
Form 10-300 U N I T E D S T A T E S D E P A R T M E N T OF T H E I N T E R I O R 
( R e v . 6-72) N A T I O N A L P A R K S E R V I C E 

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES 
INVENTORY - NOMINATION FORM 

(Type all entries complete applicable sections) 

C O U N T Y : 
Massachusetts 

Suffolk 
FOR NPS USE O N L Y 

E N T R Y D A T E 

•AY 2 W4 

C O M M O N : 

/Sawyer Building^ 
A N D / O R m s T O R i c 

Youth's Companion Building (use for publication) 
2. LOCATION 

S T R E E T A N C I N U M B E R : 

140-144 Berkeley Street and 195-217 Columbus Avenue 
C I T Y O R T O W N : 

Boston 
C O N G R E S S I O N A L D I S T R I C T : 

9th 
S T A T E 

Massachusetts 
C O D E C O U N T Y : 

Suffolk 
C O D E 

S T A T E 

Massachusetts 025 
C O U N T Y : 

Suffolk 025 
CLASSfFICATION 

CATEGORY 

(Check One) 
OWNERSHIP S T A T U S 

A C C E S S I B L E 

T O T H E P U B L I C 

• D i s t r i c t ^ B u i l d i n g 

• Si te • S t ruc tu re 

• O b j e c t 

• P u b l i c 

H P r i v a t e 

• Bo th 

P u b l i c A c q u i s i t i o n : 

I I In P rocess 

[ I B e i n g Cons ide red 

IX] Occup ied 

[/H U n o c c u p i e d 

I I P r e s e r v a t i o n work 

i n p r o g r e s r 

Y e s : 

R e s t r i c t e d 

• U n r e s t r i c t e d 

• No 

PRESENT USE (Check One or More as Appropriate) 

\ ^ { J u ^ i i t m e n t s 

'• 
I I A g r i c u l t u r a l 

1 I ,Commerc ia I 

PCI E d u c a t i o n a l 

I I En te r ta inment 

I I Government 

I I I ndus t r i a l 

• M i l i t a r y 

! I Museum 

• Park 

I I P r i v a t e Res idence 

I I R e l i g i o u s 

1 I S c i e n t i f i c 

I 1 T r a n s p o r 

• Other / s ^ l ' t y ) • A ' ' " V ./ . 44 

!4 . OWNER OF PROPERTY 
j OWNER'S N A M E : 

Black and White Taxi Service Co, 
t o 

n 
S T R E E T A N D N U M B E R : 

209 Columbus Avenue 

NATIONAL ^  
REGISTER / V 

C I T Y O R T O W N : 

Boston Massachusetts 025 
(tl 

5. UOCATtON OF LEGAL PESCRIPTION 
^ C O U R T H O U S E , R E G I S T R Y O F D E E D S , E T C : 

Registry of Deeds 
t/5 n 

O 
c 
z 

S T R E E T A N D N U M B E R : 

Suffolk County Court House 
C I T Y O R T O W N : 

Boston 
'g|r?RJESgNtATION |N gXISTING SURVEYS 

Massachusetts 

T I T L E O F S U R V E Y : 

(1) South Cove Urban Renewal Plan - R-92/R-213: Table B; C-7 
D A T E O F S U R V E Y ; I 1 Fede ra l • State • Coun ty L o c a l 

D E P O S I T O R Y F O R S U R V E Y R E C O R D S : 

Boston Redevelopment Authority 
S T R E E T A N D N U M B E R : 

Boston City Hall 
C I T Y O R T O W N : S T A T E : 

Massachusetts 
C O D E 

Boston 

S T A T E : 

Massachusetts 02b 

1 
o 
Z 
"0 

c 
m 

O 



7 . D E S C R I P T I O N 

C O N D I T I O N 

(Check One) 

I I E x c e l l e n t B Good Q Fa i r • De te r i o ra ted • Ru ins O Unexposed 

( C h e c k One) 

