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P h o t o s 

1 7 : 1 9 f a c a d e 

1 7 : 2 0 d e t a i l , c h a m f e r and s t o p , 

2nd f l o o r r i g h t c h i m n e y g i r t 

1 7 : 1 4 f i r e p l a c e w a l l , r i g h t - h a n d room 

1 8 : 0 summer t i e , r i g h t - h a n d r o o m 

Sketch Map: 

Z E N 

UTM REFEREJ.'CE 19 / 335-740 / 4741-750 

US'SS 0U,y3RAKGLE H a v e r h i l l 

fJAN t 4 1990 
FORM NO. 

47 

Town H a v e r h i 1-1 Ml 
Address M e r r i m a c k Road 

H i s t o r i c Name E p h r a i m D a v i s House 

Use: Present _ 

Or ig inal 

DESCRIPTION 

Date 1705 

Garage/s to r a g e 

Residence 

Source Noyes, " E a r l y H a v e r h i l l Houses' 

Style F i r s t Period 

Architect Unkn own 

Exter ior Wall Fabric Ship l a p 

Outbu i l d ings o ther b u i i d l ngs on n rcoe r rv 

inc lude l a t e IS th c. house, l a t e 19th/earl-> 
20th c. ba rn and shed 
Major Alterations (with dates) yicsz of 

e x t e r i o r w a l l s r e p l a c e d , . iu Zi: c . ; 
l e f t h a l f added bv -mid 1 8 t h c . 

Condition D e t e r i o r a t e d 

Moved ^° Date 

Acreace 
p a r t o f 

47 acres p^^mpl 

1:25,000 

S e t t i n g On h i l l i n on en f i e l d s e t f i r n g . 

above r u r a l rogd . backed bv woods - I n 

cor::?lex w i t h l a t e r 18th c. farmhouse and 

o u t b u i l d i n g s - modern houses to southwest 

Recorded by Anne Grady 

Organ iza t ion B o s t o n U n i v e r s i t y 

Date J u n e 1986 
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SIGNIFICANCE 

The Davis House has i n t e g r i t y of l o c a t i o n , design, m a t e r i a l and 
workmanship i n i t s F i r s t Period frame. The frame, p r e c i s e l y 
decorated w i t h beveled chamfers, lamb's tongue stops and pips, 
embodies d i s t i n c t i v e c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s c f design and c o n s t r u c t i o n , 
making i t e l i g i b l e under C r i t e r i o n C. 

EXTERIOR DESCRIPTION 

-he Ephraim Davis House i s a 2 1/2 s t o r y s t r u c t u r e v;ith rear 
lean-to. The r i g h t hand room, chamber, and chimney bay, (and 
pos s i b l y the lean-to behind them,) comprise the o r i g i n a l part of the 
house d a t i n g , according to l o c a l h i s t o r y , to 1705. The l e f t hand 
rooms were added by the mid IB t h century. The house has been 
unocc';.pied since 1929, has since served as a chicken coop, and i s now 
used as a garage, w i t h large garage doors cut i n t o the .main facade cn 
e i t h e r side of the chimney. 

MAJOR FIRST PERIOD FEATURES 

Most of e x t e r i o r of the w a l l s and roof cf t h i s b u i l d i n g are 20th 
century m a t e r i a l . Much of the i n t e r i o r f i n i s h has been re.~ioved and 
v;hat i s l e f t i s n a t u r a l l y badly d e t e r i o r a t e d . The important F i r s t 
Period s u r v i v a l i s 
p a r t of the house. 

