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Boundary Description

The district extends .25 of a mile north, south, east and west 
along the four roads whose junction is designated Kent's Corner 
The district's boundaries shall coincide with the rear property 
lines of all properties fronting on these roads for the pre 
scribed distances. In addition to the above boundaries / the 
district includes an extension of the south road, the width of 
the three rod right-of-way, for a distance of .55 miles to the 
south boundary line of the Old West Church property.

Physical Description

Kent's Corner retains the appearance of a typical Vermont 19th 
century crossroads hamlet. The most prominent building sur 
viving in the district is the Kent^tavern. This building was 
built by Abdiel Kent and was opened as "f'A". Kent'sjflotel" in 
1337. The hotel serviced the old Canada*to MontpeTier stage 
road which passed through Kent's Corner.\

The building is now owned and operated by the Vermont Historical 
Society as a museum. The tavern is a large rectangular brick 
house^with granite lintils and sills, located on the southeast 
corner of the crossroads. The gable roof is sheathed with slate 
and the structure has four large brick interior chimneys. The 
building has a clapboard ell which extends south. The southern 
most portion of the ell was A. Kent's Store and presently serves 
as a country store for the museum. The portion of the ell 
closest" to^the' main section, the oldest part of the structure, 
was used by Kent for his living quarters while the rest of the 
building was being constructed. The museum is built on a centra., 
hall plan and is two rooms deep. A large ballroom is located on 
the second floor. The rooms are furnished with an assortment of 
period furniture and antique accessories. Of structural 
interest is the fact that most all the materials for the buiTci^n 
were made in the Kent's Corner area. /'C" ' ""'

.The Kent's Corner Saw Mill is an industrial archeological site" 
of considerable interest. It is located west of the junction— 
of the road proceeding north from the Corner and Perkin Brook. 
The mill is of a type, once typical in northern New England, 
which is now almost extinctX, It is a rectangular structure;'""''• • 
with a gable roof, of post and beam construction sheathed-jW-ith. 
wide unpainted boards exposed to the weather. The first flopr-jj 
is used primarily to house the power takeoff equipment. On the 
north side of the building is the timber wheel house with its 
vertical turbine still intact. The head of water was supplied 
by the pond west of the mill. The pond is contained by a stone 
dam which was faced with concrete in 1961. The water is con 
ducted from the dam to the turbine housing by an iron flume.
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The entire hydraulic system is intact and could easily be made 
operable. The second floor is level with the stream bank on the 
south and is the working floor of the mill. An array of 19th cen 
tury feeding and sawing equipment, along with an early 20th centur 
innovative lighting system employing truck headlamps, remains in 
tact.

As a result, the mill is a potential educational resource for the 
interpretation of the water-powered lumber milling industry in 
Vermont.

The other houses and barns surrounding the crossroad, along with 
the general state of preservation of the unpaved, tree-lined 
roads, greatly contribute to the overall historic environment 
of the site.

Numerous foundations exist from other houses and buildings connect 
with the many industries once located in the vacinity of the Corner 
These ruins remain as history has left them and no attempt has bee 
made at building reconstructions which would damage the integrity 
of the district.
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TATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

Kent's Corner is a relatively unspoiled 19th century Vermont 
crossroads hamletV Since new development and suburban sprawl 
is gradually changing the character of V/ashington County's 
rural areas, districts like Kent's Corner must be retained in 
order to preserve the character of the traditional "Vermont- 
scape".

The potential for Kent's Corner's preservation is enhanced by 
the fact that the Tavern is owned by the Vermont Historical 
Society, and much of the surrounding land still remains in 
Kent family ownership.
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