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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (if known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

Orientation:

The Jedediah Strong II House is oriented to the north and to the 
road, with the front eaves wall of the house facing on the road.

General Structural Des cr iption:

The Jedediah Strong II House is a 2% story, brick house of load 
bearing construction with a full cellar, a gable roof, two sym 
metrically placed interior chimneys on both gable end walls,and 
a JJ2_s±ory_e_ll centered on the xear eaves wall. The ell has a 
gable roof, walls of load bearing brick and braced post-and-beair 
construction, and a full cellar under the brick section. The 
wood frame section of the ell is sided both with narrow clap 
boards and with shiplap. The house and .the ell sit on a rubble- 
stone and cut granite block foundation. The cut granite blocks rn 
were used instead of rubblestone under the brick sections of the m 
building where the foundation is exposed above grade. The con 
struction of the gable roofs on both the house and the ell is 
rafters morticed and tenoned into a ridge pole, sheathed and 
covered with corrugated metal sheeting. The interior construc 
tion of the building is braced post and beam tied directly into 
the exterior, load bearing brick walls. A load bearing brick 
wall bisects the cellar between the gable end walls of the house 
and supports the interior frame work of the house immediately 
above. The brick work throughout the building is laid in common 
bond. The interior and exterior frame work is constructed out 
of reciprocally sawn, dimensioned lumber. The interior ..wall 
surfaces are covered with split lath and horsehair piaster.

Dimensions:

The 2^ story house is three bays in width and five bays in length 
and measures 30 feet by 42 feet. The 1% story ell measures 20 
feet in width by 40 feet in length, the brick section measuring 
28 feet in length and the wood frame section measuring 32 feet 
in length.

Floor Plan:

cz 
n
H

Across the front eaves wall, the first floor plan of the house 
has a center stair hall, 8 by 16 feet, flanked by two, large 
corner rooms, each 16 by 16 feet. Immediately behind the stair 
hall and partially projecting from the block of the house into 
the ell is a large center room (the kitchen) 20 by 24 feet. 
Immediately behind each front corner room, in the rear corners 
of the house and flanking the kitchen aretwo small rooms, each 
11 by 12 feet. Behind the kitchen the ell is further divided 
into additional rooms and halls. An additional stair rises fron
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the first floor to the second floor out of the kitchen. The 
second floor is almost identical in plan to the first floor with 
the exception of the stair hall which is offset to one side, 
thereby reducing the size of a front corner room, to accommodate 
the hall landing around the stair, and with the exception of the 
room over the kitchen which is only half of the size of the kit 
chen. A stair rises from this back center room to a third floor 
ballroom which runs the length of the house but is only half as 
wide as the house.

Architectural Characteristics:

The Jedediah Strong II House is in the high Federal., style. The 
exterior wall surface is plain with the exception of the recessed 
windows with three centered brick relieving arches which punctuate? 
the gable end walls and the first floor of the front eaves wall. 
A Federal style front door with lead mullioned fan light_and side 
lights is similarly recessed beneath a three centered brick re 
lieving arch. The roof overhangs the eaves and gable end walls 
and is detailed with a simple cornice and cornice return.

The interior woodwork is high style and is typically limited to 
cornices, chair rails, door and window architraves, recessed win 
dow panels and shutters,and fireplace mantels. The most dis 
tinguishing interior architectural detail is the partially circul 
hung stair in the front stair hall.

Originally, there were nine operating fireplaces, one in the 
kitchen and one in each corner room on the first and second 
floors. Three of the fireplaces in rear corner rooms have been 
closed up.

The house is perfectly symmetrical in almost every respect, i.e., 
fenestration, chimney placement, centering of the rear ell, and 
interior floor plan.

Appendages:

A 1% story wood frame shed,16 by 29 feet, butts against the south 
east corner of the ell. The shed is oriented perpendicularly to 
the ell. The shed has a gable roof covered with asphalt shingles 
and is sided with narrow clapboards.

Present Physical Condition:

The Jedediah Strong II House is in excellent structural condition 
The house has, however, suffered some interior and exterior cos 
metic damage due to neglect, lack of occupancy, and vandalism.

ir
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TATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The Jedediah Strong II House is an excellent example of a 
house in the high Federal style. Characteristic of a house 
erected in the Federal period, the house is restrained on the 
exterior, architectural qualities being limited to subtle arti 
culation and detailing of the wall surface, proportion, scale, 
and rigid symmetry. In contrast to the exterior, the interior 
is characteristically less restrained, being highlighted by 
finely executed architectural details.

The house was probably erected in 1815 or shortly thereafter 
by Jedediah Strong II, a local entrepreneur, a wealthy farmer, 
and the owner from 1815 to 1825 of a,saw mill and grist mill in 
Centerville. The house survives as a symbol of the prosperity 
which he enjoyed in those positions.

The house has historic associations with the Strong family. 
Solomon, Elijah and Benajah, Jedediah's uncles, farmers and 
land surveyors from Lebanon, Connecticut, were in 1764 the 
first permanent settlers in the Town of Hartford, and were 
in large part responsible for the organization and establish 
ment of the town.
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