} f ] A l t e r e d • Una l t e red 

( C h e c k One) 

n Moved K ] O r i g i n a l Site 

D E S C R I B E T H E P R E S E N T A N D O R I G I N A L ( i f k n o w n ) P H Y S I C A L A P P E A R A N C E 

The Youth's Companion Building, a brick and red sandstone structure, is 
a modified Richardson Rô nesque ô '̂ bfock almost rectangular in shape with a 
flat roof. I t is a massive five story block with a strong symmetrical desigr 
that is generated by balanced horizontal and vertical emphases. The monumental 
central portal has a recessed entranceway beneath wide coffered span of the 
Syrian archj. t h e wall surface is inscribed by a rectitlinear frame -
the entire portal inspired by Louis Sullivan's Chicago examples. A one stor) 
replica is repeated in smaller scale for the Berkeley Street entrance. The 
five floors are treated as individual layers except for the third and fourth 
floors which are unified; each layer is separated by an ornamental protrudinc 
stringcourse and has its own type wirjdows. The windows are grouped in bays, 
seven on the main facade and three oivside facade with the largest number of 
windows in the center bay and êcoeix in the corner bays. The retangulajr 
windows are uniformly proportioned. Each window is divided in thirds; the 
upper third is bisected by a narrow mull ion and is separated by an immobile 
upper transom, which in total provides a delicate horizontal emphasis. The 
lower two thirds is a movable, one over one double hung sash. 

The horizontality of the floor layers is counter balanced by vertical 
arrangement of the window bays that alternate with unadorned piers. The thirjd 
and fourth story window bays form an arcade of round-headed arches mounted 
on clusters of slender engaged colonettes which reinforce the upward thrust. 
The corners are emphasized by broad arched ground floor windows (repeating 
the entrance portal motif) and by the subtle protrusion of the entire corner-
piers and window bay. v i 
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The ground floor is smooth red sandstone, and the upper floors are reddish 
buff brick. The sandstone, largely quarried in Longmeadow, Massachusetts, is 
repeated in the carved ornamentation which is limited to stringcourses, archejd 
portals, and spandrels. The spandrels have an extremely low relief foliate 
pattern bordered by Romanesque mouldings and imposts. Dressed brick is used 
for the third and fourth story colonettes and architraves on all the windows 
Likewise, dressed brick that creates a sawtooth pattern frames each window 
bay and unifies the entire design. The main portal is three coffers wide, 
and the tympanum is penetrated by geometrically shaped single lights. Un­
fortunately, the name of the original publishing house. Perry Mason Publishin|g 
Co., incised on the extrados has been covered by wooden pieces. Flanking 
this portal are two date panels, "1891" on the right facing the entrance 
(date of construction) and "1827" on the left (date of founding of publication). 
Downspouts are concealed in the walls and drain out through lion heads beside 
the entrance. . 

r * • 
The interior supports of the building are of jcasj: irbri. Thirty-seven 

hundred Maine spruce trees were placed upside down ulrider the building; iron 
piers were fastened to granite blocks placedamonythe trees before the foundati 
of granite and stone was laid. They reach the roof, making all the columns 
in the building in alignment. 
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SIGNIFICANCE 

PERIOD (Check One or More as Appropriate) 

• P r e - C o l u m b i a n 1 • 16th Century 

• 15th Centu ry • 17th Century 

• 18th Century 

19th Century 

• 20th Century 

S P E C I F I C D A T E ( S ) ( I I A p p l i c a b l e a n d K n o w n ) 1 8 9 0 - ^ 1 8 9 2 

AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE fChecJt One or More as Appropriate) 

Abor i g i na l 

I I P r e h i s t o r i c 

• ' n H i s t o r i c ' ' 

' ' A g r i c u l t u r e • 

E A r c h i t e c t u r e 

• • Art ' ' ' 

'̂ ~\ Commerce 

y~l Commun ica t i ons 

r~| C o n s e r v a t i o n 

[y^ Educa t i on 

r~l Eng inee r i ng 

I I i ndus t r y . . 

