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COMMON:
| Sawyer Bui | di ng”
AND/OR msTORic . . . . .
Youth's Gonpani on Building (use for publication)
2. LOCATION
STREET ANCINUMBER:

140- 144 Berkel ey Street and 195217 Gl untus  Avenue

CITY OR TOWN: CONGRESSIONAL DISTRICT:

Boston 9th
STATE CoDE COUNTY: CODE
Massachusetts 025 Suffolk 025
CLASSfFICATION
CATEGORY ACCESSIBLE
OWNERSHIP STATUS
(Check One) TO THE PUBLIC
District n Building Public Public Acquisition: IX] Occupied Yes:
Site Structure H Private I | In Process lH Unoccupied Restricted
Object Both [ | Being Considered | | Preservation work ° Unrestricted
in progresr . No
PRESENT USE (Check One or More as Appropriate)
I | Agricultural I | Government Park | 1 Transpor \ A {Juriitments
1 I,Commercial I 1 Industrial I | Private Residence Other /s”1'ty) A’ "V g
PCl Educational Military I | Religious I
I | Entertainment ' | Museum 1 | Scientific
14, OWNER OF PROPERTY ‘
JOWNER'S NAWE: . . . NATIONAL A
Black and Wiite Taxi Service @, REGISTER /V .,
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n
209 @l unbus Avenue
CITY OR TOWN: (tI
Boston Massachusett s 025
5. UOCATtON OF LEGAL PESCRIPTION
ACOURTHOUSE, REGISTRY OF DEEDS, ETC: t/5
Registry of Deeds
STREET AND NUMBER:
Suffolk County Gourt House
CITY OR TOWN:
Boston Massachusett s
'gI[r?RIESgNtATION |N gXISTING SURVEYS
TITLE OF SURVEY:
(1) South Gwve Uban Renevdl Plan - R92/R213: Table B G7
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DEPOSITORY FOR SURVEY RECORDS:
Boston Redevelopment Authority
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7.

DESCRIPTION

(Check  One)
I | Excellent B Good Q Fair . Deteriorated . Ruins o Unexposed
CONDITION
(Check One) (Check One)

}f]1 Altered . Unaltered n Moved K] Original Site

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (if known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The Youth's Gonpanion Building, abrick andred sandstone structure, is
a nodi fi ed R chardson Ro“nesque 0™ “bfock al nost rectangular inshape wth a
flat roof. It isanassive five _storE/ bl ock with a strong symetrical desigr
that i s generated by bal anced horizontal and vertical enp)%ases. The nonunent al
central portal has a recessed entranceway beneath wde coffered span of the
Syrian archj. ~thewall surfaceisinscribed by arectitlinear frane -
the entire portal inspired by Louis Sullivan's Chicago exanples. A one stor)
replica i srepeated i nsnaller scalefor the Berkel ey Street entrance. The
five floors are treated as individual |ayers except for thethird andfourth
floors which are unified; each layer is separated by an ornanental protrudinc
stringcourse and has its own type wrjdons. The wndows are grouped i n bays,
seven on the nain facade and three oi'vside facade with the |argest nunter  of
w ndows i nthe center bay and "emex inthe corner bays. The ret an%ul ajr
w ndows are umfprmkl proportioned. Eachwndowisdivided inthirds, the
upper third is bisected by a narrow mull ion and i s separated by an i nmobile
upper transom which intotal provides adelicate horizontal enphasis.
lower two thirds i s anovable, oneover one doubl e hung sash.

on

3 3

The horizontality of the floor layers iscounter bal anced by vertical
arrangenent of the wndow bays that alternate with unadorned piers. The thirjd
and fourth story wndow bays forman arcade of round-headed arches nount ed
on clusters of “slender g&gaged col onettes which reinforce the upward thrust.

