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Town Worcester 

Address 17 Pond s t r e e t 

Historic Nane James McPartland 

Three-Decker 

Use: Present r e s i d e n t i a l 

Original r e s i d e n t i a l 

DESCRIPTION 

Date ca. 188 8 

Source v/orcester House D i r e c t o r v 

Style Queen Anne s t v l e Three-Decker 

Architect unknown 

Exterior Hall Fabric wood clapboard and 
sh ingle 

Outbuildings none 

Major Alterations (with dates) porch 

r e b u i l t , e a r l y 20th century 

Condition f a i r , - some t r i m l o s t ; two 

windows enclosed 

Moved Date 

Acreage less than 1/4 acre 

Setting mixed urban m u l t i - f a m i l v . 

r e s i d e n t i a l , commercial , and l i g h t 

i n d u s t r i a l area; i n a row of l a t e 

19th cen tury three-deckers . 

Recorded by ^'Cntine Jordan 

Organization Clark U n i v e r s i t y 

Date February 19 81 

Revised f o r MHC by Michael S t e i n i t z - 1 2 / J 



NATIONAL REGISTER CRITERIA STATEMENT ( i f applicable) 

The James McPartland Three-Decker possesses i n t e g r i t y of l o c a t i o n , design, 
s e t t i n g , m a t e r i a l s , workmanship, f e e l i n g and a s s o c i a t i o n . I t i s s i g n i f i c a n t 
as a r a r e , s u r v i v i n g r e p r e s e n t a t i v e residence i n the Green Street neighborhood, 
one of the o r i g i n a l core areas of Worcester's East Side I r i s h corrumunity. 
I t i s also the best preserved three-decker i n t h i s area, a very e a r l y Queen 
Anne s t y l e example notable f o r i t s f i n e d e t a i l s . The McPartland Three-Decker 
thus meets c r i t e r i a A and C of the National Register of H i s t o r i c Places on 
the l o c a l l e v e l , 

ARCHITECTURAL SIGNIFICANCE Describe important architectural features and evaluate in terms of 
other buildings within the community. * 

A r c h i t e c t u r a l l y , 17 Pond Street i s an..unusual s u r v i v a l , and. a rem.arkably w e l l -
d e t a i l e d house, r e p r e s e n t a t i v e of the e a r l i e s t forms of Queen ^nne s t y l e 
three-decker b u i l t on Worcester's East Side. The house has the c h a r a c t e r i s t i c 
s i d e - h a l l plan w i t h s i d e - w a l l j o g , and a h i p roof w i t h unusually ornate, 
decorative brackets and paired corner brackets i n the cornice overhang. The 
house i s clad i n wood clapboard and shi n g l e . The asymmetrical main facade 
has an e n t r y bay w i t h a double-leaf panelled door. A t h r e e - t i e r porch 
supported by square posts appears to be an e a r l y 20th century replacement. 
The porch i s flanked by a p r o j e c t i n g , t h r e e - s t c r y bay window. Windows have' 
1/1 and 2/2 sash, w i t h bracketed caps. 

HISTORICAL SIGNIFICANCE Explain the role owners played in local or state history and how the 
building relates to the development of the comaunity. 

The McPartland Three-Decker was b u i l t ca. 1888 i n the es t a b l i s h e d I r i s h , 
working-class neighborhood that was located along the Green Street c o r r i d o r , 
at the edge of downtown Worcester. Well developed as a m u l t i - f a m i l y r e s i d e n t i c 
area by the mid-19th century, the Green Street area was also an e a r l y focus of 
three-decker c o n s t r u c t i o n . The e a r l i e s t known owner of 17 Pond Street was 
Jam.es McPartland, a ( l e a t h e r ? ) c u t t e r , who i n 1890 l i v e d a t 21 Pond Str e e t . 
From 1900 to 1920, McPartland d i d reside at 17 Pond S t r e e t . During t h i s period 
Catharine McPartland was l i s t e d as theowner of both 17 and 21 Pond St r e e t . In 
the 1920s, the owner was l i s t e d as Mrs. Catharine Halpine, who also resided 
here. Residents of the house i n 1888 included Robert Lauder, a hackman; 
Michael K e l l y , a l a b o r e r ; and P a t r i c k K e l l y and R.H. Baker, both machinists. 
Tenants i n 1912 included Andrew Coskie, a boot and shoe maker; John Armstrong, 
a fireman; and Thomas Armstrong and Austin Grady, both l a b o r e r s . Tenants i n 
1920 included Richard Talbot, a machinist; and John Walsh, a c l e r k . 
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