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CONDITION

(Check One) 

Excellent D Good Q Foir D Deterioroted D Ruins D Unexposed

(Check One) 

Altered S Unaltered

(Check One) 

Moved -£] Original Site

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (if known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

Tampa's Circulo Cubano is an impressive structure 
of yellow brick. The building is a full four stories 
in height and occupies one half of a block. A double 
staircase of red tile curves up the main entrance while 
there is a smaller and less impressive entrance beneath 
the stair which leads to the lower level. The main 
entrance is composed of double glass doors with transom 
flanked by engaged columns and topped with a broken pedi­ 
ment. In the entablature are the words CIRCULO CUBANO. 
Above this is a large, arched, stained glass window and 
all of this is flanked by coupled columns of colossal 
size. The wall area to either side of the main entrance 
is broken both vertically and horizontally by bands of 
brick and granite. This treatment creates a series of rn 
advancing and receding planes. The twelve windows m 
located within this area have a fixed pane of glass over 
three smaller hinged sections. A brick and stone balus- 
trade defines a deck at the front of the building. Pro- 
jecting onto this deck is a rectangular room, the walls 
of which are broken by eleven windows. Atop this is a 
pediment, the cornice of which surrounds the entire top 
of the building. There is a secondary balustrade at the 
uppermost portion of the building enclosing another CI 
rooftop deck,

The building is in excellent condition today,
probably due to its constant use and jaaintenance, It o 
is impressive in its sheer size when compared with 
the buildings around it. It dominates the busy corner 
on which it sits, and is one of the finest buildings 
in Ybor City,
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

Circulo Cubano de Tampa was the
such private men's clubs in Ybor City which eyplyed 
out of solid nationalism. This building, completed in 
1,907, served as headquarters of the exclusive club, 
and included a board of directors comprised of the 
most prominent Cuban businessmen in Tampa at the time. 
The Cuban influx to Ybor City was a direct result of the 
establishment of the cigar industry in the area, Typi^ 
cal of other nationalistic settlements in this country, 
the Cuban community in Ybor City retained its customs, 
traditions , and unity which pervaded all facets of the 
Cuban culture.

The club not only provided an elegant gathering 
place for men of affluence and prominence/ but also 
served as a unifying force within the entire community. 
The scene of political and social events, the Circulo 
Qiibano. de Tampa formed the nucleus of Cuban life, and 
established a precedent to be followed in later years 
as other clubs were organized by the German, Spanish, 
and Italian peoples.



Hillsborough County Records, Hillsborough County 
Courthouse, Tampa f Florida, Office of the 
Clerk of the Circuit Court, (Subgroup; 
Resolution accompanying Mortgage; Mortgage 
Book. 7, p. 154) .
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LATITUDE AND LONGITUDE COORDINATES 
) DEFINING THE CENTER POINT OF A PROPERTY 
- OF LESS THAN TEN ACRES

LATITUDE LONGITUDE

Degrees Minutes Seconds Degrees Minutes Seconds

N27 ° 57 ' 3Sf W82° 26 ' 42"
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Diane D. Greer f Historic Sites Spenisiipt *
ORGANIZATION DATE

Division of Archives, History r & Rerrorrip Mgrat . February 19'
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Department of State ~ Th^ rap i-r»i
CITY OR TOWN:

Tallahassee
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As the designated State Liaison Officer for the Na­ 
tional Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law 
89-665), I hereby nominate this property for inclusion 
in the National Register and certify that it has been 
evaluated according to the criteria and procedures set 
forth by the National Park Service. The recommended 
level of significance of this nomination is: 

National C2iy State | | Local [&

Title State Liaison Officer

DaK May 15, 1972

STATE CODE
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I hereby certify that this property is included in the 

National Register.
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Chief, Office of Archeology andlfstoric Preservation

Date ti/xf>^
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SOURCE:

USGS Tampa Quadrangle
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TO BE INCLUDED ON ALL MAPS

1. Property broundaries where required.

2. North arrow.

3. Latitude and longitude reference.
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