superbly chamfered oak fram.e ; r i g i na 1 

'.n the amply dimensioned i r s " .oor right-hand room, the 
l o n g i t u d i n a l summer beam, 12 1/2 inches v.'ide, has always been 
exposed, and although covered v.-ith m-any layers of p a i n t reveals 2 
1/4" beveled chamfers w i t h lamb's tongue step and pips on both sides 
and at both ends. The chim.ney g i r t i n t o vjhich the su.mmer beam i s 
framed i s boxed, i n keeping w i t h the e a r l y Second Period t r i m of high 
r.antei s h e l f and crov.-n .molding on the f i r e p l a c e w a l l . The f r o n t and 
rear g i r t s have 2 inch wide beveled chamfers and the same type of 
ia.mb's tongue stops and pips. These g i r t s , along w i t h the f r o n t and 
rear chimney posts were boxed^ not too long a f t e r f a b r i c a t i o n and so 
t h e i r c a r e f u l chamfering, stepping and pipping are revealed i n nearly 
p r i s t i n e c o n d i t i o n . As an added refinemient, the chim.ney posts are 
f i n i s h e d w i t h a simple stop at the lower ends of t h e i r beveled 
cham.fer as w e l l . There i s evidence of exposed s i l l s i n the r i g h t 
hand room, and there vjere p r e v i o u s l y p a r t i t i o n s d i v i d i n g o f f the outer 
o a r t of the soace i n t o two room.s. The rear g i r t i n t h i s room and the 
cne u n s t a i r s has stud m.ortises 2B to 32 inches 
there might have been an e x t e r i o r w a l l here o r i g i n a l l y , 
v i s i b l e i n the a t t i c extend a l l the way from the r i d g e 

Rafters 
:o the rea: 

StED 1 e t o Inventorv foriTi ^' Do­ om 
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w a l l of the lean-to; thus e i t h e r the r a f t e r s were replaced when the 
lean-to was b u i l t or the lean-to was i n t e g r a l . Lean-to framing i s 
p l a i n l y f i n i s h e d , except f o r the post at the chim.ney bay, which has a 
beveled chamfer and taper stop. 

I n the small s t a i r h a l l there i s an enclosed t r i p l e run s t a i r c a s e 
The cnimney posts are more crudely chamfered and stopped on the s t a i r 
h a l l side than on the room side. The s t a i r h a l l features are a notch 
i n the chimney post to receive a door b o l t , s i m i l a r to t h a t found i n 
the Emerson House i n H a v e r h i l l . 

I n the second foor r i g h t - h a n d chamber, the summer t i e beam has the 
same wide beveled chamfer, lamb's tongue stop and p i p . Front and 
rear plates are p l a i n , but the chimney posts are f i n i s h e d i n the same 
c a r e f u l manner as the summer t i e beam. There are no f i r e p l a c e s on 
tne second f l o o r , and since the rear chimney post i s chamfered on 
both sides, perhaps the space behind the chimnev was f l o o r e d over 
useable space from the beginning ' ' • 

The roof framing i n 4 s t r u c t u r a l bays i s of p r i n c i o a l r a f t e r s 2 
p u r l i n s per slope, and a s u b s t a n t i a l r i d g e piece. * ( S t r u t s between 
the rear r a f t e r s and t i e beam.s are a l a t e r a d d i t i o n . ) 

SIGNIFICANT LATER FEATURES 

The frame^of the l e f t hand room and chamber were c l e a r l y added to the 
e x i s t i n g frame, and a l l framing members here were e i t h e r never meant 
to be exposed or are s t i l l boxed i n cases w i t h broad quirked beads. 
Tne l e f t hand 1st f l o o r room has Second Pperiod r a i s e d - f i e l d 
paneling. The chimney i s e i t h e r 1705 and remodeled i n the Second 
Period, or r e b u i l t i n the mid-18th century. The chimney e x h i b i t s 
well-fashioned beehive ovens beside each downstairs f i r e p l a c e and a 
compartment b u i l t i n t o the f r o n t of the chimney under the s t a i r s . 

KISTORICAL INFORMATION 

The house was b u i l t by Ephraim Davis f o r h i s brid e i n 1705. Members 
of the Davis f a m i l y continued to l i v e i n the house u n t i l c. 1880. 
The house has been empty since 1929, and now serves as a garage. 

REFERENCES 

'he Ephraim Davis House. Typescript i n the H a v e r h i l l Public L i b r a r 
H i s t o r i c a l C o l l e c t i o n s . 

y 
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BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION 

The Ephraim Davis House i s s i t u a t e d near the Merrimac Road f r o n t a g e of the 
47 acre p a r c e l . A l i n e of convenience t o i n c l u d e the house and r e l a t e d 
o u t b u i l d i n g s and a p p r o x i i a a t e l y 1 1/2 acres has been drawn around the 
b u i l d i n g s w i t h about 300 f e e t of f r o n t a g e on Merrimac Road. 