The corners are enphasi zed by broad arched ground floor w ndows (repeating TO
the entrance portal notif) and by the subtle protrusion of the entire corner- cz
piers andwndowbay. Vv i n

The ground floor is snooth red sandstone, and the upper floors are reddish H
buff brick. The sandstone, largely quarried in Lorgneaaoﬁm Massachusetts, 1S
repeated i nthe carved ornanentationwhich i slimted tostringcourses, archgd o
portals, andspandrels. The spandrels have an extrenely lowrelief foliate
attern bordered b?/ Fonanesque noul dings and i nposts. Dressed brick i sused 2
or thethird andfourth story colonettes and architraves onall the wndows
Li kew se, dressed brick that creates a sawtooth pattern franes each w ndow
bay and unifies the entire design. The nain Portal I sthree coffers w de,
and the t?/np)amml S penetratedgy geonetrical ly shaped single |ights. Ur
fortunately, the nane of the original publishing house. Perry Mson Publishin|g
@., incised onthe extrados has been covered by wooden pi eces. H anking
this portal are tw date panels, "1891" onthe right facing theentrance
date of constructmnl) and "1827" onthe left (date of founding of publication).

pouts are concealed inthe walls and drain out through Iion heads beside
the entrance. :

[o* e

The interior supports of the building are ofjcasj: irbri. Thirty-seven
hundred Maine spruce trees were placed upside down ulrider the building; iron
piers were fastened to granite blocks placedamonythe trees before the foundati©n
of granite and stone was laid. They reach the roof, making all the columns
in the building in alignment. il Vi
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SIGNIFICANCE
PERIOD (Check One or More as Appropriate)

Pre-Columbian 1 e 16th Century «  18th Century *  20th Century
15th Century . 17th Century 19th Century
SPECIFIC DATE(S) (Il Applicable and Known) 1890-~1 892
AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE fChecJt One or More as Appropriate)
Abor iginal [y Education P Political (i .Urban Planning

I | Prehistoric r~I Engineering ,n  Religi<jn/PKi-.-. Other (Specify)
«''n Historic’ ' I | industry . losophy
'Agriculture « I 1 Invention [7J Science
E Architecture I | Landscape n Sculpture
Art " Architecture rX Social/Human-
-\ Commerce fxl Literature itarian
y~I Communications . Military Q Theater

r~| Conservation . Music ri] * Transportatidn

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The Youth's Gonpani on Building was started i n 1890 and was conpl eted i n
1892 and was percei ved as a nonunent, an advertisenment, awarranty of the
character of tRe owner, t"o. Perry Mson Bafelishing Gonpany. |t was
designed by Wlliam Gunmang® R chardson ad® vy W H) !>»el, two Boston
archrtects wo al so desigrred Christ Church i n Andover, "Massachusetts, t he
Latin Sckool i n Ganforidge, Massachusetts, and the Exeter Street Theatre in
Boston, inaddition to several schools in Newon. The building takes the
nanner of Henry Hbbson R chardson and nodifies it into sonething that approdches
the style of Louis Sullivan's Chicago Auditorium and S ock Exchange.

The building's location i nBack Bay, then the "new area of Bostom™ within
wal ki ng distance of Back Bay Station, was convenient|y located near the
busi ness center and accessible for easy contacts. @l unbus Arenue had been
recently constructed and was one of thé broadest streets inBoston. At the
time of its construction, the Youth's QGonpani on Building was |arger than an)
other building near it; five stories above the basenent and 92 feet high
fromthe sidewal k to balustrade. [t isdescribedinKkngs Hwto See Bostdn
as an i nmense and i npressi ve brownstone bui | di ng, one of the nany rra?nm cei ft
bw I dings al ong @l unus Avenue, one of the nost promnent thoroughfaresin
the city. . t-

Tre firm awarded the building contract to Norcro” Brothers of Vrcester
Massachusetts, the firmwhich was responsible for the building of Trinity
Church anang nanly other commercia buildings throughout the Gty. Norcross
invented the flat-slab construction of reinforced concrete, used slabs of
granite, andexperinented i nthe use of sandstone. Fiske, @lenan, and Q.
of Boston was responsible for the design of the 426 differenl /" patterns and
moul di ngs used i nthe ornamentation.

The Youth's Conpani on Building was owed by Dani AfASharp Ford, publisher
and owner of the Youth's Conpani on, a weekly, illu*rated periodical for
young peopl e which woul d interest themand at the sane tine direct their
attention tothe beautiesof Christian character, the val ue of education,
and the inportance of industry, thrift, and upright |IVIn%. It was founded
in 1827 and had anong its contributors virtually every noted author of the
day. |t was the forenost |iterary paper of its timewth acirculation
exceedi ng 540, 000 copies. It ceased publication in 1929 at which date it
vas absorbed by Anerican Boy.
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tional Historic Preservation Actof 1966 (PublicL aw
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Form 10-300a UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR STATE
(July 1969) NATIONAL PARK SERVICE msachuset t S
NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES COENH 'k
urto
INVENTORY « NOMINATION FORM FOR NS LEE QLY
(Continuation Sheet) ENTRY NUMBER PATE
CiVumber all  entries) . .AY 2 . m
4 EEPTON Yout h' s Gonpani on Bui | ding, Bos tor