I 1 I nven t i on 

I I L a n d s c a p e 

A r c h i t e c t u r e 

f x l L i t e r a t u r e 

• M i l i t a r y 

• Mus ic 

P P o l i t i c a l 

, n Rel ig i< jn /PKi - . - . 

losophy 

[7J Sc ience 

n Sculp ture 

r X S o c i a l / H u m a n ­

i t a r i an 

Q Thea te r 

r i ] * T ranspo r t a t i dn 

( i .Urban Planning 

• Other (Specify) 

S T A T E M E N T O F S I G N I F I C A N C E 

The Youth's Companion Building was started in 1890 and was completed in 
1892 and was perceived as a monument, an advertisement, a warranty of the 

character of tFie owner, t̂ o. Perry Mason Pjafelishing Company. I t was 
designed by William Cumminq̂  Richardson and̂'̂ Ĥenry W. Ha)!»well, two Boston 
architects who also desigrred Christ Church in Andover,̂ Massachusetts, the 
Latin ScKool in Cambridge, Massachusetts, and the Exeter Street Theatre in 
Boston, in addition to several schools in Newton. The building takes the 
manner of Henry Hobson Richardson and modifies i t into something that appro4ches 
the style of Louis Sullivan's Chicago Auditorium and Stock Exchange. 

The building's location in Back Bay, then the "new" area of Boston;̂  within  
walking distance of Back Bay Station, was conveniently located near the  
business center and accessible for easy contacts. Columbus Avenue had been  
recently constructed and was one of the broadest streets in Boston. At the  
time of its construction, the Youth's Companion Building was larger than an)  
other building near i t ; five stories above the basement and 92 feet high  
from the sidewalk to balustrade. I t is described in King's How to See Bostdn 
as an immense and impressive brownstone building, one of the many magnificeift 
buildings along Columbus Avenue, one of the most prominent thoroughfares in 
the city. . t-

The firm awarded the building contract to Norcro^ Brothers of Worcester 
Massachusetts, the firm which was responsible for the building of Trinity 
Church among many other commercial buildings throughout the City. Norcross 
invented the flat-slab construction of reinforced concrete, used slabs of 
granite, and experimented in the use of sandstone. Fiske, Coleman, and Co. 
of Boston was responsible for the design of the 426 differenl/^'patterns and 
mouldings used in the ornamentation. 

The Youth's Companion Building was owned by Dani^f^Sharp Ford, publisher 
and owner of the Youth's Companion, a weekly, illu^rated periodical for 
young people which would interest them and at the same time direct their 
attention to the beauties of Christian character, the value of education, 
and the importance of industry, t h r i f t , and upright living. I t was founded 
in 1827 and had among its contributors virtually every noted author of the 
day. It was the foremost literary paper of its time with a circulation 
exceeding 540,000 copies. I t ceased publication in 1929 at which date i t 
was absorbed by American Boy. 



9. MAJOR BIBLIOGRAPHICAL REFERENCES 

Boston Evening Transcript, "One Hundred Years of the Youth's Companion" 
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OeOGRAPHtCAL DATA 
L A T I T U D E A N D L O N G I T U D E C O O R D I N A T E S 

D E F I N I N G A R E C T A N G L E L O C A T I N G T H E P R O ° E R T Y 0 

C O R N E R 

NW 

NE 

SE 
SW 

L A T I T U D E 

Degrees M inu tes Seconds 

L O N Gl T U D E 

Degrees M inu tes Seconds 

L ^ T I T U n F A N D L O M G I " ^ ^ J D E C O O R D I N A T E S 

D E F I N I N G T H t i C L N T ^ i R P O I N T O F A P R O P E R T Y 

O F L E S S T H A N T E N A C R E S 

L A T I T U D E 

Degrees M inu tes Seconds 

42 ° 20 • 54.63 

L O N G l T U D E 

Degrees M inu tes Seconds 

71 ° 04 '22.30" 

APPROXIMATE ACREAGE OF NOMINATED P R O P E R T Y : .^g^_.e4j_ ^gU I ' e - f g g l r / UM - t L t ^ CUlU 

I L I S T A L L S T A T E S A N D C O U N T I E S F O R P R O P E R T I E S O V E R L A P P I N G S T A T E O R C O U N T Y B O U N D A R I E S 

