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1. Name

For NPS use omy

received JUM 20 I985 
date entered

historic Thomas A, Lemoine House

and/or common Mayfteld (name given house by present owner)

2. Location

not for publication

city, town Hamburg N/A vicinity of

state code 22
parish Avoyelles code 009

3.. Classification
Category

district
X building(s)

_ structure
site
object

Ownership
public

X private

both
Public Acquisition
N//\ in process 
[\/ fl being considered

Status
occupied

X unoccupied 
X work in progress 

Accessible 
* yes: restricted

_ yes: unrestricted
no

Present Use
agriculture
commercial
educational
entertainment
govern ment
industrial
military

museum
park

private residence
__ religious 

scientific
_, _ transportation 

X other: res to rat ion in

4. Owner of Property progress for use 
as private home

name Car"!os A, Mayeux, Jr,

street & number P, 0, Box 800
C318) 253-5982 (office) 
C318) 985-2791 (home)

city, town Hamburg N/A vicinity of state LA 71339

5. Location of Legal Description
courthouse, registry of deeds, etc. Avoyelles Parish Courthouse

street & number Main Street (.no specific address)

city, town Marksvilie state LA 71351

6. Representation in Existing Surveys

title LA Historic Sttes Survey has this property been determined eligible? yes no

date 198Q federal _X_ state county local

depository for survey records Louisiana State Historic Preservation Office

city, town Baton Rouge state LA



7. Description

Condition
excellent

_X_good 
fair

deteriorated
ruins
unexposed

Check one
unaltered

X altered

Check one
. original s

__X moved
ite 

date
c,1912 - 

1978 -
@100 yds, 
2 miles

Describe the present and original (if known) physical appearance

The Thomas A. Lemoine House (c,1885) is a one~and-a-half story, wood frame, 
Italianate cottage located in a pastoral setting. The surrounding acreage is mainly 
flat cultivated farmland. Although, the house has been moved twice and has received 
a few alterations, it easily retains its landmark status tn Avoyelles Parish,

The main block of the Lemoine House has a central hall plan, two rooms deep, 
A rear dining room-kitchen wing gives the house an overall T-shaped configuration, 
The attic was always unfinished; however, the present owner plans to convert it 
to usable space. To this end a staircase has been added in one of the rear rooms 
of the main block.

An old photograph reveals that the Lemoine House originally had a hip roof 
crowned by a small rectangular cupola and a parapet with a thin band of ornamentation, 
It was also raised higher off the ground.than it is now, In about 1912 the building 
was moved some one hundred yards and received its present pitched roof form, The 
house's most striking exterior feature is its five-bay richly ornamented Italianate 
front gallery. It features square columns with molded tops and an entablature with 
elaborate scroll brackets and a scalloped jigsaw border, When the present owner 
acquired the house, the balustrade on the front gallery was gone, The current one, 
however, is a duplication based on photographic documentation, The much simpler 
square post gallery that wraps around the rear and side of the dining room-kitchen 
wing is original, but the side gallery on the east elevation dates from c,T912, 
Access to the front gallery is provided by not only a central doorway but four 
floor-length windows which can be raised up into the wall, Other windows are of 
the more conventional six over six type,

The Lemoine House is entered through a central doorway with a transom and side 
lights. The door has a single rectangular pane of clear glass surrounded by stained 
glass multi-color blocks. The walls of the central hall feature wide beaded boards 
applied in an alternating chevron pattern. The pattern is given additional emphasis 
by the use of contrasting light and dark woods, The ceiling features a different 
chevron pattern culminating in a central lozenge. The center of the pattern is 
marked by a scroll sawn ceiling medallion. The four rooms off the central hall 
are not particularly noteworthy, Only one of the house's two mantels survives, and 
it is a fairly standard design for the period. The other mantel was gone when the 
current owner acquired the property, The present replacement is from the period. 
Doors feature a much faded false grain treatment,

The Lemoine House's most significant interior treatment is found in the dining 
room The walls have wide beaded boards applied in a chevron pattern using alter 
nating light and dark woods. The recently restored c,1887 painted ceiling has a 
central geometric design featuring repeating curves and circular patterns, four 
different types of fruit, and five inset stars, with the largest in the center, 
The remainder of the ceiling is plain except for a wide border with a ropework 
edge. Each corner of the border features a repeating ogee pattern and a design 
formed by a bell, a triangle, and a pair of gold leaf tassels, The ceiling back^ 
ground is white, while the border and central design are done in burgundy, deep blue 
and gold.
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Description (cont'd)

ASSESSMENT OF INTEGRITY: 

Alterations;

All changes have been mentioned above. Thec.BlZ addition of a side gallery 
and the more recent interior staircase addition and loss of a mantel have had 
only a minor visual impact and do not detract from the house's architectural 
importance (i.e., Italianate styling, painted ceiling and interior wall treatment). 
It should also be noted that the staircase is discreetly placed in an unimportant 
rear room. The present balustrade, as mentioned, is a duplication of the original. 
Granted, the c.1912 reworking of the roofline did make a noticeable change in the 
house's appearance, but the Italianate gallery, interior wall treatment, and 
painted ceiling still remain, and it is these features that make the house 
significant,

The Moves:

As mentioned previously, in about 1912 the Lemoine House was moved approximately 
one hundred yards. It was relocated to the south on the same property in order to 
make room for a new house the owner was planning to have built. It still faced 
Bayou des Glaises.