The building's interior has been altered on the interior tosone degree.
In addition t othese changes, projecting shop w ndows were constructed on the

side facing (olunbus Avenue. A brownstone parapet was substituted for the
original balustraded cornice, and in 1953 the parapet was repaired by renoving

the architectural terra-cotta and replacing it with cut stone and brick.

#. STAIENENT - 9 OGN H CANCE

The Youth's Conpanion Building was also the birthplace of the P edge
«of Allegiance. | twas written, printed for the first time, and popularized
around the United States in 1892 t o conmenorate the 400th Anniversary of

@l unbus i n Aneri ca.
# BEXSIINGIRES ,

(2) Inventory of Historic Assets of the Commonwealth of Massachusetts

N

State Survey
Depository: Massachusetts Historical Commission (617) 727-8470
Address: 40 Beacon Street, Boston, MA
Code:025 -
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Form 10-301 UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR STATE

(July 1969) NATIONAL PARK SERVICE Massachusetts
NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES COUNTY
Suffolk
PROPERTY MAP FORM FOR NPS USE ONLY
(Type all entries - attach to or enclose with map) ENTRY NUMBER DATE
AY 2 1M

1. NAME

GOVWN  Sawvsr Building

AND/OR HISTORIC; Youth's O)npa]’“ on Bui | di ng
2. LOCATION

STREET AND NUM BER:

140 144 Berkeley Street and 195-217 Columbus Ave -

CITY OR TOWN:

Boston
Massachusetts 025 Suffolk A 025
3. MAP REFERENCe
IBS 7.5 Series, Boston South Quadrangl e RrmvFn %
1:24,000 ]
1970 wirr
4. REQUIREMENTS NATIONAL

TO BE INCLUDED ON ALL MAPS
1. Property broundarles wher?; required.
2. North arrow.
3. Latitude and longitude reference.












Form 10-301 UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR
(July 1969) NATIONAL PARK SERVICE

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES
PROPERTY MAP FORM

(Type all entries - attach to or enclose with map)

Z jr. NAME
O [COMMON: Sawyer Building

— [AND/OR HISTORIC: Youth' s Companion Building
|_ [2.; LDCATtON"

STREET AND NUM BER:

STATE

Massachuset t s

COUNTY

Suffol k
FOR NPS LEE O\LY

ENTRY NUMBER DATE

140- 144 Berkel ey Street and 195-217 Gl unbus Avenue

CITY OR TOWN:

m Boston
Massachuset t s Suffolk)}
2 3 MAP REFERENCE
Boston Redevel opnent  Aut hority
HI SCALE 1" = 100
U June 1965

4i REQUIREMENTS
TO BE INCLUDED ON ALL MAPS
1. Property broundarles where required.
2. North arrow.
3. Latitude ond longitude reference.



ENTRIES IN THE NATIONAL REGISTKR

KASSACIIUSEITS

STATE
Date Entered

Nare
Thft Staatsshlp KOSSILA

Clipp Bousrea

Savyg Building J

King's CUap«i Burying Ground

Court Squars Blstorie District

Wy 2 187

L ocation
Hancuck «t

SIA&tucket County

Boston (Dorchest«r)

Boston
Suffolk County

..S.aekonk

Bristol CountT

Boston
Suffolk County

Springfield
liaaspdea County

Also Notified Ststo Historic rreservAtion Officer

Hon*~ -Edirard W, Brooka Eon.
Hon. Edwaia ilo Kacnftay

Hon. G«rry B* Studds
Hoa. John J. Mo*kley
HOB. H«rr«r*t H, F.#ckisr

Uon. £dv{»rd ?e "olaad
Boaional Dlrsetor, Korth
Atlantic kegion

I[PR - M M ott/raw 5/3/74

Johu F.Xc¢ OarorcR

Secretary cf the CoicKionwealth

Ch&iraao* K««saehu8atts iiistorlc& 1
Cosaiaiseioe

40 £eACOQ St.

Boston*

Hassachusetts 02108