COUNTY 

COUNTY: 

COUNTY: 

FORM PREPARED BY 
N A M E A N D T I T L E : 

Elizabeth Amadon, Survey Director by Boston Landmarks Commission 
ORG ANI Z A Tl ON 

Massachusetts Historical Commission 
STREET AND NUMBER: 

40 Beacon Street 

(617) 727-8470 December, 1973 

C I T Y O R T O W N : 

Boston 
12. STATE L I A I S O N O F F I C E R CfeRTIPICAllON 

As the designated State Liaison Officer for the Na­

tional Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law 

89-665), I hereby nominate this property for inclusion 

in the National Register and certify that i t has been 

evaluated according to the c-iteria and procedures set 

forth by the National Park Service. The recommended 

level of significance of this nomination is: 

tional • State • Local | 3 

Name 

Ti t l e 

lorable John F.X.Davoren 
Secretary of the Commonwealth 
'e 

* Chairman,Massachusetts Historical 

Date 

Commission 

Massachusetts 
NATIONAL REGISTER VERIFICATION 

I hereby certify that this property is included in the 

National Register, - „. .. , .. 

Director, Office of Archeology and Historic Preservation 

Date 
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Date 
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Form 10-300a 
(July 1969) 

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE 

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES 

INVENTORY • NOMINATION FORM 

(Continuation Sheet) 

S T A T E 

Massachusetts 
COUNTY 

Suffolk 
FOR NPS USE ONLY 

ENTRY NUMBER D A T E 

•AY 2 m 
CiVumber all entries) 

#7. DESCRIPTION Youth's Companion Building, Bos tor 

The building's interior has been altered on the interior to some degree. 
In addition to these changes, projecting shop windows were constructed on the 
side facing Columbus Avenue. A brownstone parapet was substituted for the 
original balustraded cornice, and in 1953 the parapet was repaired by removing 
the architectural terra-cotta and replacing i t with cut stone and brick. 

#8. STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

The Youth's Companion Building was also the birthplace of the Pledge 
•of Allegiance. I t was written, printed for the f i r s t time, and popularized 
around the United States in 1892 to commemorate the 400th Anniversary of 
Columbus in America. 

(2) 

#6 EXISTING SURVEYS , ̂  

Inventory of H is to r i c Assets of the Commonwealth o f Massachusetts 
State Survey 
Depository: Massachusetts H is to r ica l Commission (617) 727-8470 
Address: 40 Beacon St reet , Boston, MA 
Code:025 -

.... ir.. .V ••• »"t' •(>•'•*' 'OlS-> 

GPO 9 2 1 . 7 24 



PROPERTY K ' < A J [ J , C * ^ \ ^ STATE 

WORKING NUMBER ^/ ^7 4// 5^/ ^ 

TECH REVIEW J , 
PHOTOS / 

MAPS 
v' • 

CONTROL REVIEW ^^^^^ V^.^.^^^^ 

/J 
HISTORIAN _Q 

ARCHITECTURAL HISTORIAN ̂ / . . ^ ̂ 7 . ̂ ^ £ . 9 ^ . 2 ^ > K . U ^ / ^ T ^ ^ r 

ARCHEOLOGIST 

REVIEW UNIT CHIEF ^CC^^^ 

BRANCH CHIEF . . . -TA-*^"^^ 

•-• "" •••..,• d^^^.'^'f^ 

KEEPER , |. 

• /-.r-: •• 4 
National Register Write-up 

Federal Register entry ^j^'^^^'-v^ 1^1^ 

Send-back 

Re-submit. 

Entered 
MAY 2 W 

I N T - t 5 3 8 - 7 3 



PROBLEM DESCRIPTION SHEET 

Describe Problem 

Resource Name 

jh Data Collector's Surname 

Federal Register List 3 / ^ 1 3 

Toi^^s Date 3 1 ^ ^ 1 ^ . ^ 

Cert. Date 

1^ 

5 ' '^i 

Team Leader Date / / N R Staff Date / 

F i l l out In duplicate and place one copy with the nomination In the problem box, and the other In the weekly 
production folder. 

