been relocated to the property of the
State Historical Society of Colorado which is located at
East Tenth and Harrison Streets. Along with the Healy
House, the Dexter Cabin is open to the public, during
season, free of charge.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

Leadville's history as a mining camp is world known. The
men and families which lived in Leadville made it such.

The Dexter Cabin was built by one such man, James V. Dexter
in 1879. The style and taste of the Cabin reflect one
facet of Leadville's "Elegant Eighties;" that of a wealthy
mining magnate's way of life.

Chief significance of the Cabin lies in its interior
decor. The style is mid-Victorian, a period “Which strove
for the exotic and grandiose; for a multiplicity of
texture, color and pattern.

That an early Leadville business man chose to express this
mid-Victorian elegance within his hunting cabin while
keeping the exterior of the log cabin severe, is itself
an example of the complexity of the period's taste of
decor.

The Cabin today is part of the State Historical Society

of Colorado's regional museum system. Open to the public

free of charge, the Cabin presents an example of Leadville
early development when mining contributed to a large part

of Colorado's growth.
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Vol. XXIII, pp. 4, 28

Colorado Magazine, journal of the State Historical Society,

Healy House and Dexter Cabin, a pamphlet of the State

Historical Society .
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As the designated State Liaison Officer for the Na-
tional Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law

89-665), I hereby nominate this property for inclusion
in the National Register and certify that it has been

evaluated according to the criteria and procedures set
forth by the National Park Service.

level of significance of this nommatlon is:

The recommended

/%f

btepﬁgh H, Hart

State Liaison Officer

I hereby certify that this property is included in the

National Register.

Chief, Office of Archeology and Historic Preservation

AUG 25 1970

Date
ATTEST:
a9 Lnidt
Keeper of Theﬁvtlonal Regxster
Date MAY 23 1970
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