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Historic Name Ephraim Davis House

Use: Present  Garage/s torage

Original Resi dence
DESCRIPTION
Date 1705
Source Noyes, "Early Haverhill Houses'
Style First Period
Architect Unkn own

Exterior Wall Fabric Ship lap
Outbuildings other buiidlngs on nrcoerrv
include late ISth c. house, late 19th/earl->
20th c¢. barn and shed

Mgor Alterations (with dates) yicsz of

exterior walls replaced, .iuZi: c.;
left half added bv -mid 18th c.

Condition Deteriorated

Moved ~° Dae

part of
Acreace 47 acres p™mpl
Setting On hill in onen field setfirng.
above rural rogd. backed bv woods - In
cor::?2lex with later 18th c. farmhouse and
outbuildings - modern houses to southwest
Recorded by Anne Grady

Organization Boston University

Date June 1986
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SI GNI FI CANCE

The Davis House has integrity of location, design, material and
wor kmanship i nitsFirst Period frame. The frame, precisely
decorated with beveled chamfers, lanmb's tongue stops and pips,
embodies distinctive characteristics cf design and construction,
making i teligible under Criterion C

EXTERI R DESCRI PTI ON

-he Ephraim Davis House i sa 2 1/2 story structure v;ith rear

| ean-to. The right hand room chanber, and chi mey bay, (and
possibly thelean-to behind them) comprise theoriginal part ofthe
house dating, according to local history, to 1705. The left hand
roonms were added by them d IBth century. The house has been
unocc';.pied since 1929, has since served as a chicken coop, and i s now
used as a garage, with large garage doors cut into the.nmain facade cn
either side of the chimey.

MAJCR FI RST PERI OD FEATURES

Most of exterior of thewalls and roof cf this building are 20th
century material. Mich of theinteriorfinish has been re.~ioved and
vihat i sleft i snaturally badly deteriorated. The important First
Period survival i s superbly chamfered oak frame ;riginal
part of the house.

'n theanply dimensioned jrs*  .oor right-handroom the
longitudinal sunmer beam 12 1/2 inches v.'ide, has always been

exposed, and although covered v.-ith many |ayers of paint reveals 2
1/4" beveled chamfers with lanmb's tongue step and pips on both sides

and at both ends. The chimney girt into vjhich the su nmer beami s
framed i s boxed, i nkeeping with theearly Second Period trim of high
r.antei shelf and crov.-n .molding on the fireplace wall . The front and

rear girts have 2 inch wi de beveled chanfers and t he sane type of
ia.nb's tongue stops and pips. These girts, along with thefront and
rear chimey posts were boxed® not toolong after fabrication and so
their careful chamfering, stepping and pipping arerevealed i nnearly
pristine condition. As an added refinement, the chimney posts are
finished with a simple stop at the lower ends of their beveled
chamfer as well. There i sevidence of exposed sills i nthe right
hand room and there vjere previously partitions dividing off t he outer
oart of the soace into two rooms. The rear girt i nthis room andthe

cne unstairs has stud mortises 2B t o 32 inches
there mght have been an exterior wall here originally, Rafters
visible i ntheattic extend al |l theway from the ridge :0 the rea:

StEDle 1O jpventorv foriTi "> om
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wal | of the lean-to; thus either the rafters were replaced when the
| ean-to mas built or the lean-to was integral. Lean-to frammng i s
B|a|n|y finished, except for the post at the cmrnney bay, which has a

evel ed chanfer and taper stop.

In the small stair hall there i s an enclosed triple run staircase

The cnimey posts are nore crudely chanmfered and stopped on the stair
hall side than on the room side. The stair hall features are a notch
in the chimey post to receive a door bolt, simlar to that found in

the Emerson House i n Haverhill

In the second foor right-hand chanmber, the sumer tie beam has the
same wi de beveled chanfer, lamb's tongue stop and pip. Front and
rear plates are plain, but the chimmey posts are finished i nthe sanme
manner as the summer tie beam There are no fireplaces on

careful
tne second floor, and since the rear chimey post i s chanfered on
both sides, perhaps t he space behind the chlnnev was floored over

useabl e space from the beginning

The roof framng ind4 structural bays i s of princioal rafters 2
purlins per slope, and a substantial ridge piece. *(Struts between
the rear rafters and t i ebeams are a |later addition.)

SI GNI FI CANT LATER FEATURES

The frame”of the left hand room and chanber were clearly added tothe
existing frame, and all fram ng nenbers here were either never meant
to be exposed or are still boxed i ncases with broad quirked beads

Tne left hand 1st floor room has Second Pperiod raised-field
1705 and remodeled i nthe Second

paneling. The chimey i s either
Period, or rebuilt inthe md-18th century. The chimey exhibits
wel | -fashioned beehive ovens beside each downstairs fireplace and a

conpartment built into the front of the chimey under the stairs.