08/14/84 
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Form 10-301 UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 
(July 1969) NATIONAL PARK SERVICE 

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES 

PROPERTY MAP FORM 

(Type all entries - attach to or enclose with map) 

1. NAME 

S T A T E 

Massachusetts 
C O U N T Y 

Suffo lk 
FOR NPS USE ONLY 

E N T R Y N U M B E R D A T E 

•AY 2 19M 

COMMON: Sawvsr Bui lding 
A N D / O R H I S T O R I C ; Youth's Companion Building 

2. LOCATiON 

u 
S T R E E T A N D N U M B E R : 

u 
140_144 Berkeley Street and 195-217 Columbus Ave —— 

ZD C I T Y O R T O W N : 

0£. Boston 
H S T A T E : C O D E C O U N T Y : C O D E 

Massachusetts 025 Suffolk ^ 025 
3. MAP REFERENCe 

S O U R C E : 

USGS 7.5' Series, Boston South Quadrangle RrmvFn % 
UJ 

LU 

1:24,000 
wirr 1970 

4. REQUIREMENTS NATIONAI. 
T O B E I N C L U D E D O N A L L M A P S 

1. Proper ty broundarles wher^; requ i red. 

2. Nor th arrow. 

3. La t i t ude and longi tude re ference. 
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Form 10-301 UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 
(July 1969) NATIONAL PARK SERVICE 

NATIONAL R E G I S T E R OF HISTORIC P L A C E S 

PROPERTY MAP FORM 

(Type all entries - attach to or enclose with map) 

S T A T E 

Massachusetts 
COUNTY 

Suffolk 
FOR NPS USE ONLY 

ENTRY NUMBER DATE 

Z jr. NAME 

O [COMMON: Sawyer Building 
— |AND/OR HISTORIC: Youth' s Companion Building 
|_ [2.; LDCATtON" 

S T R E E T A N D N U M B E R : 

140-144 Berkeley Street and 195-217 Columbus Avenue 

m 

z 

HI 

lU 

C I T Y O R T O W N : 

Boston 

Massachusetts 
C O U N T Y : 

Suffolk)} 
3 MAP REFERENCE 

S O U R C E : 

Boston Redevelopment Authority 
SCALE: 1" = 100' 

June 1965 
4i REQUIREMENTS 

T O B E I N C L U D E D O N A L L M A P S 

1. Proper ty broundarles where requ i red . 

2. Nor th ar row. 

3. La t i t ude ond longi tude re ference. 



I. 
ENTRIES IN THE NATIONAL REGISTKR 

KASSACliUSEITS 
STATE 

Date Entered *WY 2 137̂  

Neune 
Thft Staatsshlp KOSSliLA 

C l i p p Bousrea 

Location 
H a n c u c k « t 
SlA&tucket County 

Boston ( D o r c h e s t « r ) 

S a v y g B u i l d i n g J Boston 

K i n g ' s CUap«i Bury ing Ground 

Court Squars B l s t o r i e D i s t r i c t 

S u f f o l k County 

..S.aekonk 
B r i s t o l CountT 

Boston 
S u f f o l k County 

S p r i n g f i e l d 
liaaspdea County 

Also Notified S t s t o H i s t o r i c r r e s e r v A t i o n O f f i c e r 
Hon*̂  -Edirard W, Brooka 

Hon. Edwaia ilo Kacnftay 
Hon. G«rry B* Studds 
Hoa. John J . Mo*kle.y 
H O B . H « r r « r * t H, F .#ckisr 
Uon. £dv{»rd ? • ^olaad 

B o a i o n a l D l r s e t o r , Korth 
A t l a n t i c kegion 

I P R - MMott/raw 5/3 /74 

Eon. Johu F . X c OarorcR 
S e c r e t a r y c f the CoicKionwealth 
Ch&iraao* K « « s a e h u 8 a t t s i i i s t o r l c & 1 

Cosaiaiseioe 
40 £eACOQ S t . 
Boston* H a s s a c h u s e t t s 02108 


