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NATI ONAL REA STER CRHERI A STATEMENT (i f applicable)

The Sybbill Banks House possesses integrity of location, design, setting, materials, work-
manship, feeling and associations. Built for a single working wonan of some repute, i t was
anong the first of several Queen Anne and other turn-of-the-century homes to be built in
the Appleton Street area. | tis an unusually well-detailed and well-preservedvernacul ar
exampl e of the Queen Anne style. The Banks House neets criterion C of the National Regis-
ter of Historic Places.

ARH TECTURL. S AN H CANCE  Describe inportant architectural features and evaluate interns of
other buildings wthin the coiranunity.

The Banks House, built in 1892, is a well-detailed and well-preserved vernacul ar exanple
of the Queen Anne style. | tisbuilt on an L-plan and rises 2" stories to a gable roof.

t is sheathed with clapboards and patterned shinglesinthe gable fields. A verandah
with spindle valance and bal ustrade and turned posts, extends across the facade and around
the south elevation; a pedinment with Queen Anne sunburst detail marks the entry location.
The projecting cross gable on the rear of the south elevation has chanfered sides topped

by spindle valances that echo the porch detail. Modified palladian windows |ight both the
south and front gable fields. Tw asymmetrically placed stairway wi ndows and an ocul us
are found on the north elevation. Sone wi ndows display typical Queen Anne sash with

mul ti-pane over single pane sash.

HSIORCL SGNHCGAINE Explainthe role owners played inlocal or state history and how the r/
building relates to the devel opnent of the commwnity. I-r

27 Appleton Street was built in 1892 for E Sibbill Banks (1851-1929), daughter of Col onel
Nat hani el P. Banks (see form # 124) of Waltham a Civil VWr and local hero. Sibbill Banks,
a single wonan, was promnent in Walthams amateur theatre and taught elocution. For a
nunber of years she was enployed inthe Somerville Post Office and |ater in the Central
Office inBoston. She was one of the first wonen to be pensioned by the Federal govern-

ment. I n 1910, before she retired, M. Banks sold 27 Appleton Street to Warren Eaton, a
mechani cal engineer who had recently married. There he and his wife, Lucy, raised two
daughters, Mary (1911- ) and Lucy (1913-1985). The house remained i n the daughters'
trust until i twas eventually sold in 198A to Peter and El aine Smerlas. Perhaps because

relatively few people have lived there, the house retains many of it soriginal finishes.

B Bl G3HY and/ or  REFEHRENES .

VMl t ham Public Library Archives.

Vil t ham Wat er Departnment Records.

Mary Eaton Todd' (former owner), personal comrunicaiton.

M ddl esex Registry of Deeds.

Val tham Directories- 1890s, 1900s

Maps/ Atlases- 1898, 1900, 1926, 1955, 1986 W
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