Kl STORI CAL | NFORVATI ON

by Ephraim Davis for hisbride in 1705. Menbers
i nthe house until c. 1880.
and now serves as a garage.

The house was built
of the Davis family continued to live

The house has been enpty since 1929,

REFERENCES

'he Ephraim Davis House. Typescript inthe Haverhill Public Library
Historical Collections.

-2.
Staple to Inventorv form at bottcm
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BOUNDARY DESCRI PTI ON

The Ephraim Davis House i ssituated near theMerrimac Road frontage of the
47 acre parcel. A line of convenience toinclude thehouse and related
outbuildings and approxiiaately 1 1/2 acres has been drawn aroundthe

buildings with about 300 feet of frontage on Merrimac Road.

Staple to Inventory form at bottoin



HPS Fonn 100000 om Afpmvtl No 1014.001I

United States Department of the Interior
National Park Service

National Register of Historic Places
Continuation Sheet

Section number Page
Multiple Resource Area
Thematic Group
Nane First Period Buildings of Eastern Massachusetts TR
State
Nom nation/ Type of Review Dat e/ Si gnature
fStered I n the
11. Coker, Benjam n, House Hat | onal Bogl fltexrrAPAA
Attest
12. Conant, Exercise, House Entered Inthe "lceeper YyANM-M-MAYAMN *A9/'id
Hathonal Segsstei /| Cry —7n
Attest
, Winteed la tnb  {
13. Comi ng, Sanuel, House . Keeper
g latlonal Beglstei P 3AAO
Attest
| . Entered inthe
3avis, Ephraim House Hat | onal Begi atei Keeper
Attest
, Entered I nthe AN
15. Davi s—reeman House Nat i onal Hegi ste/ deeper d
Attest
fAr\6. Dickinson—Pillsbury—W thamHouse AArf Keeper
N\
Subst ant | va H”ri%j, At test
17. Dustin House Bat| onal Eegi steP per -
Attest
18. Dyke-\Wheel er House Eut | aaal "aegl s*® ANAAAT A MVWVNAVWNANAN -Vnfan
Attest
Entered Intjie . . , " p
, Keeper 'y/MAM-iA-<N<j<. M 3/ "AM
19. Emerson House Bat| onal Hegl ster P :
Attest

Entered I n the
20. Foster, Phineas, House jatlonal Begl B*® / Keeper

Attest



UNI TED STATES DEPARTMENT CF THE | NTERI OR
NATI ONAL PARK SERVI CE

NATI ONAL REGI STER G- HI STORI C PLACES
EVALUATI OV RETURN SHEET

REQUESTED ACTI ON: NCM NATI ON

PRCOPE Davis, Ephraim House
NAME:

MULTI PLE First Period Buildings of Eastern Massachusetts TR
NAME:

STATE & GOUNTY. NASSACHUSETTS, Essex

DATE RECEI VED: 1/ 24/ 90 DATE CGF PENDI NG LI ST:  2/07/90
DATE G- 16TH DAY: 2/ 23/ 90 DATE CF 45TH DAY: 3/ 10/ 90
DATE O WEEKLY LI ST:

REFERENCE NUMBER 90000228

NOM NATCR  STATE

REASONS FCR REVI EW

APPEAL: N DATA PRCBBLEM N LANDSCAPE: N LESS THAN 50 YEARS: N
OrHER N PDIL: N PERI OD: N PROERAM UNAPPROVED: N
REQUEST: N SAMPLE N SLR DRAFT: N NATI ONAL: N
COMMENT WAI VER® N ]

t"MKACEFT RETURN REJECT DATE national Beg S®&"

ABSTRACT/ SUMWARY COMMENTS!

RECOM / CRI TERI A_
REVI EVER

DI SCI PLI NE

DATE

DOCUMENTATI ON see attached comrents Y/N see attached SLR Y/ N



CLASSI FI CATI ON
count resource type
STATH FECERAL ACENCY CERTI FI CATI ON

FUNCTT ON
historic current
DESCR PTI ON
architectural classification
"“materials

‘descriptive text

S| GN FI CANCE
Peri od Areas of Significance—heck andjustify bel ow
Specific dates Bui l der/ Architect

Statement of Significance (i none paragraph)

summary paragraph
conpl et eness

clarity . .
applicable criteria v, ! N
justification of areas checked '
relating significance t othe resource
cont ext
relationship of integrity to significance
justification of exception
ot her
Bl BLI GGRAPHY
GECRAPH CAL DATA
acreage verbal boundary description
U\ boundary justification
ACCOMPANYT NG DOOUMENTATI QN PRESENTATI ON
sketch maps USGS naps phot ogr aphs presentation

OHER COMMENTS
Questions concerning this nomnation nay be directedt o

A Phone

Si gned Dat e






























H AT LL




Please refer to the map In the
Multiple Property Cover Sheet
for this property

Multiple Property Cover Sheet Reference Number: 64000281