Staple to Inventory form at bottoin 
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United States Department of the Interior 
National Park Service 

National Register of Historic Places 
Continuation Sheet 

om Afpmvtl No 1014.O01I 

Section number Page 

M u l t i p l e Resource Area 
Thematic Group 

Name F i r s t Period B u i l d i n g s of Eastern Massachusetts TR 
State 

Nomination/Type of Review Date/Signature 

fSntered In the 
11. Coker, Benjamin, House Hatlonal Boglfltex^^^P^^ 

A t t e s t 

13. Coming, Samuel, House 

3avis, Ephraim, House 

15. Davis—Freeman House 

A t t e s t 

Keeper 

Hatlonal Segistei 

Wintered la tnb { 
latlonal Beglstei 

A t t e s t 
Entered in the . 
Hatlonal Begiatei Keeper 

A t t e s t 

Entered In the 
National Hegiste/deeper 

A t t e s t 

12. Conant, Exercise, House Entered In the ^Iceep^er yiA^-r-^^^-^^-^/A^^ •A9/'id 
H o H n n a l a a e i s t e i / C ^ y — 7 ^ 

3AA0 , 

A/^d 

I 

f ^ ^ \ 6 . D i c k i n s o n — P i l l s b u r y — W i t h a m House ^^^rfKeeper 

Substantlva H^ri^j, 

17. D u s t i n House 

A t t e s t 

Batlonal EegisteP^per 

A t t e s t 

-t7 

18. Dyke-Wheeler House Eutlaaal^aegls*®'^^^^^'^ ^^^^^ '̂̂ ^^^ -̂̂ -̂ ^^ -V^/^^ 

A t t e s t 

19. Emerson House 
Entered In tjie 
Batlonal Heglster 

Keeper ,'y/^fAM-iA-.<^/^<j<..^^ 3/"A'^^ 

A t t e s t 

Entered In the 
20. Foster, Phineas, House j a t l o n a l BeglB*®' / Keeper 

A t t e s t 
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REQUESTED ACTION: NOMINATION 

PROPERTY Davis, Ephraim, House 
NAME: 

MULTIPLE F i r s t Period Buildings of Eastern Massachusetts TR 
NAME: 

STATE & COUNTY: MASSACHUSETTS, Essex 

DATE RECEIVED: 1/24/90 DATE OF PENDING LIST: 2/07/90 
DATE OF 16TH DAY: 2/23/90 DATE OF 45TH DAY: 3/10/90 
DATE OF WEEKLY LIST: 

REFERENCE NUMBER: 90000228 

NOMINATOR: STATE 

REASONS FOR REVIEW: 

APPEAL: N DATA PROBLEM: N LANDSCAPE: N LESS THAN 50 YEARS: N 
OTHER: N PDIL: N PERIOD: N PROGRAM UNAPPROVED: N 
REQUEST: N SAMPLE: N SLR DRAFT: N NATIONAL: N 

COMMENT WAIVER: N j 

t^^K^CEFT RETURN REJECT DATE national BeglS*®*" 

ABSTRACT/SUMMARY COMMENTS: 

RECOM./CRITERIA_ 
REVIEWER 
DISCIPLINE 
DATE 

DOCUMENTATION see attached comments Y/N see attached SLR Y/N 



CLASSIFICATION 

count resource type 

STATE/FEDERAL AGENCY CERTIFICATION 

FUNCTION 

h i s t o r i c current 

DESCRIPTION 

arc h i t e c t u r a l c l a s s i f i c a t i o n 
"materials 
'descriptive t e x t 

SIGNIFICANCE 

Period Areas of Significance—Check and j u s t i f y below 

Specific dates Builder/Architect 
Statement of Significance ( i n one paragraph) 

summary paragraph ' 
completeness 
c l a r i t y 
applicable c r i t e r i a v , ' ^ 
j u s t i f i c a t i o n of areas checked ' . 
r e l a t i n g significance t o the resource 
context 
r e l a t i o n s h i p of i n t e g r i t y t o significance 
j u s t i f i c a t i o n of exception 
other 

BIBLIOGRAPHY 

GEOGRAPHICAL DATA 

acreage verbal boundary description 
UTMs boundary j u s t i f i c a t i o n 

ACCOMPANYING DOCUMENTATION/PRESENTATION 

sketch maps USGS maps photographs presentation 

OTHER COMMENTS 

Questions concerning this nomination may be directed to 

^ Phone 

Signed Date 























Please refer to the map in the 

Multiple Property Cover Sheet 

for this property 

Multiple Property Cover Sheet Reference Number: 64000281 


