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Sketch Map: Draw np showing property's location 
in relation to nearest cross streets and/or 
geographical features. Indicate all buildings 
between inventoried property and nearest 
intersection(s). " 
Indicate north ' 

Use: Present dwelling 

Original same 

DESCRIPTION 

Date 1892 

Source Water Dept.; Deeds; Atlases 

Style Queen Anne 

Architect unknown 

Exterior Wall Fabric clapboard/shingle 

Outbuildings none -.-

Major Alterations (with dates) side por­

tion of verandah glazed-1920s 

Condition good 

Moved no Date n/e 

tereage .125A S./^Msj.^f &D-2\-n  

Setting centrally located o f f Main Street 

among other period houses that are 

less well preserved and detailed 

UTM REFERENCE K[ .^(L,ZQO /^<^q37/^  

USGS QUADRANGLE L E Y I M ^ T H M 

SCALE 

Recorded by Elaine Smerlas/Nancy Seasholes 

Organization Waltham H i s t o r i c a l Comm. 

Date December. 1986 

revised by C. Jenkins 3/88 



NATIONAL REGISTER CRHERIA STATEMENT ( i f applicable) 

The Sybbill Banks House possesses i n t e g r i t y of location, design, s e t t i n g , materials, work­
manship, feeling and associations. B u i l t for a single working woman of some repute, i t was 
among the f i r s t of several Queen Anne and other turn-of-the-century homes to be b u i l t i n 

' the Appleton Street area. I t i s an unusually well-detailed and well-preserved vernacular 
example of the Queen Anne s t y l e . The Banks House meets c r i t e r i o n C of the National Regis­
ter of Historic Places. 

ARCHITECTURAL SIGNIFICANCE Describe important architectural features and evaluate in terms of 
other buildings within the coiranunity. 

The Banks House, b u i l t i n 1892, i s a well-detailed and well-preserved vernacular example 
of the Queen Anne s t y l e . I t i s b u i l t on an L-plan and rises 2^ stories to a gable roof. 
I t i s sheathed with clapboards and patterned shingles i n the gable f i e l d s . A verandah 
with spindle valance and balustrade and turned posts, extends across the facade and around 
the south elevation; a pediment with Queen Anne sunburst d e t a i l marks the entry location. 

, The projecting cross gable on the rear of the south elevation has chamfered sides topped 
by spindle valances that echo the porch d e t a i l . Modified palladian windows l i g h t both the 
south and front gable f i e l d s . Two asymmetrically placed stairway windows and an oculus 

' are found on the north elevation. Some windows display t y p i c a l Queen Anne sash with 
multi-pane over single pane sash. 

HISTORICAL SIGNIFICANCE Explain the role owners played in local or state history and how the r/ 
building relates to the development of the comnwnity. i-r 

27 Appleton Street was b u i l t i n 1892 for E. S i b b i l l Banks (1851-1929), daughter of Colonel 
Nathaniel P. Banks (see form # 124) of Waltham, a C i v i l War and l o c a l hero. S i b b i l l Banks, 
a single woman, was prominent i n Waltham's amateur theatre and taught elocution. For a 
number of years she was employed i n the Somerville Post Office and l a t e r in the Central 
Office i n Boston. She was one of the f i r s t women to be pensioned by the Federal govern­
ment. In 1910, before she r e t i r e d , Ms. Banks sold 27 Appleton Street to Warren Eaton, a 
mechanical engineer who had recently married. There he and his wife, Lucy, raised two 
daughters, Mary (1911- ) and Lucy (1913-1985). The house remained i n the daughters' 
t r u s t u n t i l i t was eventually sold i n 198A to Peter and Elaine Smerlas. Perhaps because 
r e l a t i v e l y few people have l i v e d there, the house retains many of i t s o r i g i n a l finishes. 

BIBLIOGRAPHY and/or REFERENCES . 
Waltham Public Library Archives. 
Waltham Water Department Records. 
Mary Eaton Todd'(former owner), personal communicaiton. 
Middlesex Registry of Deeds. 
Waltham Directories- 1890s, 1900s 
Maps/Atlases- 1898, 1900, 1926, 1955, 1986 ^/^^ 
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