Faced with destruction in 1978, the house was purchased by the present owner 
and moved about two miles within the same parish (from Moreauville to Hamburg). 
Although the move changed the compass point orientation of the house (from facing 
westward to southward), the setting remained rural. Bayou des Glaises was about 
600 feet in front of the house and now it is about 1700 feet to the east. Finally, 
the house was not moved out of the parish which is the context for its significance.

Adjacent to the rear of the house is a modern reproduction of an antebellum-type 
cistern. It, of course, is listed as a non-contributing element.



8. Significance

Period
__ prehistoric
___. 1 400-1 499
__ 1 500-1 599
__ 1600-1699
__ 1700-1799
JL_ 1800-1 899

_1900-

Areas of Significance — Check
_„. archeology-prehistoric
_ archeology-historic

.___ agriculture __
._X__ architecture
X-art

.... _ commerce .. _ .
communications

and justify below
community planning
conservation
economics
education
engineering
exploration/settlement
industry
invention

__ landscape architecture _
._._ law __
__ literature
_.. _ military __.._
__ music
__ philosophy __

politics/government

religion
science
sculpture
social/
humanitarian
theater
transportation
other (specify)

Specific dates C, 1 885 j C, 1887 Builder/Architect Builder; Tliomas A, Lemoine

Statement of Significance (in one paragraph) Criterion C

The Lemoine House Is architecturally significant on the local level as a rare 
example of the Italianate taste within Avoyelles Parish and because its interiors 
are among the finest in the parish, Its painted ceiling ts of artistic significance 
within the parish,

Italianate was the dominant style in American residential architecture from 
c.l850 to c.1880, However, this popular style is not very well represented, at 
least numerically, in, Avoyelles Parish, The Louisiana Historic Standing Structures 
Survey reveals that of the 812 recorded 50-f year old buildings in the parish, 
there are only six examples of the Italianate taste. Besides the Lemoine House, 
there are two residential reflections of the style. One is a Queen Anne house 
with Italianate brackets, and the other has a bracketed Italianate gallery. The 
other three are commercial buildings where Italianate detailing is confined almost 
exclusively to segmentally arched windows, The Lemoine House's stylistic character 
is defined by Its elaborate Italianate entablature, Although this is but one 
feature, it dominates the exterior articulation and is a major component of the 
Italianate style, Although Avoyelles Parish may never have had very many Italianate 
buildings, those which remain represent an important manifestation of mid-nineteenth 
century taste.

The Lemoine House achieves further distinction because of its interior wall 
treatment. The historic structures survey previously mentioned recorded some 150 
residences in the parish dating from the period when beaded board wall patterns 
were popular Cc,189Q~c,191Q}, However, there are very few, if any, period houses 
which match the Lemoine House in terms of sheer elaborateness, The more typical 
example would have a vertical board treatment in contrast to the more complex 
chevron pattern found at the Lemoine House,

Finally, the Lemoine House is also significant because of its painted ceiling. 
Generally speaking, only the grandest of homes in late-nineteenth century Louisiana 
had a painted ceiling. It seems unusual to find such a degree of refinement and 
pretention in rural Avoyelles Parish, Rather surprisingly, the Lemoine House 
is one of four residences In the parish with surviving painted ceilings.

Historical Note;

Theme ceiling painting is said to have been painted by an Ursuline nun; however, 
no precise information on the artist seems to be available,



9. Major Bibliographical References
Louisiana Historic Structures Survey, Avoyelles Parish.
La Commission des Avoyelles. Avoyelles: Crossroads of Louisiana. Baton Rouge: Moran Publishing
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Avoyelles Journal. October 13, 1981. Page Bl (article on restoration of painted ceiling)

Historical sketch submitted by owner.Copy in 
Register file. LA State Historic Preservation Qffice10. Geographical Data

Acreage of nominated property @1 ~1/3
Quadrangle name Moreauville, LA 

UTM References

Quadrangle scale 1:62500
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Verbal boundary description and justification

Please refer to enclosed property plat map. 
include acreage under single ownership.

Boundaries follow property lines to

List all states and counties for properties overlapping state or county boundaries

state |\|/A ____________code______county____________________code

state code county code

11. Form Prepared By ASSISTED BY OWNER

name/title

organization

National Register Staff_________
Division of Historic Preservation 
State of Louisiana date April 1985

street & number P. 0. Box 44247 telephone 504-922-0358

city or town Baton Rouge state LA 70804

12. State Historic Preservation Officer Certification
The evaluated significance of this property within the state is: 

__ national __ state _X_ local

As the designated State Historic Preservation Officer for the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law 89- 
665), I hereby nominate this property for inclusion in the National Register and certify that it has been evaluated 
according to the criteria and procedures set forth by the National Park Service.

State Historic Preservation Officer signature

Robert B. DeBlieux "^ 
title State Historic Preservation Officer date May'22, 1985«

For NPS use only
I hereby certify that this propertyjs included in the National Register

Eatcr^u in •&$_
date

date

of the National Register

Attest:
Chief of Registration

U.S. GOVERNMENT PRINTING OFFICE : 1983 0 - 419-311
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